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investigate  claim  that  arson  by  sacked  staff  could  have  caused  train  fire 


* 


By  Joanna  Bale  in  Calais,  Adam  Sage  in  Paris, 
Jonathan  Pkynn  and  Damian  Whitworth 


THE  Ghatind  Tumid  is  to 
remain  dosed  indefinitely 
after  Eurotunnel  representa¬ 
tives  walked  out  of  talks  with 
its  safety  regulators  yesterday. 

SNCF.the  French  .raO  oper¬ 
ator,  rated  put  any  resumption  _ 
of  services  before  Monday, 
and  if  the  safety  authority.' 
msists  dud  the  tunnel  is-feSy 
repaired  before  any.  trains 
run.  it  douM  be  closed  until  the 
newyear.  . 

Eurotunnel,  which  had 
hoped  to  start  some  sendees 
bypassing  die  damaged  sec¬ 
tion  today  and  insists  that  it 
can  have  trains  running  with¬ 
in  a  few  hours  of  bang  given  ; 
the  go-ahead,  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  yesterday's  talks,  but 
a  company  source  said  that  its 
delegation;  had  walked  out 
-after  five  hours. when  mem- 


i 


bers  of  the  Channel  Tunnel 
Safety  Authority  suggested 
that  none  of  its  train  services 
was  safe.  The  meeting  contin- 
.  ued  liar  another  six  'hours 
without  the  Eurotunnel  team. 

The  talks,  were  .  held  as. 
French  authorities  began  to 
investigate.  Haimc  tint  -  the 
which  devastated  part  of  the 
Folkestone-bound  tunnel  on 
Monday  night  was  started 
deliberately. 

Alain  Bertrand,  Euro¬ 
tunnel'S  chief  operations  man¬ 
ager,  confirmed  last  night  that 
a  security  guard  bad  made  a 
statement  saying  that  he  had 
seen  smoke  coming  front  lorry 
on  the  train  before  it  left.  And 
although  it  was  originally 
assumed  -that  it  had  been  an 
accident,  a  somce  at  die  Calais 
prosecutor's  office  said:  “One 
of  die  possibilities  we  are 
kxdting  at  is  thatsomeone put 
some  kind  of  moendiaiy  de- 
vice  on. to  the  lorry." 

The  fire ;  was  discovered 
shortly  after  the  end  of  a  two- 
hour  strike  by  Eurotunnel 
staff  at  Calais  over  tire  an¬ 
nouncement  that  657 jobs  were 
to  be  cut  French  port  workers 
are  known  for  their  militancy 
ami  often  brandish  incendiary 
distress  flares  in  disputes. 

About  half  a  mile  of  the 
south  tunnel  was  severely 
affected  by  the  blaze,  which 
was  so  intense  that  ir  melted  a 
terry  toad  of  aluminium.  The 


The  rear  locomotive  of  the  burnt  train  emerges  covered  in  soot  near  Calais  yesterday.  The  wrecked  front  portion  of  die  train  remains  welded  to  the  rails  in  the  tunnel 


damage  wifi  ,  cost  lens  of 
millions  of  pounds  to  repair 
and  some  experts  predict  that 
It  could  take  until  me  new  year 
to  complete  the  work. 

Ken  Cameron,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Fire  Brigades 
Unkavyesterday  called  for  the 
tunnel  to  remain  dosed  pend¬ 
ing  a  thorough  overhaul  of 
safety  procedures.  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  design  of  the  car 
trains  should  also  be  reviewed 
and  said  that  it  might  be  safer 
for  passengers  to  leave  their 
cars  and  mix'd  in  enclosed 
carriages.  He  also  wanted 
dosed  freight  wagons  and 
smoke  hoods  for  passengers. 
"We  have  got  to  get  safety 
right  —  next  time  we  could  be 


talking  about  bodies,  not  dose 
escapes."  he  said. 

Jeremy  Beech,  chief  fire 
officer  for  Kent  and  a  member 
of  the  tunnel  safety  authority, 
also  questioned  the  design  of 
the  open  wagons  used  to 
transport-,  glomes,  saying:  “I 
was  shown  the  design  bade  in 
1992  and  said  then  that  if  a  fire 
occurred  it  would  be  very 
serious  —  that’s  now  ben 
proved.  “The  safety  authority 
is  looking  again  at  this  design. 
I  have  always  been  concerned 
as  a  fire  fighter  about  the 
extent  of  the  spread  of  fire  in  a 
case  like  this." 

'  The  safety  authority  has  the 
power  to  keep  the  tunnel 
dosed  until  all  the  repairs  are 


done,  and  some  members  are 
known  to  be  concerned  about 
the  safety  of  running  trains  in 
both  directions  through  a  sin¬ 
gle  tunnel.  If  another  incident 
meant  large  numbers  Df 
people  had  to  be  moved  out 
quickly,  there  would  not  be  a 
second  tunnel  available  to 
evacuate  them  by  train. 

M  Betrand.  however,  was 
confident  that  the  authority 
would  not  insist  that  both 
tunnels  should  be  folly  opera¬ 
tional  before  services  could 
run.  "We  have  done  this  before 
when  one  tunnel  has  been  out 
of  action  due  to  maintenance 
operations,"  he  said.  “The 
system  is  designed  to  cope." 
He  added  that  services  woujld 


begin  again  quickly  once  the 
authority  gave  its  approval. 
"Eurotunnel  plans  to  resume 
in  several  phases,  starting  in  a 
few  hours  with  freight  trains.  1 
hope  trains  and  shuttle  trains 
with  private  cars  and  passen¬ 
gers  might  stan  roiling  again 
by  the  end  of  the  week." 

Eurostar  yesterday  tried  to 
take  some  passengers  to  Paris 
and  Brussels  by  train,  bus  and 
boat  —  but  that  emergency 
service  was  abandoned  when 
the  journeys  were  taking  be¬ 
tween  six  and  eight  hours. 

Eurostar  will  be  given  prior¬ 
ity  over  Le  Shuttle  wheat  the 
tunnel  does  reopen,  but  with 
most  of  the  customers  who 
called  the  hotline  opting  to 


reschedule  rather  than  cancel 
their  journeys,  there  was  a 
growing  uncertainty  about 
how  long  it  would  take  to  clear 
tite  backlog  of  people  holding 
tickets. 

Both  Eurostar  and  Le  Shut- 
tie  have  frozen  bookings  for 
the  time  being,  but  Eurosrar 
said  that  it  would  be  ready  to 
run  services  within  an  hour  of 
any  announcement  that  the 
tunnel  was  reopening. 

P&O  said  it  would  bring  a 
fifth  ferry  into  action  tomor¬ 
row  to  increase  the  number  of 
Dover  to  Calais  crossings 
from  20  to  25  tomorrow,  and 
annual  repair  work  had  been 
postponed  on  the  three  ships 
on  the  Dover-Zeebrugge 


route.  Yesterday  almost  all  the 
crossings  were  foil,  but  P&O 
said  that  early  delays  disap¬ 
peared  once  the  weather  im¬ 
proved  and  after  mid-morning 
the  tailbacks  that  had  jammed 
the  port  during  the  original 
rush  of  traffic  when  the  runnel 
shut  had  dispersed. 

British  Airways  said  that  it 
had  seen  an  increase  in  busi¬ 
ness  on  flights  to  Paris  and 
Brussels.  “Some  flights  were 
full  but  we  expect  that  we  will 
still  have  some  seats  avail¬ 
able."  a  spokesman  said. 

Legal  fight,  page  7 
Lost  revenue,  page  7 
French  gridlock,  page  19 
Letters,  page  23 


CouncQ  bans 
‘distasteful’  film 

Wcsrafatter  council  hats 
banned  the  film  Crash  bom 
its  ananas  unless  the- board 
of  film  censors  gives  it  an  18- 
certifkate  and  insists  on  cuts. 
The  film,  which  .explores  sexn- 
td  gratjfteatton  over  car  crash¬ 


es.  contains  three - ; — 

which  the  12  cocmcSknv  on 
3ie  licensing  sub-comxnfttoe 
"  '  *  toe  distasteful -.Page  5 

Five-day  drill  for 
French  teenagers 

Flrench  teenagers  wffl  have  to 
go  on  five-day  dvic  instruction 
courses  muter  plans  to  replace 
national  conscription. Anyone 
who  does  not  take  part  wiHT* 
unable  fo  apply  foradvfi 
service  job.  aaerbisba' edwca-. 
tionor  obtain  social  seanify. 
Alt  l&yearotrfs  wffl  be  m- 
StmOed  on  their  rights  and 
defies  aa  qtanrx. - 19 
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Police  kill 
man  on 
rampage 
in  shop 

Bv  Stewart  Tendler 

CRIME  CORRESPONDENT 

A  DISTURBED  man  who 
went  onthe  rampage  in  a  busy 
dty  supermarket  with  a  knife 
was  shot  dead  by  a  police 
marksman  last  night. 

The  40-year-rfd-man,  who 
was  also  waving  a  pair  of 
handcuffs,  ran  into  the  Co-op 
she®  in  Wasbwood  Heath 
Road.  Ward  End.  Birm¬ 
ingham.  after  an  argument 
with  a  woman,  believed  to  be 
his  mother,  at  a  house  nearby. 

inside  the  shop  the  man 
launched  an  attack  on  dure 
members  of  staff  before  con¬ 
fronting  the  manager.  He  put 
the  handcuffs  on  the  man  and 
then  threatened  him  with  the 
knife  ai  his  bade  before  lash¬ 
ing  (tot  in  attempt  to  cut  the 
man's  throat  He  stabbed  him 
ar  least  once  in  the  stomach. 

Outside  the  shop  armed 
police,  who  had  been  called  to 
deal  with  the  disturbance  at 
the  house,  surrounded  the 

builtfing  but  were  forced  to 
open  fire  when  their  attempts 
to  negotiate  with  the  man 
felted.  _ 

.  Witnesses  heard  four  or  five 
shoe  after  an  officer  ,  opened 
fixe  and  seriously  wounded 

the  man.  He  died  later 

The  officer  who  shot  the 
man  was  described  as  “ex¬ 
tremely  traumatised  ".The 

Shop  manager  was  being 
treated  for  the  wounds,  but  fos 
hfe  was  not  at  risk. 


Angler  casts  out  British 
record  with  981b  catfish 


By  Brian  Clarke 

ANGLING  CORRESPONDENT 

A  CATFISH  seven  feet  long 
and  weighing  98Ibs,  a  fish 
without  precedent  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  British  angling,  has 
been  caught  from  a  lake  in 
Essex. 

It  was  taken  by  Steve  Bond 
from  Oak  Lodge,  a  two-acre 
water  at  Rayleigh,  near 
Southend. 

The  fish  was  half  as  heavy 
again  as  the  next  biggest 
freshwater  fish  ever  caught  in 
Britain,  a  64lb  salmon  taken 
by  Georgina  BaEantine  in 
1922.  It  was  37Ihs  heavier  than 
the  previous  record  catfish, 
caught  from  a  lake  in  Bedford¬ 
shire  earlier  this  year. 

But  even  as  the  scales  on 
which  the  fish  was  weighed 
were  being  checked  by  a  local 
Weights  and  Measures  De¬ 
partment  -and  a  claim  for  a 
new  record  was  being  pre¬ 
pared,  questions  about  the 
catch  began  circulating. 

Mr  Braid  owns  the  lake  and 
charges  anglers  £20  a  day.  A 
number  of  catfish  anglers 
were  suggesting  the  fish  could 
have  been  smuggled  in  from 
the  European  mainland  and 
recently  put  into  the  water. 

If  so,  that  would  be  suffi- 
riemto  have  any  record  daim 
rejected.  Mr  Bond  dismissed 
these  claims  out  of  hand.  “I 
have  seven  witnesses  to  the 
capture.  Nothing  like  that  fish 
has  ever  been  put  in.  It  is  all 
just  jealousy.” 

Alwyne  -Wheeler,  a  former 
curator  of  fish  at  the  Natural 


Mr  Bond  and  catch:  “I  am  still  aching  after  the  fight" 


History  Museum  and  scientif¬ 
ic  adviser  to  the  British  record 
fish  committee,  said:  “It  does 
seem  surprising  that  such  an 
enormous  fish  should  come 
from  such  a  small  lake.  It 
would  take  a  tremendous  toll 
of  other  fish  and  any  water 
fowl  present  The  committee 
will  come  to  a  decision  whrai  it 
has  all  the  evidence.” . 

In  the  meantime,  there  is  no 
doubt  dial  the  immense  fish 
was  caught  and  caught  on  rod 
and  line  by  Mr  Braid. 

“I  am  still  aching  after  the 
fight"  he  said.  "I  hooted  it 
while  I  was  fishing  from  the 
bank  but  realised  after  ten 
minutes  that  1  could  nor 
control  it  from  there. 

“A  friend  got  into  a  boat 
with  me.  I  weigh  16  stones  and 
my  pal  weighs  14  stones.  We 
were  already  low  in  the  water. 
The  fish  towed  us  around  for 


an  hour  and  a  half.  People  on 
the  bank  thought  it  was  going 
to  tow  us  under." 

Catfish  are  predators  and 

scavengers  and  on  the  Euro¬ 
pean  mainland,  where  they 
originated,  they  can  grow  to 
immense  size.  Weights  of 
4001b  and  even  5001b  have 
been  recorded. 

Relatively  few  waters  in 
Britain  contain  them  and  they 
have  nor  achieved  that  size 
here.  The  first  were  introduced 
to  Britain  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  who.  in  1880,  put  70  or 
so  small  fish  into  two  lakes  at 
Woburn.  Since  then,  the  fish 
have  spread  to  several  other 
waters  in  the  Home  Counties 
and  the  southern  Midlands. 

There  has  long  been  specu¬ 
lation  on  how  big  a  record  fish 
could  grow.  This  catch  looks 
set  to  pur  several  theories  to 
the  test 


Sceptics 
win  vote 
on  EMU 
debate 

By  Philip  Webster 

POLITICAL  EDITOR 

THE  Government  faced 
mounting  pressure  to  give 
way  to  MPS  and  allow  a 
debate  on  the  single  currency 
last  night  after  suffering  an 
embarrassing  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  Euro-sceptics  using 
guerrilla  warfare  tactics. 

Amid  chaotic  scenes  a  Com¬ 
mons  committee  yesterday 
morning  refused  to  back  the 
Government's  wish  to  “take 
note"  of  a  series  of  Brussels 
proposals  on  monetary  union. 
The  Government  wanted  the 
matters,  covering  arrange¬ 
ments  for  introducing  the 
euro,  including  fines  for  coun¬ 
tries  that  breach  budget  deficit 
rules,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
committee  rather  than  in  the 
full  glare  of  the  Commons. 

Ministers  made  plain  that 
They  would  ignore  ihe  vote, 
saying  the  debate  in  itself  had 
been  enough  to  comply  with 
Commons  rules  that  the  regu¬ 
lations  had  to  be  "scrutinised 
But  protests  mounted  through 
tile  day.  The  rebels  took  heart 
when  Betty  Boothroyd.  the 
Speaker,  promised  to  look  into 
the  matter  and  said  she  was 
anxious  to  "save  the  integrity 
of  the  House". 

Then  in  a  potentially  deci¬ 
sive  move  last  night  the  Select 
Committee  on  European  Leg¬ 
islation  made  a  renewed  de¬ 
mand  for  the  matter  to  be 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  6 
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Pie’s  the  limit  for  minister 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


You fat  bastard, 

*00  fat  bastard, 

*e  all  the  pies’ 

Jz J  MP  was  actually  vulgar 
jj^ough  to  chant  this,  or  any- 
0^8  like  jt.  as  Nichofo* 
the  Armed  Forces 
iaSS1  into  the 

«^rabwy«teniaytomakea 

statement  about  military  sup- 
P°n  For  a  relief  operation  to 
Ip  starving  refiigees  in  Cen¬ 


tral  Africa.  But  the  thought 
entered  more  minds  than 
mine,  that  to  place  this  Minis¬ 
ter  behind  a  Whitehall  desk  to 
sign  orders  and  agree  state¬ 
ments.  is  to  misdirect  his 
talents. 

Overseeing  two  operations 
—  supplying  military  protec¬ 
tion  and  providing  food  —  the 
enormous  Mr  Soames  aims  to 
do  good  indirectly.  But  de¬ 
ployed  in  his  own  person  as  a 
defensive  barrage,  or  as  nour¬ 
ishment  for  hungry  refugees. 
Soames  could  do  good 
directly. 

With  Soames  borne  aloft 


and  ahead  —  a  human  shield 
in  Hussars'  tie  —  a  whole 
regiment  could  march  across 
the  African  plain  safe  from 
attack.  He  would  serve  in  two 
capacities.  First,  the  mere 
sight  of  Mr  Soames  would  so 
terrify  both  the  Hutus  and  die 
Tutsis,  none  of  whom  could 
ever  before  have  seen  any¬ 
thing  so  big  and  so  white,  that 
most  would  drop  their  spear? 
and  run  As  for  the  Congo 
pygmies,  they  would  be  dumb¬ 
founded.  regarding  Soames  as 
the  representative  of  another 
species  altogether. 

Secondly,  should  any  attack 


by  spears,  arrows  or  blow¬ 
pipes  actually  be  launched, 
such  a  bombardment  would 
be  to  Mr  Starnes  wfaat  a  few. 
mosquito  bites  are  to  lesser 
humans.  The  natives,  finding 
their  weaponry  useless,  would 
panic,  their  morale  shattered. 

The  military  operation  com¬ 
plete.  there  would  be  no  need 
to  bring  Soames  home.  For 
now  the  humanitarian,  stage 


commences,  .dust,  one  of  the 
Armed  Forces;  Ministers  legs 
could -  feed  an  entire  Hutu 
encampment  Finely  diced 
and  serred  -/with-  -  yams. 
Soameskcould-jiake  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  sarvival  arid 
starvation  fora  whole  tribe.  A 


philanthropic  sod,  it  is  quite 
possible  Mr  Soames  Could  be 
persuaded  of.  the  benefits  of 


serving  humanity  jfo  this  un¬ 
usual  way.  . 

Before  the  Minister  arrived,. 
MEs  had.  endured  -a  session, 
that  can  strict  60  minutes  of 
parliamentary  time  into  what 
always  seems:  are  eternity. 


An 
long.  - 

.  Of  note  yesterday  —  apart 
from  an  observation  by  Bany 
Field  (Isle  of  Wight  Conserva¬ 
tive)  that  the  Scots  "mutter 
and  moan  into  their  sporran?’ 

was  thi^M^a^Ssytiuthe 
Scottish  Secretary,  seems,  to  be 


makirig  .a  point  of  personally 
-■absworing almost  every  Ques- 
C&Hfronr English  Tory  MPs. . 
.r^'Jbfs  re-iHtusoaL  There  were 
;  four  Scottish  ministers  on  the 
bendt,  and  only  a -handful  of 
English  MPs-on  the  govem- 
.  'mfint- backbenches/  But  every  - 
.;  time. ran  English  colleague 
popped  up;  Forsyth  took  die 
.-Question- 

■  ’  JJp  he;‘Wou]d  leap,  ever 
helpmt  ready,  to  flatter. "even 
:*fee  most  rteposterons  of  his 
• :  Sassenach  eolleagties.  Speak-, 
fog  without  notes,  tins  rising 
•  right-wing  E  u  rosceptlc 

showed  offhisskill  and  bite  at 


tile  dispatch  box.  In-facufie& 
was  only  one  Engfish.Toiyhe 
did  notanswer:  the  irretrStf- 
abfy  Europeanist  arid  Hal¬ 
ite  wet.  Hugh  Dykes  (Harrow 
East).  No  voles  there 
Forsyth  in  a  future  leadej^> 
cbritesL  -  ' 

As  I  left  an  oman  ^stapoed 
into  the  chamber.  -•  . 

Spindly  Sir  George  Gafefi- 
ner  (Conservative;'  Rdgatpl 
has  thickened  a  lMe  arwOd 
the  midriffs,  and  now  resiSto- 
bfcs  a  lick  of  radox»piHt)eTgn 
a  long  stick.  When  Sir  Geojjge. 
shows.- Tory  trouble  is  bffiw- 
ing  on  Europe.  .  ^ 


Butler  defends 
Whitehall  role  in 
Tory  tax  attack 

By  Philip  Webster  and  Andrew  Pierce 


THE  Cabinet  Secretary.  Sir 
Robin  Butler,  became  em¬ 
broiled  in  a  fierce  political  row 
yesterday  as  be  insisted  that 
the  impartiality  of  dvil  ser¬ 
vants  had  not  been  compro¬ 
mised  by  the  production  of  a 
Tory  document  alleging  Lab¬ 
our  spending  plans  would  cost 
the  taxpayer  £30  billion. 

Sir  Robin’s  swift  interven¬ 
tion  to  underline  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  Civil  Service 
overshadowed  a  day  of  daims 
and  counter  daims  about  the 
Conservatives’  “tax  bomb¬ 
shell"  charge. 

The  Tories  had  published  a 
dossier  detailing  89  pledges 
which  they  daimed  would 
cost  the  average  family  El  200. 
But  within  five  hours.  Labour 
had  produced  a  line-by-line 
rebuttal,  saying  each  of  the 
Tory  claims  was  a  lie. 

Sir  Robin  made  dear  that 
civil  servants  had  acted  in 
accordance  with  guidelines. 
But  in  a  strongly  worded 
statement  the  First  Division 
Assodation,  which  represents 
senior  dvil  servants,  ex¬ 
pressed  deep  concern  at  “the 
extensive  use  of  dvil  servants 
to  cost  alleged  Labour  Party 
policies”. 

Alerted  by  Tony  Blair's  of¬ 
fice  to  a  BBC  report  suggest¬ 
ing  that  he  had  authorised 
dvil  servants  to  trawl  through 
the  speeches  dI  Labour 
frontbenchers  for  spending 
commitments.  Sir  Robin  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  had  had  no 


personal  part  in  the  exercise, 
about  which  he  learnt  for  the 
first  tune  on  Sunday.  He 
added  that  the  exerdse  had 
not  breached  the  rules. 

He  is  understood  to  have 
telephoned  William 
Waldegrave,  the  Treasury 
Chief  Secretary,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  costing  exercise 
and  met  him  later.  But  he 
denied,  through  the  Cabinet 
Office  that  he  had  protested  to 
Mr  Waldegrave. 

Mr  Waldegrave,  stung  by 
suggestions  he  had  been  given 
a  dressing  down  by  Sir  Robin, 
issued  a  short  statement 
through  Conservative  Central 
Office.  He  said:  “I  have  seen 
Sir  Robin  Butler.  He  has 
made  no  criticism  of  me  or  this 
casting  exercise.  The  exercise 
was.  as  he  agrees,  conducted 
according  to  die  long-standing 


Sir  Robin:  drew  up  the 
rules  for  rivQ  servants 


rules  for  .which  he  was  origi¬ 
nally  responsible." 

Baroness  Symons,  General 
Secretary  of  the  FDA,  die 
senior  civil  servants’  assod¬ 
ation,  telephoned  Sir  Robin  to 
protest  about  the  use  of  dvil 
servants  in  the  document- 

Ten  years  ago.  Sir  Robin 
devised  the  rules  which  should 
be  followed  if  Whitehall  de¬ 
partments  are  asked  to  cost 
the  policies  and  pledges  of 
their  political  opponents.  His 
rules  appear  in  a  booklet 
Guidance  on  Guidance. 

Hie  instructions  appear 
under  the  heading  "Costing 
the  poHries  erf  Opposition  par¬ 
ties"  and  say  there  is  no 
objection  to  officials  providing 
“factual  information". 

Labour,  were  quick  to  con¬ 
demn  the  Tory  document  as 
“89  new  Tory  lies".  Gordon 
Brown  published  a  point  by 
point  rebuttal  of  the  Tory 
assertions.  "Having  lied  about 
their  tax  plans  and  raised 
taxes  22  times  against  all 
promises,  the  Tories  are  now 
lying  about  Labour's  tax  and 
spending  plans,"  he  said! 

Hie  Tories  later  produced 
their  own  rebuttal  to  Labour’s 
counter  daims.  As  the  allega¬ 
tions  descended  deeper  into 
force.  Conservative  Central 
Office  produced  a  further  de¬ 
fence  of  their  original  claims 
insisting  the  “costing  is  right" 
on  each  of  the  89  points. 

Labour  denial.  page  12 


BARflY  POWER 


The  Prince  tastes  the  award- winning  bitter  yesterday 

Prince  behind  bar 
to  sample  Jail  Ale 


THE  Prince  of  Wales  sam¬ 
pled  Dartmoor  JaB  Ale  yester¬ 
day  in  a  specially  created  bar 
at  which  be  was  the  only 
customer.  A  pint  of  the  award- 
winning  dark  bitter  was 
pulled  for  him  when  he  arri¬ 
ved  at  a  tiny  brewery  in 
Princetown.  Devon,  during  a 
flurry  of  snow. 

The  brewers.  Philip  Davis 
and  Simon  Loveless,  erected  a 
three-pump  bar  for  his  visit. 
As  he  lifted  a  glass  tankard 
full  of  tiie  bitter,  the  Prince 


joked:  *1  don’t  want  to  get  the 
froth  on  the  end  of  my  nose." 

.  After  his  tasting,  he  was 
presented  with  48  bottles  of 
ale  brewed  for  him.  The  labels 
bore  a  royal  crown  together 
with  the  initials  HRH. 

*71X7  tiie  only  48  bot¬ 
tles  of  this  beer,  in  the  world." 
Mr  Davis  said,  adding  that 
the  bitter,  became  stronger  as 
it  aged.  The  brewery,  leased 
from  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
is  only  yards1  from  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Inn. 


Euro  row 

Continued  from  page  I 
taken  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  The  c&mpittee,  which 
has  overall  diarge  of  the  way 
the  (footmans  handles  Euro¬ 
pean  .  affairs,  disagreed  with 
ministers  that  the  documents 
had  been  scrutinised.  It  de¬ 
clared  that  in  its  view  the 
documents  had  not  yet:  been 
dealt  with  and  asked  farthamr 
to  go  to  the  lull  House.  ■’ 

Hie  move  left  the  Govern* 
merit  again  in.  confrontation 
until  backbenchers  from  foil 
sides  of  tiie  Commons.  Tony 
NeWton,  the  Commons  leader, 
will  face  a  rough  ride  tins 
afternoon  if  he  declines  to 
backdown.  .*  •  V;  r 

Miss  Boothrqyd  bad  earlier 
intervened  after  unusual 
scenes  in  aComroonscomnHt- 
tee  room  yesterday  morning 
when  Euro-sceptics  trooped  in 
to  join  tiie  normally  tranquil 
proceedings  of  .  European 
Standing  Committee  B  as  il 
discussed  a  series  of  regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  mffoduo- 
tion  .  erf.  ■  ’tiie  .  euro.::  The 
interlopers  were,  not  allowed 
to  vote  but  they  continued  to 
demand-  that  tiie  matter  be. 
heardin  the  Cotrimans  rather 
than  the  committee  Ttsdf. 

When  tiie  committee  mem¬ 
bers  themselves  came  to  vote 
cai  '  the  documents  John 
Whittingdale,  Conservative 
MPfefr  Colchester  South-and 
Mafoom  sided  with  Opposi¬ 
tion  MPS  to  defeat  the  GoWtin^ 
ment.by  seven,  votes  to.  six..?:. 

More  than  50  MPs  of  rill 
parties,  but  mainiy  Tory  Eutw- 
sceptics,  went  along  to  -the 
meeting  to  urgetoediairmatt 
Sir  James  Molyneaux  to 'ad¬ 
journ  proceedings  sd  that  toe 
debate  could  be  heard  in  toe 
House.  Some  Conservatives 
daim -that  -the  Government 
wants  to  keep  the  issue  out  of 
toe  spotlight  •  to  .  prevent 
Kenneth,  Clarke?  the  pro  Euro¬ 
pean  Chancellor,  having  to 
answer  senstitive  questions. 
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Buying  a  computer  lor  the  first  time  or 
j>  j  seasoned  technology  expert,  derisions  are 
always  made  hv  the  head  and  the  wallet  and 
seldom  the  heart. 

The  Tact  i>  that  a  Compaq  cum  pu tor  is 
often  the  heart's  desire  of  am  computer  buver, 
for  home  or  office.  So  now.  with  a  little  help 
from  Technology  Online,  one  of  the  UK's 


CareFREE  36 


3  scar  on  site  warranty 


largest  Compaq  dealers,  your  heart’s  desire  is 
now  priced  to  suit  every  wallet  and  still  be  a 
derision  your  head  will  be  happv  with. 

And,  as  if  low  prices  were  not  enough. 
Technology  Online  will  add  a  CareFREE  36, 
3  year  on  site  warranty  absolutely  FREE. 
Three  years’ complete  peace  of  mind  and 
a  quality  of  PC  which  could  only  be  Compaq . 
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Ministers  urged  to 
produce  new  ideas 

By  Jill  Sherman,  chief  political  correspondent 


JOHN  MAJOR  has  told  the 
Cabinet  to  come  up  with  some 
fresh,  and  more  radical,  ideas 
for  the  Conservative  Party 
manifesto  in  case  he  is  forced 
into  a  snap  general  election 
early  next  year. 

Ministers  hare  been  asked 
to  submit  new  policies  within 
the  next  three  weeks  to  Nor¬ 
man  Blackwell,  head  of  tie 
Downing  Street  policy  unit 
Mr  Blackwell  will  consult 
other  members  of  the  policy 
unit  in  December  before 
drawing  up  the  final  docu¬ 
ment  over  Christmas. 

The  search  for  more  for 
reaching  ideas  follows  a  series 
of  high  level  meetings  between 
Mr  Major.  Michael  Howard, 
Michael  Heseltine,  Kenneth 
Clarke  and  Mr  Blackwell.  The 
Prime  Minister  is  still  hoping 
to  delay  the  general  election 
until  May,  but  he  knows  that 
Labour  will  use  every  opportu¬ 
nity  to  force  an  earDer  pdl. 
The  Tories’  slim  majority  is 
expected  to  be  wiped  out  by  the 
forthcoming  by-elections  in 
Barnsley  East  and  Wirral 
South. 

Although '  ministers  pro¬ 
duced  a  raft  of  ideas  for  the 
manifesto  in  July.  they,  have 
now  been  asked  to  go  back  to 
their  departments  to  think 
again,  {forty  strategists  say 
that  as  many  of  the  ideas  were 
announced  at  toe  party  confer¬ 
ence,  ministers  needed  to 
come  up  with  fresh  proposals, 
pawning  Street  is  also  anx¬ 
ious  to  maintain  the  momen¬ 
tum  and  demonstrate  that  the 
party  has  not  run  out  of  steam 
after  17  years.  • 

The  new  proposals  must  fit 
into  the  theme,  “Opportunity 
for  all",  which  was launched 
at  the  party  conference  in 
October  with  a  vivid  portrayal 
of  Mr  Major'S  humble  begin¬ 
nings  in  Brixton.  ' 

Tne  programme  is  aimed  at 
Middle  England  voters  —  the 
key  group,  for  which  both 

Labour  and  the  Tories  are 


vying  —  and  is  expected  "to 
focus  on  health,  education  and 
empfoymotL  Strategists  are 
keen  to  translate  Margaret 
Thatcher's  propertyawning 
democracy  into  an  “opportuni- 
tyowningdemocracy'*. 

Policies  are  likely  to  include 
encouraging  savings  and  cut¬ 
ting  capital  gains  and  inheri¬ 
tance  taxes.  The  manifesto  will 
also  unhide  a  pledge  to  in¬ 
crease  spending  on  health  and 
plans  to  help  toe  elderly  with 
the  cost  of  nursing  homes. 
More  law  and  order  measures 
are  also  expected,  including 
those  dropped  from  the 
Queen’s  Speech,  such  as  the 
national  identity  card. 


Major  fears  ‘sticky 
patch’  in  Ulster  talks 

British  and  Irish  ministers  met  hi  Belfast  last  night  amid 
growing  gloom  about  the  multiparty,  talks  at  Stormont  Dick 
Spring.  Ireland'S  Deputy  Prime  Minister'  used  the  first  ! 
Anglo-Irish  conference ^since  July,  to  voice  his  fears  that 
.  Unionists  were  obstructing  the  talks.  7 

-  John  Major  met:  loyalist  politicians  for  90  minutes  at  ' 
Downing  Street  He  conceded  that  the  talks  had  run  into  a 
“sticky  patch  and  we  must  wait  and  see  how  we  get  out  of : 
that".  He  was  told  by  the  loyalists  that  the  decommissioning: 
of  temnist  weapons  could  lead  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Stormont  discussions.  Hie  Irish  Government  and  the  SDtP.. 
are  concerned  that  Unionists  want  to  use  Sinn  Fein’s 
absence  from  the  talks  to  insist  that  .the  IRA  must' 
decommission  some  weapons  before  Sinn  Fein  can  jotn;;: 
negotiations  on  substantive:  issues. 

DPP  chief  fights  back 

Barbara  Mills,  QG,  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions,  has 
sought'  to  defuse  mounting  criticisms  of  the  Crown 
Prosecution  Service  with  a  letter  to  all  its  staff  denouncing  a 
-BBG2  programme  . as  “selective  and"  unbalanced”.  She 
warned  that  the  programme,  sbown  last  night  as  part  of  a 
series,  called  The  Verdict,  might  be  "hostile”.  It  claims  the 
CPS  downgrades  charges  so  they  are  heard  in  the  less 
-expensive  magistrates' courts. 

Lottery  lays  golden  Eigg 

The  National  Lottery  Heritage  Fundptedged  to  support  the 
people  of  Eigg  m  toeir  attempt  to  buy  tiie  Hebridean  island, 
lie  five-mile  long  island  was  put  up  for  sate  for  £2  million 
by  its  present  owner;  Marlin  Eckhart  Mamma,  a  German 
.artist,  in  August  As  well  as  the  purchase'  price,  the  trust  set 
up  to  bid  for  the  island  is  seeking  funds  to  implement  devel¬ 
opment  and  businessplans  for  the  area.  Financial  support  is 
expected  to  be  substantial,  possibly  about  75  per  cent 

Labour  chooses  teacher 

Jeff  Ennis,  a  44-yearLold  teacher  and  local  council  leader,  has , 
'  beat  named  as  Labour  candidate  for  the  Barnsley  East  by 
election  to  be  held  on  December  12.  Party  whips  moved  the 
writ  for  the  poll  in  the  Commons  yesterday.  The  byelectiori 
for  the  South  Yorkshire  mining  seat  Was'c&used  by  the  death 
.last  month  of  the  sitting' MP  Terry  Patchett  who  had  a 
24J77  majority  at  the  lastelection.  If  Labourretains  the  seat, 
.tiie  Government  will  lose  its  Commons  majority  of  one. 

Army’s  Big  Mac  attack 

Orders  received  by  soldiers  on  the  radio  network  at  the 
Colchester  barracks  of  24  Airmobile  Brigade  had  more  to  do 
;  with  beef  toa n  bull  New  Dutch  headphones  used  by  the 
staff  of  toe  local  McDonald's  to  take  orders  from  drive-in 
customers  interfered  with  the  military  frequencies.  Officials 
from  toe  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry’s  Radio 
Communications  Agency  visited  toe  restaurant,  in  Stamvay, 
Essex,  and  warned  staff  not  to  use  unlicensed  radio  systems. 


CORRECTION 


The  sale  of  an  unrecorded 
sketchleaf  from  Beethoven's 
Must  Solemnis  (report,  Nov¬ 
ember  19)  lakes .  place  at 
Sotheby's  in  London  on 
December  6. 
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in  battle  of  the  listed  wall 
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Neighbour’s  case  ‘without  foundation’ 


Anne  Kissel;  die  lost  her  case  against  the  council 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

A'HfGH  COURT  judge  has 
called  for  a  ceasefire  in  a  ten- 
yearlegal  battle  over  a  stone 
waD  dividing  two  medieval 
homes  in  a  Cotswold  town. 

With  both  sides  now  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds  poorer, 
the  judge  said  yesterday  that 
he  hoped  die  argument  which 
had  raged  in .  Chipping 
Carapden  —  “a  town  of  great 
charm  and  attraction"  — 
should  be  laid  to  rest 

Anne  Kissel,  a  recently  qual¬ 
ified  solicitor,  had  just  lost  the 
latest  round  in  the  battle  of  the 
wall.  She  was  described  by 
Rowland  Rodgers,  a  garage 
proprietor,  as  “one  of  the 
worst  neighbours  in  the  coun¬ 
try”,  who  had  caused  a  ten- 
year  “living  nightmare  of 
litigation". 

Mr  Justice  Scon  Baker  re¬ 
jected  her  claim  that  Cotswold 
District  Council  was  wrong  in 
law  when  it  retrospectively 
granted  Mr  Rodgers  listed 
building  consent  for  the  rais¬ 
ing  of  the  height  of  the  wall  at 
Poppetts,  his  medieval  farm¬ 
house  home  in  the  High 
Sum.  The  judge  dismissed 
her  argument  that  Mr 
Rodgers  should  have  been 
prosecuted  by  the  authority 
for  demolishing  and  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  dry-stone  wall,  chang¬ 
ing  its  character  to  a  wet-stone 
wall,  without  consent 

A  further  blow  came  when 
the  judge  ordered  Mrs  Kissel, 
who  lives  next  door  at  16th- 


The  listed  wall  over  which  Mrs  Kissel  objected 


century  Twine  House,  to  pay 
the  council's  legal  costs,  esti¬ 
mated  at  between  E5.000  and 
£10,000,  on  an  indemnity  ba¬ 
sis  — the  highest  level  at  which 
costs  can  be  awarded.  The 
judge  made  the  punitive  order 
after  Timothy  Straker,  QC.  for 
the  council,  argued  that  Mrs 
Kissel  had  pursued  the  case  as 
part  of  her  "hobby"  regarding 
listed  buildings. 

She  had  afao-  pursued  the 
case  even  though  work  on  the 
wall  had  been  done  at  her 
instigation  after  earlier  court 
action.  Gregory  Jones,  her 
counsel,  accused  the  council  of 
applying  for  the  increased 
costs  order  as  an  act  of 
oppression,  seeking  revenge 
against  Mrs  Kissel  for  bring¬ 
ing  yesterday’s  action. 

The  judge  observed  that 
Mrs  Kissel  was  “no  stranger" 
to  judicial  review  applications 
in  the  High  Court,  having 


launched  proceedings  against 
another  neighbour  over  the 
demolition  of  another  wall. 

Rejecting  her  challenge.  Mr 
Justice  Scott  Baker  said  the 
council  had  acted  “entirely 
properly”.  It  was  Mrs  Kissel 
who  wanted  the  wall  rebuilt 
and  it  had  been  done  to  a 
standard  that  satisfied  the 
local  authority  —  and  there 
was  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
it  properly  qualified  as  a  dry- 
stone  wall  in  the  first  place. 

“She  has  caused  a  great  deal 
of  time  to  be  spent  by  the 
council  and  no  doubt  some 
aggravation  to  its  officers  and 
also  to  her  neighbour.  Her 
claim  on  careful  examination 
is  without  foundation  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  matter  will 
now  be  laid  to  rest,”  he  said. 

Mrs  Kissel  was  refused 
leave  to  appeal,  but  could  still 
take  her  application  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  Mr  Rodgers 


said  later.  “1  am  very  pleased 
it  has  worked  out  like  this. 
Mrs  Kissel  is  one  of  the  worst 
neighbours  in  the  country.  She 
has  cost  me  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds  over  the  past  ten 
years  in  litigation.  I  hope  she 
backs  off  now.” 

Mrs  Kissel  said:  “This  wall 
has  been  belittled  by  every¬ 
body,  but  it  is  a  Grade  II  listed 
building  and  should  be  treated 
as  such." 

The  legal  battle  with  Mr 
Rodgers  nad  not  been  all  one 
way  as  he  had  also  started 
court  actions  against  her.  She 
added:  “Since  these  proceed¬ 
ings  started,  I  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  various  abusive  tele¬ 
phone  calls  and  I  don’t  know 
where  they  have  come  from." 

In  Chipping  Campden 
some  were  toasting  Mr  Rod¬ 
gers’s  success.  Roger  Fowle, 
56,  said:  “Everyone  in  the 
town  except  Mrs  Kissel  was 
delighted  when  Rowland  took 
over  this  cottage.  She  has  op¬ 
posed  him  every  step  of  the 
way.  The  whole  episode  has 
changed  him  completely.  He 
used  to  be  happy-go-lucky  but 
now  he’s  always  on  edge." 

Sally  Lindner,  a  town  and 
district  councillor,  said:  “Mr 
Rodgers  has  done  everything 
by  the  book.  But  she  is  just 
obsessive.  Her  actions  have 
ruined  his  life.  She  is  obsessed 
with  listed  buildings.  She 
wants  everything  to  be  the 
way  it  was,  without  any  com¬ 
promise.  Everyone  knows  that 
is  impossible,  except  her." 


Rowland  Rodgers:  he  raised  the  height  of  the  wall 
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Vet  who  mistreated  dogs 
banned  from  practising 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


-‘V. 
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A  VET  was  banned  from 
practising  yesterday  after  a 
disciplinary  committee  derid¬ 
ed  she  had  caused  unneces¬ 
sary  suffering  to  alsatian  dogs 
iii  her  care. 

One  animal  was  found  with 
a  foot  missing  and  an  ear 
ripped  off;  another  had  a 
severely  swollen  and  infected 
head;  and  others  were  found 
licking  moisture  off  window- 
panes  to  slake  their  thirst  Two 
dogs  had  to  be  put  down.  : 

The  Royal  College  of  Veteri- . 
nary  Surgeons  tudd  .Helen 
Hein,  69,  of  Amberwcfl  Ken¬ 
nels.  Guildford,  Surrey,  that 
she  was  “unfit  to  practise 
veterinary  surgery"  and  that 
the  registrar  had  been  directed 
fa  remove  her  name  from  the 
register.  She  had  had  140  dogs 
inhercare. 

Jeremy  Lucke,  chairman  of 
the  coOege’s  tii  sdplinary  pan- 
eLsaitt'Tf  is  tihe  dear  that  not 
only  were  you  the  custodian  of 
a  large-number  of  dogs  with¬ 
out  adequate  staffing  or  re¬ 
sources  to :  care  for  them 
properiy.  you  were  also  acting 
in  a  professional  capacity  to 
dime  animals. in  your  care. 


The  committee  has  no  doubt 
this  resulted  in  unnecessary 
suffering.” 

The  committee  was  told  that 
Miss  Hein,  a  former  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  vet.  had  been 
found  guilty  by  Famham 
Magistrates  in  March  of  mis¬ 
treating  dogs  [n  her  care.  She 
had  been  barred  from  having 
custody  of  any  dogs  for  seven 
years  and  fined  £250  for 
unlawfully  keeping  a  breeding 
establishment 

In  a-staieznent  after  the  two- 
day  disciplinary  hearing. 
Miss  Hein  said:  “I  have  never 
considered  that !  have  been 
cruel  to  my  dogs  or  caused 
unnecessary  suffering." 

The  committee  was  shown 
video  footage  of  Miss  Hein's 
house,  taken  by  RSPCA  in¬ 
spectors-  Members  were  tokl 
that  Miss  Hein  kept  140 
alsatians  in  die  house,  which 
was  littered  with  urine-soaked 
newspaper. 

Inspector  Alison  MacVicar 
told  the  panel:  To  get  into  the 
kitchen  you  had  to  climb  up 
onto  a  raised  paving  slab, 
climb  in  through  the  window, 
and  onto  a  metal  dustbin." 


Inside  she  had  found  18 
dogs,  among  them  four-year- 
old  Cuddly,  which  later  had  to 
be  put  down.  “Cuddly  was 
very  depressed.  He  had  great 
difficulty  moving.  He  seemed 
disabled  on  his  back  legs  and 
he  could  only  bunny  hop  using 
his  front  legs  to  pull  himself 
along.  His  eyes  were  very 
weepy.  He  had  been  bitten  on 
his  face." 

Another  dog.  Zinta,  was 
found  in  the  lavatory  compart¬ 
ment  of  a  caravan.  "Zinta  had 
her  right  ear  missing  and  her 
hind  right  foot  was  missing.  It 
was  a  stump  which  was  very 
red  and  raw "  The  leg  was 
later  amputated. 

Matthew  Scott,  for  Miss 
Hein,  said  that  she  was  “a 
person  who  is  overworked, 
foolish,  unwise  and  frightened 
but  without  any  desire  to 
cause  any  suffering  to  ani¬ 
mals".  He  added:  “It  is  only 
because  of  the  extraordinary 
love  that  Dr  Hein  had  for  her 
dogs  that  she  allowed  herself 
to  fall  into  the  position  where 
she  perhaps  had  more  ani¬ 
mals  than  she  could  have 
properly  coped  with." 


Watercolour  fetches 
a  record  £826,500 

By  Dalya  Alberge,  arts  correspondent 


A  PICTURE  by  a  little-known 
19th-oentiiiy  painter  broke 
the  world  auction  record  for 
any  British  watercolour  yes¬ 
terday.  John  Frederick  Lew¬ 
is’s  Lilium  Auratum  sold  for 
£826^00  at  Sotheby's  In 
London. 

The  price  doubled  the  previ¬ 
ous  record,  held  by  Turner’s 
Hampton  Court  Palace, 
which  fetched  £473,000  at 
Sotheby's  in  1990. 

Sadi  was  the  competition 
that  bidding,  by  telephone. 
lasted  for  several  minutes. 
Five  potential  buyers  sent  the 
price  leaping  by  £10.000  as 
they  ignored  the  estimate  of 
£350.000  to  £500,000.  The 
buyer  was  anonymous. 

The  watercolour  depicts 
two  Oriental  girls  in  the 
walled  garden  of  a  harem.  Its 
use  of  luminous  colour  and 
tight  shows  Lewis  at  his  be$L 
The  artist  (1805-76)  specialised 
in  Oriental  and  Mediterra¬ 
nean  subjects  captured  in 
great  detail.  He  made  his 
name  in  England  in  the  1820s 
as  an  animal  painter  whose 
style  is  reminiscent  of  Land¬ 
seer.  He  spent  ten  years  in 
Cairo  from  [841.  during  which 


time  be  did  not  exhibit  any 
works.  The  novelist  Thacker¬ 
ay  visited  him  there  and  noted 
that  he  had  taken  on  a 
“dreamy,  hazy,  lazy,  tobac- 
cofied  life". 

Simon  Taylor,  a  senior  di¬ 
rector  of  Sotheby’s,  said  Lewis 
rarely  came  on  the  market: 
"He  was  a  fantastic  artist  In 
the  late  1970s  he  held  the 
record  for  Victorian  painting. 
Serious  collectors  really  go  for 
them.  His  work  has  an  abso¬ 
lute  radiance  ta  it  He  gets 
that  Eastern,  hot  sunlight" 


A  detail  from  the  John 
Frederick  Lewis  picture 


Self-styled  prince  left  trail  of 
terror  in  13  armed  robberies 


'-■rt  -r -  ‘  ■ 
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RICHARD  SHOREY  tried  10 
cloak  his  five  years  -of  violent 
armed  robberies  with  an  aura 
of  glamour.  He  falsely 
daimed  to  be  an  African 
prince,  slept  with  a  silver 
pistol  under  his  bed  and 
boasted  to  police  that  he  was  a 
criminal  tycoon. 

But  for  all  his  daims  of 
prowess.  Shorey,  27,  from 
Harlesden,  west  London,  was 
caught  by  police  on  routine 
patrol  because  he  could  not 
use  the  headlights  of  a  stolen 
getaway  car. 

Shorey  stabbed  one  deaf 
and  dumb  victim  13  times  for 
having  no  cash.  Yesterday  he 
was  jailed  at  the  Old  Bailey  for 
14  years  after  admitting  13 
robberies  that  netted 
£250,000.  ... 

Shorey ’s  final  wave  of  mmi- 


By  Stephen  Farrell 

nal  activity  began  in  1991. 
After  release  from  prison  for 
spraying  a  policeman  with 
ammonia  he  became  the  “bag 
man"  on  a  jewellery  shop 
robbery  in  west  London. 

He  graduated  to  being  the 
gunman  on  other  robberies 
and  in  May  1992  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  underworld  by 
escaping  with  £110.000  in  gold 
and  cash  from  a  jewellery 
store  in  west  London. 

There  followed  a  series  of 
attacks  on  supermarkets, 
houses  and  a  security  van.  He 
later  admitted  stabbing  the 
deaf  and  dumb  man  because 
“I  Intended  to  do  somebody 
serious  harm  and  he  just 
happened  to  be  passing".  He 
handcuffed  a  woman  aged  72 
in  a  raid  on  a  house  and 
locked  her  in  a  small  cup¬ 


board.  He  pistol-whipped  a 
jeweller  whose  wife  tore  his 
£500  designer  jacket.  The  man 
needed  32  stitches. 

He  was  caught  after  steal¬ 
ing  a  taxi  drivers  wallet  and 
driving  off  in  the  car  without 
the  headlights  on.  A  patrol  car 
gave  chase.  Shorey,  who  has  a 
jewel  embedded  In  a  gold 
tooth,  told  police:  "I  view 
myself  as  a  tycoon.  I  was  only 
interested  in  money.  I  wanted 
lots  of  it  piled  up  all  around 
me." 

Judge  Boal,  QC,  told  him: 
“You  were  a  ruthless  and 
determined  armed  robber 
who  committed  serious  crimes 
whenever  you  needed  money. 
For  five  years  robbery  was 
your  way  of  life.  Each  of  your 
victims  must  have  feared  for 
their  lives." 


Killer  had 
affair  with 
Radio  One 
disc  jockey 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

THE  woman  who  killed 
Rachael  Lean  had  a  sexual 
relationship  with  a  former 
Radio  One  disc  jockey,  a  court 
was  told  yesterday.  Richard 
Skinner,  who  now  works  for 
Liberty  Radio,  said  that  he 
had  met  Maria  Hnatiuk  in  a 
pub  in  Battersea,  south 
London,  in  1990. 

After  their  relationship  end¬ 
ed.  Mr  Skinner  received  a 
blackmail  threat  from  lan 
Wells,  Hnatiuk’s  new  boy¬ 
friend.  Mr  Skinner  gave  de¬ 
tails  of  his  affair  -with 
Hnatiuk.  29.  in  a  statement  to 
police  that  was  read  out  at 
Norwich  Crown  Court  by 
Oliver  Blum.  QC,  her  counsel. 

Towards  the  end  of  1991. 
several  months  after  the  rela¬ 
tionship  had  ended.  Mr  Skin- 
neT  said  he  had  received  a 
telephone  call  from  Mr  Wells, 
who  alleged  that  Mr  Skinner 
had  raped  Hnatiuk. 

In  early  1993,  shortly  after 
Mr  Skinner  joined  Virgin 
Radio.  Mr  Wells  rang  him 
again  to  say  that  a  "financial 
settlement"  would  ensure  that 
the  rape  allegation  was  not 
disclosed  to  the  press.  Mr 
Skinner  said  he  then  contacted 
the  police. 

Hnatiuk  has  already  told 
the  court  that  the  rape  allega¬ 
tion  against  Mr  Skinner  was  a 
complete  fabrication  and  that 
Mr  Wells  had  forced  her  to 
make  it.  She  also  blamed  Mr 
Wells  for  the  killing  of  Miss 
Lean  —  saying  thar  he  had 
incited  her  to  stab  the  18-year- 
old  student  to  death. 

Hnatiuk  admits  man¬ 
slaughter  on  the  grounds  of 
diminished  responsibility  but 
denies  murder.  The  prosecu¬ 
tion  refuses  to  accept  her  plea. 
Miss  Lean's  body  was  found 
in  undergrowth  along  a  coun¬ 
try  lane  near  RAF  Colrishall, 
Norfolk,  in  September  last 
year.  The  prosecution  claim 
that  Hnatiuk  may  have  had  a 
sexual  motive  for  the  killing. 

Miss  Lean  lived  in  the 
nearby  village  of  Buxton  with 
her  father  Peter.  Hnatiuk. 
originally  from  Bristol,  had 
been  living  in  and  around 
Buxton  and  had  befriended 
Miss  Lean  shortly  before  the 
killing. 


Police  raid  home 
of  Guerin  suspect 

By  Audrey  Magee.  Ireland  correspondent 


ARMED  Irish  police  yester¬ 
day  raided  the  home  of  John 
Gilligan,  a  self-confessed  sus¬ 
pect  for  the  murder  of  the  Irish 
journalist  Veronica  Guerin. 

The  contents  of  Gilligan's 
estate  and  equestrian  centre 
near  Enfield.  Co  Meath,  were 
removed.  Furniture,  cars, 
horse  trailers  and  vehicles 
were  taken  in  lieu  of  payment 
of  a  £2  million  tax  bill. 

Gilligan,  44,  is  in  Belmarsh 
prison  in  England  on  charges 
of  money  laundering.  He  was 
arrested  at  Heathrow  airport 
in  October  carrying  £300,000 
and  was  charged  by  police 
under  anti-drug  legislation. 

He  is  the  first  suspected 
drug  dealer  to  have  his  prop¬ 
erty  raided  under  wide-rang¬ 
ing  legislation  rushed  through 
the  Dublin  parliament  after 
the  death  of  the  36-vear -old 
journalist. 

Ms  Guerin  was  murdered 
last  June.  Gilligan  said  police 
suspected  that  he  was  involved 
in  her  killing  but  he  has 
denied  any  involvement. 

Nobody  has  been  charged 
with  Ms  Guerin’s  murder. 
Paul  Ward.  32,  from  Crumlin 
in  Dublin,  has  been  charged 


with  conspiracy  to  murder  the 
investigative  joumalisL 

Gilligan's  wife,  Geraldine, 
said  last  night  that  her  hus¬ 
band  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  murder.  She  said  she 
understood  that  people  sus¬ 
pected  him  because  the  jour¬ 
nalist  was  taking  a  legal  action 
against  him. 

Ms  Guerin  alleged  Gilligan 
assaulted  her  when  she  called 
at  the  equestrian  centre  last 
year.  The  case  came  to  court 
shortly  after  Ms  Guerin's 
murder  but  was  abandoned 
because  of  her  death. 

Mrs  Gilligan  also  told  RTE 
television  that  she  and  her 
husband  would  be  able  to 
prove  where  the  money  came 
from  to  buy  iheir  equesirian 
centre.  Ms  Guerin  was  mur¬ 
dered  by  two  men  on  at  least 
one  motorcycle  as  she  waited 
in  her  car  at  traffic  lights  on 
the  outskirts  of  Dublin. 

John  Traynor.  a  second  self- 
confessed  suspect  for  the  mur¬ 
der  and  an  associate  of 
Gilligan.  fled  Ireland  after  Ms 
Guerin  was  murdered  and 
has  been  in  Portugal  for  five 
months.  He  denies  any 
involvement. 


Scientists  unravel  Pharaohs’  sex  lives 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

DNA  from  andent  Egyptian 
mummies  is  to  be  used  to 
investigate  the  sex  lives  of  the 
Pharaohs.  Among  the  ques¬ 
tions  Egyptologists  Jope  to 
answer  is  whether  the  Pha¬ 
raoh  Akhenaien  was  the 
father  of  Tutankhamun- 
The  study  may  also  show 
the  extent  to  which  the  vari¬ 
ous  Egyptian  dynashes  prac¬ 
tised  incest,  as  well  as  whether 
fresh  genes  entered  the  royal 
bloodlines  through  relation¬ 
ships  with  commoners. 

The  project,  based  at 
Manchester  Museum  and  a 
medical  company  m  Arnng- 
tonTvirginia. aims  to taddup 
a  tissue  bank  of  material  from 
mummies,  using  thar  blood. 


Tutankhamun:  doubts 
over  who  was  his  father 

muscle  and  internal  organs. 
The  hope  is  that  die  Cairo 
Museum,  (he  leading  muse¬ 
um  of  Egyptology,  will  also  be 
involved  in  the  project  Tissue 


taken  from  as  many  mum¬ 
mies  as  possible  will  be  taken 
to  Manchester  Museum, 
where  the  project  is  co¬ 
ordinated  by  Rosalie  David. 
Keeper  of  Egyptology.  Hie 
team  hopes  to  cany  out  DNA 
fingerprinting  to  establish  the 
relationships  between  the 
mummies. 

The  first  project  New  Scien¬ 
tist  magazine  reports,  will  be 
a  study  of  the  parasitic  disease 
schistosomiasis,  still  preva¬ 
lent  in  Egypt  This  disease  is 
carried  by  blood  flukes,  which 
have  already  been  found  in 
several  mummies. 

Proving  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  boy  Pharaoh 
Tutankhamun  and  Akhena- 
ten  is  another  possibility,  al¬ 
beit  more  distant  Reference 
books  declare  that  Tutankh¬ 


amun  was  Akhenaien's  son- 

in-law  but  some  experts  have 

suggested  that  he  may  have 

been  his  son. 

Akhenaten  is  believed  to 
have  had  Frohlich’s  syn¬ 
drome.  an  inherited  disorder 
caused  by  disturbed  function 

of  the  pituitary  gland. 
Tutankhamun  does  not 
appear  to  have  suffered  the 
condition. 

No  mummy  of  Akhenaten 
exists  so  direct  DNA  compari¬ 
son  is  impossible.  But  if 
Tutankhamun  turns  out  to 
cany  a  copy  of  the  Frohlich’s 
gene,  it  would  strengthen 
those  who  believe  that  he  was 
the  son  of  Akhenaten. 

Both  Akhenaten  and  Tut¬ 
ankhamun  were  pharaohs  in 
the  New  Kingdom  and  ruled 

Egypt  in  the  I4th  century  BG 
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‘distasteful’  film 


for  scenes  to  be 
cut  from  Crash 


By  DalyaAlberge,  / 

;WESTM  fNSTER  council  yes¬ 
terday  banned  the  controver¬ 
sial  film  Crash  from  its 
cUjemas  unless  die  British 
Board  of  Film  Censors  gives  it 
an'18-certificate  and  insists  cm 
cuts.  . 

The  film,  which  explores 
sexual  gratification  over  car 
crashes  and  the  supposed  at¬ 
traction  of  mutilated  bodies, 
contains  three  scenes  which 
the  12  councillors  on  the 
Ikiensing  sub-committee 
found  too  distasteful.  They 
called  cm  die  board -of  censors 
to.  put  a.  scene  in  which  a  man 
has  intercourse  with  a  woman 
whose  scarred  legs  are  in 
calipers,  and  to  remove  one  of 
the  character’s  lines  about  car 
crashes  being  “fertilising  and 
not  destructive”  .They  also 
took  offence  over  the  final  sex 
scene  involving  a  blood-spat¬ 
tered  and  bruised  woman. 

At  a  meeting  after  a  private 
screening  at  Columbia  Tri- 
star.  the  distributors,  the  coun¬ 
cillors  voiced  concern  that  im¬ 
pressionable  teenagers  might 
be  inspired  to  re-enact  scenes 
from  the  film.  -Anne  Bams, 
one  of  the  councillors,  said:  “1 
didn’t  enjoy  It  at  all.  1  am 
extremely  worried  about  the 
impact  it  might  have  on  18  or 
19-year-olds  who  think  them- 


Hawking’s 
TV  histoiy 


ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

selves  very  clever  and  tend  to 
like  fast  cars,  and  probably 
puttwo  and  two  together  and1 
possibly  try-  tilings  out.  1 
would  certainly  ask  for  an  18 
certificate  if  we  cannot  ban  it” 

Dr  David  Avery,  another 
councillor,  said:  “!  certainly 
don’t  think  this  is  a  film  which 
will  encourage,  crime  or  disor¬ 
der  or  racial  hatred  against 
any  section  of  society.  I  would 
have  thought  it  was  allowable 
viewing  for  adults  if  they  don't 
mind  degradation  and  vio¬ 
lence  towards  women.” 

The  fmaldedsian  was  made 
at  a  45-minute  meeting  by 
three  councillors  under  the 
chairmanship  of  John  Bull 
He  said:  “The  committee  has 
serious  concerns  about  the 
film.  It  is  clearly  better  for  the 
film  to  be  awarded  a  national 
certificate  and  we  hope,  there¬ 
fore,  the  BBFC  Will, properly 
address  councillors’  concerns. 

“However,  the  subcommit¬ 
tee  would-be  reluctant  for  the 
film  to  ht  shown  in  Westmin¬ 
ster  In  the  form  shown  today. 
To  preserve  the  council’s  pos¬ 
ition.  we  have  derided  as  ? 
purely  interim  measure  to 
prohibit  the  film  showing  in 
Westminster.  We  will  recon¬ 
sider  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  BBFC  derision.”  Mr  Bull 


Editor  of 
Punch  is 


of  time  dismissed 


::  By  Carol  Midgley 

PROFESSOR  Stephen  Hawk¬ 
ing  is  to  present  a  BBC  series 
on  the  histoiy  of  the  universe. 
;J  The  six-part  series,  which 
has  been  almost  three  years  in 
the  making.  is  based  on  his 
theories  in  his  bestselling  book 
A  Brief  Histoiy  aflime.  It  will 
be  -screened  on  BBC2  next 
summer. 

'  Professor  Hawking,  who 
suffers  from  motor  neurone 
disease  and.-  uses  .  a  -  voice 
synthesiser-  to  spealy.Jias;  se¬ 
lected  nfost  of  the  scientists 
who-  will  appear..  Stephen 
Hawking's  Universe  will  trace 
frieorics  from  Galileo  through 
Einstein  to  the  .present,  day. 
The  crew  is  currently' filming 
in  the  United  States. 

Among  other  documenta¬ 
ries  .announced  by  the-  BBC 
yesterday  was  a  24-part  hist¬ 
ory  of  the  Cold  War  produced 
by^  -Sir  Jeremy  .  Isaacs,  the 
^retiring  chief,  pteriitiw  of  the 
Hoyal  Opera  House;  who  pro¬ 
duced  The  World  At  War.  Sir 
David  Attenborough  is  follow¬ 
ing  his  Private  life  Of  Plants 
with  Life  of  Birds  on  BBC!. 


By  Carol  Midgley 

THE  man  entrusted  with 
raising  Punch  magazine  from 
the  dead  was  sacked  yester¬ 
day  after  two  months  as 
editor.  The  derision  to  dismiss 
Peter  McKay  followed  “con¬ 
tractual  differences"  over  his 
column  in  die  Daily  Mail 

The  satirical  magazine  was 
given  a  £3  million  relaunch  in 
September,  courtesy  of 
M  chained  A1  Fayed,  the 
durirman  of  Harrods.  Stewart 
Steven,  chairman  of  thepufr- 
:  fisher  liberty,  said;  that  be 
was'Sorry  to  lose  Mr  McKay, 
a  former  Evening  Standard 
columnist  and  editor  of  Sun¬ 
day  Today. 

-  Mr  Steven  said:  “I  appoint¬ 
ed  Peter  McKay  as  editor  of 
Punch  and  it  is  therefore  with 
regret  that  this  derision  had  to 
be  taken.  My  confidence  and 
the  confidence  of  this  com¬ 
pany  and  everybody  involved 
in  the  future  of  Punch  re¬ 
mains  totaL" 

He  was  acting  as  editor 
until  a  successor  could  be 
found  Mr  McKay  was  not 
available  for  comment 
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David  Cronenberg,  director  of  Crash.  Councillors  believed  that  his  film  could  encourage  copycat  incidents 


added:  “It's  a  good  film.  It’s 
exceedingly  well  made.  If  you 
are  asking  me  personally 
whether  I  enjoyed  the  film,  1 
can  be  quite  honest  1  could 
live  without  it" 

Jeremy  Thomas.  Crash's  ex¬ 
ecutive  producer,  told  the 
councillors  that  the  film  had 
won  the  special  jury  prize  at 
this  year’s  Cannes  Film  Festi¬ 


val  and  that  it  had  been 
accepted  worldwide.  “There 
has  not  been  one  copycat 
incident  and  traffic  statistics 
have  remained  static,”  he  said. 

Hearing  the  verdict  Chris 
Auty,  co-executive  producer  of 
the  film,  said:  “All  we  really 
want  is  that  our  work  of  art. 
which  is  how  we  think  of  this 
film  from  the  bottom  of  our 


hearts,  gets  the  opportunity  to 
he  seen  in  an  uncut  form  by 
the  British  public.” 

A  BBFC  spokeswoman  said: 
"We  are  in  the  process  of 
getting  our  22  examiners  to  see 
iL  We  are  unable  to  say 
whether  our  decision  will  be 
announced  in  two  weeks  or  a 
month  or  more." 

It  was  Virginia  Bortomley. 


the  Heritage  Secretary,  who 
prompted  Westminster's  ac¬ 
tion.  She  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  under  the  Cinemas 
Aa  of  1985.  local  authorities 
have  the  powers  to  ban  any 
film  within  their  area.  Her 
spokeswoman  said:  “She 
didnl  think  it  was  suitable.” 

Film  reviews,  pages  37,  38 


Conneiy 
breaks  his 
bond  with 
Whitehall 

By  Shirley  English 

SEAN  CONNERY,  who 
risked  life  and  limb  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as 
James  Bond,  will  call  on  fellow 
Scots  tonight  to  abandon  rule 
from  Westminster. 

Mr  Connery.  66.  stars  in  a 
party  political  broadcast  by 
the  Scottish  National  Party, 
urging  his  countrymen  to 
build  on  the  return  of  the 
Stone  of  Scone  to  Scotland  by 
voting  for  independence  and  a 
Scottish  Parliament  The  Ed¬ 
inburgh-born  actor  has  been 
an  SNP  member  since  1991. 
although  he  lives  in  Spain  and 
rarely  visits  his  native  land. 

In  the  television  broadcast 
he  daims  that  the  4101b  sand¬ 
stone  slab,  tile  ancient  corona¬ 
tion  stone  of  Scottish  Kings, 
removed  by  the  English  700 
years  ago,  was  returned  to 
Scotland  last  week  only 
because  of  “jitters”  in  London. 

The  stone  will  be  handed 
back  on  St  Andrew’s  Day. 
November  30,  when  it  makes 
a  ceremonial  journey  up  the 
Royal  Mile  to  the  Crown 
Room  of  Edinburgh  Castle. 

Mr  Connery  says:  "We  need 
more  than  stones  in  Scotland. 
We  need  real  power  and  a  real 
parliament.  The  return  of  the 
stone  is  the  result  of  pressure 
from  Scotland  for  change. 
London  is  worried  about  the 
mood  of  Scotland  and  the 
overwhelming  desire  for  a 
parliament.  London  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  hear  us  and  to  pay 
attention.” 
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nglish  teenagers  slump 
in  world  maths  league 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 

Inspectors 
linkboring 
lessons  to 


By  John  O'Leary,  education  editor 


5H  controversy  broke  out 
education  standards  yes- 
ty,  as  an  international 
y  showed  English  teen- 
s  sliding  down  the  world 
ue  in  mathematics  but 
roving  in  science. 

3ts  of  13-year-olds  in  41 
n tries  showed  English  pu- 
wel!  below  the  average  in 
themarics.  The  results,  first 
dosed  in  The  Times  in 
ie,  showed  England  slip- 
g  from  3  per  cent  above  die 
^mational  norm  in  1990  to  3 
■  cent  below  last  year. 
English  pupils  came  out 
orly  in  all  areas  of  mathe- 
j ties,  apart  from  probability 
d  data  representation.  Boys 
id  girls  were  well  behind 
eir  counterparts  in  most 
her  countries  in  the  basics  of 
actions  and  number  work. 

In  science,  however,  Eng- 
nd  was  on  a  par  with  Japan, 
ith  about  one  in  six  pupils  in 
ie  top  10  per  cent  intemation- 
lly.  Pupils  were  above  the 
Jobal  average  in  physics, 
hemistry.  environmental, 
■arth  and  life  science. 

The  findings  reignited  the 
iispute  over  standards  which 
greeted  yesterdays  school 
league  tables  for  England  and 
Wales.  Ruth  Lea,  head  of 
policy  at  the  Institute  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  said  the  evidence  from 
industry  was  of  falling  stan¬ 
dards.  She  complained  that 
pidgin  French  and  German 
were  being  Taught  to  pupils, 
and  teachers  were  accepting 
answers  in  mathematics  les¬ 


sons  that  were  sometimes 
incomplete.  "The  Education 
Department  says  that  literacy 
and  numeracy  skills  have 
improved,  but  they  are  still 
dire."  Ms  Lea  told  a  press 
conference  in  London. 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Employment  Sec¬ 
retary.  said  the  Third 
International  Mathematics 
and  Science  Study  showed 
English  schools  were  not  do¬ 
ing  well  enough  in  mathemat¬ 
ics.  but  the  Government  was 
already  taking  action. 

David  Blunkett,  the  Shadow 
Education  and  Employment 
Secretary,  said  the  study 
showed  standards  in  mathe¬ 
matics  were  felling  and  Brit¬ 


ain  was  lagging  badly  behind 
most  of  its  international  com¬ 
petitors.  “This  is  an  appalling 
league  table  indictment  for  the 
Tories,  who  have  had  IS  years 
to  raise  standards." 

England  was  sixteenth  out 
of  25  countries  where  the 
groups  of  pupils  taking  tests  in 
mathematics  were  considered 
comparable.  Singapore  was 
dearly  top,  with  France.  Hong 
Kong  and  Ireland  among  the 
countries  overtaking  since  the 
last  survey. 

The  3J500  pupils  taking  the 
tests  in  English  schools  got 
more  than  half  the  questions 
wrong  in  algebra  and  propor¬ 
tionality.  In  the  highest-scor¬ 
ing  countries,  mainly  in  the 


1  (number  sense):  a  person’s  heart  is  beating  72  times  a  minute. 
At  this  rate,  about  how  many  times  does  it  beat  in  one  hour?  a: 
20.000:  b:  42.000:  c  4.200:  d:  420. 

Fewer  than  half  of  the  English  pupils  chose  the  correct  answer, 
compared  with  two  thirds  in  all  the  countries  surveyed. 

2  (algebra):  if  M  represents  a  positive  number,  which  of  these 
is  equivalent  to  M  +  M  *  M  ♦  M?  a:  M  +  4:  b:  4M:  c  M4:  d: 
41M  +  1). 

Only  41  .b  per  cent  of  English  pupils  in  year  9  chose  correctly, 
against  81.b  per  cent  for  the  highest-scoring  country. 

3  (proportionality):  a  class  has  28  students.  The  ratio  of  girls  to 
boys  is  4:3.  How  many  girls  are  in  the  dass? 

English  pupils  in  year  9  did  better  than  the  median  country,  with 
41.9  per  cent  getting  the  correct  answer  (the  median  was  36.9  per 
cent).  But  they  were  still  far  behind  the  top-scoring  country, 
which  achieved  91 25  per  cent. 

Ansars:  c.  b.  16 


Far  East,  pupils  were  getting 
at  least  four  out  of  five  right. 

Researchers  involved  inthe 
project  said  h  was  impossible 
to  tell  why  England's  position 
had  plummeted.  Among  the 
passible  causes  to  be  investi¬ 
gated  for  a  foUow-up  report 
next  spring  are  the  style  of 
teaching  and  the  length  of 
time  devoted  to  the  subject 

Dr  Wendy  Keys,  a  member 
of  the  team  from  the  National 
Foundation  for  Educational 
Research  responsible  far  the 
British  end  of  the  project,  said 
pupils  were  spending  about  20 
minutes  less  on  mathematics 
than  when  the  last  survey  was 
carried  out- The  time  allotted 
to  science  had  risen  by  about 
the  same  amount. 

Dr  Seamus  Heggarty. 
another  member  of  the  team- 
said  that,  although  England’s 
international  standing  was 
lower,  the  tests  could  not 
demonstrate  whether  absolute 
standards  had  declined.  He 
said  there  was  little  evidence 
of  under-achievement  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  range  of  schools  was 
similar  to  that  in  most  compa¬ 
rable  countries,  but  too  many 
were  concentrated  towards  the 
bottom  of  die  scale. 

In  science,  only  five  coun¬ 
tries  exceeded  the  English 
pupils'  performance.  Singa¬ 
pore  was  again  the  top  nation, 
with  the  Czech  Republic  Ja¬ 
pan.  Korea  and  Hungary  the 
others  ahead  of  England. 

Education,  page  44 
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tables. 


“Hurry- this  weekendjs 
your  last  chance 
for  these  great 
offers.” 


Shephard  with  yesterday's  Times  supplement  on  exaiah^dtipti  league 
She  conceded  that  English  pupils  were  not  doing  well  oft  nnthdnatics  . 

Parents  given  bleeps 
to 
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-.  i  By  Tim  Jones 


PARENTS  of  pupils  who  play 
truant  have  bear  issued  with . 
radio  pagers  that  will  inform 
them  within  seconds  if  their 
children,  have ;  absconded. 
The  pagers  have  ■  aheady 
proved  their  worth  at ' 
Highbtuy  Grove  School  tn 
Islington.  .  north.'  London, 
where  the  attendance  rate  of 
two  of  three  regnlar  truants 
has  improved  markedly. 

Bromcom.  the  company  be¬ 
hind  the  scheme,  is  negotiat¬ 
ing  with  five  tidier  schools.  It 
believes  the  pagers  will  be* 
vital  in  tadclmg  truancy,  ab¬ 
senteeism  and  misbehaviour.  . 

Henry  Jones,  deputy-head 
teacher  of  Highbury  Grove,  a 
boys*  school  with  1,000  pupils,  • 
said:  “We  do  hot  have  a 
truancy  problem  here  but  • 
there  are  isolated  incidents  as 
in  most  schools.”  The  system, 
he  said,  was  particularly  eff¬ 
ective  where  parents  of  tru¬ 
ants  were  supportive:  He 
added:  “There  are  some  cases 
when  parents  collude  with 
their  children  in  their  absence 
and  that  is  harder  for  us  to 
deal  with." 

The  pagers  will  be  aide  to 


operate  in- scores,  of  schools 
that  use  the  Electronic  Atten¬ 
dance  Registration  System 
(EARS)-  Tbe  handheld  com¬ 
puter  .enables  teachers  -  to. 
Check  at  raiffoill  whether  a 
pupil  is  absent' '  .*•’  '-:  -r 

Schools  eqomped  with  the 
system  wM  be  able  to  send,  a 
message  to  it  centra]  compdf- 


.  ByDaVTO Chaitter 
EDILCaTION  corre-spon  dent; 

•$CH0OT£wiin*  arderettby 
. .inspectors . today:  to  -on t>  the 
■  rising  number  of  exjjulstqns 
;by  trying  hard©1  to  interest 
.  difficult  pupils  instead  of 
inguponthem.  .* 

-  :Obted,  the  schoqt  tnsf>eo- 
lion  agency,  will  disclose  woe 
variations  between  the  ntoff 
hex*  of  pupils  "ejqjefled  by 
similar  schools  in  inner-qty 
areas.  Chris  Woodhead,  me 
Chief  Inspector  of  Schools; 
believes  head  teachers  witfr 
-high  expulsion  raxes  should  be 

.  more  willing  to  try  alternative' 
solutions  such  as  vocational 
.'.'courses.  He. says  the  number 

ofbtiring  lessons  does  nothing 

to  halt  *e  total  .of  . expelled 
.  "children,  which  -has  quadrat 
pled  since  1990  to  mare  than 
12£00  aryear.  . 

However.  Mr  Woodhead 
says  the  dumping  of~tmruly ; 
children  by.  grammar  and 
grant-maintained  schools-  tin 
focal  authority  ctimprehferi- 
l  si vcs  could  not.be  blamed  for 
“  beating  a  sink  sdioollike  The 
Ridings  in  Halifax. 

Writing  in  The  Hines  today, 
he  says  that  one  of. Halifax's 
.  schools  would  have  been,  bat-" 
tom  affoe  local  pedriug  order, 
whether  or  not  there  were 
grammar  and  grant-mafrv- 
•'  tained  schools  in  ttetowre^tf 
parents  have  life  r  right'  to 
choose  -their  children's 
schools,  some  schools  are 
.  going  to  prove  more  popular 
than  others.  aiid  one  is  llfctffy-' 
: .  re  become' ihtimost.unpopuiar 
af  aff”  . 

-  His  words  will  heightfeh 
-  tension  between  Ofsted,  the 

inspection  agency,  and  C41- 
[  deidale  cbuttofL  Gmian  Shep^ 
hand,  the  Education  £&d 
Employment  Secretary,  yes- 
terday  aecused  'caimdl  offid- 
als  of  hying  to  avoid  a  full 
-tnqpecfiapcL  by  Ofctei.  which 
she  wants  to  start  next  nfonih. 

^  invited  :hy  the  local 
authority;  BO!  Mrs  Shephard 
'■  said-'&aT#<^afrpSkl  e  contin'- 
>  ued  td.defe^f^Snvitetkm,  she 
wcxild  <?dcr-st  insf»ction  of 
more  of-  Hs  sthods.  Michael 
Hi^i^chaintoanoTeducd- 
tion  in  G^derdale,  said  that  he 
would  welcome  an  mspecfibtt 


cr,  windt  rwill  automatically  , 
relay  an  itistanit  radio  signal 
to  the  bleeper  earned  fay  the  -  r  ntest  year  tot  foe. 

BBfS&L 

peeled  to  find  mar  afularen  eceig^tothexKOveiy.ofTBe 
and  senif  them to  school." :  Jtidi^gSL 
Bob  Bartless  trf  Bromcom — —  _  ..  . ' . 
yesterday  that  the  pagers,  ChrisWoodhead,  page  22 
<9tikh  co^about  ElOpa  year  ^ 
to  ran.  were  a  sxcnpie  trehh^p 
logical .  solution-  nfhey  are 
especially  tffiective 
households  whob  both  p ton 
eats  are  working  an4  Jn 
homes  -fit  urban '  areas,  '  arid 
there  are' many,  which  do  not 
have  atdqilipne. 

.  “The  use  of  pagers' is  part  bf 
foe  drive  to  mate  parents 
more  responsible  for  their 
children's  behaviour  and  is  in 
line  with  ;§^ivecnment  and 
opposition ;-.  thinking,”  he 
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No  wonder 
Canada's 

Colours  are 
Red  and  White. 

•-%  ..  %  ,  ■  •  .  m  *  *  v ’ v’  ^  x 

Last  spring  the  ice  flows  ran  red  with  the 
blood  of  over  26^000*  seals.  Now  government 
advisors  and  polffidans  hope  tp  increase  the  ldl  . 
quota,  ^X)/00CT*'  seats  could  be  butdWed  rifodi 
year.  And  oftbeset  roughly  three  qnartaswa  be  .. 
baby  seal  pups.  Just  days  or weeks,  old.  They!  be 
shot  or  dubbed  to  death.  And  those  seafe  that  = 
escape  wotnded  wffl  efie  are  agonizing  death'  • . 
beneath' the  ice.  These  are  the  "kicky"  ones.  - 
Recent  evidence  indicates  some  vriB  dphlBMV 
-  be ddrmedaCve for ther coeds.  .  .  , 

.  Key  decisions  wffl  be  made  Bi.the.next^Mv. . 
weeks  so  you*  he^p  is  vftaL 

Please  he^>  us  endthis  efisgusfing  cruelty. 

SwO.51  Sign  On  fbrS^fs-add  your  name  to 
ffiAW5  campaign  against  auehyand  receive  an 
information  pack.  .. .  .  .  ...  .  _  > 

Ring  FREEPHONE  0500  1*  la. 

Expose  Canada's  Shame. 
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TUNNEL  FIRE  7 


■  lony  drivers  Who  nar- 
i  escaped  death  in  .  the 
tnd  Tunnel  have  hired 
of  France’s  toughest  and 
flamboyant  lawyers  Id 
sent  them  in  any  legal 
n  arising  from  the  fire, 
lirty  drivers  haw?  formed 
efence  araimittee"  repa¬ 
id  by  Gilbert  CoBard,  a 
seiUes  advocate  with  a 
for  publicity,  who  most 
itly  represented  the  fam- 
of  victims  after  the  maw 
de  last  year  by  members 
e  Solar  Temple  cult 
want  to  know  exactly 
t  happened  This  week.. We 
t  to  eaablish  the  truth,"  M 
aid,  48,  said  yesterday, 
said  that  he  would  be 
stigating  security  proce¬ 
ss  surrounding  the  fire 
seeking  to  establish  legal 
onsibility  for  the  acridenL 
.will  be"  looking  into 
ther  the  fixe  was  already 
ting  when  the  train  en- 
i  the  tunnel  and  whether 

Tunnel  operators  knew 
** 

i  Collard  specialises  in 
t-profile  .cases  and  has 
l  sharply  criticised .  by 
J  colleagues  for  promoting 
seif  into  what  Le  Monde 
id  France’s  “lawyer  show- 
.  The  paper  complained: 
impossible  to  watch  any 
le  major  French  television 
shows  without  coming 
jss  him." 

depending  on  the  results  of 
French  judtciaj  investiga- 
now.  under  way,  Guro- 
nri  or  Le  Shuttle  could  face 
$  compensation  claims,  M 
lard  said.  He  has  regis- 
■d  his  clients  as  civil  plain- 
:  attached  to  the  invest- 
rion,  meaning  that  he  will 
■e  access  to  all  documents 
iting  to  the  acridenL  - 
lach  of  -flie  drivers  has 
de  a  statement  to  French 
ice  as  part  of  die  legal 
uiry  launched  by  the  public 
isecutor  in  Boulogne..  M 
lard  said  that  it  was  too 
ly  to  predict  the  passible 
•  of  damages  claims,-  but  he 
ed:  “This  ,  is  a  company 


Prom  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


•with  considerable  financial 
-  interests’'.  The  French  Court 
of  Appeals  last  week  upheld  a 
ruling  ordering  British  Air¬ 
ways  iq  pay  more  than  £3lm£l- 
hon  in  compensation  to. 
F^nch.  passengers ^takea  hos¬ 
tage  when  their  plane  landed 
in  Kuwait  just  hours  aftex.the 
Iraqi  invasion  in  1990. 

Many  of  the  lorry  drivers 
were  in.  tears  yesterday  after 
rdiving  their  experience  when 
they  were  taken  to  a  tunnel 
depot  to  collect  then  personal 
belongings.  Roy  Keys. 53,- 
from  Tam,  Highland,  said: 
“We  were  escorted  one  by  one 
to  our  cabs  and  allowed  to  get 
personal  belongings  •'  from 
them.  A  lot  of  the  drivers  are 


CblfeutL*  has  reputation 
forbeingashow-off 

very  upset  Ift  their  life  in 
thex&"; 

Denis  Bracqbien,  a  French 
lorry  driver  living  in  Scotland, 
said  that  many  of  the  passen¬ 
gers  had  lost  their  livelihoods. 
“We  are  afraid  that  some 
people  are  trying  to  duck  their 
responsibilities,  and  we  want- 
to  have  these  established 
quickly. 

“We  want  to  obtain  a  writ¬ 
ten  .  acceptance  of  responsi¬ 
bility  .that  we  can  at  least 
present  to  insurance  com-, 
paiuei,  because  some  af  -Tis 
find  ourselves  completely 
ruined  today,  without  lorries, 
money  or  papers." 

Eurotunnel  is  aaximmodat- 
ing  the  drivers  in  an  hotel  in 


Calais  and  has  asked  them  not 
to  leave  until  the  investigation 
into  the.fire  is  over.  However, 
some  derided-to  return  home 
last  night  Many  are  ■■  self- 
employed  ...and  want  to  be 
compensated  for  loss,  of 
'  earnings. 

Mart.  Fbrd,  32,  a  driver 
from  Heathfield,  East  Sussex, 
who  was  taking  frozen  bread 
for  Samsbuiys  from  Paris  to 
London,  said:  “It  was  shock¬ 
ing  to  see  the  truck.  I  knew  it 
would  be  pretty  bad  but  I  did 
not  realise  how  bad."  Every¬ 
thing  was  covered  in  thick 
soot 

“I  think  the  insu  ranee  com¬ 
pany  will  write  my  truck  off.  I 
have  lost  valuables,  but  noth¬ 
ing  is  more  valuable  than  your 
life.  I  had  photos  and  teddy 
bears  that  my  children  had 
given  me  but  they  have  all 
been  ruined" 

□  Lawyers  said  yesterday 
that  anybody  caught  in  the  fire 
would  be  better  off  suing  in  the 
English  courts  (Frances  Gibb 
writes).  Ian  Walker,  a  partner 
with  Russell  Jones  &  Walker, 
said  that  the  English  courts 
tended,  to  award  higher  dam¬ 
ages  than  in  France,  and  for  a 
broader  range  of  injury. 

“The  procedure  in  France  is 
slightly  different  with  the 
courts  tending  to  decide  tile 
amount  of  damages  an  the 
basis  of  a  court-appointed 
expert  instead  of  the  evidence 
from  experts  on  both  sides,"  he 
said.  The  French  courts  did 
not  lend  readily  to  recognise 
psychological  injury.  A  third 
factor- would  be  the  risk  of 
costs,  which  are  unrecover¬ 
able  in  the  French  courts. 

Mr  Walker  said  that  he 
would  expea  most  people 
caught  in  the  tunnel  to  have 
suffered  from  a  substantial 
degree  of  post-traumatic 
stress,  for  which  damages 
were  about  £3,000.  Claims 
could  be  much  higher  for 
drivers  who  might  be  too 
frightened  to  enter  the  tunnel 
again. 

Letters,  page  23 


One  of  the  less-damaged  wagons:  an  investigation  could  lead  to  damages  claims  from  traumatised  passengers 


Le  Monde 
buries  blaze 
on  page  23 

From  Ben  Macintyre 
IN  PARIS 

WHERE  the  British  press  has 
reacted  with  dismay  and  an¬ 
ger  to  the  Channel  Tunnel  fire, 
the  French  media  has  played 
down  the  incident,  portraying 
it  as  a  tragedy  averted  by  swift 
and  responsible  action  by  the 
authorities,  Le  Monde  yester¬ 
day  devoted  only  two  para¬ 
graphs  to  the  story  on  page  23. 
recording  that  the  tunnel's 
closure  had  been  extended. 

Only  one  national  news¬ 
paper  criticised  the  handling 
of  the  blaze.  On  Tuesday 
French  television  stations 
broadcast  footage  of  earlier 
trial-runs  for  emergency  evac¬ 
uations.  showing  calm  and 
smiling  “passengers"  being 
led  to  safety.  News  reports 
insisted  “all  the  necessary 
safety  procedures  were  aim- 
plied  with".  Le  Parisien  of¬ 
fered  the  headline:  "How  a 
catastrophe  was  avoided"  on  a 
story  relegated  to  page  13. 

The  single  exception  was 
France-Soir,  which  attacked 
Eurotunnel  in  a  front-page 
editorial  for  what  it  called 
“shameless  lies"  in  statements 
issued  after  the  blaze. 


Company  will  lose  Shuttle  passengers  ‘should  be 
£lm  revenue  a  day  separated  from  their  cars’ 


By  Marianne  Curphey.  insurance  correspondent 


By  Jonathan  Prynn,  transport  correspondent 


EUROTUNNEL  faces  a  bfll 
running  into  tens  of  millions 
of  pounds  for  compensation, 
repairs  and  Joss  of  earnings 
after  the  Channel  Tunnel  fire. 

FOr  every  day  that  the 
tunnel  is  dosed  the  operator 
will  lose  about  £1  million  in 
revenue:  Although  that  wfli  be 
covered  by  an  insurance  poli¬ 
cy  that  pays  out  for  business 
interruption,  the  effect  of  bad 
publitity  on  future  business  is 
unquantiffable. 

Eurotunnel  had  expected 
strong  demand  for  tickets 
before  Christinas  and  during 
the  new  year.  As  well  as 
missing  out  on  extra  sales,  the 
company  also  has  to  repair 
extensive  damage  to  a  600- 
metre  section  of  the  north¬ 
bound  ftmneL 

The  company  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  was  fully  covered. 


It  has  to  carey  what  it 
describes  as  “high  levels  of 
insurance"  to  meet  its  contrac¬ 
tual  agreements  with  the  Brit¬ 
ish  and  French  Governments. 

Although  compensation 
payments  are  likely  to  total 
tens  of  mfllons.  they  will  be 
low  in  comparison  with  the 
cost  of  die  1992  IRA  bombing 
campaign  in  the  City  of 
London  (£350  million),  die 
19S5  Manchester  air  crash 
(£20  million),  and  the  storms 
of  January  1993  (£100  million). 

Eurotunnel  will  also  have 
to  compensate  the  train  opera¬ 
tor  Eurostar  for  periods  when 
the  tunnel  is  dosed.  Eurostar 
has  been  running  44  trains  a 
day  between  Waterloo  station 
and  Pans  and  Brussels  and 
usually  carries  between 
10,000  and  12,000  passengers 
a  day. 


THE  safety  of  Le  Shuttle  car 
trains  came  under  scrutiny 
yesterday  after  consumer  bod¬ 
ies,  safety  groups  and  fire 
officers  called  for  passengers 
to  be  separated  from  their  ve¬ 
hicles  in  the  Channel  Tunnel. 

Mike  Fordham.  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  Fire 
Brigades  Union,  criticised 
Eurotunnel  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  refusing  to  redesign 
passenger  shuttle  carriages  on 
cost  grounds.  “That  derision  is 
unacceptable,"  he  said. 

Unlike  freight  shuttles, 
drivers  and  passengers  on  the 
car  service  sit  in  their  vehicles 
during  the  35-minute  crossing. 
Before  departure,  giant  fire 
doors  divide  up  the  train  into 
"fire  proof”  compartments.  If 
a  fire  breaks  out.  as  one  did  in 
December  1994.  passengers 
are  instructed  by  Eurotunnel 


staff  to  pass  into  an  adjoining 
compartment  through  air  lock 
doors  to  escape  the  blaze. 

The  doors  are  designed  to 
withstand  fire  for  30  minutes, 
by  which  time  the  train  will,  it 
is’  hoped,  have  emerged  from 
the  other  end  of  the  tunnel. 

A  spray  of  the  inert  gas 
halon  from  the  ceiling  of  the 
compartments  is  alii  sup¬ 
posed  to  smother  the  fire  after 
about  ten  minutes  and  there 
are  water  foam  extinguishers 
on  the  train.  Only  as  a  last 
resort  will  passengers  evacu¬ 
ate  the  train. 

Harry  Beckingham.  a  fire 
adviser  to  the  British  Safely 
Council,  said  that  a  fire  could 
trigger  chaos.  Many  passen¬ 
gers  would  not  speak  English 
and  there  would  be  blind  and 
disabled  people  on  board. 

The  ten-member  Channel 


Tunnel  Safety  Authority  has 
the  power  to  withhold  from 
Eurotunnel  permission  to  op¬ 
erate  trains  through  the  tunnel 
if  its  safety  demands  are  not 
meL  It  has  five  British  and  five 
French  members,  with  the 
chairmanship  alternating  an¬ 
nually  between  heads  of  the 
delegations. 

Edward  Ryder,  65,  former 
Chief  Inspector  of  Nuclear 
Installations,  is  head  of  the 
British  group  and  is  currently 
chairman  of  the  authority. 
The  other  British  members 
are  Peter  Moss,  a  senior 
Tran  port  Department  civil 
servant.  Jeremy  Beech.  Coun¬ 
ty  Fire  Officer  of  Kent,  Sandra 
Caldwell,  senior  inspector  at 
the  Health  and  Safety  Execu¬ 
tive  (HSE).  and  Vic  Colman. 
the  most  senior  railway  safety 
inspector  at  the  HSE. 


■  **  .J'  - 

Budget  Message  to  Kenneth  Clarke 

Many  organisations  and  interests  have  no  doubt  been  sending  you  their  ideas  for  the 
Budget  next  week.  |  You  know  that  charities  and  voluntary  organisations  play  a  vital 
role  in  providing  a  wide  range  of  services  to  people  in  need.  |  We  believe  that  all 
governments,  whatever  their  political  colour,  have  the  responsibility  to 
try  and  set  a  positive  environment  within  which  charities  and  voluntary 

organisations  can  work.  |  Next  week’s  budget  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  do  what 
you  can  for  charity.  |  If  you  have  anything  to  give  away,  now  is  the  time  to 
help  charities  help  others.  H  So,  why  don’t  you:- 


1  Let  charities  keep  the  £350  million  they  currently 

pay  in  irrecoverable  YAT? 


2  Abolish  the  ceiling  on  the  payroll  deduction  scheme  whereby  employees 

can  contribute  to  charities  through  their  pay  packets? 

3  Lower  the  Gift  Aid  limit? 

4  Introduce  tax  reliefs  for  people  lending  money  to  social  investment  funds? 


ClAiF 


Charities  Aid  Foundation 

Registered  Charity  Number  268369 


5  Cut  the  red  tape  surrounding  charity  trading? 


CHARITY  FINANCE  DIRECTORS’  GROUP 

Charity  Finance  Directors  Group 


Charities  Tax  Reform  Group 


ncvo 

voice  of  the  voluntary  sector 

National  Council  for  Voluntary 
Organisations:  Registered  Charity 


Number  225922 


SIMM! 


INSTITUTE  OF  CHARITY  FUNDRAISING  MANAGERS 


Institute  of  Charity  Fundraising 
Managers:  Registered  Charily 
Number  291018 


e  Won’t  Just  Fly  You  To  America.  We’ll  Welcome  You  Into  Our  Home.  As  pur 


guest ,  we'll  take  great  pleasure  in  showing  you  around,  flying  you  in  comfort  to  more  than  250  cities*  in  the 


Americas.  So  when  business  sends  you  across  the  Atlantic ,  let  American  Airlines m  take  you  there.  And  as  any  good 


host  will  tell  you,  as  long  as  you're  with  us,  let  us  know  if  tberefs  anything  you  need.  For  information  or 


reservations, ;  call  your  travel  agent  or  American  Airlines  on  0171  744  1234  or  0845  844  1234  (outside  London). 


Or  visit  the  American  Airlines  web  site  at  http://wtvw.americanair.com 


Something  special  in  the  air. 


"Sonic  dtics  cr  said  by  is*** 


.-cgxsa}  aoccWt  Koettaa  ami  taacnan  *K  sow*  audo  cfAmnian  itirffaXh  tac.  C 1996  Antrim -AUK*  Inc. AH  Kgfcn  Samd. 
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ROY  HATTERSLEY  was.  in 
ihe  doghouse  yesterday.  He 
was  up  before  the  bench  after 
his  “exuberant  and  over¬ 
friendly”  pet,  Buster  the  Staf¬ 
fordshire  bull  terrier,  inflicted 
fatal  injuries  on  a  goose 
Worse,  the  offence  took  place 
in  a  royal  park. 

Buster,  rescued  from  Batter¬ 
sea  Dogs*  Home  last  year,  is 
very  much  the  apple  of  his 
master's  eye.  Speaking  out¬ 
side  his  home  before  yester¬ 
days  hearing  at  Bow  Street 
Magistrates’  Court,  the  for¬ 
mer  Labour  Parry  deputy 
leader  said  that  he  was  sorry 
for  the  goose.  “Busier  has  been 
as  good  as  gold  since.  He  is 
nor  quite  conscious  of  what  is 
happening.  I  haven’t  punished 
Buster  and  will  be  taking  him 
for  a  trip  in  the  country." 

In  a  letter  to  the  court  Mr 
Hattersley  admitted  allowing 
Buster  to  worry  wildfowl  and 
letting  him  off  the  leash,  both 
breaches  of  the  regulations  in 
St  James’s  Parkin  London.  He 
had  lost  his  grip  on  the  dog’s 
lead  while  clearing  up  after 
him. 

Two  days  after  the  incident, 
Mr  Hattersley  apologised  for 
Buster's  actions  in  a  national 
newspaper.  The  goose  came 
out  of  the  bushes  first  —  half 
flopping  and  half  flying — and 
came  to  land  on  the  far  side  of 
the  railings."  he  was  reported 
as  saying. 

“Buster,  standing  on  his 
hind  legs  with  his  front  paws 
on  top  of  the  fence,  had  to  be 
persuaded  to  come  home.  He 


«...  exuberant  and  over- 
friendly  . . .  f  know  that  is 
what  mothers  say  about  their 
sons  before  the  court  passes 
sentence." 

Richard  Heatley,  for  the 
prosecution,  told  the  court 
“Police  were  patrolling  in  St 
James’s  Park  when  officers 
came  across  a  greylag  goose 
which  was  very  badly  injured. 
In  fact  it  was  dose  to  riea  rh 
Subsequent  investigations  re¬ 
vealed  the  injuries  were 
caused  by  a  small  brown  dog 
in  the  charge  of  Mr 
Hattersley.”  .  . 

In  a  statement  read  by  the 
derk  of  the  court,  Mr 
Hattersley  said  that  Buster 


One  of  the  greylag  { 
Irving  in  St  James's 


was  not  intentionally  let  off  the 
leash,  but  broke  away.  "He 
was  naturally  most  disturbed 
that  his  dog  had  killed  a  goose 
and  very  much  regretted  that," 
the  derk  said.  “He  walks  in  St 
James’s  Park  most  mornings 
with  his  dqg  and  has  taken 
particular  care  to  ensure  that 
nothing  of  this  sort  happens 
again.” 

After  a  hearing  lasting  just 
over  four  minutes,  Mr 
Hattersley.  MP  for  Birming¬ 
ham  Sparkbrook,  was  final 
£25  for  the  first  offence  and 
£50  fra-  the  second.  He  was 
ordered  to  pay  £30  costs. 

Mr  Hattersley’s  staff  at 
Westminster  denied  last  night 
that  Buster  and  his  master 
were  inseparable.  “I  can  as¬ 
sure  you  that  he  is  not  with  his 
master  tonight.  Roy  is  ad¬ 
dressing  his  constituents  in 
Birmingham  and  then  has  a 
meeting  in  Warrington."  a 
spokeswoman  said. 

However,  Mr  Hattersley 
has  said  that,  on  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  politics  at  the  next 
election,  he  intends  to  spend  as 
much  time  as  he  out  walking 
in  the  Peak  District  with  his 
pet 

The  pair  apparently  have 
much  in  common.  After  a 
recent  visit  to  Crufrs.  Mr 
Hattersley  said:  “Do  not 
believe  that  owners  grow  id 
look  like  their  dogs,  or  that 
dogs  develop  the  appearance 
of  their  owners.  People  choose 
breeds  which  seem  to  possess 
the  qualities  that  they  most 
admire  in  themselves." 


Judge  increases 
Reynolds  libel 
damages  to  lp 


By  Michael  Horsnell 


Mr  Hattersley  with  Buster  yesterday.  The  dog  had  since  been  “as  good  as  gold" 


How  political  animals  give  owners  a  human  face 


By  Bill  Frost 

NOT  since  Humphrey,  the  Cabinet 
Office  cat.  was  accused  of  tolling 
ducklings  and  sparrows  in  the 
gardens  and  window  boxes  of  No  H) 
has  a  senior  politician  suffered  such 
embarrassment  at  the  paws  of  a  pet 
Animals  are  usually  a  much  safer 
bet  than  children  when  posing  for 
photo  opportunities.  Only  Michael 


Foot’s  Nepalese  mountain  dog, 
Dizzie.  was  singled  out  lor  sneers 
daring  the  general  election  cam¬ 
paign  of  1983u  Mr  Foot,  who  was 
then  Labour  leader,  was  shown  in  a 
donkey  jacket  waving  a  stick  at 
photographers  while  walking  his  pet 
on  Hampstead  Heath.  The  animal 
bared  its  teeth. 

That  was  an  exception.  Paddy,  the 
late  Lord  Wilson  of  Rievaulx’s 


labrador,  was  a  natural  before  the 
cameras.  It  chased  sticks  to  order 
while  the  Wilsons  were  on  holiday  in 
the  Isles  of  Sally  and  seemed  to 
smile  at  the  cameras  whfle  its  owners 
picnicked  on  the  beach. 

Other  political  dogs  enjoy  an  even 
stronger  place  in  British  affections. 
Offa,  the  eyes  of  Labour’s  David 
Hunlxtt  would  win  a  spontaneous 
round  of  applause  whenever  it 


appeared  on  BBCl’s  Question  Time. 
Lucy,  the  bitch  who  replaced  Offa,  is 
proving  even  more  popular.  Conser¬ 
vative  MPs  often  bring  the  black 
labrador-retriever  treats  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  to  enjoy  before  Prime  Minister’s 
Questions. 

Chris  Patten,  the  Governor  of 
Hong  Kong,  has  such  affection  for 
Whisky  and  Soda,  his  Family’s  pair 
of  Highland  terriers,  that  he  has 


condemned  Britain's  quarantine 
rules  as  absurd.  Unless  the  law  is 
changed.  Whisky  and  Soda  will  be 
behind  the  wire  for  six  months  after 
their  owners’  return  to  Britain  when 
Hong  Kong  is  handed  back  to  China 
next  year. 

Mr  Patten  told  Sue  Lawley  on 
BBC  Radio  4’s  Desert  Island  Discs 
this  month  that  the  prospect  filled 
him  with  dread. 


ALBERT  REWOLDS,  the 
former  Irish  Prime  Minister, 
had  his  damages  raised  from 
nothing  to  lp  yesterday  by  the 
judge  who  presided  over  his 
five-week  libel  action.  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  French  ruled  in  the  High 
Court  thar  he  was  entitled  to 
nominal  damages  after  a  jury 
found  on  Tuesday  that  he  had 
been  defamed  but  made  no 
award. 

His  ruling,  for  which  he 
said  he  would  give  his  reasons 
at  a  later  date,  may  have  a 
bearing  on  whether  Mr  Reyn¬ 
olds  should  pay  the  entire 
costs  of  the  litigation,  estimat¬ 
ed  at  more  than  El  million. 

Unbeknown  to  the  jury,  77ie 
Sunday  Times  had  paid  E5.0G5 
into  court.  Mr  Reynolds  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  this  sum. 
leaving  himself  liable  to  bear 
the  legal  costs  incurred  by 
both  sides  after  September  20. 
the  date  of  the  payment. 

The  judge  will  have  to 
deride  whether  Mr  Reynolds 
should  also  pay  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  costs  since  August  1995. 
when  he  issued  his  writ  After 
hearing  arguments  from  both 
sides,  the  judge  said  he  hoped 
to  rule  on  the  issue  today. 

The  jurors  derided  that  Mr 
Reynolds's  claim  that  he  had 
been  libelled  was  true  in 
substance.  Mr  Reynolds.  64. 
sued  after  being  accused  by 
The  Sunday  Times  of  lying  to 
the  Dail  in  a  report  headed 
“Goodbye  gombeen  man. 
Why  a  nb  too  far  proved  fatal". 

The  newspaper,  which 
pleaded  qualified  privilege 
and  justification,  is  seeking 
payment  of  all  its  costs  by  Mr 
Reynolds.  He  accepts  liability 
only  for  costs  incurred  after 
the  dace  of  the  £5.005  payment. 

James  Price,  QC,  for  The 
Sunday  Times,  said  the  con¬ 
clusion  could  nor  be  avoided 
that  the  jury  found  the  artide 
to  be  “so  nearly  true  that 
ignominious  damages  would 
suffice".  Lord  Williams.  QC 
for  Mr  Reynolds,  said  it  was 
consistent  with  the  “broad 
justice  of  the  case"  that  each 
party  should  bear  its  own 
costs  before  the  date  of  the 
paper's  payment  to  court 

Juries  regularly  award  con¬ 


temptuous  damages  to  reflect 
their  view  that  the  words 
complained  of  did  not  damage 
a  person's  reputation. 

In  l%4.  a  Dr  Dering  com¬ 
plained  about  a  book.  Exodus. 
suggesting  he  had  performed 
17.000  "experiments"  without 
anaesthetics  at  Auschwitz. 
Counsel  for  the  book's  pub¬ 
lishers  said  that  if  Dr  Dcring 
had  no  reputation  requiring 
compensation,  adequate  pay¬ 
ment  might  be  the  “smallest 
coin  of  the  realm,  not  a 
farthing  but  a  halfpenny." The 
jury  agreed. 

In  June  1967,  William 
Boaks.  a  parliamentary  candi¬ 
date  in  the  1966  general  elec- 


f  v  -i 

*  -v. 
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Reynolds:  ruling  may 
affect  liability  for  costs 

non,  was  awarded  £1  after  he 
complained  about  a  pre-elec¬ 
tion  article  saying  he  was  our 
of  work  and  living  on  benefit. 

In  January  1974,  Lady- 
Docker  sued  the  Sunday  Ex¬ 
press  over  an  article  alleging 
she  was  banned  from  a  Jersey 
hotel  for  using  “naughty 
words".  The  jury  awarded  a 
halfpenny  damages. 

In  November  the  same  year, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Brooks  was  awarded  a  half¬ 
penny  damages  after  he  sued 
the  Sunday  People  over  alle¬ 
gations  that  he  was  a  "sex 
trap"  For  young  girls. 

William  Rees-Mogg.  page  I 


ADVERTISEMENT  FEATURE 


TIME  TO  GET  THAT 


Sorting  out  your  pension  ms  one  of  those  thmg& 
you've  probably  been  meaning  to  €k>  for  years. 
So  why  haven't  you  got  mund  to  it  yet? 


AT  PERSONAL  PENSION  SORTED? 

’ _ f _ _ _ _  . 


6o»  Perhaps  ifS  because  you've  been  put  off  by  the 
thought  of  having  to  wade  through  reams  of 
t  iooAt  ^  ^compUcated  paperwork,  filling  in  pages  of  questions 
-  ori  an  application  form.  Or  maybe  you've  always 
thoughtyou'd  got  far  better  things  to  spend  your  money  on. 
Well,  we  have  launched  the  Virgin  Personal  Pension  for  people 
just  (ike  you.  It's  totally  understandable,  easy  to  start  and  we 
think  it's  the  best  value  personal  pension  around.  Of  course,  we 
don't  see  it  as  our  job  to  persuade  you  to  buy  a  pension  frbm^ 
us  -  that's  a  decision  for  you  to  make.  But  if  youfre  self-  - 
employed  or  employed  and  haven't  got  a  company,  pension 
scheme,  then  why  not  give  us  a  caff  dim!  We  can 

give  you  as  much  or  as  Httte help  asyou  rieed  in  deciding  if  the 
Virgin  Persona!  Pension  is  rkjfrt  fbr.Ydu.  . 


wait  anotfeexyear^oF^Q^ 


■  government  offers  you  massive  tax  breaks  if 

you  save  in  a  personal  pension.  Each  year  you  put 
%  off  taking  out  a  pension,  the  value  of  those  tax 

' -  &  breaks  gets  smaller  and  smaller.  So  the  longer  you 

leave  it  the  harder  and  more  expensive  it  will  be  to  get  the 
Icind  of  income  you  want  to  help  maintain  your  current 
standard  of  living  when  you  retire. 

So  tiie  message  is  dear  -  the  sooner  you  get  cracking,  the  better 
your  chances  are  of  retiring  comfortably,  or  even  retiring  early! 


w 


-•>  l- ’ -Ji  r  • »  J-d? 


O/^  You  may  be  surprised.  If  you've  got  £50  or  more 
Si asseg*^  you  can  afford  to  put  away  each  month  and  are 
today  4?  sure  you  won't  need  to  get  your  hands  on  the 
**  as  **  money  until  you  retire,  then  you  can  probably  get 
started  straight  away.  Bear  in  mind  though,  that  the  chances 
are  you  may  need  to  increase  the  amount  you  save  over  the 
years  to  get  the  sort  of  retirement  income  you  want 


There  is  a  huge  gap  between  what 
y  consum^  need,  and  what  the  pensions 
-  industry  has  to  offer.  Ten  years  ago,  the 
government  made  pensions  a  fantastic  way  to 
save  for  the  future .  Presented  with  this 
opportunity,  the  pensions  industry  let  greed 
get  the  better  of  them.  The  real  answer 
is  increased  competition.  Now  that 
competition  exists! 


Call  us  and  tell  us  how  much  you  want  to  tuck  away  each 
month  and  we'll  send  you  a  personalised  information  pack 
which  will  contain  all  the  information  you  need  to  know.  But 
starting  a  pension  is  such  a  vital  decision,  you  should  be 
choosy  about  who  you  buy  from.  So  try  phoning  a  few  other 
companies.  Ask  them  these  questions  and  see  how  their 
answers  compare: 

Are  your  charges  amongst  the  lowest  in  the  business? 
Some  pension  companies  could  take  almost  a  fifth  of  your 
retirement  fund  in  charges*.  Our  charges  are  amongst  the 
lowest  you  can  find. 

C-2  •  How  much  of  my  money  are  you  going  to  take  in 
commission? 

People  are  often  appalled  at  how  much  of  their  money  disappears 
in  commission.  We  refuse  to  employ  salesmen  or  pay  commission. 
It's  your  retirement  you're  saving  for,  not  someone  eise's. 

(J-  When  I  need  to  change  the  amount  I  save,  will  1  be 
penalised  in  any  way? 

Many  pension  plans  advertised  as  'flexible'  allow  you  to  make 
changes  but  charge  you  through  the  nose  for  the  privilege.  With 
the  Virgin  Personal  Pension  you  can  stop,  start,  increase  or 
decrease  the  amount  you  save  and  you  won't  have  to  pay  a 
penalty  for  doing  so. 

C  Once  I've  bought  your  pension,  will  E  ever  hear 
from  you  again? 

Some  companies  you'll  hardly  hear  from.  Others  you'll 
never  see  the  back  of  I 

We  write  to  you  twice  a  year  to  tell  you  how  your 
pension  is  performing.  If  you  wish,  we'I!  also  contact 
!  you  once  a  year  to  make  sure  you're  still  on  track  and 
I  to  see  if  there  is  anything  you  need  to  change.  You're 
«A  always  in  control. 

*Sourc*r.  Savings  Market.  Summer  1995- 


v$;* 

U~A, 

vr-’-v 

V-':  v 


Richard  Branson  putting  a  rocket  up 
the  pensions  industry 


person;*'  ri.-v:i»  s.^ysce  Ltd  i*  regulated  tv  Authority  u.i  it:..-  iiv.-urunce  and  unit  tm-.t  bo:  ir.ev:  and  represents  only  iho  Virgin  Direct  m.irkoting. group- The  price  of  units  and  any  income 

qf  down  us  '-vi'l i  u-  ■;>>  ji.r;  you  n:.jy  not  not  hack  2:1  the  money  vu.i  invent  u  ’noi.uonn  i\  not  necossurih,’  guide  to  the  lo*ure.  The  basic  ot  Nx  may  change  and  the  value  of  the-.tax  benefit  depends  on  how 

me-.;!  u\  you  j-jy.  V/gin  Dir-a  only  morkets  its  pwr.  pnvdaCU.  For ■your  seem  •  r.y  .:!!  eilis  to  V.rgin  Direct  are  recorded  and  randomly  monitored.  •  -  .  .  . 


the  future  might  not 


be  so  bright. 


Many  mobile  communications  companies  find 
leasing  the  most  efficient  way  to  finance  the 
enormous  investment  in  infrastructure  they  have  to 
make.  Without  this  vital  option,  precious  resources 
currently  helping  companies  create  a  bright  -  not 
to  say  orange  -  future  would  have  to  be  diverted. 

Key  to  the  success  of  leasing  is  its  special  tax 
treatment.  In  the  last  year,  it  enabled  Finance  & 


Leasing  Association  members  to  fund  32%  of  all 
fixed  investment  in  the  UK  -  providing  £17  billion 
across  a  wide  range  of  projects  and  industries. 
This  included  encouraging  new,  high  profile 
manufacturers  to  come  to  Britain,  creating  tens  of 
thousands  of  jobs  and  enabling  continuing 
investment  in  the  Public  Sector  to  help  deliver 
better  public  services.  Tax-efficient  leasing  plays  a 
vital  role  in  helping  all  parts  of  our  economy  grow. 


LEASING  -  helping  Britain  to  compete  in  the  worlds 


4 


For  more  information  about  the  contribution  that  leasing  is  making  to  the 

British  economy  call  0171  491  2783. 


Issued  by  The  Finance  &  Leasing  Association 
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AUDIT  COMMISSION  11 


Youth  justice  system  ‘fails  offenders  and  victims’ 


v  .By  Richard  Ford 
HOMEc°RR«SPONDENT 

justice  system  for- young 
“condemned  today  as 
ft“S2Bn!5d’  inefficient  and  mef- 
fecSivtL  The  Audit  Cbnunission 
s^s  that  unless  action  is  taken  to 
Q^haulitandtadcleyoufoS^ 

auscs  effectively,  ^ 

ccrantry  faces  a  further increaseLn 

lawtessness  over  the  nefl-decade. 

^™ission‘s  report.  Mis- 
gSf,  s?ys-  fee  current 

sysffim  ts  tmieH»nsuinmg/vvastes 

n^tey  and  provides  little  monitor¬ 


ing  of  die  impact  of:  ,  various 
punishments.  ‘Overall;  less  is  done  ± 
tiuth  a  decade  ago  to  address  ‘ 
of&mfirig  ty  yburig  peopltTfever 
yuuhg  peop le  are  now  convicted  fey 
the  courts,  even  aflowingfor  the  fall ; 
in  the  number  of  people  aged  10  toy 
.  17,  arid  an  increasing  proportion  of 
those  who  are  found  ^nJty  aife 
discharged.  At  ten  of  the  12sit»- 
visrted,  little,  or  ravwork  was  done 
with  young  (lenders  outside  due 
court  system  *'**  address  ftrfr 
behaviour-" -  T 

David  Madean,  a  Home  Office. " 
Minister,  said  foe-  .Government 


was  acting  to  tackle  truancy  and 
rindisriplme  inschools  and  to  stress 
die  importance  of  parental  respon¬ 
sibility.. He  dismissed  a  recommen¬ 
dation  that  local  authorities  be 
■pyen  an- enhanced  role  in  dealing 
.wife  juvenile  offenders.  “Punish¬ 
ment  must  be  a  matter  for  the 
police,  fee -probation  service  and 
thecourts,  not  local  authorities." 

■'  Jack  Straw,  the  Shadow  Home 
Secretary,  said  fee  report  was  a 
damning  commentary  cm  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  youth  justice  system  and 
'  the  Government*  record.  “It  sup¬ 
port  Labour’s  view  that  the  system 


is  wasteful,  fails  victims,  communi¬ 
ties  and  young  offenders  alike.” 

The  commission  says  that  the 
present  arrangements  fail  young 
people,  who  were  not  being  guided 
away  from  offending,  and  their 
victims,  who  continued  to  be 
plagued  by  vandalism,  arson  and 
theft.  The  report  estimates  that 
150,000 juvenile  offenders  are  dealt 
with  each  year  in  England  and 
Wales.  In  1994.  two  out  of  every  five 
known  offenders  were  under  the 
age  of  21,  and  a  quarter  under  18. 

The  commission  suggests  that 
the  under-1  &  commit  about  seven 


million  offences  a  year  against 
retailers,  individuals  and  manufac¬ 
turers.  Only  3  per  cent  of  those 
offences  lead  to  an  arrest  and 
action  by  the  criminal  justice 
system.  Youth  crime  costs  public 
services  El  billion  a  year,  which 
indudes  £600  million  spent  by  the 
police  in  identifying  young  offend¬ 
ers  and  £200  million  by  soda! 
services. 

The  commission  finds  that  crime 
rends  to  be  concentrated  on  a  few 
victims  and  that  criminal  behav¬ 
iour  is  largely  confined  to  a  few 
areas  populated  by  large  numbers 


of  poor,  single  adult  households  10 

with  poorly  supervised  youngsters,  oi 

Even  when  young  offenders  are  ec 

punished,  the  report  suggests  there  sc 
is  a  “worrying  lack  of  information"  er 
about  the  effect  of  different  sen-  fo 
tences  on  reoffending.  It  found  that  fo 
little  was  done  to  address  offending 
behariour  and  in  most  areas  no  to 

attempt  was  made  to  monitor  W 

reoffending  after  different  sen-  of 

tences  had  been  imposed.  ai 

Few  sentences  were  sufficiently  cr 

intensive  to  challenge  the  behav-  □ 

four  of  persistent  offender  in  a  way  ai 

likely  to  prove  effective.  A  study  of  LI 
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£2,500  for  each 


By  OwHome  Correspondent 


THE  legal  system  feat  deals 
with  young  offenders  is  slow, 
costly  and  complicated.  ' 

Pbtfce  launch  proceedings 
against  two  out  m  every  five 
young  people  accused  ai  an 
offence,  but  prosecutions  are 
not  particularly  efficient,  the 
Audit  Commission  report 
says.  The  organisations  in¬ 
volved  in  the  courts  process 
did  hot  agree  on  the  objectives. 

Once  a  young  offender  is 
detained,  a  polks  officer  must 
fill  in  40  forms  which,  together 
wife  intervieiys,  take  between 
four,  and  five  hours  to  com¬ 
plete.  An  accused. person  app¬ 
ears  in  court  an  average  of 
four  times  over  an  average 
pcribd  of  70  days  before  being 
sentenced.  The  figure  in  some 
areas  readied  as  many  as  170  . 
dajys. 

-  The  study  found  feat  four 
months  passed  on  average 
between  arrest  and  sentence, 
at  acost  for  each  young  person 
of  E2.500.  “The  youth  courts 
process  is  often  complex  and 
lengthy.  It  takes  up  much  iff 
the" ’time;- of  social  workers, 
lawyers,  police  officers  and. 
others,:  which  is  expensive,” 
thereptwtsays.  :. 

In  spite  of  fee  time  and 
money  spent,  fee  report  says  - 
that-  half  fee'  proceedings 
against  young  peoptearerfis-  - 
ccntinued.  dismissed  orend  in 
a  discharge.-  JX: 

Four  out  of  five  YaaferOatirt  • 

porscBt-jiaid 


presentence  reports  needed  to 
be  prepared;. fee  defence  law¬ 
yer  had  not  been  briefed;  legal 
aid  not  been  sorted  out 

“It  takes  up  much  of  the 
time  of  youth  justice  workers, 
lawyers,  and  witnesses  indud- 
ing -police  officers,  it  also 
means  a  long  delay  between  a 
young  person’s  arrest  and 
sentence,  which  '  makes  any 
punishment  less.  meaningfuL” 
the  rqport  says. 

It  highlights  the  'cost  of 
holding  a  young  person  re¬ 
manded  in  custody.  One  case 
cost  a  local  authority  £7,200  to 
transport  a -youngster,  to  and 
from.'  court  on  19  pccaskms. 
plus  £64,000 {^secure  accom¬ 
modation  for  216  days. 

Local  authority  secure  units, 
providing  24-hour  supervised 
care,  cost  between  £1.800  and 


ffiminKsinn  ehief 
ljiseoffundsv 


£3,450  a  week.  The  latter 
figure  was  roughly  seven 
times  fee  cost  of  keeping  a 
child  ar  Eton  and  more  than 
twice  fee  cost  of  staying  at  The 
.  Ritz  for  a  week,  .. 

Three  out  of  five  young 
offenders  identified  by  the 
police  are  cautioned  rather 
than  prosecuted  through  the 
courts.  The  report  admits  feat 
although  '  giving  a  caution 
works  well,  for  first-time  of¬ 
fenders,  it  becomes  less  effect¬ 
ive  once  a  pattern  of  criminal 
behaviour  has  developed. 

A  critical  factor  is  that  few 
young  people  who  are  cau¬ 
tioned  receive  any  further  help 
tocopewjth  their  offending  or 
antisocial  behaviour.  The 
commission  found  feat  of  the 
cases  it  observed,  65  per  cent  of 
young  offenders  sentenced  in 
court  had  been  excluded  from 
school  or  had  played  truant 
regularly.  It  pointed  out  a 
dramatic  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  youngsters  excluded 
.  from  schooL  The  number' of 
pupils  permanently  excluded 
for  disruptive  behaviour  rose 
from  around  3,000  in  1990-91 
toaround  11.000  in  199495.  it 
says. 

Of  young  offenders  on  su¬ 
pervision  orders  interviewed 
by  foe  commission,  60  per  cent 
were,  not  engaged  in  work, 
training  or  education;  70  per 
cent  took  drugs  of  some  kind, 
cannabis  being  the  most  wide¬ 
ly  used.  but  Ecstasy,  cocaine 
and  heroin  alas  being  popu¬ 
lar:  Half  admitted  to  getting 
drunk  every  week.  •' 


A  Dutch  official  supervising  young  offenders,  who  must  give  up  free  time  to  make  amends  for  their  crimes 


103  youngsters  given  a  supervision 
order  found  that  they  were  expect¬ 
ed  to  spend  an  hour  a  week  with  a 
social  worker,  which  was  not 
enough  to  be  effective.  The  priority 
for  youth  justice  workers  was  to 
form  good  relationships. 

The  study  was  based  on  12  visits 
to  different  parts  of  England  and 
Wales;  a  survey  of  600  young 
offenders  sentenced  by  the  courts; 
and  interviews  wife  100  young 
criminals  on  supervision. 

(3  Misspent  Youth:  Young  Feople 
and  Crime  (Audit  Commission : 
£20) 


Dutch  scheme 
to  halt  petty 
crime  praised 

A  DUTCH  scheme  to  tackle 
juvenile  crime  allows  offend¬ 
ers  to  avoid  prosecution  if 
they  recompense  victims  and 
repair  damage  themselves 
(Stephen  Farrell  writes). 

The  Halt  project  set  up  in 
Rotterdam  15  years  ago  to 
deal  wife  vandalism,  petty 
theft  and  violence  by  12  to  18- 
year-olds.  is  highlighted  by 
the  Audit  Commission  report 
as  a  potentially  more  effective 
method  of  dealing  with 
young  offenders.  The  juven- 
3e  most  suggest  the  punish¬ 
ment  such  as  paying 
reparations  to  fee  victim  and 
giving  up  Saturdays  and  holi¬ 
days  to  repair  damaged  prop¬ 
erty.  If  no  punishment  can  be 
agreed,  fee  case  goes  to 
prosecutors. 

Halt  officials  claim  that  60 
per  cent  either  stop  or  reduce 
their  criminal  behaviour, 
against  25  per  cent  of  those 
prosecuted.  The  programme 
cost  £6.1  million  in  1995,  when 
it  dealt  with  17,000  cases.  Thai 
is  expected  to  rise  to  £10.2  mil¬ 
lion  next  year. 


How  cash  could  be  redirected  to  prevention 


MINISTERS  are  urged  to  redirect 
cash  into  measures  aimed  at  identify¬ 
ing  children  at  risk  of  being  sucked 
into  a.  life  of  crime  (Richard  Fbrd 
writes).  The  Audit  Commission  also 
calls  for  local  government  to  be  given 
the  rale  of  co-ordinating  a  national 
drive  to  tackle  antisocial  behaviour 
and  the  causes  of  juvenile  crime. 

The  commission  recommends  a 
greater  use  of  “caution-plus"  schemes 
where  police  formally  warn  a  young  of¬ 
fender  and  other  organisations  work 
wife  fee  family  to  tackle  offending  be¬ 
haviour.  In  some  schemes  the  young¬ 
ster  would  pay  compensation  to  the 
victim.  The  report  estimates  that  if  20 
per  cent  of  young  offenders  prosecuted 


in  court  were  instead  wanted  and  sent 
to  units  to  deal  with  offending  be¬ 
haviour,  £40  million  could  be  saved 
and  spent  preventive  measures. 

Andrew  Foster,  controller  of  fee 
commission,  said:  The  opportunity 
exists  to  redirect  money  that  is  ineffi¬ 
ciently  used  into  preventive  pro¬ 
grammes  targetted  on  early  offenders. 
The  prize  for  society  is  to  break  the 
cycle  of  antisocial  behaviour  that  has 
become  the  day-today  reality  for  so 
many  young  people.” 

The  Government  is  to  respond  to 
growing  concern  over  juvenile  crime 
•with  a  Green  Paper  next  month  which 
will  set  out  ways  of  identifying  and 
intervening  early  with  children  at  risk 


of  becoming  offenders.  It  is  likely  to 
point  to  poor  parenting,  aggressive 
behaviour  at  an  early  age,  truancy  and 
school  exclusion,  unstable  home  life, 
poor  education,  and  lack  of  training 
and  employment. 

Today's  report  calls  for  more  help  for 
parents,  including  programmes  link¬ 
ing  new  parents  with  more  experi¬ 
enced  couples  able  to  offer  practical 
help.  Health  visitors  should  have  a 
leading  role  in  spotting  the  areas  and 
families  mast  at  risk. 

Local  authorities  who  accommodate 
children  under  18  are  urged  to  consider 
charging  parents  who  can  afford  to 
pay.  A  source  said  that  the  commission 
had  been  disturbed  by  the  number  of 


families  willing  to  put  children  out  of 
the  family  home  because  of  difficulties 
in  relationships. 

The  commission  highlights  a  scheme 
in  Northamptonshire  to  keep  young 
people  out  of  the  courts.  The  Diversion 
Unit  brings  together  police,  teachers, 
social  workers,  probation  officers, 
youth  workers  and  a  psychiatric  nurse 
to  deal  with  young  offenders. 

Police  refer  new  cases  to  the  unit  and 
the  “punishment"  is  usually  a  treat¬ 
ment  programme.  Youngsters  have  to 
confront  their  crime  and  behaviour, 
accept  their  guilt,  offer  compensation 
to  the  victim,  and  work  with  their 
parents  and  the  unit  to  ensure  that  they 
stay  out  of  trouble. 


How  Do  You  Feel  About 
£10  Worth  Of  Free  Calls? 
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leiscorT;  offers  intern stionai  and  national  calls 
at  up  to  60°'b  less  than  other  networks. 

■>e  our  competitors,  we  can  always  be  relied  on  for 
avings.  friendiv  sewice  and  crystal  clear  connections. 

from  your  existing  touch  tone  phone  ’inks  you  to 
s  ;arge st  and  most  dependable  fibre  optic  network. 
?  ewe  no  connection  fees  or  line  rental  charges. 

those  of  you  feeling  iet  clown  by  your  existing 
rysrar.ee  service  provider,  here's  a  special  offer 
to  put  a  smile  on  your  face. 

etch  to  First  Telecom  by  30  November  1996 
;;  give  you  £  1  0  worth  calls  FREE  OF  CHARGE. 


FIRST  TELECOM 

future:  of  telecommunications 

0800  376  6666 


IN  A  CLEAR,  NON-GREASY,  ODOUR  HUS  GEL 

-r-:'  '7;  '•  New  7/axam*  Pain  Relief  Gel  contains  the 

. •" • .  .  ’"*• : .'  dinicaliy  proven  ingredient feibinac,  a 

\  .  powerful  antMntemmatory  analgesic  widely 

prescribed  by  doctors  for  treatment  of 
V /  g. r'-y  injuries  resulting  in  muscular  aches,  sprains 

'Ys& '  '  ;  .  f .  ‘  V  sM?  and  backache. 
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■  ■  ‘  •  t  ■.  New  Traxam  Pam  Relief  Gel  is  specially 

formiialed  to  be  absorbed  through  the 
^  C;  .  'P  (-  rv  skin  and  to  penetrate  directiy  to  the 
t .  p.  U“~  site  of  paia  There  it  acts  to  relieve 

*'  the  pain  of  muscular  aches,  sprains 
' 9  ^  and  backache,  and  to  reduce  arty  associated 

W *.  "  swelSng  and  inflammation. 


ASK  YOUR  PHARMACIST  ABOUT  TRAXAM 

AcOw  IngTWfiert  RSWnac  Ttade  Mart 
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12  POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT _ 

Labour  produces  a  line-by-line 
denial  of  Tory  spending  claims 

- - — — — 1 —— 1 —  will  mi  the  soda!  security  bill,  single  parents  will  cost  £110 


SV.ML 


By  Jill  Sherman 

CHIEF  POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 


THE  Tories  tried  yesterday  to 
reassert  Labour's  image  of  a 
tax  and  spend  party  by  pre¬ 
senting  a  list  of  89  spending 
pledges  which  they  said  would 
cost  E3U  billion  over  five  years. 

Hours  later  Labour  pro¬ 
duced  its  own  document, 
claiming  that  all  89  pledges 
were  ‘Tory  lies".  Cordon 
Brown,  the  Shadow  Chancel¬ 
lor.  insisted  that  the  only  extra 
spending  commitments  were 
the  employment  pledges  in  the 
party's  draft  manifesto,  cost¬ 
ing  a  net  £3  billion  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  windfall  tax. 

Mr  Brown  risked  infuriat¬ 
ing  bis  own  party  by  denying 
that  there  was  any  commit¬ 
ment  to  spend  money  on 
bringing  back  British  Rail  into 
public  ownership  and  suggest¬ 
ing  that  the  minimum  wage 
would  cost  nothing. 

As  the  propaganda  war 
intensified  the  Tories  insisted 
that  the  89  commitments  had 
been  gleaned  from  speeches 
and  comments  made  by  Tony 
Blair  and  his  frontbenchers 
over  the  past  two  years.  But 
Tory  party  sources  admitted 


The  few  extra  spending  programmes  to  which  Labour  is 
publicly  cummined  arc: 

B  Helping  people  under  25  and  the  long-term  unemployed 
into  work:  £3  billion 

■  Cutting  health  service  waiting  lists:  £100  million 

M  Reducing  dass  sizes  for  5  to  7-year-olds:  £168  million 

■  Setting  up  learn -as-you-e am  accounts:  Cl  50  motion 

■  Cutting  VAT  on  fuel  from  8%  to  5%:  £450  million 


that  they  had  made  up  several 
of  the  figures  in  the  document 
on  the  basis  of  a  “reasonable" 
guess  at  Labour's  thinking. 

The  paper,  drawn  up  by 
William  Waldegrave’s  special 
adviser.  Paul  Gardner,  in¬ 
cludes  precise  costings  on  the 
national  minimum  wage, 
which  Labour  has  not  set.  and 
spurious  costings  on  social 
security  changes  and  educa- 
rion  measures  which  are  not 
mentioned  in  any  policy 
documents. 

Some  comments  made  by 
frontbenchers  in  1994/95  have 
been  overtaken  by  policy 
changes.  But  the  document 
draws  attention  to  Labour’s 
reluctance  to  commit  itself  to  a 
specific  timetable  or  specific 
costings  on  several  policies. 

The  only  spending  Mr 


Brown  was  prepared  to  con¬ 
done  yesterday  was  his  pro¬ 
gramme  to  address  youth  and 
long-term  unemployment. 
Labour  has  also  made  several 
specific  commitments  which 
involve  reallocating  existing 
resources. 

The  following  are  some  of 
the  Tory  claims  and  Labour's 
responses. 

□  Health  service: 

The  Tories  say  that  phasing 
out  private  provision  will  cost 
£34  million.  Labour  say's  that 
it  has  no  plans  to  phase  it  oul 
ill  The  minimum  wage: 

The  Tories  say  this  will  cost 
£3.7  billion  a  year.  They  base 
this  on  an  hourly  rate  of  half 
median  male  earnings  plus  a 
50  per  cent  restoration  of 
differentials. 

Labour  insists  that  the  plan 


will  cut  the  social  security  bill. 
The  wage  will  be  decided  by  a 
low  pay  commission  after  the 
general  election. 

□  School  sabbaticals: 

The  Tories  daim  ihat  giving 
sabbaticals  to  teachers  with 
more  than  ten  years  service 
would  cost  tU  billion  a  year. 
They  base  this  on  going 
teachers  with  ten  years  service 
four  months  off.  and  those 
with  15  years  service,  one  year 
off. 

Labour  says  that  there  is  no 
commitment.  The  scheme 
would  be  phased  and  offered 
only  to  some  teachers  if  the 
money  was  available  within 
existing  resources. 

□  Railways: 

The  Tories  say  that  Labour's 
commitment  to  return  to  a 
publicly  owned  and  publicly 
accountable  railway  will  cost 
the  taxpayer  £920  million  a 
year. 

Labour  says  that  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  bring  back  rail¬ 
ways  into  public  ownership 
depends  on  economic  circum¬ 
stances  and  transport  priori¬ 
ties.  Gordon  Brown  says  there 
is  no  commitment  cu  buy  bade 
shares. 

□  Single  parents: 

The  Tories  say  that  help  for 


single  parents  will  cost  £110 
million  a  year. 

Labour  says  that  the  mltfal 
cost  will  be  paid  for  by  a 
crackdown  on  fraud  and  in  the 
long  term  the  plans  will  pay 
for  themselves  through  reduc¬ 
ing  benefit  dependency. 

□  Tree  cover 

The  Tories  say  that  Labour 
will  spend  £58  million  increas¬ 
ing  tree  cover  by  50  per  cent 

Labour  says  that  it  will  set 
targets  within  existing 
resources.  •  - 

□  Jobseekers'  Allowance: 

The  Tories  say  that  Labour’s 

plans  to  abolish  the  allowance 
would  cost  £240  million. 

Labour  says  that  it  has.no 
plan  to  abolish  it 

Labour  says  that  it  will 
recoup  £18  million  more  than 
the  Tories'  programme,  with 
no  net  cost  to  the  taxpayer. 

□  Nursery  education; 

The  Tones  say  that  Labour 
wilil  spend  £665  million  creat¬ 
ing  a  nursery  place  for  every 
three-year-old. 

Labour  says  that  it  will 
provide  a  nursery  place  for  all 
four-year-olds '  using  funds 
from  the  Tories'  nursery 
voucher  scheme. 
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By  Andrew  Pierce 
POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 
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Ludicrous  propaganda  stunt  is  a  sign  of  self-delusion 
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Labour  is  vulnerable  on 
public  spending.  Gor¬ 
don  Brown's  determ¬ 
ination  to  be  an  Iron 
Chancellor  and  stamp  on 
anything  that  might  be  seen 
as  a  spending  pledge  is  genu¬ 
ine.  yet  in  aggregate  strains 
credibility. 

However,  the  Tories  have 
undermined  their  case  with 
their  ludicrously  over-the-top 
propaganda  stunt  yesterday 
with  the  Doily  Telegraph. 
The  Tories  are  deluding  them¬ 
selves  if  they  believe  that  the 
successful  tax  bombshell  cam¬ 


paign  of  1992  can  be  repeated 
now. 

The  Tory  daim  that  the 
annual  cost  of  Labour’s 
spending  commitments 
would  be  an  extra  £30  billion 
by  the  fifth  year  of  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  is  a  gross  exaggeration.  I 
do  not  know  anyone  who 
seriously  believes  that  a  Blair 
government  would  increase 
spending  by  anything  like 
that  amount,  or  raise  taxes  on 
the  average  family  by  £1-200  a 
year.  Admittedly,  some  of 
Labour's  promises,  such  as 
“creating  a  publidy  owned. 


RIDDELL  ON  POLITICS 


publicly  accountable  railway 
system  as  economic  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  priorities  of 
transport  policy  allow",  are  so 
ambiguous  as  to  defy  mean¬ 
ing.  But  many  of  the  89 
alleged  commitments  are  non¬ 
existent  or  flimsy.  Some  are 
either  vague  aspirations  or 
would  be  undertaken  only  if 
money  could  be  found  from 
savings  elsewhere. 

The  real  doubt  about 
Labour’s  plans  is  less  mdo- 


dramatic  and  was  only  par¬ 
tially  hinted  at  in  yesterday’s 
Tory  dossier.  It  is  not  that 
Labour  would  embark  on  big 
new  spending  programmes. 
The  danger  is  rather  that  it 
would  not  be  rigorous  in 
looking  for  savings.  The  To¬ 
ries  have  succeeded  only  in 
limiting  the  growth  of  spend¬ 
ing  as  a  mult  of  a  series  of 
controversial  measures-  to 
save  money  —  for  example, 
limiting  social  security  entitle¬ 


ments  —  which  Labour 
strongly  opposed  at  the  time. 
These  savings  have  offset 
upward  pressures  on  the  core 
social  programmes.  Labour 
has  now  largely  accepted 
these  changes,  though  in  oth¬ 
er  cases,  such  as  the  proposal 
to  end  compulsory  competi¬ 
tive  tendering  in  local  authori¬ 
ties,  die  drive  to  reduce  costs 
would  be  weakened. 

Without  a  continued  search 
for  savings  in  existing  pro¬ 
grammes,  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  would  find  it  impossible 
to  prevent  a  rise  in  the  overall 


burden  of  spending  and  taxes. 
Labour  is  on  weak  ground 
here.  A  leaked  memo  from 
Alistair  Darling,  die  Shadow 
Chief  Secretary,  revealed  the 
difficulties  he  has  faced  in 
persuading  colleagues  to 
come  up  with  savings.  Only 
two  areas  have  so  far  been 
publidy  identified  —  shifting 
money  from  the  Assisted 
Places  Scheme  and  cutting 
health  service  administration. 
But  more  savings  need  to  be 
found.  The  flaw  in  Labour’s 
rebuttal  statement  was  the 
woolly  references  to  finding 
money  from  within  “existing 
resources”. 

Yesterday's  salvoes  between 
the  parties  can  just  be  dis¬ 
missed  as  a  tiresome  skirmish 
in  the  long  winter  campaign 


Secretary,  to  ensure  that  civil 
servants  are  not  dragged  into 
party  controversy. 

But  this  may  no  longer  be 
enough.  Writing  from  his 
experience  as  special  adviser 
to  Nigd  Lawson,  in  the  Tories' 
first  successful  assault  on 
Labour’s  tax:  and  spending 
plans  in  1987.  Andrew  Tyrie 
has  urged  the  creation'  of  a 
small  independent  fiscal  poli¬ 
cy  committee,  to  monitor  the 
presentation  of  government 
borrowing  and  spending 
plaits.  In  his  new  pamphlet 
for  the  Social  Market  Founda¬ 
tion.  The  Prospects  for  Public 
Spending,  Mr  Tyrie  argues 
that  this  committee  should 
also  look  at  opposition  plans 
to  provide  “a  better  discipline- 
rmdaimsty  politicians  aboot 
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One  bill. 


Orange  Talksbare.  Two  reduced 
price  phones.  One  Talk  Plan  with 
shared  minutes.  One  connection 
charge.  One  monthly  bill. 


Dancall  del  twin  pack 


(r.  r.  p.) 


60  minutes  of  free  talk  time  to  share 
each  month  for  only  637.50  (plus  VAT}. 

Calls  between  Orange  phones  only 
lOp  per  minute  (plus  VAT)  throughout 
the  week. 

Weekend  calls  only  5p  per  minute 
(plus  VAT)  for  all  local  national  and 
Orange  to  Orange  calls. 

Orange  benefits  include  per  second 
billing,  free  12  months  insurance  with 


24  hour  replacement  and  a  14  day 
money  back  guarantee. 

Both  phones  will  receive  new  numbers 
from  Orange  Personal  Communications 
Sen/ices  Ltd. 

Connection  to  Orange  Talksbare  is 
subject  to  status  and  a  one  off 
connection  charge  of  £30  (plus  VAT). 

Your  Orange  contract  will  be  for  a 
minimum  of  12  months. 


Find  out  more  about  Talkshare  at 


Currys 


Ask  :n  store  ror  full  details.  Call  0131  200  0200  for  your  nearest  store. 


orange 


Six  crucial  facts  about 


Technology  has  moved 
wBtSmSm  on  and  value  for  money  . 

Consider  the  importance 
;  of  a  plain  paper  tax  that 

has  increased.  So  before  you  buy  any  dd 
fax  machine,  take  a  good  la*  at  the  new; 
plain  paper  M37Q0fromMufatec.lt  costs  ' 
only  £449  (+  vat).  Yet  its  a  lot  more  than 

can  be  used  as  a  km  volume  or  back  up 
copier.  The  M370B  produces  plain  paper 
copies  that  don't  curl  or  fade. 

just  a  fax  machine. 

5.  Answerphohe  HU 

rmRMM| .  Check  that  your  . 
BBSllfelllfilfll  new  fax  has  b  built-in 
dass  1  moefem.  so  it  can.be  connected. to 
your  computer  arid  used  as  a  high  quality ' 
printer  and  can  send  and  receive  faxes 

incorporates  a  high  quality  digital  answer- 
phone  with  automatic  voice/fax  switching 
facilities.  The.M370D  gives  you  this  -  plus 
crystal  clear  messages. 

drecfytotyfroai-ynur  PC.  TheM370G 
doesall  of  these.-  , ;. 

IslAifflmTRi  uuyti°m 

bmUmmSISlMSBm  a  com  pany 
that  spedaiises.  Muratec  only  make 

EKMRNM  .  ^ 

EiEHBI  tornputer  interface 

faxes,  so  we  have  to  be  the  besL  We 
build  fax- machines  with  all  These  value 
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LABOUR  PARTY  officials 
haw  costed  the  Tory  party’s 
awn  extra  spending  plans  at 
more  than  £20  billion. 

The  shadow  Treasury  team 
arrived  at  the  figure  by  die 
same,  route  as  Conservative 
Central  bffice  used  to  cost 
Labour's  plans.  Researchers 
studied  the  speeches  and  arti¬ 
cles  of  John  Major  and  senior 
Cabinet  ministers  to  pin  down 
any  pledges  and  aspirations. 

The  costing  programme, 
which  was  drawn  up  Alistair 
Darting,  Shadow  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  will  be 
used  extensively  in  the  coming 
months  to  counter  Tory  daims 
of  a  Labour  “tax  bombshell". 

The  Prime  Minister’s  pledge 
to  abolish  capital  gains  tax  is 
estimated  at  £3  billion.  His  oft 
repeated  wish  to  scrap  inheri¬ 
tance  tax  would  cost  El_5 
billion.  Labour  says.  The  par¬ 
ty  estimates  that  the  5,000 
biggest  Landowning  estates  in 
Britain  would  be  £800  million 
better  off. 

The  widely  publicised  com¬ 
mitment  of  Gillian.  Shephard, 
the  Education  Secretary,  to 
create  a  grammar  school  in 
every  town  is  estimated  at  £2 
billion-  The  pledge  by  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  Chancellor,  to  cut 
the  basic  rate  of  income  tax  to 
20p  in  file  pound,  which  was 
reiterated  yesterday  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Waldegrave,  the  Chief 
■Secretary  fo  the  Treasury,  is 
estimated  at  £8  billion. 

The  commitment  by  Ste¬ 
phen  Dorrell.  the  Health  Sec¬ 
retary,  to  raise  NHS  spending 
by  at  least  the  rate  of  inflation 
in  every  year  of  the  next 
government,  is  estimated  at  £5 
billion. .  ;  - 

The  total  extra  spending 
comes  to  £195  billion.  But 
Labour  says  that  a  range  of 
otter  less  expensive  spending 
proposals,  such  as  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  workfare  schemes 
for.  the  long-term  unemployed. 


IN 


F 


IE 

g§pp 


•  _.\K 


V 


13 


the  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


FREE  6  DISC  CD  PLAYER.  FREE  ALLOY  WHEELS  WITH  ABS1  FREE  AIR  CONDITIONING. 


The  new  416  i,  a  Rover  saloon  legendary  for  its  long  distance  comfort,  now  comes 
with  a  six  disc  auto-change  CD  player  (or,  if  you’d  prefer  it,  up  to  three  years  of  free 
servicing*),  five-spoke  alloy  wheels,  air  conditioning  and  anti -lock  brakes. 

All  for  an  on-the-road  price  of  £14,445. 

What  more  can  we  add?  If  you’d  like  to  indulge  in  a  test  drive,  contact 
your  local  Rover  dealer,  or  call  0345  186  186. 


RELAX, 
IT’S  A 
ROVER. 


,u  D_vp n  4161  LUX £M4«S  ON  THE  HOAD.  INCLUDES  DELIVERY  TO  DIALER.  NUMBER  PLATES  AND  12  MONTHS  ROAD  FUND  LICENCE.  PRICES  CORRECT  AT  TIME  OF  COINC  TO  SUB,ECT  TO  VSmCLt  AVAlLABlUTV 

-JSS  SERVICING1  OFFER  FOR  UP  TO  3  YEARS  OR  36,000  MILES.  WHICHEVER  COMES  FIRST.  tABS  STANDARD  ON  ALL  SALOON  MODELS.  4161  LUX  OFFER  AVAILABLE  FOR  VEHICLES  PLKC  5 
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£500m  Library  is  a 
monument  to  folly, 
MPs  tell  Bottomley 


By  Valerie  Elliott,  Whitehall  editor 


THE  new  British  Library  is  a 
nodel  Id  the  nation  —  on  how 
ioi  to  manage  a  major  build- 
ng  project.  MPs  said  yester- 
fay.  They  attacked  the 
National  Heritage  Depart* 
nent  for  "a  dismal  story  of 
n competence  and  wasted  tax¬ 
payers’  money". 

Costs  for  the  library,  next  to 
St  Pancras  station.  London. 
iavc  soared  from  E450  million 
o  more  than  £51 1  million.  The 
Commons  Public  Accounts 
Committee  said  this  was  made 
>vorse  because  the  plans  had 
Teen  scaled  down. 

The  committee  called  on  the 
department  to  ensure  that 
there  were  no  more  cost  in¬ 
creases  or  delays.  It  criticised 
the  department  for  not  fixing  a 
budget  and  for  failing  to  Take 
'swift  and  decisive"  action 
over  technical  problems. 

The  MPs  told  the  Treasury 
to  ensure  that  other  govern¬ 
ment  departments  and  agen- 
iries  learnt  the  lessons  oF  the 
'fiasco.  One  accounting  officer 
;  should  take  control  of  a  project 
and  its  budget,  reporting  to 
Parliament. 

The  MPs'  progress  report 
on  the  library  is  a  further 
criticism  of  Virginia  Bottom- 
ley.  the  Heritage  Secretary, 
who  is  under  attack  over 
regulation  of  the  National 
Lottery  and  hilling  to  secure 
private  sector  cash  to  match 


lottery  money  far  the  Millen¬ 
nium  Exhibition. 

The  committee,  chaired  by 
Labour's  Robert  Sheldon, 
says:  “The  library  is  a  major 
public  building  and  is  de¬ 
signed  to  serve  the  nation 
throughout  the  next  century 
and  beyond. 

“Its  construction  should 
therefore  have  been  planned, 
managed  and  executed  with 
the  utmost  care  achieving 
standards  of  excellence  but 
without  compromising  value 
for  money." 

The  committee  had  been 
told  in  1990  that  the  cost  would 
be  £450  million  but  last  sum¬ 
mer  the  figure  had  escalated  to 
£511.1  million.  Thedepanment 
would  not  knuw  the  final 
figure  until  all  accounts  had 
been  settled. 

"Wc  consider  it  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  given  the  size  and  dura¬ 
tion  of  this  project,  that  there 
was  no  total  cash  budgets  for 
many  years  and  no  firm 
budgets  for  the  works  pack¬ 
ages  until  1995."  the  MPs  say. 
"We  regard  it  as  extraordinary 
that  the  department  entered 
into  contracts  without  setting 
a  budgetary  limit  for  each  of 
them."  This  left  the  depart¬ 
ment  vulnerable  to  claims  on 
its  contingency  funds,  which 
the  MPs  were  disturbed  to 
find  had  sometimes  gone  into 
overdraft. 


They  were  particularly  anx¬ 
ious  that  the  department  had 
not  entered  into  supplemen¬ 
tary  agreements  with  key  con¬ 
tractors  until  delays  and 
disruption  had  cost  ^mil¬ 
lion.  The  committee  was  stag¬ 
gered  by  the  £122  million  paid 
in  professional  fees,  especially 
as  companies  had  been  given 
no  incentive  to  minim ise'costs 
or  to  keep  to  a  speedy 
timetable. 

The  report  highlights  the 
role  of  Laing  Management  in 
overseeing  the  work  and  the 
department's  view  that  the 
firm  “did  not  achieve  what 
they  were  paid  to  do".  Senior 
officials  considered  legal  ac¬ 
tion  against  the  company  but 
were  advised  by  lawyers  that 
they  had  no  grounds.  In  the 
end  the  company  was  paid 
£3S  million  and  its  contract 
extended. 

MPs  blamed  earlier  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  Depan¬ 
men  t  and  the  British  Library 
management  for  damaging 
the  project  and  the  taxpayer. 

A  Heritage  Department 
spokesman  said  yesterday 
that  it  was  confident  the 
library  would  be  completed  on 
time  and  within  budgeL  The 
first  books  and  staff  would  be 
moved  in  within  ten  days  and 
the  department  believed  the 
library  would  offer  "fantastic 
new  services”  to  readers. 
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The  new  British  Library’s  cost  has  risen  from  a  1990  forecast  of  £450  million.  Delays  alone  xan  up  £92  milllion 

Call  to  avoid  British  Museum  charge 


By  Dalya  Alberge 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

THREE  of  the  ait  world's  most  eminent 
figures  yesterday  attacked  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  forcing  the  British  Museum  to 
consider  introducing  entrance  charges  to 
make  ends  meeL 

Sir  Hugh  Leggatt  Sir  Denis  Mahon 
and  Sir  Robert  Sainsbury  argued  that 
millions  would  be  unable  to  afford  to 
visit  il  They  called  on  the  Treasury  to 
increase  its  funding  and  for  lottery  rules 
to  be  changed  to  cover  existing  buildings 
rather  than  only  new  ones. 

Sir  Hugh,  a  former  member  of  the 


Museums  and  Galleries  Commission, 
said:  “One  of  the  tragedies  is  that  the 
Government  does  not  appreciate  that  it  is 
the  very  people  who  are  hard  up  who  wiU 
most  suffer.  Foreign  visitors  will  be  able 
to  afford  to  ray.” 

He  described  the  proposals  under 
consideration  by  the  museum  trustees  as 
“philistine  and  thoroughly  uncivilised'’. 
Charges  are  expected  to  reduce  the 
annual  (L5  million  visitors  drastically. 
Sir  Denis,  a  leading  scholar,  said:  “On 
every  occasion  the  Government  tries  to 
get  out  of  its  responsibilities.'’  Although 
the  trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  John  Major’s  office  referred 


the  matter  to  the  Heritage  office.  Sir 
Hugh  said:  “If  the  Prime  Minister  takes 

SUCh  a  Tarkg*fai«araf  attihirifT  he  should 

give  up  his  prerogative  of  appointing 
trustees  forthwith.  It  is  ironic,  that  the 
BM.  founded  on  lottery  money,  should 
now  fail  in  granting  free  admission  to  the 
‘  very  people  who  pour-in  money  to  the 
National  Lottery." 

In  a  letter  to  The  Times.  Sir  Robert  a 
former  chairman  of  the  Tale  Gallery 
Trustees,  writes:  “The  museum  is  a  great 
educational  resource  and  surely  this  role 
must  be  maintained  and  encouraged.” 

Letters,  page  23 


By  Carol  Midgley  - 

fans  of  The  Archers  are 
being  asked  to  help  to  trace 
vintage  episodes.  The  pro¬ 
grammes  span  3S  years,  from 
Jennifer  Aldridge’s  illegiti¬ 
mate  pregnancy  to  the  early 
days  of  Sid  and  Polly  Perks’s 

courtship.  . 

pedicated  listeners  who 
may  haw  tape  recorded  some 
of  the  episodes  are  being 
urged  to  come  forward  to  help 
the  BBC  to  compile  Vintage 
A  rchers  3  —  The  Lost  Archers. 
At  present,  the  corporation  is 
short  of  material.  V 

From  1951  to  1989  only 
episodes  considered  to  be  of 
vital  importance  were  stored 
in  the  BBC  archives  and  the 
rest  were  thrown  away. 
Although  taping  broadcasts 
used  to  be  illegal,  the  BBC  has 
declared  an  amnesty.  Vanessa 
Whitburn,  the  editor,  said: 
“Listeners  with  a  home  library 
of  The  Archers  need  not  fear^ 

Storylines  featuring  the  ear¬ 
ly  days  of  the  Grundys,  Nigel 
Pargetter’s  affair  with  Shuts 
Archer,  or  the  death  of  Jethro 
Larkin  are  among  those  beuffl 
sought  by  the  BBC.  *5 

A  spokesman  said:  "Rti* 
mour  has  it  that  there  zoo 
people  who  are  such  enthusp 
iasts  that  they  have  20  or  38 
years’  worth  of  episodes  sitting 
in  their  lofts.  We  would  love.to 
hear  from  them.” 

Anyone  who  can  help 
should  contact  The  Arches 
Archive  Appeal,  BBC  Pebbj| 
MU!.  Birmingham,  B5  7QQj  £ 


Channel  4  IwaMfcgraHiEl 
sell-off  Ex-football 
could  raise  star  fined 
up  to  £3bn  over  cocaine 


By  Carol  Midgley 

THE  privatisation  of  Chan¬ 
nel  4  could  raise  £2  billion 
without  the  station  losing  Its 
distinctive  programming  re¬ 
mit.  a  new  study  says. 

The  independent  European 
Media  Forum,  whose  director. 
Damian  Green,  was  a  media 
adviser  in  John  Major's  policy 
unit,  says  research  shows  that 
selling  the  channel  would  be 
financially  viable  and  would 
reduce  state  ownership  of  the 
media.  Channel  4’s  future  is 
expected  to  be  decided  next 
week  during  the  Budget 
debate. 

Mr  Green  said  the  study’s 
figures  had  been  shown  to 
officials  in  Whitehall  “for  the 
past  month  ur  so".  If  Channel 
4  lost  its  remit  to  provide 
minority  programmes,  its  sale 
could  raise  up  to  £3  billion,  the 
report  says.  The  programme 
mix  had  changed  radically 
with  an  “absolute”  decline  in 
multicultural  programmes 
and  documentaries. 

"Channel  4's  commercial 
success  has  established  be¬ 
yond  doubt  that  profits  and  a 
distinctive  programming  re¬ 
mit  can  walk  liand  in  hand." 
the  study  says.  Michael 
Grade.  Channel  4*s  chief  exec¬ 
utive.  has  promised  to  fight  a 
sale.  He  believes  privatisation 
would  ruin  the  remit  that  has 
made  the  channel  a  success. 

Mr  Green  said:  "Next 
week's  Budget  should  deride 
the  future  of  Channel  4  once 
and  for  all.  as  it  is  in  no  one's 
interest  to  leave  the  channel 
uncertain  whether  its  future 
lies  in  the  puhlic  or  private 
sectors." 


Frank  McAvennie,  36.  a  for¬ 
mer  Scotland  international 
footballer,  was  yesterday 
fined  £750  by  Paisley  Sheriff 
Court  for  possessing  cocaine. 
He  and  Peter  McClellan.  26. 
from  Mflton,  Glasgow,  were 
found  to  have  the  drug  when 
stopped  at  Glasgow  Airport 
soon  after  arriving  on  a  Lon¬ 
don  flight  on  April  19.  Mc¬ 
Clellan  was  also  fined  £750. 

Judgment  later 

Judgment  in  the  case  of  the 
former  footballer  Brian 
McCord,  2S,  who  is  suing 
John  Comforth  and  Swansea 
City  Football  Club  for  injuries 
from  a  tackle  in  1993.  was 
reserved  in  the  High  Court 

Royal  visitor 

Diana.  Princess  of  Wales  paid 
a  30-minute  visit  to  her  friend 
Jemima  Khan  and  her  new¬ 
born  baby  at  Portland  Hospi¬ 
tal.  London.  The  boy.  who  has 
heen  named  Sulaiman  Isa. 
was  bom  on  Sunday. 

Launch  felled 

Bad  weather  has  impeded 
National  Tree  Week  whose 
organisers  aim  to  plant  more 
than  a  million  trees.  Snow- 
form!  the  postponement  of 
the  planting  of  20,000  trees  in 
the  West  Midlands. 

Bird  999  call 

A  Durham  ambulance  crew 
revived  a  tawny  owl  with 
oxygen  after  it  hit  their  wind¬ 
screen  and  was  knocked  un¬ 
conscious.  The  bird  was  kept 
under  observation  and  set 
free  the  next  day. 


,  What  are  your 

VISIONS  FOR  THE 

of^ng^rt  FUTURE  OF  TRANSPORT? 

COME  TO  A  PUBLIC  DEBATE  AND  RECEPTION 
Thursday  28  November.  5pm.  The  Royal  Society,  London  SW1 


For  FREE  tickets  contact  Hatasba  M3rtineau, 
British  Association,  23  S3vile  Row,  London  W1X  2NB. 
Tel:  0171  973  3071 


Hh  project  coordinated  by  the  British  Association 
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Shamed  By 
Your  English? 

A  SIMPLE  technique  far  acquir-  Yet  thousands  of  talented,  in- 

rag  a  swift  mastery  of  good  tefiigent  people  are  held  hade  be- 
Eogbsh  has  just  been  an-  cause  their  powers  of  self-ex- 
nounced;;  It  can  double  jourpow-  pression  cb  not  equal  their  other 
era  of  self-expression.  It  can  psy  nbflitagfr 
you  real  dividends  in  business  But  now  the  right  words  are 

and  social  advancement,  and  yours  to  conunandjA  free  book- 
mve  you  added  poise,  wdf-a>nfi-  let,  'Good  English  —the 
dean  and  personal  effectiveness.  Language  or  Success’,  tells  you 
do  not  realise  all  about  a  remarkable  home- 
ajuld  Influence  study  course  which  can  give  you 
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COFFEE  MAKER  WITH  ALL  DISHWASHERS. 
Mattel  Carlton  FCN14®.  a*  tard*t»i*». 

HURRY  OFFER  ENDS  MONDAY  2Sth  NOVEMBEH 


Currys 


J*  *  WHITE  CHRISTMAS  * 


ZANUSSI 

Full  Size 
Dishwasher 

■  4  programmes. 

■  Quick  wash. 

■  Adjustable 
baskets. 

Model  DW907. 
Was  £429.99. 


SALE  PRICE 


ZANUSSI 


ZANUSSI 


SAVE 


ZANUSSI 

FuU  Size ‘Aquasave’  Dishwasher 

afipograrawi  e*l  *r  BOUT 

■  Etcrwiny  outran  5ALE  PRK£ 

■  AdiuraMe  WA  A 

Was  £C»  w  fcw  w  Wi  w  w 


Fuff  Size  ‘Aquasave* 
Dishwasher  - — - 

■  9  programmes.  \m 

■  economy  option.  \ 

a  Adjustable  baskets.  \  •" 

■  Quick  wash  cycle.  \ 

■  ’Hand-wash*  cycle.  \ 

Model  DW927.  \ 


Was  £519.99. 


SALE  PRICE 


ZANUSSI 

Slimline  'Aquasave' 
Dishwasher 

■  8  place  settings. 

■  4  programmes. 

■  Adjustable  basket. 

■  Quick  wash  cycle. 
Model  DS17. 

Was  £429.99. 


BOSCH 


BOSCH 

Rill  Size 
Ecological  . 
Dishwasher 

■  4  programmes.  -  - 

■  Electronic  delay  . 
timer. 

a  Economy  tyde. 

■  Quiet  operation. 
Model  SMS4472. 

Was  £439.99. 

12  MONTHS 
INTEREST  FREE 
OPTION* 


SALE  PRICE 

35S» 


BOSCH 

Ml  Size  Ecological  Dishwasher 

■  6  programme.  SALE  PRIfT 

■  Adjustable  basket.  rKiU: 

■  Quiet  operation. 

■  Sait  refffi  Indicator 
Modal  SMS6012. 

Was  £519.99 


ZANUSSI 

SALE  PRICE 

_  ___  'Aquasave' 

-  Dishwasher  SALE  PRICE 

»  9  pU«  settings.  |adhA 

335  £39399 


9hlc  rni 

£359 


BOSCH 

Mndhi*  EcotapGai 

■  3-tHntMntuns.-  M  IIA 

■  Ou*t  Operation.#!  Ill 

f4Z3QQ 


246.  London  WClA 
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&  Hutus  trek  north 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  15 


JERQUE  DELAY/AP 


,  '!  Ari*  to  Goma  as  Zaire 
rebels  begin  push 


EASTERN  ZAIRE  descended 
further  into  chaos  yesterday  as 
a  United  Nations  agency  said 

100.000  ifcvandan  Hutu  refu¬ 
gees  were  moving  north  from 
Bukavu  to  Goma,  while  rebels 
continued  their  advance  to¬ 
wards  Kisangani. 

Michelle  Quintaglie.  of  the 
UN  World  Food  Programme, 
said  that  there  were  "strong 
indications  of  a  large  move¬ 
ment  of  people  from  the  Buka¬ 
vu  area  heading  north 
towards  Goma.  We  believe 
there  could  be  100.000". 

The  northward  trek  of  the 
refugees  would  add  an  extra 
70  miles  to  their  journey 
home.  A  shorter  route  for 
them  would  have  been  to  head 
eastwards  and  cross  into 
Rwanda  at  Cyangugu,  a 
stone's  throw  from  Bukavu. 

Michelle  Quintaglie  said  the 
decision  to  head  north  was  “a 
mystery ”  The  answer  may  be 
that  the  Hutus  are  not  heading 
for  Rwanda  via  Goma  but  for 
Masisi.  deeper  into  Zaire, 
where  another  100,000  are 
thought  to  have  fled  when 
their  camp  at  Mugunga  was 
cleared  by  eastern  Zaire’s 
Tutsi  Banyamulenge  rebels 
last  week. 

Extremist  Hutu  leaders, 
who  maintain  an  iron  grip  on 
their  kinsmen  with  a  mixture 
of  propaganda  and  terror,  had 


By  Sam  Kiley,  Africa  correspondent 


prepared  the  ground  for  estab¬ 
lishing  a  Hutu  homeland  in 
Masisi  earlier  this  year  when 
they  killed  thousands  of  Zai¬ 
rean  Tutsu  living  there. 

The  refugees'  trek  north 
may  dqpmd_on  the  mercy  of 
eastern  Zaire's  rebels  whose 
objective,  is  to  annihilate  the 
Hutu  militia,  the  Interaham- 
we,  and  depose  President  Mo¬ 
butu  of  Zaire.  The  Hutu 
refugees  will  need  protection 
because  their  route  along  the 
western  edge  of  Lake  Kivu  is 
controlled  by  the  Mai  Mai.  a 
mystical  militia  ;  which,  al¬ 
though  in  alliance  with  the 
Banyamulenge,  has  a  record 
of  slaughtering  Rwandans, 
whether  Hutu  or  Tutsi 

Aid  officials  are  concerned 
that  another  500,000  refugees 
remain  missing  in  South  Kivu 
province  and  relief  agencies 
are  being  denied  access  to 
Bukavu  by  the  rebels. ' 

Laurent  KabQla,  the  leader 
of  the  rebels,  who  is  viewed  as 
a  front-man  for  the  Tutsi- 
dominated  Rwandan  Govern¬ 
ment,  has  insisted  that  his  aim 
is  to  depose  President  Mobu¬ 
tu.  He  said  the  Hutu  refugees 
and  the  Jntemhamwe  in  their 
midst  were  “merely  a  block  to 
our  advance". 

But  die  success  erf  his  ad¬ 
vance  will  depend  on  whether 
Rwanda  and  his  allies  in 


Uganda  decide  to  continue  to 
support  his  uprising-  b  is  not 
dear  whether  the  Banya- 
mulenge’s  military  ambitions 
in  Zaire  extend  beyond  de¬ 
stroying  militias  that  have 
threatened  their  security. 

International  enthusiasm 
for  a  military  intervention  in 
eastern  Zaire  has  waned  since 
the  rebels  cleared  Mugunga 
camp,  near  Goma,  with  few 
casualties.  The  rout  of  the 
Interahamwe  there  drove 
700,000  Hutu  refugees  back  to 
Rwanda  last-week.  With  the 
emergence  of  ever  more  com¬ 
plex  rebel  groups  in  eastern 
Zaire  and  little  information 
about  how,  if  at  all,  foreign 
soldiers  would  be  able  to  help 
the  refugees,  the  prospect  of  a 
military  intervention  looked 
increasingly  dim  yesterday. 

The  Banyamulenge  fear 
that  a  humanitarian  interven¬ 
tion  would  slow  their  advance 
alnd  allow  the  refugees  to  re¬ 
establish  permanent  camps. 

.  Some  aid  groups  support 
their  stance.  Mike  McDon- 
agh,  director  of  Concern  Inter¬ 
national.  said:  "So  long  as 
there  are  no  indications  of 
widespread  hunger  or  disease, 
the  rebels,  should  be  left  to  get 
bn  with  clearing  out  the  camps 
in  their  own  way.  They  would 
be  doing  both  us  and  the 
refugees  a  favour." 
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Hutu  children,  sepiarated  from  their  families  during  the  exodus  from  Zaire,  wait  at  a  transit  station  in  Gisenyi,  near  the  Rwanda  border 

RAF  camera  team  prepares  to  hunt  for  refugees 


By  Michael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

AN  RAF  Canberra  supported  by  three 
Hercules  aircraft  packed  with  photo 
reconnaissance  experts  and  photo¬ 
graphic  analysts,  is  expected  to  begin 
operating  over  Zaire  today  in  the  hunt 
for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  missing 
refugees. 

The  Canberra  PR9  reconnaissance 
aircraft  arrived  in  Akrotirl  Cyprus, 
yesterday  after  taking  off  from  RAF 
Marham  in  Norfolk  The  50-man 
team  sent  with  the  Canberra  and  three 
Hercules  were  waiting  last  night  for 
diplomatic  clearance  from  the  Zairean 
Government 

The  Hercules  aircraft  which  are 


equipped  with  mobile  photographic 
-ratline",  have  been  sent  with  the 
Canberra  to  ensure  that  the  "wet 
Aims"  taken  by  one  of  the  RAFs  oldest 
jets  can  be  developed,  enhanced  and 
analysed  "in  theatre". 

The  RAF  team,  which  is  expected  to 
stay  in  the  region  for  more  than  a 
week,  will  relay  their  findings  back  to 
the  Ministry  of  Defence  before  return¬ 
ing  to  Britain. 

With  Indications  yesterday  that  up 
to  100.000  refugees  were  on  the  move 
from  the  Bukavu  area  of  Zaire,  the 
Canberra  will  be  in  a  unique  position 
to  photograph  the  exodus  and  to  make 
calculations  of  the  numbers  still 
remaining  in  the  wooded  hOis  south¬ 
west  of  Lake  Kivu.  Michael  Portillo, 


the  Defence  Secretary,  in  Moscow, 
and  Nicholas  Soames,  the  Armed 
Forces  Minister,  in  the  Commons, 
both  made  it  dear  that  Britain 
intended  to  wait  for  the  refugee  picture 
to  be  clear  before  deciding  whether  to 
send  British  troops  into  the  area. 

Klaus  Kinkel,  the  German  Foreign 
Minister,  said  yesterday  that  several 
countries  which  had  wanted  to  take 
part  in  a  military  mission  to  eastern 
Zaire  were  now  having  second 
thoughts. 

The  dale  for  a  meeting  of  military 
leaders  from  nations  who  had  offered 
troops  was  also  put  bade.  They  are 
now  due  to  meet  tomorrow  in  Stutt¬ 
gart  Canada  said  yesterday  that  plans 
for  an  international  rescue  mission 


were  now  on  hold  until  that  meeting. 
Lieutenant-General  Maurice  Bari), 
the  Canadian  officer  earmarked  to 
command  the  multinational  force,  was 
said  to  be  reassessing  any  changes  of 
the  mission  being  discussed  by  the 
United  Nations  and  conducting  fur¬ 
ther  preliminary  planning. 

Vice-President  Paul  Kagame  of 
Rwanda  repeated  his  Government's 
opposition  to  an  international  force  in 
Central  Africa. 

The  British  Overseas  Development 
Administration  announced  a  further 
£10  million  for  Rwanda  and  the  Great 
Lakes  region,  bringing  the  total  Brit¬ 
ish  financial  aid  to  Rwanda  and  its 
refugees  to  more  than  £18  million  this 
year. 
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Portillo  proposes 
charter  with  Russia 

From  Thomas  de  Waal  in  Moscow 
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MICHAEL  PORTILLO,  the 
Defence  Secretary,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  Nato  and  Russia 
would  probably  sign  a  charter 
next  year  to  define  their  new 
post-Cold  War  relationship. 

During  his  first  visit  to 
Moscow.  Mr  Portillo  saw  at 
first  hand  the  anger  almost  ail 
the  Russian  political  establish¬ 
ment  feels  at  the  prospect  of 
the  expansion  of  Nato.  its 
former  enemy,  into  Eastern 
Europe.  He  was  given  a  cool 
reception  when  he  gave  a 
speech  to  the  massed  ranks  of 
generals  of  the  General  Staff 
Academy.  The  Russian  mili¬ 
tary  are  not  used  to  the  idea  of 
a  civilian  defence  minister. 

While  Mr  PbrtiUo  stuck  to 
the  view  that  Nato  should 
expand,  he  also  conceded  that 
Russia  should  be  bound  more 
firmly  into  future  Russian 
security  arrangements  by  the 
signing  of  a  formal  document. 

"I  sense  that  all  the  people  1 
have  spoken  to  today  are 
anxious  to  embark  on  a  new- 
understanding  between  Rus¬ 
sia  and  Nato."  Mr  Portillo 
said.  "This  will  probably  re¬ 


sult  in  the  signing  of  some  sort 
of  charter  because  there  are 
practical  things  on  which  we 
need  to  work  together." 

The  aim  will  be  to  avert 
clashes  over  thorny  issues, 
such  as  the  revising  of  the  out¬ 
dated  Conventional  Forces  in 
Europe  agreement,  which 
dates  back  to  1990.  Mr  Portillo 
pre-empted  another  such 
question  when  he  reassured 
the  Russians  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  being  stationed  in  new 
Nato  member  countries,  such 
as  Poland  and  the  Czech 
Republic. 

Although  he  did  not  pm  a 
date  on  the  signing  of  the  new 
charter.  Mr  Portillo  said  the 
derision  on  the  admission  of 
new  members  to  Nato  would 
take  place  at  a  summit  to  be 
held  no  later  than  next  July. 

He  added  that  Igor 
Rodionov,  the  Russian  De¬ 
fence  Minister,  had  given  him 
a  draft  agreement  on  future 
military  cooperation  between 
Britain  and  Russia  which  he 
would  take  away  for  further 
consideration. 
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Urgent:  children's 
exodus  from  Zaire 


I  Can  you  help? 


In  the  last  week.  400.000 
people  have  returned  to 
Rwanda  from  Zaire. 
Among  them  are  countless 
children  who  are  hungry, 
vulnerable  and  terrified. 

Aid  agency  Children's  Aid 
Direct  are  waiting  to  receive 
hundreds  of  children  who 
have  been  separated  from 
their  parents.  Executive 
Director  David  Grubb  says: 
"This  is  just  the  beginning.  As 
children  continue  to  arrive, 
our  priority  is  to  keep  them 
alive  and  then  re-unite  them 
with  their  families." 

For  two  years.  Children's 
Aid  Direct  have  been  helping 
families  in  Rwanda  to  return 
to  normal  community  life. 
They  need  your  support  today 
to  help  keep  these  refugees 


Vulnerable  children  need 

_ your  help  today _ 

alive  and  provide  them  with 
the  seeds,  tools  and  health 
care  I  hey  need  to  rebuild 
their  lives. 

Please  join  Children's  Aid 
Direct  in  giving  these  children 
the  future  they  deserve.  £10 
could  feed  150  children  lor  a 
day.  £30  could  provide  a  family 
with  essential  seeds  and  tools. 
Can  you  help  today? 
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Clinton  gambles  on  Far  Eastern  trade  taming  the  tyranny  o 


PRESIDENT  CLINTON’S  tour 
of  Asia,  just  weeks  alter  his  re- 
election,  is  a  reminder  of  the 
prominence  he  wants  to  give  the 
region  in  his  second  term. 

However,  in  courting  Asian 
countries,  particularly  China,  he 
has  been  attacked  for  potting 
short-term  trading  interests  ahead 
of  long-standing  principles  of 
foreign  policy.  The  biggest  row 
awaiting  Mr  Clinton  back  in 
Washington  —  the  allegation  that 
his  campaign  illegally  accepted 
Asian  funds  —  is  an  appropriate 
symbol  of  the  risks  he  faces  in 
taking  mono1  from  new-found 
friends. 

Mr  Clinton  is  personally  fasci¬ 
nated  with  Asia.  As  Governor  of 


In  a  warning  to  Europe,  President  Clinton  is 
signalling  that  America  must  look  East  as 
much  as  West  Bronwen  Maddox  writes 


Arkansas  in  I9S5.  keen  for  his 
home  state  to  shake  off  its  hillbilly 
image,  he  tried  to  attract  Asian 
investment  by  opening  state  of¬ 
fices  in  Tokyo  and  Taipei.  In  1994, 
after  Republicans  seized  control 
of  Congress,  Mr  Clinton  turned  to 
Asian-Americans  as  a  new  source 
of  votes  and  campaign  funds.  On 
the  campaign  trail  this  year,  he 
used  Asian  communities'  reput¬ 
ation  for  hard  work,  family  values 
and  reverence  for  education  to 


illustrate  his  favourite  metaphor 
of  a  “bridge  to  the  21st  century". 

In  contrast.  Mr  Clinton  often 
seems  to  see  in  Europe  an  uncom¬ 
fortable  reminder  of  America's 
least  tractable  problems;  long¬ 
term  unemployment,  ageing  pop¬ 
ulations  and  budget  deficits. 

In  a  warning  to  Europe  of 
where  America's  special  relation¬ 
ships  are  likely  to  lie  in  the  next 
century.  Mr  Clinton  said  yester¬ 
day:  “America  must  look  to  the 


East  as  much  as  to  the  West." 
Prom  America's  point  of  view,  the 
Apec  summit  of  Pacific  Rim 
trading  partners,  now  assembling 
in  the  Philippines,  is  dominated 
by  Mr  Clinton's  private  meeting 
on  Saturday  with  his  Chinese 
counterpart,  Jiang  Zemin.  In  the 
past  year,  Mr  Clinton  has  thrown 

himsdf  fully  behind  the  argument 
that  economic  ties  with  the  West 
will  tame  China.  He  now  wants  to 
glue  together  a  relationship  that 
seemed  in  serious  danger  of 
fracture. 

Two  years  ago,  the  United 
States  formally  abandoned  its 
attempt  to  use  trade  as  a  lever  to 
promote  Chinese  respect  for  hu¬ 
man  rights.  Even  so,  the  relation¬ 


ship  seemed  set  on  a  rapid 
downward  spiral,  after  .allega¬ 
tions  that  the  Chinese  sold  zuickar- 
technology  to  Pakistan,  China’s 
military  manoeuvres  in  the  Tai¬ 
wan  Straits  ahead  of  the  National¬ 
ist  island's  elections,  and  China's 
unrestrained  pirating  of  Ameri¬ 
can  software,  music,  videos  and 
CDs.  This  weds,  however,  Warren 
Christopher,  foe  Secretary  of 
State,  sard  he  would  raise  the 
subject  of  human  rights  on  Satur¬ 
day  but  that  “no  single  issue" 
should  dominate  the  talks.  The 
message  was  dear  the  Clinton 
Administration  would  now  pur¬ 
sue  a  pragmatic  path  towards 
common  ground.  The  main  rear 
son  for  foe  change  is  the  Adminis¬ 


tration's  determination  to  make  a 

dent  in  China's  trade  sm^uswim 
foe  US.  which  reached  $35  billion 
in  1995.  The  influx  of  goods  is 
visible  throughout  American  _ 
shopping  malls,  where  a  vast 

range  of  household  equipment 

bears  the  label  “Made  in 
Shanghai".  . 

But  the  new  approach  has  risks. 
For  businesses,  the  danger  is  that 

the  legal  framework  of  ownership 
remains  flimsy  awl  foe  problem 
of  piracy  stays  unresolved.  Amen- 
.  can  industry  officials  put  the 
annual  cost  to  US  business^  at 
between  $2  billion  and  $3  billiou- 
For  President  Clinton,  foe  polit¬ 
ical  risk  of  playing  down  foe 
human  rights  issues  is  also  con¬ 


President 
warns  China 
against 
‘bullying’ 

From  Jonathan  Mirsky  in  hong  kong 


AT  THE  start  of  his  two-week 
tour  of  Asia  and  Australia. 
President  Clinton  yesterday 
warned  China  against  inter¬ 
national  bullying  and  pledged 
that  the  Americans  were  in  the 
Pacific  to  stay. 

In  his  first  foreign  policy 
speech  since  his  re-election. 
President  Clinton  cautioned 
foe  Chinese  against  expan¬ 
sionism  while  assuring  them 
Washington  had  no  polity  of 
anti-China  containment. 

Peking  has  repeatedly  al¬ 
leged  that  the  US.  Australia, 
and  Japan  are  conspiring  to 
encircle  China.  But  Mr  Clin¬ 
ton  said:  “The  United  States 
has  no  interest  in  containing 
China." 

Mr  Clinton  asked  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  parliament  in  Canber¬ 
ra:  “How  will  the  Chinese 
define  their  greatness  in  the 
21st  century?  In  terms  of  the 
incredible  potential  of  their 
people  to  learn,  to  produce,  to 
succeed  —  or  to  dominate  their 
neighbours  and  others  against 
their  will?" 

Mr  Clinton’s  warning  to 
China  came  as  Warren  Chris¬ 
topher.  his  Secretary  of  State, 
went  into  talks  with  President 
Jiang  Zemin.  Li  Peng,  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  Qian 
Qichen,  the  Foreign  Minister. 


in  Peking.  Mr  Qian  told  Mr 
Christopher  that  “the  question 
of  Taiwan  is  the  core  issue  of 
Sino-American  relations.  If 
mishandled  then  our  bilateral 
relationship  will  be  subject  to 
disruptions."  He  specified  that 
China  would  feel  the  relation¬ 
ship  was  satisfactory  when 
Washington  ceased  arms  sales 
to  Taiwan. 

The  Foreign  Minister  said 
that  China  did  not  engage  in 
nudear  proliferation  or  the 
sale  of  missiles,  although  Mr 
Christopher  had  said  before 
his  talks  began  that  he  would 
urge  Peking  to  end  its  nudear 
co-operation  with  Iran.  Wil¬ 
liam  Triplett,  an  authority  on 
Washington  weapons  sales, 
said  last  night  ’The  Chinese 
are  secretly  building  a  com¬ 
plete  factory  in  Pakistan  for 
the  manufacture  of  nuclear- 
capable  ballistic  missiles." 

In  Peking  Mr  Christopher, 
who  has  said  he  wants  to 
resign  before  the  beginning  of 
Mr  Clinton's  second  term,  was 
wholly  reassuring.  He  made  it 
plain  when  he  arrived  on 
Tuesday  that  the  recent  im¬ 
prisonment  of  Wang  Dan.  the 
Tiananmen  Square  pro-de¬ 
mocracy  leader,  for  11  years 

would  not  impede  his  meet¬ 
ings  with  President  Jiang  and 


Hillary  Clinton  gets  a  guided  tour  of  Aboriginal  artwork  at  the  National  Gallery  of  Australia  in  Canberra  from  director  Betty  Churcher 


Mr  Li.  “I  expect  111  be  discuss¬ 
ing  human  rights  and  the  rule 
of  law  issues  at  all  my  meet¬ 
ings."  Mr  Christopher  said, 
“fd  emphasise  the  importance 
of  the  overall  relationship,  the 
fact  that  we  haw  to  have  a 
steady  and  comprehensive  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  relationship, 
thars  not  rooted  in  a  single 
issue." 

On  the  plane  bound  for 
Peking,  Nicholas  Bums,  the 
State  Department  spokesman, 
said  that  Mr  Christopher 
wanted  to  “leave  his  successor 
a  relationship  that's  balanced 
and  moving  forward". 

The  result  of  the  new  policy 
has  been  the  smashing  of 
virtually  the  entire  Chinese 
dissident  movement,  and  little 
American  action  when  Peking 
was  identified  by  American 
intelligence  agencies,  this  year 
alone,  as  selling  strategic  mis¬ 


siles.  nudear  technology  and  a 
missile  factory  to  Pakistan,  a 
poison-gas  factory  to  Iran  and 
missile  parts  to  Syria. 

However,  although  the 
problems  of  arms  sales  and 
intellectual  property  remain, 
as  does  Washington's  commit¬ 
ment  to  Taiwan,  to  which 
Americans  sent  two  aircraft 
carriers  last  spring  when  the 
island  was  menaced  by  Chi¬ 
nese  missiles  and  invasion 
manoeuvres,  Al  Gore,  the 
Vi  re- President,  may  visit  Pe¬ 
king  before  the  end  of  this 
year. 

State  Department  sources 
say  that  after  the  Clinton- 
Jiang  meeting  on  November 
24  at  the  Manila  summit  of  the 
Asia  Pacific  Economic  Forum, 
the  American  President  may 
announce  an  exchange  of 
presidential  visits  early  next 
year. 


US  leader’s  toast  to  the  Queen 
angers  Australian  republicans 


From  Roger  Maynard 
IN  SYDNEY 

PRESIDENT  Clinton  found 
himself  embroiled  in  Austra¬ 
lia's  republican  debate  yester¬ 
day  after  toasting  the  Queen 
at  an  official  lunch  in 
Canberra. 

John  Howard,  the  Austra¬ 
lian.  Prime  Minister,  made  a 
toast  to  the  health  of  Mr 
Clinton  ’and  .  the  President 
proposed  a  toast  to  “Her 
Majesty,  foe  Queen  of 
Australia". 

Last  night  the  founder  of. 
foe  Australian  Republican 
Movement,  Malcolm  Turn¬ 


bull.  claimed  the  toast  made 
Australia  “just  a  little  bit  less 
of  a  nation".  He  said  foe 
President's  toast  underlined 
the  falsity  of  monarchists  who 
said  foe  bead  of  state  was  foe 
Governor-General. 

“He  doesn’t  toast  the  Gover- 
norGeneral.  he  toasts  the 
Queen  —  the  truth  is  he 
should  be  toasting  an  Austra¬ 
lian  President."  Mr  Tumbufl 
said. 

*There  you  have  John 
Howard  proposing  foe  toast 
to  foe  head  of  state  of  Ameri¬ 
ca.  who's  an  American  dtizen. 
chosen  by  Americans,  then 
Clinton  stands  op  and  pro¬ 


poses  a  toast  to  a  woman  he 
knows but whom  he 
kndws  as  foe’  Queen  of  Eng¬ 
land."  he  said.. . 

“You  have; 

whether,  hr  the  eyes  of  Bfll 
Clinton.  .  Australia  wasn’t 
being  seen  at  that  moment  as 
just  a  little  bit  .  less'  of  a' 
nation."  4 

Later  .President..  Ctfoton 
•  backed  Awtafir  ha'^artre- 
-oewed  free  trade  puphtip  foe 


will  fly  to  ; foe -Queensland 
resort  of  Port  DooglaSvWbere- 
foe  President  win  take  a  two- 
day  break  *wifo  bis  ' wife; 
Hillary. 


siderable.  One  European  diplo¬ 
ma!  suggests  privately  tod  foe 
Administration  believes  foe  ques¬ 
tions  do  not  currently  haw  much 
resonance  in  America:  “Whatever 
horrible  things  go  on  m  China, 
i  m  l  ike  Rwanda  or  Zaire,  they  are 

not  on  Cable  News  Network  every 
night"  But  a  potentially  powerful 
alliance  of  liberals  and  conserva¬ 
tives  in  Congress  is  vigorously 
opposed  to  Mr  Clinton's  new 
warmth  towards  Peking.' 

Mr  Clinton’s  gamble  Is  that 
trade  will  undermine  tyranny, 
and  that  by  foe  time  the  Peking 
leadership  changes,  foe  commer- 
dal  ties  between  the  two  countries 
will  be  so  extensive  that  China 
remains  tamed. 


Baywatch 
beauty 
sues  for 
divorce 

From  Giles  Whttfell 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 

PAMELA  ANDERSON,  who . 
played  the  shapely  lifeguard 
Cl  Parker  in  foe  popular 
television  series.  Bqywotdi, Js 
suing  for  divorce. 

Anderson  dismayed  her 
parents  and  fans  by  marrying 
Tommy  Lee,  a  rock  drummer, 
after  a  four-day  courtship  on  a 
Mexican  beach  last  year. 
Twenty-one  months  later,  she 
has  filed  for  divorce  and 
custody  of  their  five-montihold 
son,  saying  the  pair  have 
“irreconcilaDle  differences". 

The  sudden  split  has  sur¬ 
prised  Bqywateh  fans.  Despite 
rumours  of  drug-taking  and 
frequent  rows,  the  coupiehave 
beat  inseparable  since  their 
marriage.  Mr  Lee,  famous  for 
his  extensive  tattoos  and  for 
dropping  his  trousers  on  stage 
with  his  group,  Modey  Crue, 
often  joined  his  wife  on 
Bqyiwztch  locations.  . 

The  cause  of  the  split  is 
.  unknown,  but  sources  of 
stress  in  foe  relationship  in¬ 
clude  a  .  lawsuit  filed  against 
'  Lee  last  month  by  apbatogra- 
pher  whose  pelvis  was  .broken 
when  the  drummer  threw  him 
to  the  ground  while  being 
filmed  leaving  a  Sunset  Strip 
chib  in  Hollywood. . 

Anderson  and  Mr  Lee 
locked  fo  a  Jegal  battle  : 
;  Wifo«^qlb  Gucdooe,  the  pub- 
Usher  of  Pentfujusi,  who  plans  - 
.  ftopubbsh  photograptahe  has 
.obtained  of  them  having  sex  in 
a  car  and  on  a  boat  ... 

t —  •  •  .i~ - 
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Amazing  technology.  Incredible  price 


DELL  DIMENSION'  XPS  PRO  180n 

•  INTEL ;  180MHz  PENTIUM^  PRO  PROCESSOR 

•  16Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  256K8  CACHE.  2Gb  EIDE  HARD  DRIVE 

•  NUMBER  9  REALITY  33?  PCI  GRAPHICS  CARD 
WITH  2MB  VIDEO  MEMORY 

•  15' COLOUR  SVGA  MONITOR 
U3JS‘VIEWA8LEAREAI 

•  EIGHT  SPEED  CD-ROM  DRIVE 

•  MINI  TOWER  OR  MID  SIZED  DESKTOP  CHASSIS 

•  WINDOWS  95  4  MICROSOFT*  OFHCE 
PROFESSIONAL  95 

DELL  DIMENSION  XPS  Pral80n 


£1,299  (£1,555.70 

incl.  delivery  +  VAT) 


_  -  Deslpted  for 

How  can  Dell  offer  a  PC  with  the  latest  i80MHz  Pentium  Pro  processor  and  -  -  ,  . 

Microsoft3  Office  Professional  for  just  £1,299  (£1555.70  ind.  Del.  &  VAT)?  -  ***■  . 

■  J  Microsoft"  *_• 

It's  thanks  to  our  strategic  alliances  with  other  industry  leaders  like  Intel*  and  Wndows'96  v 
Microsoft*- and  our  determination  to  give  you  the  besf  value  possible 
Well  even  upgrade  this  system  to  include  a  3Gb 
Hard  Drive  and  12-Speed  CD-ROM  .  /  JSbS**** 

inL/j^Cy  Drive  for  only  £100  extra 

LjlV'y  (£117.50  incL  VAT).  Cal)  us 
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Between  8pm  and  8pm  weekdays,  JOam  to  4pm  Sat 


DSX  DIMENTION  PH3v 

•  INTEL  131  MHZ  PENTIUM9  PROCESSOR 

•  INTEL  *30VXPa5ET 

•  16Mb  HIGH  PERFORMANCE  SDRAM 

•  256Kb  PIPELINE  BURST  CACHE 

•  1Gb  EfDE  HARD  DRIVE 

•  INTEGRATED  64  Br T  PCI  LOCAL  BUS  VIDEO  WITH 
1Mb  VIDEO  MEMORY 

•  15* COLOUR  SVGA  MONITOR  1  13  7  5' VIEWABLE  AREA) 


£899  (£1,085.70 

incl.  delivery  +  VAT’ 
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DOL  DIMENSION  P!33r  QFHCESOU/7I0N 
[Aa  cb«  tapt  wA  512  Ko  Ode.  2Gc  BDE  Hsd  Speed 

2v*  Vai®  /teerf  ad  AfcraofeQ&s  Mes«d 


£1,099  (£1,320. 

incl.  delivery  4- VAT] 
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As  the  world’s  largest  direct  PG 
manufactured.  Dell  offers  you  outstanding 
||1|W#  Im  j  value.  Take  for  example  the.  Dell 
*  iwMQpJ  Dimension"  Pi33v.  With  its  133MHz 

*  Pentium®  Processor,  1Gb  Hard  Drive 
^  and  15" Monitor  ( 13.75" viewable  area), 
-  r  o"  c  e  H  o  r  f^is  P0we^  business  ^stem  is  yours 

for  only  £899  (£1.085.70  incl.  delivery 
&  VAT ) .  Or  for  just  £200  more  { £23  5  incl  VAT )  well  deliver  a 
ready-to  run  Microsoft®  Office  Solution  bundle.  So  call 
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A  MORE  GENTLE  and  con¬ 
ciliatory  Newt  Gingrich  yes- 
gained  unanimous 
support  for  his  re-election  as 
Amenca’s  first  two-term 
House  Speaker  since  the  1920s 
from  a  Republican  Party 
which  views  the  once  fire¬ 
brand  Georgia  congressman 
as  one  of  its  best  leaders  for  the 
new  millennium. 

Accepting  foe  nomination 
after  a  dosed  party  caucus  on 
Capitol  HUL  Mr  Gingrich 
described  foe  approval  as 
bittersweet  His  stepfather, 
Robert  Gingrich,  had  died  the 
previous  night  after  a  battle 
with  cancer. 

In  many  ways  his  com¬ 
ments  also  reflected  Mr  Ging¬ 
rich's  own  position  in 
Congress,  where  some  Repub¬ 
licans  still  view  his  unpopular¬ 
ity  among  the  electorate  as  a 
liability  for  foe  next  midterm 
elections  in  1998. 

Now  repackaged  as  a  bipar¬ 
tisan  politician  eager  to  do 
business  with  the  White 
House,  however,  he  has  man-  _ 
aged  to  fend  off  attempts  by  a 
group  of  former  loyalists  to  • 
make  him  stand  dawn  in  the 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


..  Gin  grifot  new  image  as  . 
bipartisan  polrtiaaii 

face,  of  ethics,  charges.  He  is 
stiEseeh.as  the  architect  of  a 
revolution  vvhidLfbrced  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton’s  steady  march  to 
the^right  and  resulted  in  the 
White  House  adoption,  of  a 
conservative  agenda  ranging 
from  tax  cuts  to  welfare. 

-The  conservative  theorist 
and.  author  of-  the  Contract 
with. America,  who  two  years 
ago  swept  foe  Republicans  to 
overall  victory  in  Congress  for 
the  first' time  .in  40  years,  is . 


King  family  sues 
CBS  over  video 
of  ‘dream’  speech 


From  Quentin  Letts 

IN  NEW  YORK 

THE  widow  and  family  of 
Martin  Luther  King  are  suing 
an  American  television  news 
station  for  using  extracts  of 
the  US  tivfl  rights  leader's 
most  celebrated  speech. 

CBS  News  is  setting  a 
boxed  videotape  set  of  hisUxy 
programmes  which  carries 
long  bursts  of  King’s  1963  “I 
have  a  dream”  speech  at  die 
Lincoln  MemoriaL  Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.  Three  weeks  after 
making  the  speech,'  King  reg¬ 
istered  his  copyright  to  the 
words.  Ownership  of  that 
speech  and  others  which  King 
made  daring  his  political 
career  have  helped  to  keep  Ins . 
family  in  financial  security 
since  his  death.  ; 

The  television  company  is 
expected  to  argue  that  its  use 
of  the  extracts,  which  com¬ 
prise  25  ptr  cent  of  the 
videotape,  was  justified  on 
grounds  of  public  mterest  and 
because  the  film  was  shot  by 
CBS  news  cameras  which 
were  covering  the  event  in 
1963.  A  CBS  executive;  An¬ 
drew  Heyward,  claimed  that 
‘  the  use  of  the  historic  footage 
“wa.*i  protected  under  the  L5S 
First  Amendment  -i  which 
;  guarantees  freedom  of  speech 
:  --  and  byit* own  copyright  on 
tbefflm.  ‘ 

When  he  registered  his 


King:  his  “dream” 

•  is  copyrighted 

ownership.  King  .listed  not 
only  his  draft,  of  the  speech 
but  alma  later. edited  version 
-  and  an  audiotape  which,  re¬ 
corded  the  distinctive,  mourn¬ 
ful  ebdences  of  his  oratory. 
Hudcfivoy  turned  "T  have  a 
dream”  .into  arguably  the 
best-known  phrase  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  family,  led  by  Mrs 
Goretta  King,  has  engaged  a 
prominent  Atlanta  lawyer, 
Joe  Bede,  to  represent  them.  A 
friepd..of  the  family  said  they 
were  “determined  to  protect 
their  inheritance”. 

In  1964  King  won  the  Nobel 
peace  prize  for  his  efforts  to 
improve  foe  lot  of  America's 
blades.  He  was  assassinated 
in  1968  by  a  white. man  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee; 


lit 


now  portrayed  as  a  lukewarm 
shadow  of  his  fanner  sell 

Oboe  depicted  by  Tbne  mag¬ 
azine  as  a  Dickensian  figure 
swiping  Tiny  Tim’s  crutch,  the 
Gingrich  stereotype  has  un¬ 
dergone  a  progressive  facelift 
since  the  Republican  .conven¬ 
tion  in  August  Shown  as  a 
caring  arainaf  lover  and  fam¬ 
ily  man.  his  smiling  face  has 
been  broadcast  nightly  on  foe 
nation’s  television  screens  be¬ 
neath  a  picture  of  the  US 
Capitol  bearing  the;  slogan. 
“Uhder  New  Management”. 

.  “He  needs  to  he  patient  less 
.  strident  and  focus  on  his 
vision-  for  America  and  his 
strategy  for  doing  it,  and  I 
think  he^  doing  that"  said 
'  Chris  Shays,  foe  moderate 
Connecticut  Republican  who 
.had  considered  breaking 
ranks  with  Mr  Gingrich.  “I’d 
like  people  to  know  Newt  as  I 
knowhun,  as  a  true  visionary, 
a  dedicated  and  patriotic  pub¬ 
lic  servant" 

Analysts  believe  the  down¬ 
ward  Spiral  in  popularity  for 
Mr  Gingrich,  which  left  him 
vilified  m  the  polls  by  Demo¬ 
crats  and  continues  to  affect 


his  standing  among  the  elec¬ 
torate,  began  during  foe  gov¬ 
ernment  shutdown  last  year. 

Described  as  a  “cry  baby" 
for  complaining  that  President 
Clinton  had  snubbed  him  on 
board  Air  - Force  One  while 
flyrag  to  foe  funeral  of  Yitthak 
Rabin. the  assassinated  Israeli 
Prime  Minister,  Mr  Gingrich 
was  never  able  to  recover  his 
previous  stature. 

The  Speaker's  office  was 
.  flooded  with  complaints  that 
his  comments  had  trivialised 
foe  overall  Republican  mess¬ 
uage  during  the  critical  budget 
talks  with  foe  White  House 
and  given  Mr  Clinton  an  easy 
target  for  his  campaign. 

The  Republican  House  cau¬ 
cus.  which  also  re-elected  Dick 
Armey  as  majority  leader  and 
Tom  De Lay  as  majority  whip 
yesterday,  is  expected  to  de¬ 
volve  more  power  from  the 
Speaker  to  committee  chair¬ 
men  in  an  interim  effort  to 
keep  Mr  Gingrich  out  of  the 
spaitlighL  The  only  question 
that  remains  is  whether,  as 
some  suspect,  he  may  return 
witha  vengeance  to  run  for  the 
presidency  in  2000. 


MK31AELMACOR/AP 


Marshall  Wais  recounts  his  kidnap  ordeal  outside  his  San  Francisco  home 
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o£ 


Magnate 
freed  for 
$500,000 
ransom 


San  Francisco:  Blindfolded, 
handcuffed  and  held  at  gun¬ 
point  in  a  van  for  neariy  eight 
hours.  Marshall  Wais.  a  steel 
magnate,  got  a  goodwill  ges¬ 
ture  from  his  kidnappers  as 
they  set  him  free.  The  abduc¬ 
tors,  who  had  just  collected  a 
$500,000  (E300.000)  ransom, 
gave  him  $20  for  a  cab  fare 
home. 

Moments  after  he  walked 
free,  police  rammed  the  get¬ 
away  van  and  arrested  two 
men.  ending  a  day-long  or¬ 
deal  on  Tuesday  for  foe  79- 
year-old  businessman,  a  San 
Francisco  philanthropist. 

Mr  Wais  said  his  kidnap¬ 
pers  did  not  mince  words  as 
they  drove  around  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  stopping  to  call  from 
pay  phones.  “They  said  if 
there  were  any  police  around, 
that  would  be  foe  end  of  me;" 

The  drama  began  when  two 
men  barged  into  his  $3  mil¬ 
lion  home  as  his  maid  opened 
(he  door  to  take  out  (he 
rubbish.  They  tied  her  up  and 
ordered  him  out  of  bed.  But 
his  stepson  managed  to  sneak 
out  and  alert  police.  The 
suspects  were  unaware  that 
police  were  on  to  them.  P) 
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Renewing  vour  home  insurance 

O  t 

in  November  or  December  ? 


If  you  are  50  or 
over,  just  see 
how  much  you 
could  save  with 
Saga  call  us 
NOW 

You  will  know  1»» 
expensive  home  insurance 
canbe.  Thankfully,  if 
you  are  aged  50  or  over 
I .  you  can  benefit  from  SAGA 
Home’  insurance  -  a  superior 
•  household  insurance  that  is 
paly  available  to  mature,. 

’  responsible  people  like 

\>«L  '  / 

\  SAGA  Home  Insurance  can 
offer  you  genuine  savings 
over  ofoer  policies,  white 
giving  you  cover  that  fully 
j  protects  your  home  and  . 
possessions. '  • 

The  Saga  Price Promise 

If  you  find  another 
i  comparable  policy  afa  ■ 

;  lower  price  within  2  . 
j  months  of  taking  out  SAGA 

:  Home  insurance,  we  will 
|  refund  you  the  difference. 


i  •  Insurance  coverts 
r.  -  comprehensive  and 

i  lOTFCOSt 

i  -  Discounts  for  - 
!  home  security 

<  *  Free  pen  with  your 
i  quotation 


|  Call  ns. today 

!  Foe  yourfree'np 
j  obligation  quote  simply 
|  call  us  on  the  number 
j  below.  We  will  be  . 
j  pleased  to  answer  any 
j  questions  you  have  on 
|  SAGA  Home  Insurance- 

|  0800 
414525 

ref.TMN606 

Lfaa  open 


^  •■•bnut  our  corn  pent  1 '  c 

MOTOR  iVU'K 


Sr  *' 


■*v. 


*k 


X 


a 


XT’ 


'  .*.»  i  "*  ' ' . 

•»  •  - f  »-*..,•  *  *  *'%•  \  ■ 
•v  •  „  Jfei  ' 


• ?'<'  ?-"fv 


K  \  .’.'W  '  !  ;s"  (Im  i;:Vj  mik:  1  U  ici,  futurr  )  u!k\ 

!>oil'v  I’mluyH.  H>  Pi.  !(j  No.iml.  7<>oni  Kiollty, 

(  i.u  Hiitu.i*  fiiinivv  KH  1’  (SO 9«i  Our  Pr!-,  ,• 

I  i  ..ni  ..1  N.m  U  •«!.  -oi-l-m  IV-  i i •  5.'4'J.99  to'i 


The  amazing  Sodj  28"  Widescreen  TV  shown  above  is  just  one  of  the  huge  range  of  famous  name  TV,  audio,  video  and 
other  electrical  products  available  at  House  of  Fraser  this  Christmas.  You  won’t  beat  our  prices  in  a  million  years, 
but  we *11  give  you  14  days  to  try.  If  you  see  the  same  product  cheaper  elsewhere  within  14  days,  we*ll  refund  the 
difference.  Available,  on  electricals  and  other  selected  departments.  Interest  free  credit  available  on  purchases  of 
£200  or  over  in  selected  departments  including  electricals.  Subject  to  status.  Written  quotations  available  on  request. 
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Tasmania  killer  is 
‘simple  but  not 
criminally  insane’ 


From  Roger  Maynard  nv  Sydney 


WHAT  prompted  mass  mur¬ 
derer  Martin  Bryanr  to  kill  35 
people  in  last  April's  Port 
Arthur  massacre  will  almost 
certainly  remain  a  mystery. 

After  two  days  of  evidence 
Tasmania's  Supreme  Court 
was  told  yesterday  that  the  29- 
year-old  gunman  was  not 
criminally  insane,  but  simple. 
He  had  a  mental  age  of  ten 
and  possibly  suffered  from  a 
rare  personality  disorder 
known  as  Asperger's  syn¬ 
drome,  which  affects  about  03 
per  cent  of  the  population. 

Bui  he  was  not  mad  and. 
according  to  John  Avery,  his 
lawyer,  he  was  merely  a 
person  of  “very  limited  intel¬ 
lectual  capadty".  The  defence 
barrister  said  he  had  nothing 
to  say  in  Bryant'S  mitigation, 
other  than  to  point  out  he  had 
an  IQ  of  66.  Ninety  per  cent  of 
11-year-olds  would  score  better 
than  Bryant,  he  said. 

Mr  Avery  said  that  Bryant 
accepted  that  he  should  spend 
the  rest  of  his  life  in  jail. 
“Martin  Bryant  accepts  that  in 
all  probability  he  will  never  be 
released  from  prison  and  will 
die  there  and  he  also  accepts 
that  that  would  be  a  not 
inappropriate  sentence,"  he 
told  the  court. 

Earlier,  the  court  was 


shown  a  videotape  of  a  police 
interview  with  Bryant  record¬ 
ed  soon  after  last  April's 
massacre. 

[n  it  he  laughed  and  ram¬ 
bled  his  way  through  90 
minutes  of  questioning  by 
detectives. 

“I  shouldn't  be  here."  he  told 
officers  in  his  prison  cell.  "I 
wish  l  had  my  AR15  gun,  then 
I  could  get  out  of  here,"  he 
added. 

The  court  heard  that  the 
defendant  had  told  a  psychia¬ 
trist  that  guns  gave  him 
power.  “I  could  just  go  bang, 
bang,  bang.”  he  said. 

Bryant's  high-pitched  voice 
occasionally  burst  into  a  snig¬ 
ger  on  the  tape  as  he  strayed 
from  the  subject  to  talk  about 
surfing  and  his  father. 

"Do  you  remember  what 
happened  on  the  day  of  the 
killings?",  he  was  asked. 

“No.  no,  I  don't."  he  replied. 

Asked  about  the  semi-auto¬ 
matic  weapon  he  used  to  kill 
most  of  his  victims.  Bryant 
described  it  as  a  "sweet  little 
gun".  He  had  paid  £2300  for  it 
and  had  not  been  asked  to 
show  a  firearm  licence,  which 
he  did  not  possess  anyway. 

Bryant  told  police  he  regu¬ 
larly  went  shooting  in  the  Port 
Arthur  area,  often  using  tin 


cans  or  home-made  targets. 
However,  he  refused  to  use 
bottles,  for  fear  the  broken 
glass  might  hurt  animals. 

"It  just  made  me  feel  good, 
letting  a  few  rounds  off!"  he 
explained. 

The  second  day  of  Bryant'S 
sentencing  hearing  in  Hobart 
also  heard  about  the  deaths  of 
three  people  he  had  taken 
hostage  at  the  Seascape  guest 
house,  near  the  former  penal 
colony.  One  of  his  victims  was 
handcuffed  and  another 
gagged  before  being  shot 
dead. 

A  third  person  who  was 
forced  at  gunpoint  into  the 
back  of  a  stolen  BMW  after 
Bryant's  shooting  rampage 
was  also  later  found  in  the 
bumt-out  guest  house  shot 
dead  and  with  his  wrists 
handcuffed  behind  his  back. 
All  three  bodies  were  burnt 
beyond  recognition,  the  court 
heard. 

The  court  was  told  that 
Bryant  was  incapable  of  show¬ 
ing  remorse  and  revelled  in 
the  notoriety  achieved  by  the 
massacre. 

"It  was  just  in  my  mind  to  go 
down  and  kill  a  lot  of  people." 
he  said. 

The  judge  will  sentence 
Bryant  tomorrow. 


Rare  mental  condition  can 
bring  on  dangerous  rages 


IF  THE  Tasmanian  mass 
murderer,  Martin  Bryant  is 
sane,  as  has  been  claimed  in 
court  that  means  he  was 
aware  when  he  committed  his 
murders  that  his  actions  were 
unlawful. 

It  has  been  suggested  in  his 
defence  that  be  could  be 
suffering  from  Asperger’s 
syndrome.  This  is  a  strange 
and  rare  condition  which 
some  authorities  think  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  autism  and,  as 
with  autism,  there  is  often 
evidence  that  there  may  have 
been  minimal  brain  damage 
at  or  before,  birth. 

Someone  with  Asperger’s 
syndrome  may  have  limited 
but  obsessive  interests.  He 
may,  for  instance,  know  all 
there  is  to  be  known  about 
orchids  or  medieval  armour, 
but  take  little  notice  of  any¬ 
thing  else,  and  may  have  a 
low  IQ.  People  with  Asper¬ 
ger’s  are  emotionally  very 
detached,  and  their  ability  to 


Medical  briefing 
- * - 


form  normal  social  relation¬ 
ships  is  severely  reduced. 
Their  behaviour  is  often 
bizarre. 

The  standard  stage  portray¬ 
al  of  the  mad  professor  who  is 
unable  to  manage  everyday 
Life,  is  obsessed  by  the  trivia  of 
his  chosen  subject,  and  is 
detached,  anti-social  and  ec¬ 
centric.  is  an  example  of 
Asperger's  in  one  of  its  milder 
manifestations. 

People  with  Asperger  syn¬ 
drome,  like  those  with  autism, 
have  a  consuming  desire  to 
make  certain  that  there  is  no 
change  in  the  established 
routine.  A  year  or  two  ago,  I 
saw  a  young  patient  with 
Asperger’s  who  was  reduced 


to  uncontrollable  and  danger¬ 
ous  rages  if  the  family  dinner 
table  had  been  set  in  any  way 
different  from  its  usual  pat¬ 
tern,  or  if  any  of  his  siblings  or 
even  parents  were  fractionally 
late  for  a  meal. 

The  forensic  psychiatrists 
will  have  excluded  untreated 
schizophrenia,  and  it  seems 
psychopathy,  from  the  pos¬ 
sible  diagnoses  in  Bryant's 
case.  Both  these  conditions 
must  have  been  possible  ex¬ 
planations  for  the  killer’s  ex¬ 
traordinary  action,  and  axe 
very  much  more  common 
than  Asperger’s  syndrome. 

Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


Taleban 
terror 
halts  UN 
relief 

From  Zahid  Hussain 

IN  ISLAMABAD 

THE  United  Nations  refugee 
agency  has  frozen  all  its 
programmes  in  Kabul,  the 
Afghan  capital,  because  of 
increasing  security  concern 
for  its  local  staff,  many  of 
whom  have  been  detained  by 
the  Taleban  administration. 

A  spokesman  for  the  UN 
High  Commissioner  for  Refu¬ 
gees  in  Islamabad,  the  Paki¬ 
stan  capital,  said  it  had 
become  increasingly  difficult 
for  the  agency  to  operate  in 
Kabul  as  half  of  its  22  local 
staff  members  had  disap¬ 
peared  and  others  were  being 
harassed. 

"We  simply  cannot  function 
in  this  situation,"  Rupert  Col¬ 
ville.  the  Islamabad-based 
UNHCR  representative  said. 
The  decision  to  suspend  the 
programme  has  come  with  the 
arrival  of  the  harsh  winter.  "It 
has  been  a  very  difficult 
decision  buz  we  dcatl  have  any 
choice,"  he  said. 

The  UNHCR  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  more  than  a  dozen 
projects,  inducting  distribu¬ 
tion  of  construction  materials, 
quilts  and  food  to  the  vulnera¬ 
ble,  mostly  widows,  in  the 
war-devastated  city.  The  agen¬ 
cy  has  40  members  of  staff  in 
the  capital,  of  whom  22  are 
Afghans.  The  UN  agency  has 
faced  serious  problems  since 
the  Islamic  movement  swept 
Kabul  in  September. 

Last  month  Taleban  militia 
arrested  one  of  the  agency’s 
drivers  when  he  went  to  the 
market  to  buy  medicines.  His 
whereabouts  are  not  known. 
Three  other  local  staff  mem¬ 
bers  were  arrested  on  Novem¬ 
ber  12  as  they  left  the  office. 
Despite  efforts  by  the  agency, 
the  Taleban  administration 
has  not  released  them. 

The  worst  incident  of  har¬ 
assment  occurred  last  week 
when  the  house  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  member  of  the  agency 
was  ransacked  by  armed  Tale¬ 
ban  fighters,  the  attackers 
occupied  tite  house  for  five 
hours  and  threatened  him 
before  leaving  in  the  morning. 

The  Other  local  staff  mem¬ 
bers.  including  women,  are 
too  frightened  to  come  to 
work.  "At  least  seven  women 
staffers  have  been  forcibly 
stopped  from  coming  by 
Taleban  authorities,”  Mr  Col¬ 
ville  said.  "We  cannot  run  our 
programmes  with  half  of  our 
local  staff  missing  and  others 
living  in  constant  fear." 

He  said  that  the  agency 
would  be  prepared  to  resume 
its  operation  only  after 
Taleban  guaranteed  the  safety 
of  its  staff. 


tufamtuhalj 


SI.  JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE  ST.  LONDON  E8  4SA. 

(Charity  ReL  No.  231323) 
Since  1905  we  have  shared 
the  grief  and  eased  the  pain 
of  countless  suffering  souls. 
Lost  year  alone  900  found 
peace  with  the  help  of  your 
vital  gifts.  Most  of  them  died 
of  cancer  -  but  so  serenely 
that  you  would  hardly  know 
Your  concern  a  as  encouragag 
as  your  generosity  and  we 
thank  you  lor  your  inspiring 
trust. 


Rifkind  blasts  Israeli  policy 


Sister  Superior. 


By  Michael  Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 

BRITAIN  yesterday  gave  Isra¬ 
el  a  blunt  warning  that  its 
friends  were  finding  ft  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  support  the 
Jewish  state  as  long  as  the 
Government  of  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  continued  to  buQd 
new  settlements. 

In  unusually  sharp  re¬ 
marks.  Malcolm  Rifkind,  the 
Foreign  Secretaty,  told  Yitz¬ 
hak  Mordechai.  the  Israeli 
Defence  Minister,  dial  his 
country's  reputation  was 
being  damaged  by  its  policy  of 


building  new  settlements. 
During  a  visit  to  Hebron  two 
weeks  ago,  Mr  Rifkind  under¬ 
lined  Britain's  view  that  all 
such  settlements  were  illegal. 

Mr  Rifkind  also  criticised 
the  lack  of  movement  in 
negotiations  on  withdrawing 
Israeli  troops  from  Hebron. 
And  he  gave  Mr  Mordechai  a 
warning  that  the  continuing 
closure  of  Israel's  frontiers  to 
Palestinian  workers  was  lead¬ 
ing  to  growing  frustration  in 
Gaza  and  the  occupied  territo¬ 
ries.  He  said  many  Palestin¬ 
ians  were  losing  faith  in  the 
peace  process,  and  Israel 


needed  to  distinguish  between 
terrorists  and  those  who  were 
becoming  sympathetic  to  ter¬ 
rorism  out  of  frustration. 

Mr  Rifkind  criticised  the 
Israeli  court  which  this  week 
imposed  only  a  fine  of  less 
than  a  penny  an  four  soldiers 
found  guilty  of  fatally  shooting 
a  Palestinian  at  a  road  block. 
He  said  this  gave  an  impres¬ 
sion  that  Israel  put  little  value 
on  the  Palestinian  life. 

Mr  Mordechai,  who  is  in 
Britain  on  a  private  visit,  will 
be  having  talks  today  with 
Michael  Portillo,  the  Defence 
Secretary. 


Divers  at  the  wreck  of  the  fifth-century  BC  boat  with  Its  cargo  ofamphoras 

‘Bermuda  Triangle’  of  ancient 


FROM  ANDREW  FlNKEL 
IN  ISTANBUL 

MARINE  archaeologists  re¬ 
sponsible  lor  the  discovery  of 
tiie  world’s  oldest  known 
shipwreck,  the  Bronze  Age 
boat  at  Uluburun.  have  re¬ 
vealed  another  remarkable 
find  off  the  coast  of  Turkey. 

Divers,  acting  on  a  sponge- 
diver’s  tip  and  searching  out¬ 
ride  theft  normal  survey  area, 
located  what  appears  to  be  a 
mini  "Bermuda  Triangle”  of 
seven  sunken  vessels,  includ¬ 
ing  tiie  only  known  boat  from 
the  fifth  century  BC. 

The  latest  find  was  identi¬ 
fied  through  a  cargo  of  am- 
phoras  containing  resin  lying 
on  the  seabed  which  had  been 
loaded  2300  years  ago  on  the 
vesseL  The  rest  of  the  cargo  is 
preserved  along  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  hull  buried 
under  a  bank  of  sand. 

Preliminary  analysis  of  the 
day  amphoras  suggests  that 
the  boat  is.  aft ef  the  Uluburun 
site;  tiie  second  oldest  known 
shipwreck  in  the  region,  dat¬ 
ing  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Classical  Greek  age.  The  ves¬ 
sel  may  have  foundered  while 
trading  between  the  island  of 
Samos  and  the  city  of  Teas,  or 


what  is  now  Sigadk  on  Tur¬ 
key’s  Aegean  coast,  just  south 
of  the  Ccsme  peninsula. 

That  this  ancient  ship 
found  its  way  to  the  same' 
watery  grave  is  puzzling  staff 
of  the  Institute  of  Nautical 
Archaeology  at  Texas  A.  and 
M.  University,  who  discov¬ 
ered  the  vessels.  The  six  other 
boats,  the  latest  being  an 
Ottoman  steamer  called  the 
Inayet  sunk  in  1902,  are  all 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
one  another.  Yet  the  spot  is 
notknowntDbedangnpiis.lt 
is  precisely  for  this  reason  that 
no  one  bothered  for  so  long  to 
look  for  wrecks  there;  accord¬ 
ing  to  Titian  Turanli,  who 
headed  the  survey  team  that 
made  the  discovery. 

He  said  he  was  acting  on  a 


tip-off  from  a  sponge  diver 
who  spoke  of  finding  an 
amphora  nearby.  Many  of  the 
other.1  boats,  mdinlmg. .  a 
Roman  ship  and  a-  Byzantine 
vessel  '■  carrying  .  millsiones, 
would  nonnafly  inspire  aca¬ 
demic  interest  m.tbeftjown 
right.  For  the  moment  how-, 
ever,  all  has  been  edipsed'fry 
the  tooritement  of  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  the  Greek  ship..  ' 

The  hull,  about  49ft  font  is 
lying  at  a  recoverable  depth  of 
aroundl3tffLIt5^xaininati6a : 
expected  to  begin  next  sum: 
mer-wlll  fill  important  gaps 
in  the  history  of  seafaring  and. 

-  foe  evolution  of  ritepfeBiWing. 
Exammation  of  its’ contents 
wfll  provikie  the  most  com¬ 
plete  snapshot  of  commercial 
fife  and  trading  relations  of 
this  early  period.  - 
The  Uhibmun  wreck  was 
identified  in  1982  rimply  from 
a  few  glass  ingots  on  tiie 
seabed  near  die  town  of  Kas. 
Its  excavation  is  forcing  histo- . 
nans  to  revise  thriir  know-  , 
ledge  of  the  late  Bronze  Age: 

Divers  uncovered  a  trea¬ 
sure  trove  ofc  goods  from 
Africa  to  Afghanistan,  includ¬ 
ing  ebony  and  ivories  and  a ' 
gold  scarab  of  Queen  Nefextiti 
of  Egypt 


Poll  fraud 
claimed 
in  Zambia 

a  human  rights  .alli¬ 
ance  has  accused  President 
Chiluba's  party  of  “rampant 
vote-buying"  in  yesterday’s  - 
Zambian  presidential  and 
general  elections  (Jan  Raath 
.writes).  With  two  thirds  of  the 
vote  counted,  Mr  Chiluba's 
MMD  was  heading  for  a 
landslide.  The  alliance's  claim 
strengthens  the  bid  of  Kenneth 
Ka Linda,  the  former  President, 
who  was  barred  from  contest¬ 
ing  and  intends  to  ask  the 
Supreme  Court  to  invalidate 
the  polL  But  the  Electoral 
Commission  said  it  was  satis¬ 
fied  it  was  “free  and  fair". 

Appeal  to  EU 
oil  beef  closure 

Brussels:  The  European  Com-  * . 
mission  is  to  investigate  a 
complaint  by  the  Hard  Rock 
Cafe  that  the  closure  of  its 
Paris  branch  broke  European 
Union  law  (Ley la  Linton 
writes).  French  police  shut  the' 
restaurant,  this  month  when 
they  found  minced  beef  which.-- 
they  said  had  been  illegally 
.  imported  from  Britain.  But  the 
Hard  Rock  Cafe  says  the  meat  ; 
came  from  Irish  cattle,  pro¬ 
cessed  in  England,  and  legally 
imparted., 

US  reward  for 
hostage  dues 

Islamabad:  America  an-’.; 
nounced  a  substantial  cash 
reward  for  verifiable  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  whereabouts  of  Dr: 
Donald  Hutchings,  a  US  citi¬ 
zen  abducted  in  the  Indian  , 
state  ’  of  Kashmir  about  16 . 
mpnths  ago  (Zahid  Hussain 
writes).  Dr  Hutchings  and  two 
Britons,  Keith  Man  dan  and. 
Paul' Wells,  have  been  held., 
captive  since  July  4.  1995,  by’, 
the  A1  Faran  separatist  group. 

Iordan  lovers  to 
die  for  murder 

Amman:  Araotheraf  nine  and 
her  lover  have  been  sentenced 
to  death  for  killing  the  wom¬ 
an’s  husband  with  rat  poison, 
tiie  Jordan  Times  reported.  It 
said  they  killed  Ahmad 
MireeJh.  60,  because  they  be¬ 
lieved  he  would  never  grant  '* 
his  35-year-old  wife  a  divorce.  1 
Hie  couple  married  when  she  * 
was  13  years  old.  (Reuter) 

Tribute  to  death  .a 
railway  victims 

Bangkok:  Australia  wfll  build 
tf. ’museum  in  Thailand  to  ; 
commemorate  the  Allied 
forces  who  died  building  foe 
BurmarThafland  "death  rail- 
way"  during  the  Second  -■ 
World  War,  an  -embassy  offi-  £ 
dal  raid.  The  Thai  Cabinet ;< 
has  endorsed  the  plan.  (AFP) 
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When  you  work  from  horns' you  can  still  have  all  the 
benefits  of  the  office,  but  without  theinterruptions.  Let  BT 
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computer  network.  ft  allows  you  to  access  any  document, 
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^  France  to  give  teen  ai 
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Ifi.  From AdamSage 

rij  .  %  tNKKsas  • 

-  3 1  ftp  FRENCH  teenagers  -  female  as 

j*.  Hfwellas  male~  wiUhave:to  goon' 

1||  f  fivfrtlay  civic -instruction  courses- 
under  plans  to  replace  national 
.  ,:j ,  "'H}  conscription. 

-  Anyone  who  fails  to  take  part  in  - 
the  course  wfl]  be  unahle  io  apply 
•  for  a  civil  service  job,  enter  higher 
education  or  obtam  social  security! 

• .  All  18-year-olds  will  be  told  of 


give  teenagers  five-day  drill  on  how  to  become  a  model  citizen 


their  “ci^his  aitd  duties"  as  French 
dtnOTs.-giyeri  a  medical  check-up 
and  recent  career  advice  during 
the  course. 

^  Brushing  aside  criticism  that  its 
“ritraav  "encounters"  will  turn  into' 
five  days  of  teenage  mayhem,  die 
Government  wifi  signal  its  dezerm- 
illation  to1  press  ahead  with  the 
scheme  by  setting  up  a  pilot  project 
next  year.  Details  of  the  proposals 
were  leaked  to  the  French  media 
yesterday.. 


With  military  service  due  to  be- 
.  phased  out  on  the  orders  of 
President  Chirac  early  next  centu¬ 
ry,  senior  politicians  on  both  sides 
.  of  the  divide  have  said  that  an 
obligatory  “rendez-vous"  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  preserve  a  seme  of.  national 
cohesion.  Some  rightwingers  have 
■callecT  for  up  to  six  months  of  civic 
-  instruction  as  the  only  way  of 
preventing  the  breakdown  of 
'  firendr  society. 

But  die  Cabinet  of  Alain  Juppti 


the  Prime  Minister,  derided  that 
this  was’ too  costly  and  too  difficult 
to  impose  on  a  rebellious  youth. 
Instead  it  opted  for  a  minimum 
five-day  course  id  be  run  by  1.000 
civilians  and  up  to  7,000  mtijtary 
personnel.;  “The  shorter  the 
courses,  the  more  they  will  be 
tolerated,”  a  source  in  the  Prime 
Minister’s  office  said. 

'  The  12  civic  instruction  centres  to 
be  set  up  across  the  country  wifi  be 
capable  of  housing  up  to  800 


teenagers  at  a  time.  All  teenagers 
on  the  courses  will  undergo  a 
medical  examination,  an  analysis 
of  their  performance  at  school  and 
an  assessment  of  their  prospects  in 
higher  education  or  work.  They 
will  also  be  given  details  of  France's 
institutions  and  defence  force,  and 
told  how  to  be  a  better  citizen.  The 
Government  says  it  plans  to  offer  a 
deeper  understanding  erf  ‘‘the 
rights  and  duties  emanating  from 
participation  in  the  national  com¬ 


munity1’  but  has  yet  to  spell  our 
what  this  will  entail. 

However,  it  is  known  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac  wants  to  use  the  course 
to  encourage  18-year-olds  to  under¬ 
take  state-sponsored  charity  work 
before  looking  for  a  job  or  place  at 
uni  versify. 

A  “citizen -mediator"  wfll  be  on 
hand  to  prevent  conflicts  between 
the  teenagers  themselves,  or  be¬ 
tween  the  teeangers  and  their 
instructors.  The  scheme  should  be 


i#rf  riot!  .  1 

SILVIO  BERLUSCONI,  the 
,.v~-  media  tycoon  and  leader  of  the 
■-  opposition  Goitre  Right,  goes 
on  trial  today  in  Milan  on 

-  new  and  potentially  damaging 
corruption  charges. 

The  evidence  will  be  partly 
based  on  documents  seiied  by 
the  Serious  Fraud  Office  from 
the  London  offices  '  of  his 
Hninvest  business  empire, 
which  allegedly  reveal  a  com- 
'  1 .  plat  secretrietwDrkofoffifhore 
companies  anti  Swiss  brink 
accounts.  - 

The  charges  of  false 
,  *  accounting  and  illegal  party 

-  fn-  financing,  which  he  denies, 

,  1  are  the  most  serious  yet 

Q  {j^  brought  against  the  flamboy¬ 
ant  former  Prime  Minister- 
On  the  other  hand,  the  trial  is 
:  likely  to  be  adjourned  the 

-  moment  it  begins,  a  reflection 
of  the  fact  . that  the  “dean 
Hands"  anti-corruption  ,  drive 

-  launched  four  years  ago  is  in 
chaos  and  the  Italian  legal 
system  cannot  cope. 

FiveAousand  officials,  poli- 
,  tiriaris  and  busmessmen  haw 
been  investigated  since  the  xxA- 
.  lapse  of  the  Christian  Demo¬ 
crats  hi  1992.  arid  charges 
have  been  bid  against  2,000 
_  ,  in  what  the  press  dubbed  Taii- 
•  gentopoli  (BnbesviUe).  How- 

,  _  j  ever,  nhly  300  have  actually 

^u.ucr  been  tried* arid  a  mine  hand¬ 
ful  have  gone  io  jail,  with  the 
.  “  rest  other  acquitted  or  freed 
.  .  tl*  pending  appeal. 

Amoniopi  Retro,  the  mag- 
' .  istrate  who  launched  “Clean 
Hands"  in  Milan,  last  week 
“  resigned  as  a- minister  in  the 
ti-nur  Left  Government  of 
1.  iRnmano  Prodi  because  he  has 
•  ^umemider  investigation  for 


m  the  dock 


From  Richard  Owen  in  rome 


Turder 


alleged  "irregularities".  He 
claims  that  his  most  powerful 
victims,  including  Signor 
Berlusconi  and  his  younger 
brother  Paolo,  are  conducting 
a  vendetta  against  him. 

Paolo  Benusconi  and  Cc- 
sare  Previti.  the  former  De¬ 
fence  Minister  in  the  short¬ 
lived  1994  Berlusconi  adminis¬ 
tration,  are  on  trial  — 
intermittently  --  in  Bresda  for 

DH^etro  into  resigning  as  a 
■magistrate  two  years  ago. 

In  January  this  year.  Signor 
Berlusconi  went  cm  trial  for 
alleged  complirity  in  the  brib¬ 
ery  of  tax  inspectors  auditing 
his  media  and  advertising 
subsidiaries.  ' 

Because  of  the  Byzantine 
complexities  of  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem,  and  the  sheer  workload 
of  the* anti-corruption  magis¬ 
trates,  this  first  trial  shows  no 
sigh  of  reaching  a  conclusion. 

Signor  Berlusconi  has  used 
his  showbusiness  skills  and 


Berlusconi:  first  trial 
not  yet  concluded 


control  of  the  media  to 
capitalise  on  popular  discon¬ 
tent  over  the  Prodi  Govern¬ 
ment’s  attempts  to  impose  a 
"Euro  tax"  to  bring  Italy  into . 
line  with  the  Maastricht  single 
currency  criteria. 

However,  Signor  Berlus¬ 
coni’S  chances  of  re-election 
have  been  dented  by  contin¬ 
uing  corruption  charges.  Law¬ 
yers  sajrthe  fact  that  he  tried 
for  six  months  to  prevent  the 
London  documents  reaching 
the  MS  an  court-  shows  he 
realises  how  damaging  the 
latest  trial  could  be. 

The  Hninvest  papers-  were 
seized  in  a.  raid  in  April  — 
carried  out  at  the'  request  of 
Ita  turn  magistrates  —  on'  the 
Regent Street  offices'  of 
Edsaoo,  ISignor  Berlusconi's 
London  agents,  and  the  Banca 
Commerctale  Italiana. .  _  - 

Lawyers  say  the  doqjmerits 
show  Hninvest  paid  $6^  mil¬ 
lion  into  a  Swiss  bank  account 
allegedly  controlled  by  Bettino 
Craxi,  Prime  Minister  in  the 
1980s,  in  return  for  “favour¬ 
able"  rulings,  by  the  Cnuti . 
Government  relating  to  Si¬ 
gnor  Berlusconi's  labyrinthine 
business  interests. 

Signor  Craxi  was  convicted 
of  corruption  in  1994  and  fled 
to  Tunisia  to  escape  a  20-year 
prison  sentence.  This  week  he 
was  jailed  for  a  further  five 
and  a  half  years  in  absentia. 

Lawyers  say  that .  the 
London  papers  go  beyond  the 
Craxi  connection  and  reveal  a 
much  wider  network  of  off¬ 
shore  companies  and  Swiss 
bank  accounts  used  by 
Hninvest  for  alleged  “false 
accounting”. 


Three  diehard  supporters  of 
General  Franco,  the  Spanish 
dictator,  give  the  Fascist 
salute. at  his  tomb  in  the 
Valley  of  die  Fallen,  18  miles 
northwest  of  Madrid.  They 
were  among  200  melancholy 


Fascist  homage  to  Franco 


old  Fascists  who  assembled 
yesterday  to  pay  homage  to 
El  CaudQQo  on  the  2M 
anniversary  of  his  death 


(Tunku  Varadarajan  writes). 
The  atmosphere  was  preg¬ 
nant  with  the  remembrance 
of  things  past  A  man 


present  said:  "We  are 
Spain’s  last  patriots."  Later, 
the  group,  composed  mainly 
of  people  in  their  seventies, 
traded  abuse  with  left-wing 
protesters,  "damned  Reds" 
as  they  called  them. 


Drivers’  gridlock  forces  hint  of  Paris  offer 

Paris:  Traffic  jams  spread  across  France  Bordeaux,  where  Alain  Juppfc.  the  Prime  work  a  maximum  of  48  hours  a  week  a 


Paris:  Traffic  jams  spread  across  France 
yesterday  as  lorry  drivers  set  up  more 
roadblocks  in  support  of  their  campaign 
for  better  pay  and  a  shorter  working  wedc 
(Adam  Sage  writes).  . 

On  the  third  day  of  the  strike  some 
motorways,  including  the  A6  thai  links 
Paris  and  Lyons,  were  shut  down  as 
lorries  were  parked  across  the  road. 


Bordeaux,  where  Alain  Juppfe.  the  Prime 
Minister,  is  Mayor,  faced  gridlock  as  all 
access  routes  were  dosed. 

Police  said  there  were  miles  of  jams 
around  most  provincial  tides  and  advised 
travellers  to  stay  at  home  or  take  the  train. 
The  hauliers  want  payment  for  all  the 
hours  spent  away  from  home  and  not  just 
for  time  on  the  road.  They  also  want  to 


work  a  maximum  of  48  hours  a  week  and 
to  retire  at  55. 

Owners  of  road  haulage  companies  say 
they  would  like  to  meet  the  demands,  but 
cannot  do  so  because  of  high  taxes  — 
throwing  an  unwanted  ball  into  the 
Government’s  court.  Sources  suggested 
the  Government  was  prepared  to 
compromise. 


in  operation  for  males  by  1999  and 
will  become  obligatory  for  females 
from  2003.  The  proposals,  designed 
to  dampen  criticism  over  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  national  service,  are  none¬ 
theless  certain  to  prove  contro¬ 
versial.  Opponents  say  five  days  is 
not  long  enough  to  be  taken 
seriously  by  teenagers,  who  will  be 
tempted  to  see  foe  “rendez-vous 
titpyen”  as  a  giant  holiday  camp. 

Leading  article,  page  23 


‘Fighting’ 

Yeltsin 

thanks 

Russians 

From  Richard  Beeston 

IN  MOSCOW 

FOR  the  first  time  in  more 
than  a  month.  President 
Yeltsin  last  night  appeared  on 
Russian  television  to  tell  the 
people  he  was  in  fighting 
mood  and  would  soon  be  back 
in  control  of  the  country. 

Wearing  a  for  hat  and  down 
jacket  and  holding  on  to  the 
arm  of  his  granddaughter 
Masha,  he  looked  thin,  frail 
and  slightly  dazed  after  his 
quintuple  heart  bypass  opera¬ 
tion  two  weeks  ago.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  as  he  walked  through  the 
grounds  of  the  Central  Clini¬ 
cal  Hospital,  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  Naina,  and  daughter, 
Tatyana,  he  spoke  clearly  and 
appeared  confident  of  making 
a  foil  recovery,  and  thanked 
the  people  for  their  support 
during  the  operation. 

"I  would  not  say  that  I  am 
firmly  back  on  my  feet,  but  the 
doctors  have  done  their  busi¬ 
ness.”  he  said.  Doctors  yester¬ 
day  removed  his  stitches  and 
he  is  expected  to  leave  hospital 
today  to  recuperate  at  the 
Bamkha  sanatorium  outside 
Moscow. 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  been  trying 
to  defuse  the  potentially  explo¬ 
sive  situation  in  neighbouring 
Belarus.  President  Lukashen¬ 
ko  vowed  yesterday  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  struggle  with  the  Minsk 
parliament  over  plans  to  hold 
a  referendum  on  Sunday  that 
would  give  him  sweeping  new 
powers. 

Although  he  had  lengthy 
talks  with  Mr  Yeltsin  about 
the  crisis  in  Belarus,  he  did  not 
turn  up  to  Russian-sponsored 
peace  talks  last  night  in  Smo¬ 
lensk,  saying  he  was  too  busy. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
Photograph,  page  26 
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Issued  by  Mfdrand  Bank  pt  Suzanne  [5  a  fknonal  character  but  her  story  «s  based  upon  a  real  Midland  cusomet  tiles  are  open  24  hours  a  day  seven  days  a  wed. 
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She  was  a  whore 

and  a  thief _ 

[  as  a  new  TV 

L  costume  drama  on 
Moll  Flanders 
pppfe  approaches, 
we  show 
what  life  was 
rig£;J  t  really  like  in 
*  Y  her  day 


Meet  Suzanne. 


Suzanne  wants  her  own  business, 
and  now  she’s  watched  the  video, 
she  knows  what  to  do. 


Suzanne  isn't  just  a  good  hairdresser,  she's  also  got 
a  very  good  business  head  an  her  shoulders. 
After  seeing  a  friend  go  it  alone,  she  decided  it 
was  about  time  she  did  the  same. 

So  she  asked  Midland  for  one  of 
their  starter  packs.  The  video 
included  the  general  experiences 
of  people  who  have  recently 
started  their  own  businesses 
and  the  whole  package  gave  her  a 
thorough  insight  into  just  what's  involved. 

Helpful  as  it  was,  it  didn’t  solve  her  immediate 
problem  -  finding  some  original  1950s  barber  chairs, 
which  according  to  Suzanne,  are  ‘all-the-rags". 
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for  a  stater  peek. 


For  further  details  please  complete  the  coupon  and  send  to:  'Stating  Vom  Busines1/.  FRffi’OST. 
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Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  on  the  telltale  signs  of  Parkinson’s  ■  The  problem  with  tattoos  M  iWheh-stress  can  protect  women  . 
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A  killer’s 

creeping 

advance 


I  FEATURES 


The  placing  of  a  stone  in  memory  of  Sir 
John  Betjeman  in  Poets'  Comer. 
Westminster  Abbey,  has  recently  been 
celebrated  by  a  service  taken  by  the 
Dean.  Lady  Wilson  of  Rievaulx.  the  widow  of 
the  former  Prime  Minister,  made  a  short 
speech.  There  were  readings  by  Joanna  Lumley 
and  the  actor  Kenneth  Cranham,  and  the 
author  Patrick  Leigh  Fermor  delivered  an 
address. 

Sir  John  continued  to  inspire,  amuse  and 
intrigue  his  admirers  de¬ 
spite  the  slew  advance  of 
Parkinson'S  disease.  Sir 
John'S  lack  of  facial  ex¬ 
pression,  and  a  voice 
which  was  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  soft  and  slow, 
both  classic  signs  of  the 
disease,  might  have  de¬ 
tracted  from  some  peo¬ 
ple's  observations  on  life 
and  times  in  general,  and 
literature  in  particular, 
but  in  his  case  it  seemed  to 
give  them  an  additional 
quality. 

Sir  John  was  not  alone 
in  his  troubles.  There  are 
100,000  people  in  Britain 
with  the  disease,  and  at  65, 
one  in  100  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  can  expect  to  have 
some  symptoms  of  it. 

Contrary  to  popular  be¬ 
lief.  Parkinson's  does  not 
affect  only  the  aged.  One  Betjeman:  da 
in  20  of  those  who  develop 
it  first  show  evidence  of  die  disease  before  they 
are  *10. 

Parkinson's  starts  insidiously  and  thereafter 
the  symptoms  gradually  worsen  over  many 
years,  ft  is  not  uncommon  for  patients  to  have 
the  condition  for  25  to  30  years. 

Movements  become  increasingly  laboured 
and  clumsy  as  the  disease  advances,  the 
handwriting  becomes  ever  smaller  and  more 
spidery,  the  person  is  slower  to  smile  than  they 
used  to  be  and  the  face  takes  on  an  inscrutable 
look. 

The  loss  of  facial  expression  means  that  there 
is  no  immediate  tightening  of  the  face,  and  a 
ready  smile,  when  an  old  mend  is  greeted.  If  a 
compliment  is  passed  the  person  with  Parkin¬ 
son'S  disease  does  not  respond. 

These  changes  can  make  it  appear  that 
someone  with  Parkinson's  is  both  arrogant  and 
surly.  The  delayed  response  when  taking  part 
in  a  general  conversation  can  also  make  them 
appear  slow-witted,  rather  than  merely  slow- 
talking. 

Often  the  initial  symptoms  of  the  disease  are 
dismissed  by  the  patient,  and  their  doctors,  as 


Betjeman:  classic  symptoms 


the  consequences  of  ageing,  and  the  diagnosis  is 
delayed  until  the  classic  signs  of  rigidity  of  limb 
movements,  the  characteristic  slow  shake,  and 
the  curious  walk  of  the  sufferers,  make  it 
obvious. 

The  television  film  about  Jeremy  Thorpe  this 
week  illustrated  many  of  the  signs  and 
symptoms  of  Parkinson's  disease.  The  stoop, 
the  rapid  shuffling  gait,  interspersed  with 
pauses  and  coupled  with  a  lack  of  arm¬ 
swinging  which  would  drive  a  drill  sergeant 
crazy,  together  with  the 
blank  face,  reduced  blink 
rate  and  soft,  indistinct 
voice  were  all  classic  fea¬ 
tures.  but  sad  to  see  in  a 
man  who  had  once  domi- 
-  nated  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Recently,  American  sci¬ 
entists  daim  to  have  iso¬ 
lated  a  gene  which  is 
responsible  for  some 
cases.  It  has  bom  known 
for  many  years  that  in 
some  people  there  is  a 
genetic  predisposition  to 
develop  the  condition. 
One  survey  suggests  that 
having  a  dose  relative 
with  it  made  the  chance  of 
devdoping  the  trouble  15 
times  more  likely.  This  is 
unduly  pessimistic,  but 
most  experts  agree  that 
the  risk  is  at  least  twice  as 
tic  symptoms  great  to  those  who  have  a 
family  history. 

Other  factors  also  predispose  to  Parkinson’s 
disease.  And.  strangely,  an  unhealthy  urban 
lifestyle  spent  in  smoke-filled  rooms  provide 
some  protection. 

The  disease  is  one  of  the  few  conditions  which 
is  less  common  to  those  who  have  smoked 
dgarettes  for  most  of  their  lives  and  there  is  less 
chance  of  developing  it  if  someone  has  lived  in  a 
city,  rather  than  if  they  have  enjoyed  a  rural 
lifestyle. 

The  water  from  the  tap  may  taste  unpleasant 
but  those  who  tolerate  it  are  less  likely  to  have 
the  disease  than  those  who  have  revelled  in  the 
sparkling  waters  from  a  rural  well. 

Conversely,  there  is  some  evidence  that  anti¬ 
oxidant  vitamins  A,  C  and  E  may  slow  its 
progress. 

Its  treatment  was  revolutionised  when  it  was 
discovered  that  Levodopa  eased  its  symptoms. 
More  recently,  the  value  of  Levodopa  therapy 
has  been  enhanced  by  the  use  of  such  drugs  as 
Madtipar.  which  inhibits  the  enzymes  which 
break  down  Levodopa.  These  enzymes  were 
able  to  neutralise  Levodopa  before  it  could  exert 
its  action  an  the  brain. 
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Digitally  challenged:  Pamela  Anderson,  and,  below  left,  her  wedding  ring  tattoo 


Taking  out  Pamela’s  tattoo 


THE  news  that  Pamela 
Anderson,  star  of  Baywatch, 
plans  a  divorce  after  21 
months  of  marriage  is  tikdy 
to  present  an  unusual  prob¬ 
lem  —  removing  the  “wed¬ 
ding  ring”  tattooed  on  .her 
fin  go-.  Professor  Nicholas 
Lowe,  the  Harley  Street 
cosmetic  dermatologist. 


says  it  will  depend  on  the 
colour  of  the  tattoo.  Red  and 
brown  tattoo  marks  are  the 
most  difficult  to  erase.  Blue, 
greens  and  black  are  com¬ 
paratively  easily  eradicated. 
A  large  tattoo  may  need  up 
to  12  removal  treatments  at 
anything  from  £200  to 
EL.000  a  time. 


r  :  -T.'f  is  now  accepted  that 

-  f ..  post-menopausal  women 
;  vllare  as  likely  to  suffer  from 
coronary A  heart  disease,  as. 
men,  even  though  the  treat- 

they  get  is.  often  inferior. 
L'*  ^Gatdul  Practitioner  coaga.- 

“'reports  tihat  a  ra*0* 

-AStiivey  by  .  research  workers 
from  the  University  of  Dundee 

has.  denkmstrated  that  the 
/factors  which  predispose 
.  "  women  to  develop  heart  dis- 
'-  ease  are  different  -  from 
those  which  are  dangerous  to 
men, 

‘  ..'  The  Dundee  study  has  re- 
.  vealed  that- those  women.who 
,  have  a  character  tike  Lynda 
; :  -  Shell*  of  The  Arvhers  on 
Radio  4,  ancf  many  other  bbsy,. 
competitive,  fate  middle-aged 
women  of  the  type  who  are 

-  constantly  lampooned  in  films 
and  on  television,  are  less 
likely  to  develop 

heart  disease. 

It.  is  the  quiet  .  ‘It  i; 
self-effacing 

women,  who  retain  Quid 

a .  feminine  ap-  *4 

preach  to  life  into  .  pffo 

middle  .age;  who-  . 

are  the  vulnerable  wni 
ones.  In  medical  -  . 
terminology,  pos-  .  ■hL. 
.  sessing  a  type.  A  .  ..  Vviu 
self-stressing  per-  ,1 
sonality  is  caxdio-  VUIUt 
protective  '  in 
women. 

When  assessing  !i£>e  risk  of 
heart  disease,  housing ^condi¬ 
tions  are  much  more  impot-. 
taut  to  womm  than  to  men.  If 
■  a  man  is. living  in  a  second- 
rate  house  in  a  deprived’area, 
these  do  not  even  -figure 
among  the  top  12  factors  which 
'  are  likely,  to  lead  to  cardiovas¬ 
cular  troubles. 

However,  where  women  are 
concerned,  KVmg  conditions  of 
this .  sort  are.  an  important 
.  consideration.  Women  .  are 
also  more  likely  to  develop 
heart  disease  if  their. work 
does  not  keep  them  physically 
exerdsecL 

'  A  consultation  with  their 
family  doctor  wiliafao  display 
other  signs  and  symptom^ 
which  are  of  a  different  signife 
canoe  in  the  two  sexes.  lumen, 
the  total  amount  of  dxriesterbl 
presort  in  their  blood  is  mow1 
important  than  whether  a 
high  proportion  afthisjWood 
fat  is  carried  iri  the  high 
or  low.  density  lipoprotein 
forms. 


‘It  is  the 
quiet,  self- 
effadng. 
women 
who  are 
vulnerable* 


In  women,  the  amount  of 
low  density  lipoprotein  choles¬ 
terol  (the  more  perruaous 
form)  is  the  relevant  factor, 
rather  than  the  total  cholest¬ 
erol  -  "  -!  " 

Doctors  do  not  only  mea¬ 
sure  diolesterol  in  the  patient* 
blood  but  also  another  blood 
fat,  the  triglycerides.  In 
women,  the  level  of  the  tri¬ 
glycerides  is  highly  signifi-  ^ 
cant  these  triglyceride  levels 
should  be  low: 

There  are  also  changes  in 
the  importance  which  can  be 
attributed  to  blood  pressure. 

In  the  Dundee  survey  of  the 
female  diastolic  blood  pres¬ 
sure,  the  lower  of  the  two 
readings  is  of  no  significance. 

In  men.  it  is  the  fourth  roost 
reliable  indicator  of  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  a  coronary  thrombosis 
and  is  regarded  as  a  more 
■  .  important  risk  fac- 

'  tor  than  smoking, 

■flip  In  both  sexes  the 

•  .  sistdic  pressure, 

cplf-  the  higher  reading, 
is  important. 

•frip  Being  over- 

,1X15  -.  weight  is  much 

more  dangerous  in 
-ICll  -  iuqi  than  women: 

in  fact,  weight  is 
uic  not  included  in  the 

-.-I  i  12  important  fac-  -CA. 
"3-PIE  tors  for  females. 

'  '  ‘  -  Diabetes  is  a  risk 

.  factor  in  both  sexes 

but  is  relatively  more  impor¬ 
tant  for  women.  However, 

men  should  watch  their  vita¬ 
min  C  intake,  which  should  be 
high,  and  their  alcohol  intake, 
which  should  hot  be  more 
tiian  moderate.  ■  . 

::  In^both  sexes,  light  to  mod¬ 
erate  drinking,  whatever  the 
nature  of  the  alcohoL'resuIts in 
a  lower  incidence  .d  heart 
disease  thin  in  those  who 
abstain  or  drink  heavily. 
Those  who  drink  red  wine 
have  aparticular  "advantage. 

Although  the  interest  in  the 
Dundee  research  is  mainly  in 
the  differences  between  men 
and  women  in  die  relationship 
of  their  lifestyles  and  various 
factors,  to  heart  disease,  sev¬ 
eral  other  elements  are  equally 
important. 

Cigarette  smoking  is  haz¬ 
ardous  for  both  .sexes.  And 
where  men  and  women  have 
previously  had  cardiac  symp- 
tomsT  tfus  is  a'good  indication  'Q. 
tiiat  steps  should  b£  taken  to/£ 
prevent  a  heart  attack. 
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Valerina  Night  Time  contains  400mg  of  valerian,  a  traditional  herbal 
remedy  for  the  symptomatic  relief  of  tenseness  and  so  promotes 
natural  sleep.  Its  active  herbal  ingredients,  hops  and  soothing  lemon 
balm  help  you  wake  refreshed,  and  without  a  ‘morning  after1  feeling. 
Clinically  researched  Valerina  Night  Time  is  the  modern  way 
to  help  your  body  make  the  most  of  its  natural  sleep. 

So  if  you  want  good  nights  and  great  days,  try  Valerina  Night  Time. 


mr  |  « NIGHT-TIME  }A 

¥aienna 

Tensene* 

Natural  Sleep 


AAwys  read  the 
in-pack  leaflet 

If  symptoms  persist 
please  consult  your 
doctor. 


for  more  btfarmatkm  mlfaisina  NightTIrrre, ptease  cafl  018!  580  8847. 
Available  at  Boots,  Holland  &  Barrett,  chemises,  and  health  food  stores. 

C  L  I  K  !  C  A  L  L  Y  TESTED  -  EFFECTIVE 


A  REPORT  by  the  charity  Research 
Into  Ageing  says  tiiat  25  per  cent  of 
patients  who  have  been  told  they 
have  Alzhehnefs  disease  have  been 
misdiagnosed.  These  patients  are,  in 
fad.  suffering  from  Lewy  body 
dementia. 

These  patients  need  different 
treatment  from  that  recommended  for 
Alzheimer's  and  some  of  the  drugs 
used  to  control  the  symptoms  of 
Alzheimer's  can  make  them  worse. 
Unfortunately,  the  difference  between 
the  two  dementias  is  not  generally 


Cabbies  drive 
down  then- 
sperm  count 

TOLERATING  less  experi¬ 
enced  road  users,  putting  up 
with  the  behaviour  of  the  fares 
and  surviving  traffic  jams  all 
conspire  to  do  little  for  a  taxi 
driver's  blood  pressure.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  cab  drivers  don't 
have  time  for  exercise  and  are 
apt  to  spend  hours  playing 
cards  in  smokey  cafes. 

It  has  been  accepted  for  40 
years  that  the  price  taxi  driv¬ 
ers  pay  For  an  independent 
lifestyle  is  an  increased  risk  of 
cardiovascular  disease,  fait 
until  recently  nobody  bad 
thoughr  to  do  research  into  the 
effect  of  cab  driving  on  the 
reproductive  system. 

A  report  in  the  General 
Journal  of  Industrial  Medi¬ 
cine  has  compared  the  sperm 
count  of  72  Roman  taxi  drivers 
with  the  count  in  an  equal 
number  of  carefully  matched 
controls  —  men  who  are  not 
driving  for  their  living. 

The  taxi  drivers’  chance  of 
achieving  fatherhood  is  not 
improved  by  their  occupation. 
Their  total  sperm  count,  and 
the  number  of  normal  sperm, 
is  reduced  even  when  other 
factors  sud)  as  smoking  and 
lack  of  exercise  arc  taken  into 
account. 

This  new  report  confirms 
other  studies  that  suggest  long 
hours  at  the  wheel  reduce 
male  fertility. 


Not  all  dementia 
is  Alzheimer’s 

recognised,  and  all  forms  of  . .  -  - 
intellectual  toss,  in  older  age  groups  is 
ape  to  be  desifloated  Al/liri 
Elizabeth  Mills,  dfoedor of  Research 
Into  Ageing,  said:  “Sufferers  from  - . 
Lcwy  body  dementia  and  their  famtiie& 
need  very  special  support" 

In  Lewy  body  dementia  the  degree  .  * 
of  disability  fluctuates  and  dining  the 


bad  tents,  whidi  sometimes  last  for 
days  or  weeks,  the  patient  may  suffer- 
hafludnations.  seeing  talking  to  and 
even  establishing  relationships  with 
non-existent  peopleand  ammals. 

-  WMedetadcd.  tiiepatienfs  may  be 
.  aggresavt  ln  between  the  bad  bouts, 
patients  with  Lewy  body  dementia  are 
aU  too  aware  of  tiieir  condition  and  - 
,  tite  jnxiWems  it  causes  thcir  families.  ; 
Many  have  blackouts,  during  which 
{time  they  could  suffer  a  dangerous  fan. 

.  Otbeis  may  show  some  of  the 
.  symptoms  of  Parkinson's  disease. 


Robert  Altman 
evokes  Thirties 
jazz  and  sleaze 
in  the  film 
Kansas  City 

ARTS,  pages 
36-39 
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Grace  Bradberry  on  a  quirky  aristocrat 
witn  an  eye  for  bizarre  talent  who  inspires 
Alexander  McQueen  and  Philip  Treacy 


Isabella  Blow  is  an  eccen¬ 
tric  English  aristocrat 
with  a  love  of  hats  and  a 
tendency  to  wear  lipstick 
cm  her  chin.  She  is  also  one  of 
the  most  influential  people  in 
.  British  fashion. 

Last  month,  as  Paris  buzzed 
with  rumours  that  Alexander 
McQueen,  designer  of  the 
notorious  “bumster"  trousers, 
would  take  over  from  John 
Galliano  at  Givenchy,  Isabella 
was  there  at  his  side,  in  the 
front  row  of  Rifat  Ozbek’s 
show  at  the  Moulin  Rouge. 

And  later  that  month,  when 
McQueen  stood  up  to  make 
his  acceptance  speech  at  the 
British  Fashion  Awards, 
where  he  had  just  been  named 
Designs:  of  the  Year,  it  was 
Isabella  be  thanked  —  along 
..with  his  mum.  Later  in  the 
evening,  Philip  TYeacy.  whose 
hats  dominate  both  Ascot  and 
the  Paris  catwalks,  also  paid 
her  an  effusive  tribute. 

To  these  two  men,  Mrs- 
Blow,  38,  the  wife  of  Bristol 
barrister  Detmar  Blow,  is 
muse,  confidante  and  king¬ 
maker.  Julien  Macdonald,  a 
Welsh  knitwear  designer  spot¬ 
ted  by  Karl  Lagerfeld  even 
before  he  left  the'  Royal  College 
of  Art.  has  become  her  third 
protege.  It  is  an  enviable 
position;  when  McQueen 
graduated  from  St  Martin's  in 
1992,  she  bought  his  entire 
collection.  With  her  help,  his 
apparently  absurd  style 
sparked  the  whole  hipster 
revival. 

Her  ability  to  anticipate  an 
improbable  trend  verges  on 
the  uncanny.  She  is  the 
woman  who.  four  years  ago. 
was  to  be  seen  wearing  high- 
waisted  Big  Knickers  under 
see-through  dresses  —  a  look 
that  appeared  this  autumn  rat 
the  catwalks  of  Milan  and 
Paris. 

Yet  despite  her  undeniable 
eye  for  talent,  there  are  plenty 
of  people  in  the  fashion  world 
who  regard  Mis  Blow  as  a 
ridiculous  figure  —  at  best  an 
eccentric,  at  worst  a  groupie 
whose  social  connections  and 
wealth  enable  her  to  play  the 
fashion  grande  dame,  in  the 
manner  of  Diana  Vreeland. 
without  the  talent  to  back  it  upL 
Like  Vreeland.  her  appear¬ 
ance  is  arresting  rather  than 
beautiful.  She  has  protuberant . 
eyes,  a  slash  of  red  lipstick,  a 


toothy  smile.  The  aquiline 
nose  adds  a  touch  of  aristo¬ 
cratic  hauteur. 

Ar  the  dinner  after  the 
British  Fashion  Awards  last 
month,  her  face  was  scarcely 
visible.  On  this  occasion  she 
was  wearing  a  truly  remark¬ 
able  McQueen  dress  which 
rose  up  over  a  kind  of  crown 
on  the  top  of  her  head,  then 
plunged  down  as  far  as  her 
waist  in  a  vail  at  the  front  The 
effect  was  pure .  Mortida 
Ad  dams. 

“It  was  extraordinary  bad- 
luck  for  her  that  soup  was  die 
first  courseI“'says  Nicholas 
Coleridge,  managing  director 
erf  die  Vogue  publishers,  Con- 
d£  Nast,  who  was  seated  with 
Mrs  Blow  ait  dinner  that  night. 
“She  sort  of  fifed  it  to  about 
eye  level  for  dinner,  then 
dropped  h  down  again.** 


‘She’s  a 
character 
herself, 
so  it  rubs 
off  on  the 
designers’ 


-And  his  assessment  of  “Al¬ 
exander  McQueen’s  so-called 
muse”,  as  he  called  her?  “Izzy 
Blow  has  given  an  awful  lot  of 
help  to  McQueen  and  others. 
Probably  bring  a  fashion  de¬ 
signer  is  quite  a  lonely  occupa¬ 
tion  and  having  somebody 
vivacious  and  noisy  —  I-  was 
about  to  say  daft;  but  I  hi  not 
going  to  —  cheers  them  up." 

So  what  exactly  does  Mrs 
Blow  do?  People  have  a  certain 
amount  pf  trouble  defining 
this.  Her  “job"  is  as  a  stylist, 
putting  together  hats,  shoes 
and  dresses  far  photographic 
shoots  and  an  the  catwalk.  She 
was  once  style  editor  of  Toiler, 
her  official  title  is  now  contrib¬ 
uting  editor  at  Vogue,  but  her 
exact  role  there  is  vague. 

-  “Her  talent  is  realty  taking 
up  designers  and  supporting 
them  verbally  —  and  I’m  sure . 
financially  —  and  creating  a 
buzz  about  them."  says  Lucin¬ 
da  Chambers,  fashion  director 
of  Vogue.  “She’s  a  character 


herself;  so  it  rubs  off  on  the 
designers,  and  they  also  get 
publicity  as  a  result  of  it” 

But  men,  Mrs- Blow  is  not 
the  sort  of  woman  whom 
anyone  necessarily  expects  to 
have  a  job.  She  is  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  John 
Drives  Broughton,  the  man 
cleared  of  the  murder  of  Lord 
ErroU  in  the  infamous  “Happy 
Valley"  trial  in  Kenya,  and  a 
cousin  of  the  aristocratic 
su  penned  el.  Honor  Fraser, 
wham  she  encouraged  to  go  on 
die  catwalk.  Her  father.  Sir 
Evelyn,  died  in  1993.  leaving 
hex  only  ££000.  Her  mother. 
Helen,  had  been  his  second 
wife.  His  third  wife.  Rona. 
received  E7  million. 

Despite  this  financial  set¬ 
back,  Isabella  and  her  hus¬ 
band  live  in  considerable  style 
in  '  his  ancestral  home  in 
Gloucestershire,  where  tapes¬ 
tries  and  portraits  of  Tudor 
royalty  adorn  die  walls.  They 
married  in  19S9  (Isabella  had 
earlier  been  briefly  married  to 
an  American).  Among  die 
couple's  eclectic  range  of  ac¬ 
quaintances  is  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet,  who  refers  to  Mrs  Blow 
as,  simply.  “The  Hat**. 

Mrs  Blow  was  educated  at 
Heathfirid  boarding  school, 
then  attended  Columbia  Univ¬ 
ersity  in  New.  York,  before 
Anna  Wintour,  editor  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Vogue,  took  her  on  as  a 
fashion  assistant  Then,  in 
1987,  Mark  Boxer  gave  her  the 
job  of  style  editor  of  Toiler. 
where  she  set  about  creating 
.  memorable  society  portraits. 

But  it  was  a  limited 
sphere  of  influence, 
and  many  in  the 
fashion  world  be¬ 
lieved  that  she  would  remain  a 
fringe  eccentric  It  would  be  an 
easy  mistake  to  make. 

The  fashion  world  is.  of 
course,  rich  in  colourful  sacred 
monsters  —  but  Mrs  Blow  is 
eccentric  enough  to  stand  out 
And  her  status  as  muse  to 
McQueen  may  be  about  to  pay 
dividends.  In  March,  The  New 
York  Times  described  her  as 
“the  key  to  the  two  strongest 
shows  in  London  this  season 
—  Alexander  McQueen  and 
Philip  Treacy”.  With 
McQueen’S  move  to  Paris,  his 
muse  may  be  about  to  storm 
the  most  prestigious  ramparts 
in  fashion. 


Isabella  Blow,  king-maker,  confidante  and  muse;  wears  a  Philip  Treacy  hat 


How  I  was  cut 
off  by  the  fire 

The  drama  in  the  Channel  Tunnel 
has  made  us  an  island  race  once 
again,  declares  Libby  Purves 


TWO  YEARS  on  from  its 
first  journey  beneath  the 
Channel  we  were  Le  Shut¬ 
tle  virgins:  crusty  old  shell¬ 
backs  loyal  to  the  ferry  and 
to  lurching  across  the  Do¬ 
ver  Strait  in  tittle  sailing 
beats.  On  Monday,  we 
derided  on  a  whim  to  let 
technology  take  us  over  the 
water.  Sorry,  under  the 
water.  It  is  just  as  well  we 
do  not  believe  in  a  smart 
alec  deity  who  would  set 
fire  to  a  lorry  just  to  teach 
us  a  lesson. 

The  outward  journey 
went  smoothly:  coasting 
down  a  slack  M20.  cruising 
beneath  the  white  gantries 
and  through  the  blandness 
of  the  pre-tun-  ______ 

nel  ’  shopping 
mall  we  began 
to  believe  in  m0- 
lenniai  Britain: 
efficient,  Euro- 
phSe.  25  min¬ 
utes  from  main¬ 
land  Europe  in 
the  Thatcherite 
affluence  of 
your  own  car. 

During  the 
crossing  there 
was  an  artfully 
stage-managed 
atmosphere  of  mild  bore¬ 
dom.  designed  to  neutral¬ 
ise  tunnel  nerves.  And  once 
you  have  got  used  to  the 
peculiar  sensation  of  sit¬ 
ting  in  a  car  seat  which  is 
swaying  like  a  train,  the 
novelty  is  over.  So  is  the 
trip:  half  an  hour  from  the 
Folkestone  pay  booth  we 
were  on  the  Calais  bypass. 

Altogether,  I  felt  this  is 
the  great  anticlimax  to  our 
island  history.  RIP  the 
romance  of  the  Channel 
crossing:  the  Scarlet  Pim¬ 
pernel  fleeing  the  Jaco¬ 
bites.  Catholics  fleeing 
Elizabeth  I.  the  little  ships 
of  Dunkirk,  the  magic  of 
the  words  Fair  stood  the 
wind  for  France,  and  jokes 
about  “Fog  in  Channel, 
Continent  cut  off*’.  All  gone 
down  the  bland  turrneL 

You  know  what  hap¬ 
pened.  Driving  confidently 
back  on  Tuesday  towards 
its  mouth,  we  turned  on  the 
Radio  4  news  to  hear  of  Che 
freight  train  fire.  We  found 
Talk  Radio  emoting  loud- 


4  A  sign  said 
Dunkirk. 

Would 
some  little 
ships  come 
and  get  us?’ 


ly:  “Would  you  use  the 
tunnel  now?  Ring  us.  What 
1  want  to  know  is.  why 
doesn't  it  leak?”  Radio  5 
had  20  minutes  of  fashion 
features  followed  by  a  brief 
bulletin  saying  it  would  be 
“afternoon”  before  the  tun¬ 
nel  reopened;  then  a 
French  station,  better  in¬ 
formed.  said  it  would  be  a 
full  day  or  longer. 

Thick  snow  began  to  fall. 
As  we  swerved  off  for 
Calais  port  peering  at  road 
signs  obscured  by  the  bliz¬ 
zard,  the  French  station 
announced  that  Channel 
ferries  were  severely  dis¬ 
rupted  by  gales.  Continent 
cut  off.  We  passed  a  sign  to 
_  Dunkirk.  May¬ 
be  some  little 
ships  would 
come  and  get 
us. 

P&O  ferry 
personnel  took 
our  shuttle  tick¬ 
ets  with  visible 
giggles  of  Scha¬ 
denfreude. 
There  were 
three  hours  in 
the  ferry  queue 
_____  while  the  Pride 
of  Burgundy  la¬ 
boured  towards  us  against 
a  fufi  south-easterly  gale. 
After  a  crossing  marked  by 
jarring  thuds  as  she  fell  off 
waves,  there  was  half  an 
hour  of  heaving  and  crash¬ 
ing  outside  Dover  harbour 
because  conditions  wen? 
too  wild  for  many  ferries  to 
manoeuvre  together. 

ABOARD  our  gallant  ship, 
long  polyglot  queues 
Formed  for  the  single  radio¬ 
telephone.  The  continen¬ 
tals  were  visibly  dejected 
about  their  messed-up 
schedules  and  the  way 
Britain  had  suddenly  float¬ 
ed  away,  far  from  their 
grasp  across  wild  water. 

By  contrast  the  British, 
even  the  most  Eurasian? 
of  them,  were  curiously 
cheerful.  We  had  been 
robbed  of  our  convenience, 
of  the  Zlst-century  dream. 
But  we  had  been  given 
back  a  very  British  adven¬ 
ture:  We  were  reborn  as  an 
island  nation,  hard  to 
reach  and  proud  of  it 
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What  can 


The  Ridings 
teach  us? 


Chris  Woodhead,  Chief  Inspector 


of  Schools,  on  what  went  wrong 


y; 


'ester-day  saw  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  school  league 
tables:  today,  the  Office 
of  Standards  in  Education 
launches  its  report  on  pupils 
who  are  excluded  from  school. 
What  is  happening  in  schools? 
Many  who  watched  the  recent 
Panorama  programme  on 
classroom  anarchy  at  The 
Ridings  School  in  Halifax 
must  have  been  slumped  in 
despair.  The  V-signs  of  the 
girls  following  the  head¬ 
teacher  up  the  steps  said  it  all: 
this  was  a  school  where  there 
was  neither  authority  nor 
respect:  neither  teaching  nor 
learning.  A  school  which,  if  it 
is  in  any  sense  typical, 
symbolises  die  failure  of  our 
state  system  of  education. 

It  is  not  typical.  This  state¬ 
ment.  given  the  huge  impact  of 
the  television  pictures,  bears 
repetition.  State  education  is 
alive  and  well.  In  80  per  cent  of 
schools,  pupils  are  ready  and 
willing  to  learn. 

The  problems  of  The 
Ridings,  however,  cannot  be 
ignored.  What  should  be  done 
about  the  2  per  cent  of  schools 
which  fail  their  inspections?  In 
the  case  of  The  Ridings,  the 
headteacher  was  not  tough 
enough.  Too  many  teachers 
had  given  up.  The  education 
authority  had  given  inade¬ 
quate  support.  _ 

But  some  people 
say  the  school's  job 
was  impossible.  In 
the  words  of  The 
Times  Educational 
Supplement,  this 
was  a  “leper"  school 
trying  to  educate 
“ghetto"  children.  It 
was  doomed  from 
day  one.  The  fault 


Failure  at 
The  Ridings 
cannot  be 
blamed  on 
selection 


lay  not  with  the  teachers  or  the 
educational  authority,  but 
with  divisive  soda]  and  educa¬ 
tional  policies  which  have  led 
inexorably  to  the  creation  of 
such  schools. 

We  know  from  inspection 
evidence  that  some  schools 
facing  equally  difficult  circum¬ 
stances  are  succeeding.  Hey¬ 
wood  School,  for  example,  in 
Rochdale,  has  not  excluded 
one  pupil  in  five  years.  Pupils 
who  have  been  excluded  from 
other  schools  are  now  making 
good  progress  there.  Such 
schools  succeed  with  difficult 
pupils  because  they  establish 
dear  expectations.  They  take 
every  opportunity  to  reward 
achievement  Daily  routines 
are  managed  very  carefully. 
Whereas  the  corridors  at  The 
Ridings  were  a  race  track, 
pupils  at  Heywood  move  qui¬ 
etly  and  sensibly  around  their 
school.  Their  behaviour  is  a 
testament  to  the  skill  and 
commitment  of  some  oui- 
sundinu  teachers.  It  ean  be 
done:  none  of  us  should  accept 
:hv*  bleakly  deterministic  view 
that  some  schools,  like  some 
children,  arc  bom  to  fail. 

But  isn't  it  true  that  current 
educational  policies  hove 
made  failures  like  The  Ridings 
more  likely?  With  more  moti¬ 
vated  and  brighter  pupils 
going  to  grant-maintained  and 
grammar  schools,  is  it  not 
inevitable  that  this  school 
would  be  left  with  a  rump. 

The  answer  is  that  if  parents 
have  the  right  to  choose  their 
children's  schools.  some 
schools  will  be  more  popular 
than  others,  and  one  is  likely 
to  become  the  most  unpopular 
of  all.  This  would  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  the  case  if 
Halifax  had  had  a  twallv  com¬ 


prehensive  system  of  educa¬ 
tion.  In  Calderdalc.  as  in  every 
other  area  of  the  country,  a 
mix  of  pupils  in  each  school 
can  be  achieved  only  if  restric¬ 
tions  are  imposed  on  parental 
choice.  Whether  or  not  such  an 
approach  is  acceptable  is  for 
politicians  and  the  electorate 
to  decide.  The  failure  of  The 
Ridings  cannot,  however,  be 
blamed  entirely  on  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  nearby  grammar  and 
grant  maintained  schools. 

Schools  at  the  bottom  of  the 
popularity  league  must  not  be 
allowed  in  fail.  The  future  of 
The  Ridings  depends  upon 
three  things:  determined  lead¬ 
ership.  exclusion  of  pupils  who 
reject  the  conventions  of  nor¬ 
mal  schooling,  and  motivation 
of  teachers  who  have  lost  the 
will  to  improve.  It  is  as  easy  to 
write  down  as  it  will  be  hard 
for  the  new  head  to  achieve. 

Yet  schools  such  as  Urch- 
fom  Primary  in  Wiltshire, 
which  failed  its  inspection  in 
1093,  show  what  can  be  achiev¬ 
ed,  and  how  quickly.  Urchfont 
is  now-  not  just  an  adequate 
school,  but  a  good  one.  Given 
a  will  to  improve,  a  clear  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  problems, 
and  steady  application  of  man¬ 
agement  and  classroom  com¬ 
mon  sense,  the  most  desperate 
situations  can  be  remedied. 

_  But  we  need  to 

know  which  schools 
are  failing.  This  is 
why  the  system  of 
school  inspection  is 
so  important.  Prob¬ 
lems  need  to  be 
brought  into  the 
open.  Those  who 
would  abolish  in¬ 
spections  and  re¬ 
turn  to  dealing  with 
failures  in  private  or 


school 

not  at  all  must  be  resisted  by 
politicians  of  all  parties. 

What  else  can  we  do  to 
improve  the  prospects  of  in¬ 
ner-city  children?  We  need 
first  to  move  on  from  our 
current  preoccupation  with 
sanctions  to  consider  how  bad 
behaviour  can  be  avoided.  We 
must  spread  the  good  practice 
of  schools  like  Heywood.  We 
should  ensure  that  older  pu¬ 
pils  study  subjects  that  are 
relevant  to  them  and  have  the 
choice  of  vocational  courses. 

This  is  not  to  imply  that 
sanctions  will  not  be  needed. 
There  will  be  children  who  do 
not  conform,  and  if  they  are 
mining  things  for  everyone 
else,  special  provision  must  be 
made  for  them.  The  problem 
here  is  that  too  few  education 
authorities  have  thoroughly 
investigated  the  incidence  and 
range  of  pupils'  special  educa¬ 
tional  needs.  Too  few  have  an 
appropriate  range  of  provi¬ 
sion.  Exclusion  is  a  necessary 
evil,  but  those  who  are  exclud¬ 
ed  have  a  right  to  continued 
education.  This  is  not  always 
provided. 

Finally,  we  need  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  obvious  truth  that 
children  who  leave  primary 
schools  unable  to  read  are 
likely  to  mess  around  in 
secondary  scfonN.  They  will 
misbehave  because  they  are 
bored,  because  they  know  that 
they  have  failed,  and  because 
deviant  behaviour  bolsters 
their  self-esteem.  Nothing  is 
more  important  in  the  drive  to 
raise  educational  standards 
than  the  recognition  that  liter¬ 
acy  maners  and  that  present 
standards,  particularly  in  in- 
ner-cir.  primary  schools,  arc 
nothing  like  gnrid  enough. 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 

Save  St  i 


11  Don’t  panic . . .  this  one’s  a  damp  scjtdb. . . 


The  geography  of  libel 


I 


n  November  1994,  Albert  Reyn¬ 
olds.  then  the  Taoiseach  (Prime 
Minister)  of  the  Irish  Republic, 
nominated  his  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al.  Harry  Whelehan.  as  President  of 
the  High  Court.  The  nomination  was 
challenged  because  Whelehan  had 
apparently  been  dilatory  in  seeking 
the  extradition  of  Brendan  Smyth,  a 
paedophile  priesL  Reynolds  at  first 
defended  the  nomination  in  the  Dail. 
but  later  withdrew  the  defence.  The 
Irish  Labour  Party,  led  by  Dick 
Spring,  felt  it  had  been  misled,  and 
withdrew  from  the  coalition.  Mr 
Reynolds  ceased  to  be  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  The  Sunday  Times  then  pub¬ 
lished  an  article,  based  on 
information  from  an  Irish  Labour 
Party  source,  headed  “Goodbye, 
Gombeen  Man.  Why  a  fib  too  far 
proved  fatal”. 

Mr  Reynolds  sued  for  libel  in 
the  English  High  Court.  He  refused 
a  payment  into  court  of  £5.005. 
which  would  also  have  covered  his 
costs  up  to  that  point.  After  a  24-day 
hearing,  the  jury  found  in  his  favour, 
but  awarded  him  zero  damages.  Be¬ 
cause  the  damages  fell  short  of  the 
sum  paid  into  court.  Mr  Reynolds  is 
liable  for  the  bulk  of  the  costs  of  both 
sides  in  the  case,  which  have  been 
estimated  at  around  £!  million.  77ie 
Sunday  Times  also  pleaded  qualified 
privilege,  which  is  about  to  be 
argued.  The  accusation  that  Mr 
Reynolds  knowingly  lied  had  been 
made  in  the  Dail  itself. 

Following  tile  failure  of  the 
Botham-Lamb  libel  action  against 
Imran  Khan,  which  also  resulted  in 
heavy  costs  again*!  the  plaintiffs,  the 
Reynolds  case  is  a  further  warning 
against  avoidable  actions  for  defama¬ 
tion.  Albert  Reynold*  has  beer,  a 
litigant  before:  lie  has  previously 
taken  £70.000  in  damages  off  Tr.e 
Sunday  Times  and  about  ESO.iVA 
from  other  publications,  including 
The  Guinness  Bonk>>f  /fern.-dx  Ever 
now  he  is  not  a  ruined  man.  though 
the  costs  will  obviously  be  a  serious 
blow  ui  his  finances 

The  action  itself  was  no:  frivolous, 
but  was  inappropriate  Tr.e  charge  cf 
lying  to  parliament  is  a  serious  one  :o 
make  against  any  prime  minister. 
One  cannot  blame  Mr  Reynolds  for 
wishing  to  demonstrate  that  his  firsr 
statement  to  the  Dail  wa*  true the 
best  of  his  belief  when  he  made  it.  But 
it  is  hard  to  conceive  of  a  ies* 
appropriate  forum  before  which  :a 
bring  his  case.  If  a  British  Prime 
Minister  were  to  be  accused  of  lying 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  ":ha": 


Should  the  former  Taoiseach  be  able  to 


sue  a  British  newspaper  in  London? 


would  be  a  matter  for  the  House  of 
Commons:  a  report  of  such  a  debate 
would  have  absolute  privilege.  In  the 
same  way.  a  charge  of  lying  to  the 
Dail  is  a  matter  for  the  Dail.  It  is 
heartening  that  the  issue  of  qualified 
privilege  is  to  be  determined;  in 
equity,  statements  in  the  Dail  ought 
to  have  qualified  privilege  if  former 
Irish  Prime  Ministers  are  to  make 
them  the  subject  of  litigation  in  the 
English  courts. 

Mr  Reynolds  has  staled  that  he 
wanted  to  dear  his  name  because  he 
felt  “just  absolutely  dreadful"  when 
he  read  the  story.  “A  liar  1  don’t 
know'  any  worse 
thing  people  could 
say  of  me."  If  he 
really  cannot  think 
of  anything  worse 
that  people  could 
say  of  him,  he  has  a 
limited  imagi  na¬ 
tion.  He  survived 
decades  in  the 


Rees~Mogg 


knockabout  world  of  Irish  politics, 
jostling  with  such  characters  as 
Charlie  Haughey.  He  can  hardly  be 
>o  thin-skinned  he  can  think  of 
nothing  worse  than  being  accused  of 
a  Ob. 


knew  more  than  he  d aimed  at  the 
time  of  his  first  statement  They  had 
heard  the  evidence.  They  then  round 
that  the  article  had  not  damaged  him 
in  Britain. 

That  also  seems  right  to  me. 
I  had  remembered  from  the  reports 
of  1994  that  Mr  Reynolds  had  lost  the 
premiership  because  of  a  row  with 
the  Labour  Party  over  the  Whelehan 
nomination,  though  I  had  forgotten 
Whelehan’S  name.  The  finer  points  of 
what  Mr  Reynolds  had  known  or  not 
known,  or  when,  or  of  what  he  had 
said  to  Mr  Spring  had  long  since 
vanished  from  my  memory.  Beside 

_  the  big  event  of  an 

Irish  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  resigning.  The 
Sunday  Times  call¬ 
ing  him  a  “Gom¬ 
been  Man"  or  even 
a  fibber  seems  triv¬ 
ial.  in  any  case,  I 
—  have  a  rather  at¬ 
tractive  picture  of  a 
Gombeen  Man  as  a  Yeatsian  ped¬ 
dler,  with  a  tray  full  of  coloured 


secret  Swiss  hank  accounts.  None  of 
us  could  get  the  businessmen  who 
paid  the  bribes,  the  officials  who 
transferred  them  into  Swiss  accounts, 
or  the  Swiss  bankers  themselves  to 
give  evidence  in  support  of  a  plea 
of  justification.  Nor  would  it.  be 
any  defence  to  say  that  Mobutu  is 
widely  believed  to  be  corrupt;  if  one 
reports  a  suspicion,  it  is  the  fact 
and  not  the  suspicion  that  one  has 
to  justify. 

The  press  has  an  important  job  of 
reporting  the  affairs  of  other  coun¬ 
tries.  In  die  United  States  it  . is  al¬ 
most  impossible  for  anyone  in  public 
life  to  sue  for  defamation,  because 
that  is  held  to  be  against  the  guar¬ 
antee  of  freedom  of  speech  under  the 
First  Amendment  The  British,  press 
reports  the  allegations  which  are 
made  in  the  American  press.  Manyof 
them  are  libellous.  In  some  cases 
British  newspapers'  could  prove  the 
truth  of  these  allegations,  but  in 
other  cases  probably  not  It  is  theory 
etically  open  to  half  die  leading  pol¬ 
iticians  of  America  and  most  of  the 
leading  film-stars  to  brief  leading 
counsel  and  have  a  field  day  in  the 
British  courts. 


s 


omc  of  his  friends  in  Dublin 
have  been  saving  that  it  is 
impossible  for  an  Irishman  to 
receive  justice  in  a  British 
court.  The  jurv  did  not  know  that 
any  sura  had  been  paid  into  court. 


and  therefore  could  not  have  known 


the  consequence  of  their  judgment 
in  terms  of  ousts.  But  what  was 
Mr  Reynold*  doing  in  an  English 
court  anyway?  The  Republic  of  Ire¬ 
land  has  been  an  independent  coun¬ 
try  for  more  than  7n  years.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  a  British  Prime 
Minister,  brought  down  after  some 
mw  jn  the  House  nf  Commons, 
would  have  chosen  to  sue  The  Irish 
Times  fr.  Dublin  in  order  to  vindicate 
himself. 

The  jury's  actual  finding  seems 
perfectly  reasonable.  It  came  to  the 
ixtr.dusiun  that  Tne  Sunday  Times 
article  was  defamatory.  It  is  a  libel 
to  is*en  that  a  Prime  Minister  has 
lied  to  bis  parliament  or  his  col¬ 
leagues.  The  jury  members  must 
have  found  that  the  Sunday  Times 
had  failed  lo  prove  that  Mr  Reynolds 


ribbons.  I  would  not  have  thought  the 
w  orse  of  Albert  Reynolds  for  being  a 
Gombeen  Man.  even  if  the  jury  had 
held  that  he  was  one. 

This  is  by  no  means  the  first 
time  the  British  press  has  been 
threatened  by  an  action  for  defama¬ 
tion  by  a  foreign  politician  on  maners 
arising  from  his  domestic  politics, 
nor  is  it  the  first  time  that  has 
happened  to  The  Sunday  Times.  In 
the  early  1960s,  when  I  was  its 
Deputy  Editor.  The  Sunday  Times 
had  a  difficult  case  with  a"  power¬ 
ful  African  minister  accused  of 
corruption  and  intimidation.  We 
reported  the  allegations,  which  we 
believed  to  be  true.  He  threatened  us 
with  a  writ  for  libel,  and  demanded 
an  apology  and  damages.  We  re¬ 
fused.  even  though  our  witnesses 
were  too  scared  to  come  to  court. 
Furtunately.  he  did  not  pursue  the 
matter  further,  but  he  could  have 
done  so  and  we  would  have  had  no 
real  answer  in  law. 

Mr  Reynolds  made  E1SU.000  or  so 
from  his  successful  libel  actions,  but 
that  is  peanuts  compared  to  the 
opportunities  which  might  be  open  to 
President  Mobutu  of  Zaire.  Every 
newspaper  in  London  has  alleged 
lhat  he  has  billions  of  dollars  in 


T! 


jhere  are  two  fundamental 
differences  between  defama¬ 
tion  of  domestic  and  foreign 
public  figures.  The  standani 
of  proof  a  newspaper  ought  to  require 
of  an  allegation  against  a  British 
public  figure  must  be  higher  than 
mere  suspicion.  Yet  it  is  impassible  to 
report  the  affairs  of  foreign  countries 
properly  without  reporting  widely 
held  suspicions  as  such.  Take  the 
current  allegations  cf  paedophile 
conduct  against  the  Belgian  Deputy 
Prime  Minister.  Elio  Di  Rupo.  These 
are  being  universally  reported  In  the 
British  press,  and  rightly  so.  Yet  I 
doubt  if  any  British  newspaper  could 
prove  the  tnirh  of  them;  the  Belgian 
Parliament,  which  has  opened  an 
inquiry,  may  or  may  not  have 
qualified  privilege  in  British  law. 
Technically  the  British  press  must  be 
exposed  to  a  Reynolds-type  action  for 
defamation  -by  Di  Rupo,  and 
paedophile  conduct  is  much  more 
serious  than  lying. 

There  is  a  geography  of  reputation. 
Albert  Reynolds  has  his  reputation 
largely  m  Ireland,  where  they  know 
him.  not  in  England,  where  he  is 
simply  a  foreign  politician.  The- 
lesson  of  the  Reynolds  case  is  that 
there  is  no  call  for  foreign  statesmen 
to  vindicate  their  domestic  politics  in 
our  law  courts. 


Knavish  tricks 


THE  CONSERVATIVE  Party  is 
being  dragged  inadvertently  intu 
another  slcaie  war.  One  uf  its  spiri- 
dnciors  has  become  embroiled  in  a 
libel  action  starling  in  the  High 
Court  next  Monday  over  British 
Airways'  dirty  tricks  campaign. 

Eileen  Wise,  formerly  of  Disney 
and  now  head  of  news  at  Centra! 
Office,  as  well  as  personal  press 
adviser  lo  Norma  Major  on  her 
hook  tour,  is  acting  as  a  character 
witness  for  the  plaintiff.  Brian 
Barham,  a  lifelong  socialist. 

The  case  concerns  allegations  in 
the  book  Dirty  Tricks:  British  Air¬ 
ways'  Secret  War  against  Virgin 
Atlantic.  Basham  is  suing  its 
author  Manyn  Gregory.  Wise 
u-.cd  in  be  married  to  Basham, 
who  has  worked  for  Hastings 
Banda  of  Malawi,  the  late  Robert 
Maxwell  and  my  dear  friend 
Moharrtcd  A1  Fayed. 

Senior  Tories  are  mortified: 
some  individuals  in  Central  Office 
are  gleeful.  But  yesterday.  Wise 
was  keeping  calm:  “This  is  an 
entirely  private  matter  related  to 
something  that  happened  several 
rears  ago  and  has  nothing  whatso¬ 
ever  to  do  with  my  job  here." 


nor  the  v.rnng  sort  nf  s now,  but 
sheep.  Paddington  confirms  that 
train «  from  H  ales  were  delayet! 
yesterday  after  a  flock  wandered 
onto  the  line  at  Wtmitun  Bassett, 
west  of  Swindon.  A  wnnlh-  excuse. 


time,  arc  Nocking  motorways 
across  France.  This,  after  the 
Channel  Tunnel firv.  has  left  lorry- 
loads  of  the  wine  unable  to  reach 
Britain  today  for  Beaujolais  nou¬ 
veau  day.  On  the  positive  side,  a 
few  more  days  may  give  the  stuff 
time  to  improve. 


D  I  A  R  Y  I  No  ferrets 


Keep  it  brief 


GOOD  NEWS:  Rachel  Lawrence, 
daughter  of  Sir  Ivan  Lawrence,  the 


bristling  MP  for  Burton,  has  been 
voted  Achiever  of  the  }ear  a:  the 
Cystic  Fibrosis  Research  Trust's 
annual  awards  at  tile  Dorchester. 
Mis*.  Lawrence,  who  suffers  from 
the  condition,  is  a  practising  bar¬ 
rister.  She  was  proposed  by  ar.  old 
school  friend.  Samantha  Walker, 
who.  cosily  enough,  is  Sir  Ivan's  re¬ 
searcher.  “I  hups  her  award  will 
i  nspi  re  her  to  push  a  couple  cf  Ch  a¬ 
nel  suits  my  way,"  said  M: *s  \\  alk* 
it.  Sir  Ivan,  a  fiinr.  backbench 
presence,  is  tickled.  “Rechri  is  ex¬ 
tremely  talented  and  certainly 
makes  much  shorter  speeches  than 
1  do."  Sir  Ivan  holds  the  record  for 
the  longest  speech  in  Parliament 
this  century. 


SIR  EDWARD  Heath,  a  mean  tip¬ 
pler  in  his  day.  has  secured  a  polit¬ 
ical  triumph  to  be  proud  of  (at  last). 
He  has  saved  a  22h-yeur«jfo  pub  in 
bis  constituency.  Old  Bexley  and 
Sidcup.  from  being  renamed  the 


Ferrer  and  Trouser-leg.  Its 
creaking  inn  sign  will  remain  Guy, 
the  Earl  of  Warwick. 

Sir  Edward  started  his  cam¬ 
paign  of  resistance  in  August, 
and  has  just  been  rewarded  with 
a  letter  from  the  brewery  saying  no 
change  of  name  is  now  piarmed. 
Sir  Edward  says:  “This  particular 
crass  and  vulgar  proposal  has 
been  shelved.  The  people  of  Well¬ 
ing  will  now  be  spared  the  indigni¬ 
ty  of  going  to  the  Ferret  and 
Trouser-leg  merely  because  they 
wish  to  enjoy  an  innocent  pint." 
The  threat  of  half-litres  remains. 


Sot  leaves  on  the  line  this  time. 


"You're  on  a  free 
transfer.  Hoggins” 


•  Far  any  md-hraces  types  still 
left  over  from  the  Eighties,  for¬ 
get  drinking  Bcdujotais  nouveau 
for  the  next  few  days.  The  French 
unions,  transport  workers  this 


Helping  hand 


Radieb  short  and  sweet 


N  EW  YORK'S  early  morning  com¬ 
muters  had  a  rare  treat  recent¬ 
ly.  courtesy  of  the  Manhattan  re¬ 
fuse  collection  services  and  Honor 
Fraser,  model  and  the  best  thing 
to  come  nut  of  Scotland  since 
shortbread.  The  incident  occurred 
when  Miss  Fraser  was  shooting  a 
promotional  video  for  Tuesday's 
launch  of  the  1997  Pirelli  calendar, 
one  of  the  less  tiresome  events  for 
the  male  diarist 
She  was  strolling  down  the 
street  when  a  refuse  truck  dumped 
its  load  right  in  front  or  her..  Wfth- 
out  a  moment's  hesitation.  Miss ' 
Fraser  bent  down  and  began, help¬ 
ing  the  dustman  clean  up.  hurling 
the  bags  into  die  hopper.  "All  the 


Honouring  Pirelli 


other  models  turned  pafe,-  said  the 
video’s  director.  Miss  Fraser’s 
grandfather  was.  after  all.  Lord 
Loyat.  D-Day  hero  and  legendary 
laird.  "  : 
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my  lords 
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Giles  Woi-sley  on 


today’s  vote  about 


the  station’s  fate 


t; 


he  technical  clauses  of  complex  ^ 
parliamentary  Bills  are  so, •  . 

_  min d-n um bingly  boring  and  ; 
obscure  that  they  are  seldom  read  *  .  .* 

with  the  attention  they  deserve.  That.  * '  . 

is  the  only  reason  I  can  see  why  one  of 

the  most  insidious  threats  to  Britain's 
historic  buildings  since  the  demob-  ... 
tion  of  the  Euston  Arch  should  be  ...... 

stealthily  creeping  through  Parlia-  , 
ment  almost  completely  unnoticed.- 

St  Pancras  Station,  is  only  a  few  -  *  . 
hundred  yards  from  that  late,  la¬ 
mented  arch.  For  years  it  lay  dirty'-'  ; 
and  neglected,  victim  to  British  Rail’s. 
undisguised  desire  to  knock  it  down,  ...  - 
But  times  change.  Today,  with  its  .  . 
brightly  coloured  brickwork  gleam-  .. 
ing  in  the  sun.  St  Pancras  is  the*  *. 
maiden  aunt  of  Britain’s  historic  - 
buildings,  eccentric  but  much  loved.  . 

Quite  rightly  it  is  listed  Grade  r.  So 
you  might  think  that  St  Pancras  was  1 
safe.  You  would  be  wrong.  /■  r 

The  Channel  Tunnel  Rail  Link  Bill  . 
has  its  third  and  final  reading  in  the'  .... 
House  of  Lends  this  evening,  and  if  it  • 
goes  through  unamended,  the  future  •’* 
of  St  Pancras  will  be  very  uncertain.  ■ ' 

The  same  will  be  true  of  any  other;"  1 
historic  building  that  might  subse- 
quently  be  .threatened  by  a  similar  r 

development  project  .  ..  ■. 

That  St  Pancras  should  have  been  ' . 
chosen  as  the  terminal  for  the  new . 
high-speed  rail  link  to  the  Channel -  * 
TYrnnel  is  excellent  news.  After  years.1  : 
of  sad  underuse,  it  will  at  last  have  a';  ' ' '  1 
role  that  suits  its  dignity.  What  better  •  v 
way  could  there  be  to  hail  the  new: 
railway  age  than  to  bring  the  high-.  ,  . 
speed  train  to  rest  under  the  arch  of  . 
William  Barlow’s  great  train  shed,  ' 
universally  regarded  as  one  of  the 
triumphs  of  Victorian  engineering? 

The  trouble  is  that  if  the  Bill  is 
passed  as  it  stands,  we  have  no  idea 
what  St  Pancras  will  look  like  when 
the  first  train  arrives.  In  an  unprece¬ 
dented  move,  the  Government  has 
not  only  removed  works  at  St  Pancras 
from  normal  listed  building  control, 
buf  has  also  abandoned  its  own;.,,, 
ultimate  power  to  deride  whether .V'J. 
major  aspects  of  proposed  alterations  ;;  r '  “ 
are  acceptable.  -'ur.v  :. 

Adapting  a  Victorian  railway  sta- 
tipn  to  the  demands  of  the  21st  cen-  .  i 
tury  wiU  not  be  easy.-The  train  shed  : . 
will  have  to  be  more  than  doubled  in  ^ 
electric  gantries  and  security  _7. 


MADNESS  IN 
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size, 


barriers  will  have  to  be  installed,  and 
escalators  and  Check-in  facilities  will 
be  needed  to  :  cope  with  the  vast 
increase  in  passengers. 

The  superb  restoration  and  exten¬ 
sion  of  Liverpool  Street  shows  that  a 
station  can. actually  be  enhanced  as 
modern  -  engineering demands  are 
met  if  the  building  is  treated  with 
sensitivity  arid  respect.  The  St  Pan¬ 
cras  developers  London  and  Conti¬ 
nental  have  made  ringing  declara¬ 
tions  of  good  intent  but  what 
happens  to  die  station  will  be  left  in 
their  unfettered  hands.  Who  can  say 
How  the  designs  may  change  when 
finance  proves  tight  or  time  presses? 
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While  there  is  a  procedure  for 
agreeing  plans  with  Eng¬ 
lish  Heritage  and  Camden, 
the  focal  authority,  key  areas  of  work 
are  specifically  excluded.  No  objec¬ 
tions  to  any  plans  for  demolition  to 
dear  space  for  machinery  of  station 
equipment,  or  to  the  position  or  size 
of  any  other  parts  of  the  station,  apart  -h • 
from  the  shops,  need  be  heeded.  This  ■  - 

would  mean,  for  instance,  that  they 
would  have  no  amtrol  over  the 
design  of  the  northern  extension  of 
the  train  shed  or  the  extent  of 
demolition  of  the 'ornate -western - 
flank  of  the  building,  nor  over  the 
internal  appearance  of  the  station. 

All  that  would  restrain  the  develop¬ 
ers  are  the  “Planning  and  Heritage 
Minimum  Requirements",  which 
consist  of  little  more  than  vague 
statements  such  as  “the  open  nature 
and  spatial  integrity  of  St  Pancras 
train  shed  will  be  substantially 
retained" 

This  unprecedented  situation  has 
pome- about  because  the  Bill'  is  a' 
flagship  Private  Finance  Initiative.  - 
The  Departments  of  Transport  and  •*,„ 
the  Environment  are  determined  that  . 

anything  which  might  put  off  poten¬ 
tial  investors  should  be  bulldozed  out'. 

Of  *e  way.  And  the  Department  of 

H™ge*  which  should 
z*  e  fitting  conservation’s ' 
a>rner,  is  for  too  w«k  a  department-  . 

hi]?11  S?  W  °PPosition  to  these  two: Cr'i!  . 
nravy-hittmg  ministries.  up;  ..  "*  , 

Jb  a  Government  committed  »/  '  ''  ' 

deregulation,  the  continuing  strength  ■  '  ’’x  '  ;' 
of  ronsemtion  legislation  stands  ''"■■■■  ■ 

^  something  of  an  anomaly.  Are  the 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


BOMB  SCARE 


labour  can  turn  Tory  tax  attacks  to  its  advantage 


Like  First  World  War  generals,  the  Conser¬ 
vative  leadership  believes  in  heavy  prelimi¬ 
nary  bombardment  before  battle  is  formally 1 
joined  The  deployment  of  the  "fax 'tomb-' 
shell"  barrage  against  Labour  folly  six 
months  before  the  Government’s  preferred 
election  date  is  intended  to  damage  the 
reputation  for  fiscal  prudence  cultivated  by 
Gordon  Brown.  The  Conservatives’  attack 
has  been  eclipsed  by  the  suggestion  that  they 
have  been  maladroit  in  seeking  to  enlist  the 
authority  of  the  Cabinet  Secretary  for  their 
analysis  of  Labour’s  spending  pledges.  In 
the  short  term,  the  confusion  has  blunted  the 
thrust  of  a  Tory  assault  on  a  front  where 
Labour  is  still  vulnerable.  In  the  longterm, 
however ,  by  attacking  in  such  derail  and  so  - 
early,  by  using  bombardment  rather  than 
blitzkrieg,  the  Tories  may  actually;  like  the 
Great  War  generals,  be  giving  their  oppo¬ 
nents  time  to  strengthen  their  defences. 

.  New  Labour  protests  it  will  not  embark  on  - 
a  tax  and  spend  programme.  Indeed 
Gordon  Brown  has  dared  to  present  himself 
as,  if  anything,  even  tighter  with  the 
chequebook  than  Kenneth  Clarke.  But  Mr 
Brown’s  party  still  flirtatiously  hints  to  the 
cectorate  that  certain  spending  “aspira¬ 
tions"  win  be  indulged.  The  Shadow 
Chancellor  has,  himself,  been  rigorous  in  his 
insistence  that  every  explicit  spending  - 
commitment  be  matched  by  an  equivalent 
expenditure  cut  or  funded  out  of  already- 
announced  tax  changes.  His  plans  to  deal 
j  with  youth  unemployment  are  predicated  on 
income  from  a  windfall  tax  on  the  privatised 
utilities.  Proposals  to  reduce  class  sizes  will 
be  paid  for  with  money  it  is  hoped  will  be 
released  by  the;  abolition  of  the  Assisted 
Places  Scheme.  Other  Labour  positions 
have,  however,  not  been  so  cautiously 
circumscribed.  - 

The  Tory  dossier  published  yesterday  lists  • 
a  series  of  pronouncements  which,  while 


falling -short  of  absolute  commitments,  are 
intended  to  give  tire  impression  of  open- 
handedness  in  office. 'With  plans  to  give 
London  its  own  authority, '  to  set  up  a 
network  erf  women’s,  refoges  and  to  change 
benefit  rules  to  make  it  easier  for  the 
unemployed  to  study.  Labour  has  policies 
which  may  have  attractions  but  also  carry 
price  tags.  Mr  Brown  may  argue  that  no 
policies  should  be  considered  commitments 
until,  they  appear  in  the  manifesto  but  his 
colleagues  cannot  resist  tantalising  the 
votere.  The  Tories  are  right  to  argue  Labour 
is  playing  the  coquette  even  as  it  straps  on 
the  chastity  belt  But  then  the  Conservatives 
are  not  wholly  virtuous  either. 

It  is  mischievous  to  seta  figure  of  £3,700 
million  as  the  cost  to  the  taxpayer  of  a 
minimum  wage  when  Labour  have  said 
they  will  not  set  its  level  until  after 
=.  consulting  with  employers  and  workers.  Yet 
-  the  Tories  are  performing  a  public  service  by 
attempting  to  draw  attention  to  the  potential 
impact  of  some  of  Labours  policies.  Mr 
'  Brown  and  his  colleagues  wil]  now  be  under 
greater  pressure  to  explain  which  kites  they 
have  flown  are  to  became  commitments  they 
will  honour. 

Given  the  unhappy  history  of  Shadow 
Budgets  it  is  understandable  that  Gordon 
Brown  should  want  to  take  as  much  time  as 
possible  to  refine  his  preposed  new  tax 
regime  before  unveiling  it  He  should, 
however,  show  his  hand  as  quickly  as 
possible  after  next  week’s  Budget  If  he  is  to 
win  tiie  argument  for  change  he  cannot 
leave  matters  too,  late.  Voters  must  be 
.persuaded  that  any  increase  at'  the  upper 
endof  income  tax  wiH  not  damage  incentives 
and  even  depress  revenues.  It  is  not  enough 
for  Labour  to  dismissToiy  assumptions  as 
"Ties",  if  the  Opposition  are  to  overcame  the 
history  of  past  mistrust  they  must  take  the  , 
public  more  fully  into  their  trust.  j 


MADNESS  IN  MINSK 

Belarus  deserves  better  than  Lukashenko 


Of  all  the  former  Soviet  republics,  none  has 
a  more  dismal  post-Soviet  history  than 
Belarus.  From  the  moment  it  reluctantly 
declared  independence,  this  featureless  land 
between  Poland  and  Russia  has  floundered 
in  its  search  for  a  new  identity  and  a  new 
political  and  economic  system.  After  half¬ 
hearted  and  ineffective  attempts  at  economic 
reform,  the  country  wa s  already  jailing  far 
behind  other  former  communist  countries 
when  it  elected  Aleksandr  Lukashenko,  as 
President  in  1994.  Since  then  its  slide  has 
*een  precipitous.  The  former  communist 
collective  farm chairman,  a  populist  dema¬ 
gogue,  has  made  no  secret  of  his  determ¬ 
ination  to  take  Belarus  backto  a  Soviet-style 
past  controlled  prices,  one-party  leadership, 
a  censored  press  and  repression  of  demo¬ 
crats.  independent  thinkers  and  all  human 
rights  campaigners. 

Mr  Lukashenko  has  largely  had  his  own 
way  in  turning  Belarus  back  into  a  classic 
Soviet  republic.  Never  hesitating  .to  use  the 
thugs  of  the  former  local  KGB  to  intimidate 
his  opponents,  he  has  muzzled  the  press, 
closed  radio  stations,  hailed  privatisation, 
ordered  .the  arrest  of  political  enemies, 
ignored  parliament  and  denounced  demo¬ 
cratic  elections.  Belarus  has  discarded  its 
post-independence  symbols,  banned  in¬ 
dependent  trade  unions,  embraced  the  cause 

of  reunion  with  Russia,  and  saluted  the 
armed  forces  who  shot  down  two  American 
air  balloon  pilots  taking  pan  in  a  race  last 
year.  Most  alarmingly,  he  is  now  threaten¬ 
ing  to  hold  on  to  the  former  Soviet  republic’s 
nuclear  weapons  as  a  way  of  forcing  Nato  to 
abandon  its  plans  for  enlargement 

Yet  still  Mr  Lukashenko  hankers  for  more 
authority.  He  has  called  a  referendum  on 
Sunday  on  whether  he  should  be  granted  the 


land  of  enabling  powers  that  Hitler  de¬ 
manded  a  month  after  coming  to  power  in 
1933.  He  wants  voters  to  approve  a  two-year 
extension  to  his  mandate,  further  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  press  and  political  opponents 
and  the  authority  to  make  decisions  un¬ 
checked  by  any  other  organ  of  power. 

Cowed  opponents  and  a  generally  docile 
population  have  had  enough:  this  week  they 
have  taken  to  the  streets,  risking  a  severe 
beating  from  the  police.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  resigned,  and  Semyon  Sharetsky,  the 
speakerof  the  parliament  and  main  oppo¬ 
sition  leader,  has  demanded  the  referendum 
be  scrapped.  Western  governments  have 
protested  strongly,  but  have  little  leverage: 
Western  aid  has  dwindled  to  a  trickle.  Mr 
Lukashenko  listens  to  no  one  but  those  in  the 
Kremlin  with  whom  he  would  like  to  reunite 
his  country. 

The  Russians  were  at  first  flattered  by  the 
obsequious  flattery  from  Minsk  and  were 
willing  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  squalid 
regime  in  their  back  yard.  But  reformers  are 
increasingly  worried  that  re-integration, 
especially  any  renewed  monetary  union 
with  a  country  politically  and  economically 
out  of  control,  would  drag  Russia  down.  Mr 
Yeltsin’s  own  tolerance  of  Mr  Lukashenko 
dwindled  after  his  overt  support  for  Mr 
Yeltsin's  communist  opponent  in  June.  Now 
the  Russians  are  urging  both  sides  in  Minsk 
to  avoid  confrontation  and  attend  peace 
talks  in  Smolensk.  Typically,  Mr 
Lukashenko  has  refused.  His  paranoia, 
daily  fed  by  aides  reporting  on  his  oppo¬ 
nents,  brings  a  bloody  showdown  nearer. 
The  West  can  do  little;  but  Moscow  must 
now  cast  adrift  this  petty  would-be  dictator 
who  threatens  complete  ruin  for  his  be¬ 
leaguered  country. 


CITIZEN  ARMY 

Repeat  after  me:  rivis  Gaflus  sum 


wnced  by  President  Jacques  umrap 
lition  of  crmscription  and  drastic 
je  of  the  French  armed  forces. 
I  latrines  and  drill  parades  may  not 
*n  the  most  uplifting  course  ^of 
on  on  Gallic  republican  values  for 
jnscript,  but  the  system  at  least 
>ed  that  a  high  proportion  of  young 
nen  had  some  contact  with  the  State 
vison  d'etre.  But  while  parang  the 
L  a  diet  and  reorganising  tt  for  the 
es  of  a  new  century  make  good 
sense  and  help  cut  public  expen- 


St^?France  is  busy  Hying  to  ait 
rder  to  be  at  the  roi^z-wjor 

^xjonetary  union-  The  “citizen 
s-  ro  which  young  Freni*  men 

n  will  now  be  summoned  will  give 
i  new  academic  discipline,  con- 
■ics.  The  course  of  instructions 
e  and  value  mixed  with  a  little 


and  tradition.  Inculcating  rights  and  duties, 
as  numerous  voices  have  argued  in  Britain 
over  the  past  few  weeks,  remains  a  vital  and 
neglected  duty  of  a  society.  But  how  on  earth 
will  anyone. ever  agree  on  a  curriculum 
lasting  a  week?  The  French  school  system 
has  had  enough  trouble  with  issues  of 
spiritual-  education  and  dress  regulation 
raised  by  the  several  million  Muslims  in 
France.  Will  Andre  Malraux,  the  latest 
cultural  icon  to  be  rescued  by  the  present 
Government,  go  jn  and  out  of  fashion  as 
GaulJisls  go  in  and  out  of  the  Elysee?  Or  will 
the  hapless  instructors  confine  themselves  to 
-  enumerating  the  up4o-date.  tariff  of  pen¬ 
alties  for  ignoring  a  traffic  light? 

What  should  the  citizens  of  tomorrow  be 
told  about  the  State  itself?  President  Chirac’s 
Prime  Minister  ,  has  reminded  France  re¬ 
cently  of  the  central  importance  of  the  nation 
state.  Yet  the  Government  headed  by  both 
men  is  sauntering  gaily  towards  a  single 
currency  which  will  do  more  to  usurp  that 
State  than  anything  except  aimed  invasion. 
The  French  Government  is  bang  urged  to 
organise  civic  education  to  nurture  soda] 
stability.  President  Chirac,  in  common  with 
politicians  as  diverse  as  John  Major,  Tony 
Blair  and  Bill  Clinton,  seeks  to  strengthen 
dvic  bonds.  Yet  France  promotes  supra¬ 
national  .  government  in  Europe  which 
we&eris  ite  most  legitimate  and  solid  form 
of  government  currently  in  existence  in 
Europe^  national  government  This  is  a 
paradox  which  the  young  citizens  of  tomor¬ 
row  might  like  to  take  up  with  thefr  teachers. 
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Britain’s  pubs  and  brewers  at  risk 


Safely  lessons  of 
the  tunnel  fire 

From  'Brigadier  John  Constant 

Sir,  In  1970,  when  we  were  conducting 
die  feasibility  study  fora  fixed  link  be¬ 
tween  Britain  and  "France  (reports, 
article,  leading  article,  November  20), 
we  discussed  all  foreseeable  emergen¬ 
cies  with  the  appropriate  authorities 
on  both  sides  of  the  Channel,  and 
every  conceivable  safety  measure  was 
considered  in  great  depth 

Our  conclusions  for  the  shuttle  ser¬ 
vice  included  dosed  single-decker 
wagons  for  heavy  goods  vehicles,  as 
for  file  double-decker  car  wagons. 

In.  situations  like  that  on  Monday, 
we  envisaged  that  the  train  would 
keep  going  for  the  short  period  (ap¬ 
proximately  11  minutes  in  this  case) 
until  clou-  of  the  tunnel  at  its  for  end, 
when  the  emergency  services  would 
be  better  able  to  tackle  the  fire  in  the 
sealed  wagon,  and  the  smoke  would 
have  been  contained  in  it. 

Now,  it  appears  that  urgent  consid¬ 
eration  should  once  more  be  given  to 
file  measures  outlined  above.  I  feel 
sure  that  their  cost  would  be  less  than 
that  now  likely  for  the  repairs  both  to 
the  tunnel  itself  and  to  Eurotunnel’s 
reputation. 

However,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  a  similar  fire  in  a  ship,  or  on  a 
crowded  street,  might  also  prove  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  further  consideration 
must  be  given  to  the  widespread  use 
and  carriage  of  hazardous  materials. 

Yours  foithfully, 

J.  CONSTANT  (Head  of 
Channel  Tunnel  Engineering. 
Ministry  of  Transport,  1968-71). 

The  River  Cottage.  Coombe  Road, 
Dartmouth,  South  Devon. 

November  20. 


From  the  Chairman  of  the 
Independent  Family  Brewers 
of  Britain  and  others 

Sir,  The  future  of  Britain’s  local  pubs, 
and  of  the  UK  brewers  on  whom  they 
largely  depend,  will  remain  in  jeopar¬ 
dy  for  so  long  as  UK  government  tax 
policy  continues  to  militateagainst  us 
and  our  fellow  UK  brewers. 

For  far  too  long  this  and  preceding 
governments,  in  an  effort  to  subsidise 
cuts  on  direct  taxation,  have  instituted 
high  increases  in  indirect  taxation  on 
alcohol  and  other  excise  goods. 

Such  a  policy  discriminates  against 
alcohol,  which  competes  in  a  fiercely 
competitive  leisure  market  we  pay 
VAT  on  most  products,  but  on  alcohol 
we  pay  VAT  on  top  of  excise. 

Ever  since  Britain  signed  up  io  the 
Treaty  of  Rome  in  1973  member  gov¬ 
ernments  have  been  obliged  to  work 
towards  fiscal  harmony;  but  succes¬ 
sive  administrations  have  pursued 
conflicting  strategies,  and  the  advent 
of  the  Single  Market  in  1993.  encour¬ 
aging  a  huge  trade  (both  legal  and  il  le¬ 
gal)  in  cross-border  shopping,  was  a 
disaster  for  pubs  and  breweries. 

Increasing  excise  duty  over  a  period 
of  time  has  inevitably  increased  the 
divergence  with  our  European  part¬ 
ners.  The  Single  Market  demands  a 
single  fiscal  policy  and  a  uniform  ex¬ 
cise  rate. 

As  representatives  of  the  38  mem¬ 
bers  of  toe  Independent  Family  Brew¬ 
ers  of  Britain  we  believe  it  is  the  duty 
of  Government  to  protea  and  pro¬ 
mote  our  long-established  industry, 
and  that  this  domestic  issue  must  now 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  Brus¬ 
sels. 

Tomorrow,  therefore,  we  will  de¬ 


liver  a  petition  to  Sir  Jack  Stewart- 
Clark.  MEP,  a  vice-president  of  the 
European  Parliament,  asking  for  the 
European  Commission  to  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  wide  differences  Ln  exrise 
duty  between  ELI  member  states  on 
alcoholic  beverages  in  general,  and 
beer  in  particular. 

Our  petition  will  spell  out  our  con¬ 
viction  that  these  differences  distort 
competition,  encourage  fraud  and  cri¬ 
minal  activity,  result  in  loss  of  revenue 
to  Governments,  and  cause  loss  of 
jobs  in  vulnerable  regions. 

We  are  also  convinced  that  the  need 
for  a  move  towards  both  fiscal  har¬ 
mony  and  excise  harmony  should  be 
brought  to  toe  attention  of  toe  Euro¬ 
pean  Finance  Ministers  at  their  bian¬ 
nual  meeting  in  December. 

Yours  faithfully. 

A.  G.  F.  FULLER. 

Chairman,  Independent 
Family  Brewers  of  Britain. 

C.  M.  BRAIN. 

S.  A.  Brain  &  Co  Ud. 

R.  A.  S.  EVERARD. 

Everards  Brewery  Dd. 

R.  W.  D.  HANSON. 

Hardys  &  Hansons  pic, 

R.  H.  B.  NEAME. 

Shepherd  Ntame  Ltd, 

CHRISTOPHER  POPE. 

Eldridge  Pope  &  Co  pic. 

P.  B.  ROBINSON. 

Frederic  Robinson  Ud, 

JOHN  WELLS. 

Charles  Wells  Ud. 

JOHN  YOUNG. 

Young  &  Co’s  Brewery  pic. 
c/o  Fuller.  Smith  &  Turner  pic, 
Griffin  Brewery. 

Chiswick.  W4. 

November  20. 


Monetary  union 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
Anthony  Ralston 

Sir,  Bernard  Connolly  (“Kenneth 
Clarke's  Faustian  pari”.  November  8) 
is  probably  correct  that  “a  govern¬ 
ment  that  is  pan  of  a  monetary  union 
will  have  to  balance  its  budget".  But 
the  implications  of  this  would  be  less 
disastrous  than  he  implies. 

Many  American  states  are  bound 
by  their  state  constitutions  to  balance 
their  budgets  every  year.  Does  this 
make  them  either  more  fiscally  res¬ 
ponsible  or  more  constrained  than  the 
federal  government  which  has  no 
such  restriction?  No.  indeed. 

There  are  many  “creative"  ways  to 
avoid  the  constraint  of  a  balanced 
budget.  The  most  commonly  used  of 
these  in  the  United  States  is  to  sell 
bonds.  Want  to  buDd  a  new  road?  Sell 
a  transport  bond  which  won’t  affect 
the  budget  until  interest  and  principal 
have  to  be  repaid.  Want  to  build  a  new 
government  building?  Sell  a  construc¬ 
tion  braid,  etc. 

You  can  be  sure  that  any  British 
government  would  find  a  variety  of 
techniques  to  get  around  the  restric¬ 
tion  of  a  balanced  budget 

Sincerely. 

ANTHONY  RALSTON 
(Academic  visitor.  Department  of 
Computing,  Imperial  College  of 
Science.  Technology  and  Medicine), 
Flat  4,  Albert  Court. 

58  Prince  Consort  Road.  SW7. 
November  8. 


Architects  of  history 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
Luke  Herrmann 

Sir,  It  is  good  to  learn  that  the  Sir  John 
Soane’s  Museum  in  London  will  be 
able  to  acquire  No  14  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  thanks  to  a  timely  lottery  grant 
(report,  November  15). 

The  consequent  expansion  will  cer¬ 
tainly  further  its  founder’s  aim  to  en¬ 
courage  the  study  of  architecture  and 
of  architectural  history.  However,  the 
present  curator  was  wrong  in  claim¬ 
ing  Soane  as  “the  first  and  greatest 
professor  of  architecture  in  England” 
There  were  in  fact  two  earlier  profes¬ 
sors  of  architecture  at  the  Royal  Acad¬ 
emy;  Thomas  Sandby,  from  its  found¬ 
ation  in  1768  to  1798,  and  George 
Dance,  from  1798  to  1805.  Dance  was 
succeeded  by  Soane,  who  was  profes¬ 
sor  from  1806  to  1837. 

Soane  was  definitely  not  toe  first 
professor.  Whether  he  was  toe  great¬ 
est  is  a  matter  of  opinion  —  the  roll- 
call  of  his  19th-century  successors  in¬ 
cludes  C.  R.  Cockerell,  Sir  George  Gil¬ 
bert  Scott  and  George  Edmund  Strew. 

Yours  faithfully. . 

LUKE  HERRMANN, 

The  Coombes,  Sibberloft, 

Market  Harbor ough,  Leicestershire. 
November  15. 


Two  minutes’  silence 

From  Mr  N.  J.  Inkley 

Sir.  In  calling  for  an  end  to  the  Re¬ 
membrance  Day  ritual,  Mr  Les  Hol¬ 
ley  (letter.  November  16)  says  that 
those  who  remain  do  not  need  silence 
or  ceremony  to  remember  their  loved 
ones.  . 

We  all  remain,  Mr  Holley,  or  ai 
least  we  all  remain  as  we  are.  thanks 
to  those  past  sacrifices. 

Yours  faithfully. 

NEIL  INKLEY, 

6  Knot  Lane,  Walton-le-Dale, 

Preston.  Lancashire. 

November  16. 
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Astrology  and  belief 

From  the  Suffragan  Bishop  of  Repton 

Sir.  Nigella  Lawson,  in  “Astrology 
and  the  need  to  believe"  (November 
13)  has  surely  committed  a  philosophi¬ 
cal  solecism. 

The  answer  to  toe  question  whether 
the  Universe  originated  by  accident  or 
by  design  is  that  we  don’t  know.  Belief 
m  God  and  atheism  are  both  irratio¬ 
nal.  in  toe  sense  that  they  are  beyond 
reason:  both  positions  require  a  leap 
of  faith.  Astrology,  however,  is  irratio¬ 
nal  in  the  sense  that  it  is  unscientific. 

Yours  faithfully, 
tHENRY  REFTON. 

The  Diocese  of  Derby, 

Repton  House. 

Lea.  Matlock.  Derbyshire. 

From  the  Bishop  of  Rochester 

Sir.  I  am  grateful  to  Nigella  Lawson 
for  her  sympathetic  review  of  our  re¬ 
port.  77ie  Search  for  Faith  0  Witness 
for  the  Church.  She  is  wrong,  howev¬ 
er.  about  toe  relation  between  faith 
and  reason. 

Christians  have  always  held  that  re¬ 
velation  and  reason  belong  together. 
Reason  leads  us  to  a  knowledge  of 
God  through  awareness  of  the  natural 
world  (Including  our  own  nature  as 
self-conscious  beings).  Revelation 
leads  to  a  knowledge  of  God  as  per¬ 
sonal.  loving  and  suffering. 

Credo  ut  intelligam  (I  believe  so 
that  I  may  understand)  has  ever  been 
the  motto  of  the  Church. 

Yours  faithfully, 
tMICHAEL  ROFFEN:, 

Bishopscoun.  Rochester,  Kent 
November  14. 


From  Mr  Lloyd  Caldwell 

Sir.  Nigella  Lawson  condemns  astro¬ 
logy  because  it  is  an  offence  against 
science.  A  pity.  then,  that  her  own  sci¬ 
ence  is  somewhat  lacking. 

“And  since  the  obstetrician  or  mid¬ 
wife  exerts  60,000  times  more  gravita¬ 
tional  force  on  the  baby  being  bom 
than  the  nearest  planet  ...”  she 
writes.  My  own  calculations  show,  by 
contrast,  that  our  moon  (toe  nearest 
“planet"  in  the  terminology-  of  astrolo¬ 
gers)  exerts  about  6500  times  more 
gravitational  force  than  would  a  12- 
stone  midwife  at  a  distance  of  one 
metre. 

More  to  tlte  point,  how  many  astrol¬ 
ogers  assert  that  the  significance  of  a 
planet  for  human  life  is  a  consequence 
of  its  gravitational  attraction?  Few.  if 
any. 

Yours  faithfully. 

LLOYD  CALDWELL. 

44  Byron  Avenue. 

Camberley.  Surrey. 

November  14. 

From  Mr  T.  J.  Smith 

Sir.  Nigella  Lawson  has  written  an 
enjoyable  and  well  reasoned  essay  on 
why  we  believe  —  but  with  one  impor¬ 
tant  fault  in  the  logic. 

Faith  is  not  toe  opposite  of  reason 
(or  science).  Else  there  would  be  no 
scientists  who  believe  in  God.  As  it 
happens,  millions  do.  Faith  is  toe  opp¬ 
osite  of  doubt,  not  reason.  After  all.  we 
all  have  good  reason  for  our  faith. 

Yours, 

T.  J.  SMITH  (engineer). 

5  Raymond  Avenue, 

South  Woodford.  E1B. 

November  13. 


Daycare  for  children 

From  Dr  Gillian  Pugh 

Sir.  Allan  Levy,  QC  (Law,  November 
12),  reviews  toe  first  five  years  of  the 
Children  Act  and  concludes,  having 
focused  on  children  in  court  proceed¬ 
ings,  that  toe  Art  is,  in  the  main,  a  suc¬ 
cess. 

One  aspect  of  the  Act  he  was  not 
able  to  mention  concerns  daycare  for 
young  children  under  the  age  of  eight: 
these  children,  in  playgroups,  nurser¬ 
ies  and  with  childminders,  are  a  far 
larger  group  than  any  other  to  be  af¬ 
fected  by  toe  Acf. 

The  original  guidance  in  the  Act  on 
standards  of  daycare  was  widely  wel¬ 
comed  by  toe  childcare  community. 
Yet.  as  the  Government  has  attempted 
to  stimulate  the  growth  of  daycare  to 
enable  parents,  mainly  mothers,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  labour  market,  standards 


have  been  diluted. 

In  the  current  moral  debate,  which 
has  included  questions  about  toe  care 
and  education  of  young  children,  pub¬ 
lic  disquiet  about  toe  effect  of  early 
nursery  care  is  understandable.  Re¬ 
peated  research  has  shown,  however, 
that  there  are  no  ill  effects,  and  many 
benefits,  of  nursery  care,  provided 
standards  are  high. 

As  Government  develops  its  policy 
on  childcare,  employment  and  family 
life,  we  urge  it  to  make  a  positive  poli¬ 
tical  commitment  to  toe  Children  Act 
and  to  high-quality  daycare  provision 
For  young  children  as  a  support  to  par¬ 
ents  and  family  life. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GILLIAN  PUGH 

(Director.  Early  Childhood  Unit), 

National  Children’s  Bureau. 

8  Wakley  Street.  EC1. 

November  14. 


Church  freehold 

From  the  Vicar  of  Kesgrave 

Sir,  Whenever  some  short-term  diffi¬ 
culty  arises  over  clerical  conduct,  as  at 
Lincoln,  it  is  not  long  before  someone 
suggests  (the  Reverend  Andrew  de 
Berry’s  letter.  November  II)  that  the 
freehold  be  “swept  aside". 

The  Anglican  ethos  of  a  "middle 
way”  would  be  quickly  lost  if  the  cler¬ 
gy,  whether  in  cathedrals  or  in  parish 
life,  bad  to  depend  for  their  position 
essentially  on  the  permission  of  their 
bishops  or  thrir  congregations.  The 
freehold  has  enabled  individual  cler¬ 
gy  to  sustain  a  faithful  ministiy  of  ser¬ 
vice  when  faring  hostility  in  the 
Church  or  from  elsewhere. 

As  Mr  de  Berry  himself  says,  the 
Church’s  new-  logo  and  councils  are 
likely  to  create  only  “a  semblance  of 
modernity”  Knocking  down  the  free¬ 
hold  would  be  part  of  that  same  exer¬ 
cise. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  HARES, 

The  Vicarage, 

Kesgrave,  Ipswich.  Suffolk. 

November  11. 


What’s  in  a  name? 

From  Mrs  Clare  Blight 

Sir.  Tim  Wilson  (letter.  November  HI 
is  despondent  that  his  name  affords 
him  no  literary  distinction. 

Had  he  adopted  toe  surname  of  his 
spouse  —  as  1  carelessly  did  upon 
marriage  —  he  might  be  making  a  dif¬ 
ferent  complain i. 

Yours  faithfully. 

CLARE  BLIGHT, 

The  Bam.  Church  Lane, 

Clyst  St  Mary,  Exeter,  Devon. 
November  14. 

From  Mr  Jonathan  Rice 

Sir.  Dr  Wilson  has  my  sympathy.  All  I 
have  to  do  to  get  a  letter  printed  in 
your  columns  is  to  wait  for  a  cereal 
crop  failure  in  the  Far  East. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JONATHAN  RICE, 

47  BrockhiU  Road. 

Hythe,  Kent. 

November  15. 
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Charges  policy  at 
British  Museum 

From  Sir  Robert  Sainsbury 

Sir.  As  Chairman  of  Trustees  of  the 
Tate  Gallery  in  1973 1  lost  a  battle  with 
the  then  Prime  Minister.  Edward 
Heath,  regarding  toe  imposition  of  an 
entrance  charge  and.  on  January  2. 
1974  (1  was  no  longer  a  trustee),  a 
charge  was  announced,  operational 
from  three  months  later.  However, 
when  toe  Government  fell,  one  of  the 
first  acts  of  the  incoming  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  to  restore  free  entry. 

1  am  now  deeply  saddened  to  learn 
(“The  high  cost  of  staying  free".  Arts, 
November  6)  that  unless  toe  annual 
grant  to  toe  British  Museum  for  run¬ 
ning  costs  is  increased,  toe  Trustees 
will  have  to  impose  an  entrance 
charge.  Put  another  way.  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  derided  upon  an  entrance 
charge  for  toe  British  Museum  but  is 
leaving  the  Trustees  to  take  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  eyes  of  the  public 

Ever  since  the  British  Museum 
opened  its  doors  in  1759.  admission 
has  been  free  and  a  wry  large  number 
of  people  of  all  ages  and  many  nation¬ 
alities  have  found  this  accessibility  to 
be  a  wonderful  benefit.  The  museum 
is  a  great  educational  resource  and 
surely  this  role  must  be  maintained 
and  encouraged. 

It  has  been  shown  that  entrance 
charges  appreciably  reduce  visitors. 
The  British  Museum  is  probably  the 
greatest  museum  of  its  kind  in  the 
world,  with  more  visitors  than  either 
the  Louvre  in  Paris  or  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Museum  of  An  in  New  York.  We 
must  take  pride  in  this  and  do  every¬ 
thing  in  our  power  to  maintain  that 
enviable  position. 

Given  recent  correspondence  in 
your  columns  (November  8. 13.14) 
concerning  colossal  expenditure  on 
millennium  celebrations,  perhaps  free 
access  to  the  British  Museum  is  one 
way  the  Government  could,  relatively 
cheaply,  enrich  life  in  Britain  in  the 
next  millennium. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  SAINSBURY. 

Stamford  House. 

Stamford  Street,  SE1. 

From  Professor  Deanna  Petherbridge 

Sir.  Government  cuts  in  grant-in-aid 
to  the  British  Museum  will  have  a  dis¬ 
astrous  effect  on  an  already  over¬ 
stretched  institution.  I’m  thinking 
particularly  of  the  Frints  and  Draw¬ 
ings  Depanmem.  whidi  is  the  envy  of 
similar  departments  across  the  world 
for  its  generous  access  and  exhibiting 
policies  and  the  service  it  offers  to 
scholars,  student  groups  and  visitors. 

This  service  depends  on  expertise 
from  dedicated  people  who  are  al¬ 
ready  working  beyond  normal  hours 
m  staffing  the  study  room,  preparing 
prints  and  drawings  for  loans,  con¬ 
structing  in-house  and  touring  exhibi¬ 
tions  and  also  writing  invaluable 
scholarly  lexis. 

The  Prime  Minister  said  in  1994 
that  money  raised  by  toe  lottery  would 
not  replace  existing  government 
spending.  With  so  much  money  for 
capital  building  programmes,  what 
can  be  the  justification  for  punitive 
cuts  to  toe  running  costs  of  tois  unique 
institution,  which  will  anyway  be  los¬ 
ing  considerable  revenue  when  the 
British  Library'  departs  next  year? 

Yours  faithfully. 

D.  PETHERBRIDGE 
(Professor  of  Drawing). 

Royal  College  of  Art. 

Kensington  Gore,  SW7. 


A  seat  in  Surrey 

From  Mrs  Sylvia  Disley 

Sir.  Whether  or  not  the  Stone  of  Scone, 
returned  to  Scotland  with  such  Py- 
toonesque  solemnity  last  week  (re¬ 
port,  Nov-ember  16).  was  the  original 
one  is  an  arguable  point. 

However,  many  may  not  be  aware 
that  there  is  a  Coronation  Stone  of 
England  standing  next  to  the  Guild¬ 
hall  in  Kingston-upon-Thames,  Sur¬ 
rey,  on  which  seven  Saxon  kings  of 
England  are  said  to  have  been  crown¬ 
ed.  toe  last  being  Ethelred  toe  Un¬ 
ready  on  April  14. 979.  It  is  beside  the 
Clattem  Bridge  across  the  Hogsmill 
River,  a  tributary’  of  the  Thames,  and 
thousands  of  people  unheedingly 
walk  or  drive  past  it  each  day. 

if  toe  Stone  of  Scone  had  been  left 
where  it  was  Ln  toe  first  place,  more 
than  700  years  ago.  it  might  now  be 
receiving  toe  same  scam  attention  that 
is  the  lot  of  the  Coronation  Stone  of 
Kingston  and  England. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SYLVIA  DISLEY, 

Hampton  House. 

Upper  Sunbury  Road. 

Hampton.  Middlesex. 


Cheek  to  cheek 

From  Mr  Richard  .Asser 

Sir.  In  1952  toe  old  SeaJa  cinema  in 
Walton  Street.  Oxford,  was  packed  for 
a  showing  of  Les  Enfants  du  Paradis. 
My  companion,  an  undergraduate  at 
St  Hilda’s,  and  1  were  shown  to  one  of 
toe  twin  seats  (letter.  November  IS) 
that  were  a  feature  of  the  establish¬ 
ment. 

At  a  moment  of  high  drama  on  the 
screen,  toe  cast-iron  side  of  our  seat 
fell  off.  depositing  us  both  in  the  aisle. 
We  were  just  good  friends,  but  the  out¬ 
raged  looks  of  nearby  patrons  assum¬ 
ed  otherwise. 

Yours  faitofullv. 

RICHARD  ASSER. 

Tadmartort  Manor. 

Banbury  .  Oxfordshire. 

November  19. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
November  20:  The  GovemoKJcn- 
eral  of  St  Vincent  and  the  Grena¬ 
dines  and  Lady  Amrobus  were 
received  by  The  Queen. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Dah 
OuW  Abdi  was  received  in  audi¬ 
ence  by  Her  Majesty  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  Letters  of  Recall  of  his 
predecessor  and  his  own  Letters  of 
Credence  as  Ambassador  from  the 
Islamic  Republic  of  Mauritania  to 
the  Cdurt  of  St  James's. 

Sir  John  Cotes  (Permanent 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  For¬ 
eign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs) 
was  present. 

The  Queen  received  the  Bishop 
of  Chester  (the  Right  Reverend 
Peter  Forster)  who  did  homage 
upon  his  appoinrmenL 

The  Rt  Hon  Antony  Newton  MP 
(Lord  President  of  the  Council) 
administered  the  Oath. 

The  Bishop  of  Derby  (Clerk  of 
the  Closet)  was  in  attendance. 

The  Queen.  Patron,  this  evening 
amended  the  Royal  Concert  at  the 
Royal  Albert  Hall  in  aid  of  the 
Musicians'  Benevolent  Fund  and 
was  received  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Rt^aJ  Concert  Committee  (Sir 
John  Tooley)  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Musicians-  Benevolent  Fund 
(Mr  Philip  Jones). 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  this 
evening  attended  the  1096  Royal 
Yacht  Officers'  Reunion  Dinner  at 
Gilson  Hall.  Bishopsgate.  London 
EC2. 

The  Earl  of  Courtonm  (Lord  in 
Waiting)  was  present  at  Heathrow 
Airport,  London,  this  evening 
upon  (he  Departure  of  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Republic  of  Kenya  and 
bade  farewell  to  His  Excellency  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty. 

November  20:  The  Princess  Royal 
this  morning  opened  the  new 
headquarters  of  North  of  Scodand 
Water  Authority,  Beech  wood  Busi¬ 
ness  Park,  Inshes.  Inverness,  and 
was  received  by  the  Lord  Gray  of 
Con  tin  (Vice  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Inverness-shire). 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  visited  Teanassie  School. 
Beauly,  Invemess-shire. 


ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
November  20:  The  Prince  of  Wales 
this  morning  joined  members  of 
the  Board  of  die  Environment 
Agency  on  a  visit  to  Devonport 
Dockyard,  Plymouth,  Devon. 

His  Royal’ Highness.  Duke  of 
Cornwall,  this  afternoon  visited 

princetown  Brewery.  Princerown 
Primary  School  and  Merrivale 
Quarry.  Princetown.  Devon. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  this  evening 
opened  “the  Discerning  Eye  Ex¬ 
hibition”  at  the  Mall  Galleries. 
London  SWl. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  held  a 
Meeting  and  Dinner  at  St  James's 
Palace  to  discuss  developments  in 
integrated  healthcare. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
November  20:  The  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet.  Countess  of  Snowdon.  Pa¬ 
tron.  Pottery  and  Glass  Trades' 
Benevolent  fnsiiiution.  was 
present  this  evening  at  a  Reception 
given  by  the  Institution  at  the 
Painters’  Hall.  London,  EC4. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
November  20:  The  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  this  afternoon  visited 
Hampshire  and  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty's  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Hampshire  (Mrs  Mary  Fagan). 

Her  Royal  Highness  opened 
Melbury  Lodge  at  the  Royal 
Hampshire  County  Hospital 
Romsey  Road.  Winchester,  and 
afterwards  as  Patron,  the  Enham 
Trust,  opened  Phases  1  and  II  of 
Cedar  Park.  Enham  Alamrin.  near 
Andover. 

YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
November  20:  The  Duke  of  Kent 
(his  morning  called  on  Mr 
Yukihiko  fkeda.  Minister  of  For¬ 
eign  Affairs. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Vice-Chair¬ 
man,  the  British  Overseas  Trade 
Board,  this  afternoon  attended 
lunch  given  by  the  British  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  at  the  Capitol 
Tokyu  Hotel.  Tokyo. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  this  afternoon 
had  an  audience  with  Their  Imper¬ 
ial  Majesties  The  Emperor  and 
Empress  of  Japan,  at  the  Imperial 
Palace.  Tokyo.  Japan. 


Royal  engagements  Lord  Gladwyn 


The  Queen  will  visit  the 
Westboume  Centre.  Westboume 
Road.  Bedford,  at  1120;  and  will 
open  the  Cygnet  Wing  at  Bedford 
Hospital  at  2.45. 

The  Queen,  accompanied  by  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  will  visit 
Harrowden  Middle  School.  Bed¬ 
ford.  at  1125;  will  visit  the  Com 
Exchange  at  1245;  and  wQ]  open 
the  new  brigade  communications 
centre  at  County  Hie  and  Rescue 
Headquarters.  Kempstoa  at  3J5. 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  will  visit 
Bedford  Sports  and  Hockey  Club 
at  1120:  and  E.F.  Taylor's  at  2S0. 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  on  behalf  of 
The  Queen,  will  hold  an  investi¬ 
ture  at  Buckingham  Palace  ai 
I  LOO;  and,  as  President  of  Business 
in  the  Community  and  The 
Prince's  Trust,  will  attend  the 
launch  of  Gifts  in  Kind  UK  at  St 
Jameses  Palace  at  200. 

The  Prince  Edward,  as  Chairman 
of  the  International  Council.  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award  Inter¬ 
national  Association,  will  attend  a 
dinner  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  at  7.45. 
The  Duke  of  Gloucester,  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  NABC  ■  Cubs  for  Young 
ffeopte.  will  visit  dubs  in  Bristol. 


A  Memorial  Service  for  Lord 
Gladwyn  will  take  place  in  St 
Margaret’s  Church.  Westminster 
Abbey,  at  noon  on  Tuesday.  Janu¬ 
ary  21. 1997.  All  are  welcome,  and 
those  wishing  to  attend  are  re¬ 
quested  to  apply  for  tickets,  for  this 
service  only,  to:  The  Rector's 
Secretary.  Room  21.  I  Little  Clois¬ 
ter.  Westminster  Abbey  SW1P  3 PL. 
enclosing  a  stamped  addressed 
envelope. 


Mr  Barry  Porter, 
MP 

A  Service  of  Thanksgiving  for  the 
life  and  work  of  Mr  Barry  Porter. 
MP.  will  take  place  in  St  Mar¬ 
garet's  Church.  Westminster  Ab¬ 
bey.  at  noon  on  Thursday. 
December  12  All  are  welcome,  arid 
those  wishing  to  attend  are  re¬ 
quested  to  apply  for  tickets,  for  this 
service  only,  to:  The  Rector's 
Secretary.  Room  12  I  link  Clois¬ 
ter.  Westminster  Abbey  SW1P3PL 
enclosing  a  stamped  addressed 
envelope.  Tickets  will  be  posted 
from  December  1. 


Birthdays  today 


Mr  Conings  by  Alldav.  chemical 
engineer.  41:  Mbs  Beryl  Barn- 
bridge.  writer.  62  Mrs  Georgina 
Battiscombe.  author.  91:  Earl 
Beam.  50:  Mr  Roy  Boulting,  film 
prnduuer.  S3:  Miss  Tina  Brown. 
Editor.  New  Yorker.  43:  Mr  J.D. 
Bui  I  mure.  a  director.  WPP  Group. 
67:  Miss  Amelia  Freedman, 
founder.  Nash  Ensemble.  56:  Mr 
Njckolas  Grace,  actor.  49:  Dr 
Michael  Gram,  classical  historian, 
t2.  Mbs  Goldie  Hawn,  actress.  51; 


Sir  Stanley  Kaims.  founder.  Dix¬ 
ons  Group.  65:  Mr  Jacques  Laffite. 
racing  driver.  53:  Mr  Ptrer  Uddte. 
racehorse  trainer.  60:  Mbs  Natalia 
Makarova,  ballerina.  56;  Mr  Tim 
Robinson,  cricketer.  3S.  Mr  Peter 
Sharpe.  Chief  Constable.  Hert¬ 
fordshire.  52  Sir  William 
Sruttaford.  former  president.  Nat¬ 
ional  Unmn  nf  Conservative  and 
Unionist  Associations.  68:  Mr 
Malcolm  Williamson.  Master  of 
The  Queen's  Music.  b5;  Viscount 
Younger  of  Leckic.  9U. 


Memorial 

service 

Mr  Stephen  Desch.  QC 
A  memorial  service  lor  Mr  Ste¬ 
phen  Desch.  QG  was  bdd  yes¬ 
terday  in  the  Temple  Church. 
Canon  Joseph  Robinson.  Master  of 
the  Temple,  officiated  and  the  Voy 
Rev  Michael  Till.  Dean  of  Win¬ 
chester,  read  the  lesson.  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  Little,  brother-in-law.  Mrs 
PhillkJa  Goad  and  Judge  David 
Webster.  QC  gave  readings.  Mrs 
Julia  Desch,  widow,  sang  the 
introit.  Mr  Antony  Edwards-Stu- 
art.  QC.  gave  an  address.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family,  members  of  2 
Crown  Office  Row  Chambers, 
members  of  Grays  Inn  and  many 
other  friends  were  present. 

Buckingham 
Palace  luncheon 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  yesterday  held  a  lun¬ 
cheon  party*  at  Buckingham  Pal¬ 
ace.  The  guests  were: 

Judge  Ann  Goddard.  QC  (circuit 
judge).  Mrs  Zahida  Manzoor  (dep¬ 
uty  chairman.  Commission  for 
Rada]  Equality).  Mr  Stephoi 
Lander  (director  general.  Security 
Service).  Mr  Geoffrey  Parker, 
(chairman.  Teacher  Training 
Agency),  Mr  David  Rowland 
(chairman.  Lloyd's  of  London).  Mr 
Doug  Smith  (director.  Inland  Rev¬ 
enue  Self  Assessment  Pro¬ 
gramme).  Mr  Anthony  Watson 
(Editor.  The  Yorkshire  Post )  and 
Mr  Richard  Wilson  (Permanent 
Under-Secretarv  of  Slate;  Home 
Office). 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
Mr  Malcolm  Rifkind,  QC  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  was  the 
host  at  a  luncheon  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  yesterday 
at  I  Carlton  Gardens  in  honour  of 
the  President  of  Kenya. 

Mid  Atlantic  Club 
Mrs  Edwina  Currie.  MP.  was  the 
guest  of  honour  and  speaker  at  a 
luncheon  of  the  Mid  Atlantic  Cub 
held  yesterday  at  the  English- 
Speaking  Union.  Dr  Walter  Les¬ 
sing  presided. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Voltaire,  philosopher, 
man  of  tetters,  scientist.  Paris, 
1694;  Samuel  Cunard,  shipowner, 
Halifax.  Nova  Scotia.  17S7:  Sir 
Leslie  Ward  (Spy),  caricaturist 
London.  1851:  Sir  Arthur  Quiller- 
Gouch.  man  of  letters.  Bodmin. 
1863:  Arthur  “Harpo"  Marx,  actor 
and  comedian.  New  York.  1388; 
Rene  Magritte.  Surrealist  painter. 
Lessines.  Belgium.  1898:  Coleman 
Hawkins,  jazz  musician.  St  Joseph. 
Missouri.  1904. 

DEATHS:  Sir  Thomas  Gresham, 
founder  of  die  Royal  Exchange. 
London.  1579:  Henry  Puree IL  com¬ 
poser.  London.  1695;  James  Barry 
Hertzog.  Prime  Minister  of  South 
Africa  1924-39.  Pretoria.  1942 
The  first  free  flight  in  a  balloon 
was  made.  Paris.  1783. 

North  Carolina  became  the  12th 
stare  of  the  Union.  I7S9. 

Thomas  Hancock  patented  vulcan¬ 
ised  rubber.  1843. 


Service  dinner 

9tb/I2th  Royal  Lancers 
Brigadier  H.W.K.  Pxc.  Colonel  of 
9th/I2lh  Royal  Lancers  (Prince  of 
Wales's)  Regiment  presided  at  the 
annual  officers'  dinner  held  last 
night  at  the  Cavalry  and  Guards 
Club. 


Forces  appointments 

MAJOR-GENERAL  Brigadier  A. 
G.  Denaro  to  be  Chief  Combat 
Suppon  ACE  Rapid  Reacti  on 
Corps  in  the  rank  of  V.ajre- 
General.  October  21. 

COLONEL  S.L  Benner  to  be 
Director  HQ  BVO.  October  21; 
A.W.  Blacken  to  be  DA'MA  Kath¬ 
mandu.  October  26. 


Guardians  of  Bristol 

Mr  Roger  Herman  has  beer, 
installed  Master  of  the  Guild  of 
Guardians  of  the  City  of  Bristol. 


SEAN  DEMPSEY 


pi* 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


The  new  Bishop  of  Southampton,  the  Right  Rev  Jonathan  GledhiH.  47,  after 
his  consecration  at  Southwark  Cathedral  yesterday  .  - 


Royal  Yachts 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  last  night 
attended  a  dinner  held  at  Gibson 
Hall.  Btshopsgaie.  for  officers  who 
have  served  in  die  Royal  Yachts. 
Commodore  AJ.C.  Morrow.  RN. 
Commodore  Royal  Yachts,  pre¬ 
sided.  Among  others  present  were 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  William 
Staveiey,  Admirals  Sir  Brian  Brown 
and  sir  Jock  Slater.  Vice-Admirals  Sir 
Philip  Watson.  Sir  Cameron  Rusby. 
sir  lames  WetheralL  the  Hon  Sir 
Nicholas  HilFNonon  and  mac 
Moor.  Rear-Admirals  Sir  Richard 
Trowbridge.  Sir  Pan!  Greening,  sir 
John  Gamier,  Sir  Robert  Woodard.  J 
H  Adams.  T  M  Sevan,  j  P  Evans.  P  P 
M  FranWyn.  A  A  Lodcyer,  J  H  S 
McAnally.  P  B  Rowe.  J  T  Saunders,  D 
R  Sherval  and  K  A  Snow,  sureeon 
Rear-Admiral  David  Ummlman 
and  Surgeon  Captain  Professor  sir 
Norman  BlacMock. 

Bermuda  Society 
Dr  David  SauL  Premier  of  Ber¬ 
muda,  was  the  principal  speaker  at 
the  tenth  annual  dinner  of  tire 
Bermuda  Society  held  yesterday  at 
Merchant  Taylors'  HalL  Viscount 
DunrossQ,  chairman,  presided. 
Angky-Spanish  Society 
The  Spanish  Ambassador.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Angto-SpanUh  Society, 
accompanied  try  Senara  de  Am. 
presided  at  a  dinner  held  last  night 
at  Over-Seas  House.  St  James's. 
Sir  Robert  Wade-Gcry.  chairman, 
received  the  guests.  Mr  Felipe 
Fernandez- Armesto  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

During  the  dinner  the  Ambas¬ 
sador  presented  the  Santa  Cruz 
Prize  to  Mr  Jimmy  Bums  for  the 
best  contribution  to  the  society's 
journal.  Others  present  included: 
Marquess  de  Aunon.  Sir  Ronald  and 
Lzdv  Lindsay  of  Dowhlfl.  sir  Robin 
nr. a  Lady  Feam.  Lady  Parker  and 
Lady  Wade-Get?. 

Gold  and  Silver  Wyre  Drawers' 
Company 

The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
the  Sheriffs  and  their  ladies, 
anerded  the  annual  livery  dinner 
of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Wyre 
Drawers’  Company  held  y  esterday 


Dinners 

at  Goldsmiths'  Hall  Mr  Richard 
Vanderpump.  Master,  assisted  by 
the  Wardens,  presided.  The  Lord 
Mayor,  Mr  Nigel  Nichols.  War¬ 
den.  and  Sir  Barry  Sheen  were  the 
speakers.  The  Prime  Warden  irf  the 
Goldsmiths'  Company,  the  Mas¬ 
ters  of  the  Broderers'.  Loriners’, 
Glass-Sellers'  and  Tobacco  Pipe 
Makers'  and  Tobacco  Blenders' 
Companies,  the  Director-General 
of  Logistic  Support,  and  the  Com¬ 
mander  and  Defence  Adviser  to 
the  Canadian  High  Commissioner 
were  among  the  guests. 

Past  Overseers  Society  of  St 
Margaret  A  St  John  Westminster 
The  Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster 
and  the  Dean  of  Westminster  were 
the  guests  of  honour  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Past  Overseers 
Society  of  St  Margaret  &  St  John 
Westminster.  Mr  J-L.C  Dribbell. 
vice-chairman  of  the  society,  pre¬ 
sided.  Dr  C.E.  Evans  also  spoke. 
Inner  Temple 

The  Treasurer.  Mr  Edward 
Nugee.  QC  and  Masters  of  the 
Bench  of  the  Inner  Temple  enter¬ 
tained  the  following  guests  at 
dinner  in  hall  last  night,  it  being 
the  Grand  Day  of  Michaelmas 
Term: 

The  High  Commissioner  for  New 
Zealand,  viscount  Ridley.  KG. 
Vtscoumen  Brentford,  the  Bishop  of 
London.  Lady  Macfcay  of  Clash  fern. 
Lady  Eames.  Lord  B  ram  all.  KG.  Loro 
wn  berforce.  Lord  Templeman.  Lord 
B  rich  on  an.  Marshal  of  the  RAF  Lord 
CrOg  of  Radley.  Lord  Justice  Peter 
Gibson  (treasurer.  Lincolns  Inn). 
Lady  StauglKOQ.  Sir  Michael 
Ctriman.  Sir  Dents  Thatcher  and 
Baroness  Thatcher.  LG.  OM.  FRS. 
General  Sir  MarJn  Famdale,  Sir 
Bryan  Carried vr.  sir  Peter  CtllL  Sir 
Irvine  Gouldlng.  sir  Roger 
Bannister,  sir. Anthony  Coro,  sir 
David  Lees.  Mr  Conrad  Detin.  QC- 
( treasurer.  Greys  Inn).  Mr  Michael 
Sherrard.  QC.  (treasurer.  Middle 
Temple).  Mrs  Rachel  Nugee.  Mr 
David  Raesrahh.  Mrs  Joyce  Rose.  Mr 
Dennis  Silk.  Mr  Edward  Dexter.  Mr 
Richard  Morgan.  Mr  Ian  Watt.  Mis 
Barbara  Pan!  Robinson.  Mr  Michael 
Meilulsh.  Mr  John  Nugee,  Mr 
Andrew  Nugee  and  Brigadier  Peter 
UQIe.  (sub-treasurer). 


Mr  A.Aran  Iglesia 
and  Miss  SJ.  Newell 
Hie  engagement  is  announced 
between  Anredo,  sat  erf  Mr  and 
.Mis  Francisco  Aran  Lopez,  of 
Madrid.  Spain,  and  Susannah 
Jane,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mis  Michael  Newell  of  Sutton 
Courtenay.  Oxfordshire. 

Mr  J.D.  BirduR 
and  MusS-LD.  Cross 
The  engagement .  is  announced 
between;  John,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Mark  BirthalL  of  - Wandsworth, 
and  Sarah,  daughter  of  (he  Rev  . 

John  and  Mrs  Gross,  of  Kingston 

upon  Thames. ..  .  .  *■•.,  • 

Mr  S  A.  Brewer 

and  Miss  KJ.  Potter 
The  engagement .  is  announced 
betwear  Simon  Alastair.son  of  Mr. 
and  Mxs  John  Brewer,  of 
Salcmnbe.  Devon,  'and  Kathryn 
Jane,  daughter  of  Mr-  and  Mrs 
Derek  Porter.of  Dcusfond,  Devon. 
Mr  J.O.  Ingmkteon 
and  Miss  RA.  Jackson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jeffrey.  son  of  .Mr  and 
Mrs  Charles  .  IngvaJdson,  of; 
Vancouver,  Canada,  and  Rachel 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs-  Stuart 
Jackson,  of  Castle  Cary.  Somerset. 
Mr  WJB.  Ramsay 
and  Miss  KA.  de  Chair 
The  engagement  is  announced  ■ 
between  William,  son  of  Major 
General  Chartes  and  the  Hon  Mrs 
Ramsay,  of  Bughtrig.  Berwick¬ 
shire.  and  Natasha,  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Dudley  de 
Clair.  oTThUoch,  lnveroess-shire, 
and .  Mrs  Edward  Harding- 
Newman. 

Mr  JJ».R.  Wilcox 
and  Miss  A.  Gs^dmotti 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James  Peregrine  Rundle. 
eldest  son  of  Mr  David  WDcok.  of 
PfaQkigh.  Cornwall,  and  Mrs 
Martin  Trowefl.  of  West  Harmey. 
Oxfordshire,  and  Alessandro, 
daughter  of  the  late  Signor 
Giuseppe  Guglidmotti  and  of 
Sjjpwra  '  Elina  Gaseatmo,  of 
Naples.  Italy. 


Mr  JJLG  Hinds 

and  Miss  H.V.  Mills 

The  engagement  is  announced 

-  between  James,  second  son  of 

Major  and  Mrs  Rkhard.Htnds,  of  .* 

Sevenoaks.  and  Henrietta,  youn¬ 
gest  daughter  of  the  late  Peter 
Mills  and  of  hits  Mills,  of  '■ 
liphook.  - 

Mr  J~F.  Litiigow 

arid  Mfes  CJ.  da  Cane  Wilkinson 

The  engagement  is  announced 

-  between  James,  elder  son  of  Sir 
.wniiam  and  Lady .  Uiiigow.  erf 

Ormsary.  Argyll,  and  Claire, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
-Nicholas  du  .Cane  Wilkinson,  of 
Croy.  Inverness. 

Mr  A-GJ.  Parsons 
and  Miss  J-F.  Ross 
The  engagement  is  announced 
.  between  Adam,  oral  son .  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Norman  Parsons,  of 
Cbearsley,  Buckinghamshire,  and  _^/j' 
Jessica,  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Michael  Ross,  of  North  * 
Ascot.  Berkshire. 

Mr  S.R.  Tarver 

and  Miss  D.H.  Milter 

The ,  engagement  is  announced 

between  Simon  Ransom,  younger 

son  of  Colonel  and  Mrs  M.R. 

Tarver,  of  Petworth.  West  Sussex, 
and  Deborah  Helen,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  W.D.F. 

Milter,  of  Huddersfield.  West 
Yorkshire. 

Marriages 

MrPJX  Jenner 
and  M»  JAD.  Hargreaves 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Octo¬ 
ber  4.  1996.  between  Mr  Paul  D. 

Joiner,  eldest  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
AJ.  Jenner,  of  Croydon,  and  Miss 
Jill -Alison  D.  Hargreaves,  eldest 
rfn nghtpr  of  the  laie  H.G.  Har- 
"  greaves  and  of  Mis  R.C.  Har¬ 
greaves.  of  Toys  Hill,  Kent 
Mr  LS.  Steers.' 

and  Mis  JM-  Campbell  r 

The  marriage  tot*  pfoce  quietly  in  1 
London,  an  Monday.  November  .s 
18, 1996.  of  Ian  Sydney  Steers  to 
Jean  Margaret  Campbell. 


Gruesome  pursuit 
digs  up  top  prize 


Royal  iqtiiiuiiniT  of  Chartered 
Surveyors 

Mr  Geoffrey  Ashworth  presided  at 
the  annual  dinno*  of  the  quantity 
surveyors’  division  of  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Chartered  Surveyors 
held  last  night  at  Grosvenor 
House.  Mr  Geoffrey  Wright  and 
Mr  Tony  '  Bladder  were  the 
speakers. 

Queen.Maxy  and  Westfield 
College 

Professor  Graham  ZeDkk.  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  Queen  Maty  and  Westfidd 
College.  London  University,  and 
Sir  Christopher  France,  chairman* 
of  counriL  presided  at  a  guest 
night  held  yesterday  at  the  college. 
Among  others  present  were 
lord  Justice  MU  Lot  Sir  Robert 
.  Jennings.  QC  Professor  Sir  Michael 
Thompson.  Mr  John  Howe.  Dr 
Anthony  Julius,  Mr  Simon  Keswick. 
M  OlMer  Potvre  D’Arvor,  Dr  Michael 
Scholar,  the  Headmaster.  Bancrofts 
school.  Major-General  TJ*.  Tqyne 
Sewell  and  Mr  Stanley  wrighr 
(college  treasurer}. 

Royal  Society 

Professor  John  Rowtinsan.  Phys¬ 
ical  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society, 
presided  at  a  Royal  Society  Tech¬ 
nology  lecture  delivered  by  Dr 
Michael  Bags  haw.  Head  of  Avi¬ 
ation  Medical  Services.  British 
Airways,  last  night  at  6  Carlton 
House  Terrace.  The  Chief  Medkal 
Officer  of  the  Civil  Aviation  Au¬ 
thority.  the  Director  of  General 
Medical  Sendees,  RAF.  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Health  Services.  British 
Airways  and  The  Chief  Inspector  of 
Air  Accidents.  Air  Accident  In¬ 
vestigation  branch,  were  present  at 
a  dinner  held  afterwards. 

Eton  dinner 

Hie  Rev  RJDJF.  Wild’s 
The  Rev  R.D.F.  Wild'S  oM  boys 
held  a  dinner  last  night  at  Boo¬ 
dle'S.  Mr  Wild,  who  died  a  year 
ago.  was  remembered  as  a  toast  to 
\T tutor's  was  drunk. 


A  MORBID  taste  for  bones  has 
made  John  Hunter  the  Aithaeolo- ' 
gist  of  the  Year,  the  major-prize  at 
the  British  Archaeological  Awards 
ceremony  in  Cardiff  this  week 
(Norman  Hammond  writes).  The- 
awaxd  was  given  for  Professor 
Huntert  work  in  developing 
forensic  archaeology  in  Britain. 

This  gruesome  branch  of  a  - 
profession  dedicated  to  digging  np  ' 
taxes  and  other  people’s  austbfris, 
deals  -wnh  lire  recently  deadr 
Professor  Hunter,  head  of 
archaeology  at  Birmingham. 
Univetrity.  has  argued  for  the  use ' 
of  the  delicate  techniques,  of 
anhaeotafpea]  investigation  tb  be 
applied  to  such  cases  ;  as.  the  - 
Gloucester  murders,  instead  oftfre 
more  . robust  pick-tmchfoavef  ap¬ 
proach  often  employed  by  jhe 
prJW  .  .  ..  .  .  • ?V 

Among  die  other  biennial 
awards,  which  were  presented  by 
Magnus  Magnusson.  the  search  . 


for  Baxgzcve  Man  won  (he  £1.000 
I  Cl  Award  for  the  best  major 
project  Phil  Bennett  CastleU 
HenHys  Iron  Age  Fort  prqject  won 
twice,  a  Heritage  in  Britain  Award 
.far  securing  long-term  preserva¬ 
tion.  and  the  Virgin  Group  prize  of 
£1,000  for  the  best  public  presenta¬ 
tion  of  a  she.  .  - 

.'  .  The  Archaeology  Book  of  the 
Year  was  Jean  Wilson's  The 
.  Archaeology  of  Shakespeare,  a 
study  of  the-  Elizabethan  Theatre 
and  its'renorins,  such  as  the  Rose 
and  Gfobe^layhpuses.  nVTsTuue 
.Team-look  .the  Broadcast  Award 
given  by  Channel  4.  for  its  pro- 
■  gramme  on  the  Tockenham  site. 

Two  jroung  archaeologists.  Aline 
Benhet  and  Susan  Westlake,  were 
honoured  for  their  postern  promot- , 
ing  ",  ardiaepjogy.  and  threRv 
-  journalists;  including  >  Edwai’p' 
OwencfT7ie7upes.  received  Preft£ 
Awards  from  British  Gas-Transco 
far  outstanding  reporting. 


PR 


•  - 

^fitter: 

v- 


Appointments 


latent  appointments  inehiAe 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Vincent  of' 
Cofcshfll  to  be  Master  Gunrio’^  St 
James's  Park,  from  today  on  the. 
ledmnent  rtf  General  Sir  Martin  . 
Famdale. 

Mr  Richard  Geor^  Bnuowdl  _ 
McCombe.  QC.  to  be  Anorrey- 
General  of  die  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
and  Aitomey  and  Serjeant  within 
the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster  in 
succession  to  Mr  Justice  Timothy 
Lloyd. 

Sir  Anthony  Tennant  to  be  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Royal  Academy  Trust 
in  succession  to  Mr  John  Raisman, 
who  retires  on  December  6.  Sir 
Trevor  Chinn  to  be  deputy  chair¬ 
man. 

Mr  Nigd  Crisp;  chief  executive  of 
the-Oxford  Raddifle  Hospital 
NHS  Trust,  to  be  regional  director 
of  the  NHS  Executive  ka*  the  Sooth 


Thames  Region  from  the  new  year. 
Lady  Juliet  de  Chair  and  Dr  David 
Landau  to  be  trustees  of.  the 
National'  Gallery. 

Mrs  Margaret  Bloom  to  be  direc¬ 
tor  of  competition  policy,  Office  of 
Fair  Trading,  from  January  1.  in 
succession  do  Dr  Martin  Howe, 
who  is  retiring. 


University  news 

Cambridge 
Sdwyn  College 

Elected  into  a  Fellowship:  Graham 
’Peter  Cook 

European  Business  School 
Lord  Swaythling.  Chairman  <jf 
Rothmans  International  is  to  be 
made  an  honorary  professor  of  the 
European  Business  ScfaooL 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


AekBBwIodga  Ubi  iba  Lont  is 
God;  bo  node  as  sad  wo  are 
U>,  bis  own  poopla.  Uw 
flock  which  he  shepherds. 
Psalm  100  ;  3 


BIRTHS _ 

HARTLEY  -  On  1 5th  KoreatMr 
In  Koala  i-mapnr  to  Anna 
Back! ogham  and 

Christopher  Hartley,  a 
daughter,  Samantha  lade 
Buckingham. 

HBBUET  -  On  ISlh  Nonabsr 
1996,  lo  Allison  (ab 
Thompson)  and  Sdsud,  s 
son,  Jims  a  tec,i  btotbos  to 
Rebecca. 

JEWS  BURY  -  On  X3th 

WownWi  1996  at  Qnsen 

Mary's  BwlnwpittB,  to  QaU 
(ail  Monks)  and  But,  a  son 
BotMR  Chrlriophor  Chirtas 
MAYER  -  On  Ociohvr  21st,  to 
Valeris  and  Antoa-Panl,  a 
tManttfol  danghtor,  Sophia  I 


MAYO  -  To  Chattel  and  The 
Hon.  Arabella  Mayo,  a 
daughter,  Elisabeth  Rose 
Anns,  an  10th  November. 
MOORE -On  November  18th  st 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Pnlfa>e  (auie  Mansfield)  and 

Inhw  n  aim  tort  WjfliffH 

SLATER  -On  Noroaber  17th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital  to 
JCatle  (afi  Measles)  and 
Simon  -  a  daughter.  Flora 

Citron  tip* 

TOVEY  •  On  13th  Nosembec  to 
fnliet  and  Gareth,  a 
danghtvr,  Isabelle  Lada. 
WAHA  -  On  idtb  NOvanber 
1996,  to  Diana  (nf* 
CHnckstein)  and  Alain,  a  son. 
Ben)amla  Henri. 


DEATHS 


TitaHy  Hosphte.30  Ospbere 
Cmua  North  Side,  London 
8W  0k 


DEATHS 


BLACKFORD  Sheila 

peacefully  at  Pembury 
Hospital  on  lBth  BuwuJltl 

1996  aged  76  yum.  tlelrr»eil 
wife  of  Peter  and  mother  of 
Tin,  Chris,  Jeremy  and 
Patrick  and  mneb  lovad 
grandmother.  Fonernl 
Service  at  Plantol  Parish 
Cbnrcb  on  Tuesday  26th 
November  1996  »  1 230  pm. 
Family  flower*  only. 
Donations  U  desired  to 
Plaxtol  Cbercb  or  RSPCA  cto 
Vbaer  A  Sons  Ltd,  54  High 
Street,  West  Mailing,  lot 
ME19  6LO,  tel:  (01732) 
842485. 


tUROESS  .  Boston  Watted 
Mt  Smith,  formerly  of 
Leeds)  died  19th  November 
1996.  aged  72.  Mach  kwed 
wife  of  Aitbaz;  mothcc  of 
Soman  and  Hilary  and 
gran  dm  other  of  Rosa  and 
Joseph.  Fnaaral  Santee  at  St 
John's  Dig* we  11,  (Welwyn 
Garden  City)  on  Tuesday 
26  th  November  at  L30  pm 
followed  by  private 
cremation.  Family  Mowers 
only,  please,  donations  for 
the  Isabel  Hospice  may  be 
sent  cft>  Geo.  W.  Blow  ft  Sana, 
Church  Street.  Welwyn,  reh 
(01438)  714686. 


1AMPHU.  -  Alexander  Colin 
Patton.  Emeritus  Professor; 
Untanity  of  Mancbasn^  an 
November  19th  peacefully 


Dearly  loved  by  his  wife 
Elisabeth  and  Ms  family. 
Funeral  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Ascot  t  under 
Wjcbwoed,  2  pm  TaesOaj 
Wov amber  26th.  Family 
Oustu  only. 


TRADE:  0171481  1982  , 

FAX:  0171  481  93  ir" 


OBBSTO9H0I  -  Barbara  (ode 
de  Sellncanrt)  died 
peacefully  on  November 
19th  aged  88  years.  Mh  of 
the  late  Jack  Chrfetophec. 
Much  loved  by  her  sons 
Bryan  tnWw  and 
wises  Claudia  and  Merzll. 
Adored  Granny  of  Julian. 
Ttacy,  Shoos.  Jason,  Chios 
and  Lirry,  Groat -Ocanay  of 
Benjamin  and  laflabely  dsnr 
to  her  many  friends  Funeral 
on  Monday  25th  November 
at  1130  am  at  the  Eat  t 
Basses  Crematorium, 
Tunbridge  Wells.  Family 
flowers  only  please  bat 
donations  If  desired  to 

League  of  Friends,  Queen 
Victoria  Hospital,  East 
ttlusiead  or  Gtdde  Dogs  for 
the  Blind-  Enquiries  to 
Modhurat  Funeral  Directors 
(01892)  770253. 

COOK  -  Nancy,  on  Nbrembsr 
18th,  peacefully  at  home  at 
Radbourne.  Derbyshire,  a 
week  before  her  82nd 
1  birthday.  Dear  wife  at  (he 
lete  Toby  Cook.  Greatly 
iorsd  by  her  cUUUmi.  Jane. 
Barbara  and  Guy,  her 
grandchildren,  family  and 
friends.  Funeral  st 
Hadhoscs  Parish  Cbtuch  at 
2  pm  on  Tuesday,  26th 
November.  Staple  Dowers  or 
donations.  If  preferred,  to 
the  British  Bed  Cross. 
Enquiries  to  W.  Jones  and 
Son.  BxaOsted.  Derby*.  Tab 
(01335)  360319. 

qaot  -  On  Sunday  November 
17th,  suddenly  but 
peacefully  at  homo.  John. 
Dearly  lorod  husband  of  PU, 
father  of  Gwola  and  WUUam. 
and  gnadlbther  (Tad)  of 
seven.  Funeral  private. 
Details  of  a  celebration 
later 

OMDttM  .  fiabi  peacefully  at 
the  Chelsea  and 
Westminster  Hospital  on 
Noeember  19th.  Loved 
mother  of  Stephen  and  M.J. 
we  remember  the  pood  rimes 
at  nmMzouqh  Road  aad  the 
oven  better  times  ar 
Ormonde  Gate: 


WANTED 


Hum-son  -  On  November 
19th,  peacefully  at  home, 
(fancy.  Much  loved  aad  sadly  j 
mis, 


TtonirgiTag  at  St  Mary's 
Church,  Avlagton  on 
Tuesday  26th  Novmnher  at 
3pm.  Flowers  to  Jna  Steel  A 
Son,  CbeslI  House, 


MVBH  -  Angela  Unity  died 
peacefully  on  18th 
November.  Beloved  mother 
of  Diana  aad  ptateMlw  to 
James  aad  Bebscca.  All 
enquiries  to  Michael  Sbj 

(01473)  271674. 

JOHN  -  Rosemary  A.  (nde 
Donald)  at  home  in  Frisian 
on  Tuesday  19th  November 
after  a  spirited  tattle.  We 
of  Jamie  aad  mother  of 
Alexandra  and  Henry. 
Always  laving  and  always 
loved.  Pan  era!  at  Priatoa 
Parish  Chinch  on  Saturday 
23rd  November  at  2  pm. 
Flowers  to  G.  Mannings  k 
Sobs  Ltd,  Combe  Down. 
BxdL 

MANJUOTT  -  On  November 
18th  la  her  91s»  year, 
Valerie  (ado  P  rid  more), 
widow  of  Dick  Marriott  and 
sister  re  jean  and  Betty. 
Funeral  Servlee  at  Bury 
rsussea)  Chsieh  at  1 0  am  on 
Taosday  November  26th 
followed  by  committal  at 
YbeChleli  niter  Ctestetetliiin 
at  11  am.  Family  flowsra 
only.  Donations  if  desired  to 
Maris  Curie  Names,  South 
HU1.  Storrlngton  Road, 
Thakeham,  West  Sussex 
KH20  3EK. 


WiJia— Y  -  Rev.  DK.  Richard 
WA  on  Wednesday  20th 
November  peacefully  at  kb 
home  Eagtemonf,  lleiboanae 
3064.  Australia,  after  a  loaq 
battle  with  euneer.  Deeply 
npvRri  by  hit  Mag  wife 
Maipare:  ami  family  rizcle  at 


*16th  November, 


TICKfelS  FOR  SALE  |  HEALTH  &  HTOgS  DOMESTIC* 

■  1  CATERING 

—  **»  ”£L  oi7i  aae  eals  tchS 


M  X  pa.  Ito  naueia  pl—se. 
donations  to  RNLI  c/o 
Chelsea  Fuaeral  Directors, 
260B  Fulham  Road,  SW10 
9S. 


BOR  -  George  Ernest  on 
November  19th  tried  at  home 
bravely  and  with  great 
dignity.  Funeral  Stwle*  at 
Ipswich  Crwttnfam  North 
Chapai  at  1JJ0  am  ob 
Friday  22nd  November  No 
flowers  pleset  hot  any 
donations  to  Marls  Cute 
Caneer  Cate,  Snrfolk 
Appeals  Office.  20  Beach 
Road,  Lowestoft  NX32  1EA. 
tab  (01502)  537937. 


AMSLAMO  -  On  17tfa 
November  1996  at  Mt. 
Alrexcla  BoepbaL  GoSdf ted. 
Johan  Fleming  "John'  aged 
54.  Loving  husband  of  Sue 
and  father  of  Johan- James. 
Benjamin  and  Nicholas.  A 
private  Funeral  Service  will 
taka  piers  next  week  with  a 
Mime  nisi  Sendee  for  Meads 
aad  colleagues  to  be 
arranged  at  a  later  date. 
Family  flowers  only  aad 
donations  In  lien  to 
MJULC/s  Line  c/o  Wessex 
Cancer  Trent.  11  Westwood 
Road.  Southampton  SG17 
1DL  and  The  Cancer  Belief 
Macmillan  Fund,  15-19 
Britten  Street,  Teinrina  SW3 
3TZ. 


MBQS  ■  KaiCOtBl  Qwi" 
p«Kefaily  ob  17ita 
Hmembcc.  Borina  of  the 
tots  Muriel  (nde  Smalley) 
and  the  late  Ethel  (nee 
Sugar).  Father  of  John  and 
Paul  and  grandfather  of 
Angela,  Robert.  Karen  and 


mother  of  Rosemary, 
Bepeth,  Jen#  and  Aram,  very 
dear  mother-in-law  and 
much  loved  and  devoted 
grandmother  and  great¬ 
grandmother.  The  funeral 
wtB  to  held  at  St  Mary's 

Church,  Arthur  Road, 
wbnbiedos  ob  Wednesday 
27th  November  at  1  pm.  No 
flowers  please  but  n 
donation  In  her  memry  sent 
to  Maria  Curia  Nunes  would 
be  vety  much  appreciated 
(Maria  Curia  Caneer  Care,  28 
Belpare  Square,  SW1X  SQG 
oar  phone  0900  736  146). 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


at  1130  am. 


IN  MEM0R1AM  — 
PRIVATE 


POLMAY  -  Peter  de  Pelnay, 
author,  died  In  Paris  on 
November  21st.  19B4.  Hls 
wife,  in,  family  and  friends 
remember  him  with  love.  A 
mass  win  be  raid  in  Safnt- 
Nlcalas-da-Chanteuiei.  In 
Paris. 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


SERVICES 


:  rery»:‘»- 


GIFTS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS- 


In  lieu  of  flnwi'r*. 
itniHiiioii-'  to  tin •  R.STB: 


TAT  hu.  ante  effective 
1/1/  tribntt  could  there  be 
T.  »  far  ■  friend  or  relative 
who  lovad  fat  oombyride  and 
wdd  barirt 

-  The  RSPBm  the  charity 
that  takes  «ctkn  far  wild  birds 
and  Urn  atebmawnh  For  debris 
OoJkiw  to  mate:  a  donation  that 
ri  A  lasting  tribute  fa  a  loved 
aD^pstphaneEUneMcfinii 
xtlH7  «MSSl  - 

itewdrasfBWfc 

terfdkBdemmpna. 


COURT  &  SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING  MAKK1ACESAND  MARKZACCS 

Pfcma  send  Coon  Page  arwnmirrmi.  uli  by  poetffanoc 
B4n  J.  Ntn^  ChurtA  Sodal  AdrerSifaH,  The  iteH. 

,  TO  Boa  Street,  Loodmi  El  92ES. 

•  Teh^lTJ  782  7347.  Fax  0171 782  7725 

. _ ^H«indu&faBBamtjifanifcoce: 

cabspoeof  Ac  partis  caocaned  art  pant. 


6rfentteenm  fate  Coat  Page  mnit  be  weened  two 
wurimg  <hyi  prior  n  ^ aad  mb  kGcqari  object  m 
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LORD  BANCROFT 


S'Ul! 

ize 


Lonl  Bancroft,  GCa  Head  of  the  * 

Home  Cxvfl  Service  aod  Permanent  ' 
Secretary  to  the  Cfoa  Service 
Ovpaxtmem.  197&SL  died  on 
November  19  aged  73.  He  was  born 
-  on  December  23,1922.  . 

I3^  Bancroft  was  one  of  the  most  able 
and  distinguished  civil  servants  of 
his  generation,  and  his  rise  to-be 
Head  of  the  Home  Civil  Service  was, 
if  not  effortless,  then  almost  inevitable 
and  certainly  well  merited.  He  served 
with  great  distinction  first  as  director- 
general  of  establishments  and  organis¬ 
ation  and  then  as  Permanent  Secretary  in 
the  Department  of  the  Environment.  It 
was  his  misfortune  that  the  last  years  of 
his  time  in  Whitehall,  as  Permanent 
Secretary  to  the  Civil  Sendee  Department 
and  Head  of  the  Home  Civil  Service,  were 
overshadowed  by  the  arrival  of  a  Prime 
Minister  determined  upon  a  reduction  in  . 
Ciyil  Service  numbers  and  sceptical  about 
the  value  of  a  department  which  she 
viewed-  as  being  divorced  from  the 
realities  of  actual  day-today  administra¬ 
tion.  In  that  sense,  he  was  one  of  the!  first 
—  though  not  the  last  —  casualties  of 
Margaret  Hiatcheris  impatience  with  all 
institutions  winch  she  saw  as  being 
detached  from  the  management  of  money 
and  resources. 

Ian  Powell  Bancroft  was  the  son  of 
Alfred  Ernest  Bancroft  He  was  educated 
at  Chatham  School,  in  Cleveland,  and 
Balliol  College,  Oxford,  of  which  he  was  a 
scholar  (and  latterly  an  honorary  fellow). 
He  served  in  the  Rifie  Brigade  from  1942 
to  1945;  and  joined  the  CivilService  in  1947 
as  one  of  the  “reconstruction"  entrants. 
He  was  posted  to  the  Treasury  as  an 
assistant  principal,  and.  was  qutekly 
marked  out  as  a  “flyer"  by  bang  made- 
private  secretary  to  Sir  Henry  WDsdn 
Smith,  then  Second  Secretary.  He  served 
under  Sir  William  Armstrong  in  the 
private  office  o  R.  A.  Butler  when  he  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  went 
with  Buffer,,  for  whom  he  had.  a  high’ 
regard,  as  his  private  secretary  when  he 
became  Lord  Privy  .  Seal  in  December 
1955.  Spells  in  the  Cabinet  Office  and  later 
in  the  Treasury  expenditure  divisions: 
were  followed  in  1964  by  his  becoming 
principal  private  secretary  to  the'ChanceJ- 
ior  (first  Reginald  Maudling  and  then 
James  Callaghan).  He  was  promoted  id  . 
under-secretary  in  1966  when  only  43.  • 
He  was  serving  -on  -the  management 
side  of  the  Treasury  when  it  was  hived  off  . 
to  become  the  new  Civil  Service  Depart¬ 
ment  in  1968. -Under  William  Armstrong 
as  Permanent  Secretary  and  Head  of  the 


Home  Crril  Service  Bancroft  took  charge 
.  oi  the  ‘"machinery  of  government"  divi¬ 
sion.  within. the  CSD.  In.that  capacity  he 
was  -  much  involved  in /.  the  detailed 
.  -  preparations  for  -  setting,  upj-the-  giant  ■ 
^departments,  which  were. then  in  fashion, 
ami  cujarly  for  the  amalgamation  of 

-  the  Ministry^  of  Housing  -arid  Local 
Government  fbe  Ministry  .qf  Transport 
and  the'  Mirtistry  of  Public  Building  and 
Works  into  the  niammoth  Department  of 
.the  Environment-' 

Whan  the  Heath  Govemroerttirv  I97D" 
derideef  ta  go  ahead  with  this  huge  new 
conglomerate  .  ministry  in..  .MarshanK 

-  Street,  Bancroft  was  appointed  its  director 
gsrieral  of-  establishment'-and  -org^iis- 


wefoed  together.  Cherished,  ways'  of' 
..working  had  to  be  challenged  and. 

-  discarded.  Stahe  saw  their  personal 
prospects  lessened  '  Hie  task  of  managing 
the  amalgamation  .  was  complex  and 
burdensome.  Nonetheless,  Bancroft  had 
by  1972.  establish^  the  structure  of  an 
integrated  department,  in  which  fond  use 

-  planning  and  transport  planning  were 
.  under  single  ministerial  direction,  as  had 
long  been  advocated.  Responsibility  for 
government  buildings  and  aocommoda- 
tiori  was  put  into  the  Property  Services 
Agency,  which  remained  part  of  the  DoE. 
The  DoE  was  thus  established  as  an 

■effectively  welded  entity. 

That  tasksuccessfully  accomplished,  it 
was. obvious  that  Bancroft  was  destined 
-soon  to  bead  a  department  of  his  own. 
Towards  the  end  of  1972  he  moved  in  his 
existing  rank  to  Customs  and  Exrise,  the 
head  of  which  was  shortly  to  retire.  It  was, 
however,  a  time  of  unrest  in  the  Civil 
Servic  over  the  Heath  Government's  pay 
pause — troubles  in  which  Customs  were 
much  concerned — and  the  preoccupation 
-of  William  Armstrong  with  advising  .the 
Prime  Minister  on  counter-inflation  poli¬ 
ty  left  something  of  a  hiatus  at  the  top  of 
.  the  Civil  Service  Department. 

It  was,  therefore,  decided  to  create  a 
"  second  Permanent  Secretary  post  in  the 
department,  to  be  responsible  for  running 
it  on  a  day4o<foy  basis:  and  Bancroft  was 
promoted  to  fill  the  position.  In  it  he  set 
himself  the  task  of  trying  to  remove  the 
causes  of  the  ill-feeling  that  had  grown  up 
among  civil  servants,  and  had  given,  rise 
to  a  widespread  view  that  only  by  militant 
.action  would  management  be  made  to  , 
take  notice  of  grievances,  over  pay  and 
conditions. 

At  the  end  of  1975  Bancroft  returned  fo 
the  Department  of  the  Environment  to 


succeed  Sir  David  Sexpell  as  its  Perma¬ 
nent  Secretary.  Relations  between  central 
and  local  government  were  at  a  difficult 
juncture.  TTie  Layfield  report  had  recom¬ 
mended  far-reaching  changes  in  local 
government  finance  in  the  direction  of 
greater  financial  independence.  But  local 
authorities  were  demonstrating  an  in¬ 
creased  propensity  to  overspend  their 
agreed  public  expenditure  allocations, 
and  that  brought  with  it  suggestions  of  a 
need  for  greater,  not  less,  central  govern¬ 
ment  control  of  local  spending. 

Departmental  expenditure  also  came 
under  ,  pressure  as  part  of  the  public 
expenditure  cuts  from  1976  onwards. 
Bancroft  quickly  ,  established  good  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  leaders  of  local  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  building  industry  (which 


also  came  within  the  Doe’s  purview);  and 
his  dose  acquaintance  with  the  heads  of 
other  departments  concerned  in  varying 
aspects  of  local  government,  built  up  over 
years  of  working  with  them  in  Whitehall, 
was  of  great  help  in  co-ordinating,  from 
the  DoE,  the  general  direction  of  policy  on 
local  government 

The  decision  of  the  new  Prime  Minister, 
Harold  Wilson,  to  restore  responsibilities 
for  transport  once  again  to  a  separate 
department  unstitched  part  of  the  amal¬ 
gamation  which  Bancroft  had  worked  so 
effectively  to  achieve.  He  sought  to  carry 
through  the  separation .  in  a  way  that 
retained  as  many  of  the  benefits  of  the 
amalgamation  as  possible,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  preservation  of  common  staff 
lists,  and  a  common  staffing  organisation. 


The  fact  that  the  divorce  was  accom¬ 
plished  with  minimal  friction  owed  much 
to  his  direction  and  to  his  handling  of 
relationships  with  the  staff  affected,  and 
with  the  staff  associations. 

When  the  time  came  for  Sir  Douglas 
Allen  (now  Lord  Croham)  to  retire  as 
Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Civil  Service 
Department  and  Head  of  the  Home  Civil 
Service  towards  the  end  of  1977,  Bancroft 
was  obviously  a  strong  candidate  to 
succeed  him.  His  appointment  was  widely 
expected  and  warmly  welcomed  by  his 
peers  and  colleagues.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
crowning  achievement  of  his  career  in  the 
public  service. 

His  last  two  years  in  office,  from  1979  to 
1981,  were  not.  "however.  romfortabJe.  Mrs 
Thatchers  declared  determination  to 
improve  the  efficiency  of  the  Civil  Service 
was  inevitably  seen  as  an  implicit 
criticism  of  existing  inefficiency,  some¬ 
thing  which  Bancroft,  as  Head  of  the 
Home  Civil  Service,  feff  to  be  much 
exaggerated  and  unfair.  He  was  nor 
opposed  to  a  reduction  in  the  size  of  the 
Civil  Service,  and  ready  to  play  his  part  in 
achieving  it:  but  he  felt  that  a  published 
commitment  to  a  target  reduction  of  20 
per  cent  over  five  years,  without  clear  and 
detailed  proposals  as  to  haw  this  was  to  be 
achieved,  was  unsatisfactory  and  bad  for 
Civil  Service  morale.  The  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  scepticism  about  the  effectiveness 
and  value  of  the  CSD,  together  with  her 
appointment  of  a  a  new  efficiency  unit, 
headed  by  an  “outsider"  (Sir  Derek 
Rayner  from  Marks  &  Spencer)  and  not 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  CSD.  added  to 
the  uneasiness  of  the  relationship  between 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Head  of  the 
Home  Civil  Service.  Moreover.  Bancroft 
himself  was  not  in  the  best  of  health  at  this 
time. 

The  Prime  Minister's  derision  in  Nov¬ 
ember  1981  to  abolish  the  CSD.  to  divide 
its  functions  between  the  Treasury  and  a 
new  Manpower  and  Personnel  Office 
within  the  Cabinet  Office,  and  to  desig¬ 
nate  the  Permanent  Secretary  to  the 
Treasuiy  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Cabinet 
as  Joint  Heads  of  the  Home  Civil  Service, 
meant  for  Bancroft  a  premature  and 
unhappy  end  to  his  distinguished  career 
as  a  public  servant.  He  accepted  the 
derision  with  dignity,  and  characteristi¬ 
cally  with  more  concern  for  its  implica¬ 
tions  for  others  than  with  those  for 
himself. 

He  had  been  appointed  CB  in  1971, 
created  KCB  in  1975  and  advanced  to 
GCB  in  1979:  the  overall  distinction  of  his 
Whitehall  career  was  recognised  by  his 
being  made  a  life  peer  in  1982  —  here  he 


was  luckier  than  some  later  Heads  of  the 
Diplomatic  Service.  In  retirement  he  took 
on  a  number  of  appointments,  some 
commercial  las  with  his  deputy  chairman¬ 
ship  of  Sun  Life)  but  mostly  of  a  public 
service  or  charitable  nature. 

He  used  every  opportunity  presented  to 
him  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords  to 
defend  the  values  of  public  service  and  the 
good  name  of  the  Civil  Service  with  the 
same  tenacity  and  determination  that  he 
had  shown  while  in  government.  Earlier 
this  year  he  led  an  attempt  in  the  House  of 
Lords  to  stop  the  Government  from 
privatising  the  Recruitment  and  Assess¬ 
ment  Services,  which  culminated  in  a  vote 
on  the  issue  and  a  defeat  for  the 
Government  by  a  sizeable  majority. 
Bancroft  was  not  the  only  person  to  be 
annoyed  when  the  Government  went 
ahead  with  its  plans  regardless,  apparent¬ 
ly  on  the  principle.  Hoc  volo ,  sic  jubco;  sit 
pro  ratione  voluntas  (“This  I  wish,  this  I 
order  don  I  ask  me  why'). 

As  an  official.  Ian  Bancroft  was 
disciplined  and  invariably  self-controlled; 
skilfol  in  sizing  up  a  difficult  problem 
quickly:  deft  and  expeditious  in  the 
dispatch  of  business;  and  effective  in 
negotiation.  He  was  meticulous  in  plan¬ 
ning  the  handling  of  a  problem  so  as  to 
make  sure  that  it  was  resolved  in  the  most 
effective  way,  and  so  as  to  minimise  the 
scope  for  the  unexpected. 

As  a  man.  he  was  unfailingly  approach¬ 
able,  courteous,  likeable  and  understand¬ 
ing:  great  fon  to  work  with:  sensitive  more 
than  most  to  the  effects  of  outside  changes 
on  an  individual's  prospects  and  hopes, 
and  anxious  to  soothe  as  far  as  passible: 
yet  with  an  iron  hand  in  the  velvet  glove 
where  the  public  interest,  as  he  saw  it.  so 
demanded. 

He  had  a  major  internal  operation 
earlier  in  his  career,  and  another  not  long 
before  he  retired.  Although  they  must 
have  taken  their  toll,  he  nevertheless 
contrived  to  stand  up  to  pressure  over  the 
years  without  wilting,  and  both  before 
and  after  his  retirement  took  upon  himself 
a  daunting  load  of  commitments. 

While  an  undergraduate  he  had  some 
poems  published  (though  he  was  subse¬ 
quently  said  not  to  recognise  quotations 
from  them).  Watching,  and  following, 
cricket  were  both  keen  interests. 

In  1950  he  married  Jean,  the  daughter 
of  David  Richard  Swaine.  who  survives 
him.  together  with  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  He  was  sustained  throughout 
his  career  by  the  devoted  support  of  his 
wife,  a  happy  family  life  and  the  unstinted 
respect  and  affection  of  his  colleagues  and 
friends. 


PROFESSOR  VIC  HARRISON 


VfcHarrisoii  Professor  , . 
of  Morbid  Anatomy  at 
'  the  Royaf  Postgraduater  "• 
.\mmt  Mcdfiad  School 
.  ,rV  •  University  of  London, 
j'  1955-72.  died  on  October  ' 
24  aged  89.  He  was  born 
on  January  2L 1907. 

”  VIC  HARRISON  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  pathol¬ 
ogists  of  his  generation.  As 
Professor  of  Morbid  Anatomy 
at  the  /Royal  Postgraduate 
.-  Medical  Sdwd  fie  contributed 
-  to  every  aspect  uf  the  life  of  the 
school-  and  the  associated 
Hammersmith  Hospital:  the 
clinical  care  of  patients,  post¬ 
graduate  medical  education 
and  research.  •  Collaboration 
with  laboratory-based  And 
•  clinical  colteaguK  came,  natu¬ 
rally  to,  him,  making  his 
expertise  in  morbid:  anatomy 
and  histology  freely  available 
lo  anyone  with  a  problem  to 
which  it  was  relevant 
In  research  much  of  his 
work  was  collaborative.  He 
worked  oh  dust diseases  cif  the 
lung  with  Earl  King,  arid  oh 
pulmonary  vascular  diseases 
of  the.  tong  with  Paul  Wood, 
John  Goodwin  and  Robert 


Steiner.  .  Histopathologists 
from  all  over  the  world  were 
trained  in  his  department,  and 
he  made  essential  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  educational  activi¬ 
ties  of  all  departments  of  the 
school,  notably  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  material'  for  dmioo- 
pathoJogical  conferences. 

Charles  Victor  Harrison 
was  educated  at  Dean  Close 
School,  Cheltenham*  where  he 
made  his  mark  not  only 
academically,  but  also  as  a 
gymnast. 


-  He  went  on  to  study  medi¬ 
cine  at  University  College. 
Cardiff,  and  -at  University 
College  Hospital,  London.  As 
a  student  he  had  been  award¬ 
ed  the  Willie  Seager  gold 
medal  in  pathology  and.  after 
qualification,  he  immediately 
took  up  an  appointment  in 
E.H.  Kettle's  department  of 
pathology  in  Cardiff.  In  1935, 
he  moved  to  the  newly-found¬ 
ed  Postgraduate  Medical 
School  at  Hammersmith, 
where  Kettle  had-  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Professor  of  Path¬ 
ology. 

In  1939  Harrison  became 
senior  lecturer  in  pathology  in 
Liverpool,  where  he  spent  the 
war  years,  doing  his  share  of 
fire-watching,  hut  continuing 
research  activities,  notably  on 
the  rhesus  factor  in  obstetrics. 
He  returned  to  the  Postgradu¬ 
ate  Medical  School  of  London 
in  Hammersmith  in  1946  as  a 
Reader,  and  in  1955  was 
appointed  Professor  of  Mor¬ 
bid  Anatomy. 

In  1963  Harrison  became  a 
founder  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Pathologists,  and  in 
1967  he  was  elected  to  the 
Fellowship  of  the  Royal  Coll¬ 


ege  of  Physicians.  In  1972  th 
University  of  Wales  award e 
him  a  DSc,  honoris  causa. 

When  he  retired  from  th 
chair  at  the  Royal  Posigradi 
ate  Medical  School  in  197; 
Harrison  applied  for  the  chaJ 
of  Pathology  at  the  new  Unit 
ersity  of  Ife,  Nigeria.  Here  h 
spent  three  years  setting  up 
department,  training  a  net 
generation  of  students  an 
selecting  and  preparing  hi 
successor.  On  his  return  t 
England  he  continued  fc 
several  years  acting  as  a  shor 
term  locum  pathologist  i 
hospitals  in  the  Home  Cour 
ties. 

In  retirement  he  settle 
down  to  enjoy  his  extra-med: 
cal  interests.  He  was  an  exce 
lent  carpenter  and  a  kee 
small  boat  sailor.  His  mos 
ambitious  project  had  been  t 
build  a  JO  ft  sailing  dingh 
which  plied  the  Thames  a 
weekends  for  many  years.  H 
also  took  an  active  interest  i 
history,  gardening  and  om 
thology. 

Harrison’S  wife,  Olga 
whom  he  married  in  1937,  die 
last  year.  He  is  survived  by  : 
son. 
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Remember  The  Donkeys  And 
Well  Remember  You! 

Over 6,700  donkeys  have  been  taken  into 
care  many  from  fives  tormented  by  cruelty 
and  neglect  A  donkey  is  never  turned 
away  from  our  Sanctuary  and  never  put 
down  unless  there  is  no  longer  any  quality 
of  life. 

We  need  your  help  to  continue  rescuing 
donkeys  and  to  secure  their  future  on  one 
of  our  nine  farms.  A  bequest  to  the 
donkeys  will  help  immensely  and  your 
name  will  be  inscribed  on  our  Memory  Wail 
and  w in  be  blessed  at  our  annual  St  Francis 
Day  Memorial  Service. 

A  copy  of  our  "Guide  to  Making  a  Will"  is 
available  on  request 


The  Donkey  Sanctuary, 

(Dept  1M),  Sufanouth, 

Devon,  EZIO  QNU- 
Td:  (01395)  578222 
Enquiries  to  Dr  E.  D.  Svendsm,  MBE 
Reg.  C3arity.No.  264818 


MARUTIIA  MENUHIN 


The  Menuhins:  Marutha  (centre)  with  Yaltah,  Yehudi,  Hepzibah  and  Moshe 


Maruiha  Menuhin. . 
mother  of  Lord  Menuhin. 

died  on  November  15 
.  aged  100.  She  was  born 
on  January  7, 1896. 

THE  remarkable  life  of  Lord 
Menuhin  has  been  guided  and 
shaped  by  two  equally  re¬ 
markable  woman.  One  is  the 
great  violinist's  formidably 
protective  second  wife,  Diana, 
whom  he  married  in  1947;  the 
other,  whose  influence  persist¬ 
ed  right  up  to  her  death  last 
week,  was  his  extraordinary 
mother,  Marutha. 

Yehudi  Menuhin  has  des¬ 
cribed  his  mother  as  “unerr¬ 
ing  in  purpose,  unhesitating 
and  even  ruthless  in  means". 
Her  discipline  and  dedication 
were  undoubtedly  derisive  in 
nurturing  and  developing  his 
precocious  talent.  But  there 
was  a  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
devotion  of  so  exacting  a 
matriarch,  and  Menuhin’s 
was  a  childhood  with  few  of 
the  conventional  emotional 
trappings. 

Menuhin  and  his  two  sisters 
—  all  three  became  profession¬ 
al  musicians  —  were  brought 
up  strictly  and  in  isolation, 
“without  toys  and  playthings", 
and  never  went  to  school.  To 
Marutha  Menuhin,  self-con¬ 
trol  was  all-important.  She 
was,  according  to  her  son.  "a 
passionate  and  deeply  feeling 
woman,  but  totally  unsenti¬ 
mental.  There  was  no  hug¬ 
ging.  She  took  pride  in 
standing  pain."  He  never  saw 
her  cry. 

Lord  Menuhin  looks  back 
on  his  unorthodox  childhood 
with  warmth  and  affection, 
and  would  never  hear  a  word 
against  his  mother.  His  youn¬ 
ger  sister,  the  pianist  Yaltah, 
has  less  fond  memories  of 
growing  up.  “We  were  isolated 
as  we  travelled  around  the 
world  with  Yehudi,"  she  once 
complained.  “We  were  not 


living  the  life  of  childhood  at 
all.  Trying  to  live  in  public 
when  you're  suffering  private¬ 
ly  is  difficult." 

In  Yaltah's  recollection,  her 
mother  was  a  tyrant,  responsi¬ 
ble  not  only  for  neglecting  her 
children  but  for  breaking  up 
her  son's  first  marriage.  Those 
accusations  brought  Marutha 
Menuhin  unwelcome  public 
attention  when  they  formed 
part  of  a  controversial  account 
of  Yehudi  Menuhin's  life  by 
the  film-maker  Tony  Palmer, 
presented  first  on  television  in 
1990  and  then  as  a  book  which 
its  subject  tried  to  ban.  Menu¬ 
hin  found  the  charges  incom¬ 
prehensible  and  unfair. 

Marutha  Menuhin’s  origins 
were  mysterious,  and  she 
liked  to  make  them  more 
mysterious  still.  She  was  born 
Marutha  Sher  in  the  Crimea, 
of  a  family  belonging  to  the 
tiny  Karaite  sect.  Jewish  Scrip¬ 
tural  fundamendalists  who 
were  reputed  to  have  convert¬ 
ed  from  Christianity.  Her 
blonde  hair  and  striking  blue 
eyes,  pointed,  it  was  suggest¬ 
ed.  to  Tartar  or  Circassian 
blood  —  as,  perhaps,  did  a 
streak  of  fierceness  and  a 


lifelong  fascination  with 
knives. 

The  only  one  of  seven  sib¬ 
lings  to  survive  beyond  infan¬ 
cy.  she  was  sent  with  her 
mother  to  Palestine  in  1904,  to 
escape  the  pogroms  in  Russia. 
Her  father  stayed  behind,  and 
their  separation  became  per¬ 
manent.  It  was  in  Palestine 
that  she  encountered  her 
future  husband.  Moshe 
Mnuchin,  but  it  was  only 
later,  in  1914.  that  they  mar¬ 
ried,  after  meeting  again  in 
America  by  chance. 

Between  leaving  Jaffa  and 
arriving  in  Elizabeth.  New 
Jersey,  Marutha  had  added 
English  and  Frendi  to  her 
original  Russian.  Yiddish  and 
Hebrew.  She  was  larer  to 
learn  German.  Italian  and 
Spanish  as  well,  and  family 
conversations  might  be  in  any 
or  all  of  those  languages. 

After  settling  in  America 
Moshe  Menuhin  and  his  wife 
earned  a  living  as  teachers;  he 
rose  to  be  head  of  the  Jewish 
education  board  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  with  her  as  his  assistant. 
But  when  the  extraordinary 
talents  of  their  children  be¬ 
came  apparent,  the  family 


embarked  on  a  nomadic  life 
wholly  dedicated  to  the  careers 
of  the  three  young  prodigies. 

Moshe  Menuhin  died  in 
1988,  four  years  after  the 
family's  elder  daughter, 
Hepzibah.  Marutha's  longev¬ 
ity  may  have  owed  something 
to  physical  toughness  and  a 
rigorous  regime.  As  a  young 
woman  she  would  sleep  in  her 
corset  to  preserve  her  22-inch 
waist.  She  treated  cuts  with 
caustic  soda.  It  was  her  habit 
to  bathe  in  ice-cold  water 
mixed  with  grapefruit  skins 
and  a  smelly  Russian  drink 
called  Kvass.  She  also  brewed 
her  own  explosive  version  of 
Koumiss,  a  Crimean  concoc¬ 
tion  of  mare's  milk  and.  in  her 
daughter-in-law's  words. 
"God  alone  knows  w'har  else". 

But  what  really  kept  her 
going  was  probably  her  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  cause  she  held 
most  dear.  Her  own  verdict  on 
her  life,  delivered  in  her  sole, 
reluctant  contribution  to  Tony 
Palmer's  film,  was  straightfor¬ 
ward:  “I'm  grateful  you're  my 
son."  she  told  Lord  Menuhin. 
“That  cavers  everything." 

Her  son  and  younger 
daughter  survive  her. 


COURT  THEATRE. 

“THE  DOCTOR'S  DILEMMA." 

A  Tragedy  In  Four  Acts  and  an  Epilogue 
By  BERNARD  SHAW. 

. . .  Plus  fa  change  plus  test  la  memo  chose.  ThaL 
by  the  way.  is  the  critidsni  which,  in  effect,  the 
oldest  of  Mr.  Shaw’s  physicians.  Sir  Patrick 
CuDea  is  always  applying  to  the  new-fangled 
discoveries  of  his  felW '-practitioners.  He  has 
seen  aB  these  “nwelries"  before:  they  have  their 
law  of  periodicity  —  say.  once  in  evtty  15  years  — 
and  nothing  is  aitensd  but  the  names.  Sir  Patrick, 
who  stands  for  bluff  cynical  oommcnl  on 
scientific  affectation,  heads  a  group  of  half-3- 
doccn  medical  types.  There  is  Sir  Ralph 
Bkwmfidd  Bonnington  -  familiarly  known  as 
"old  —  Coun  physician  (much  liked  by 
what  he  invariably  calls  “the  Family!  anil 
plaiitudinously  pompous  bungler.  He  is.  as  you 
see.  an  entirely  Molieraque  figure.  Good  easy 
man.  he  does  not  know  the  difference  between  a 
vaccine  and  an  anri-uran.  and  is  all  for 
stimulating  the  phagocytes.  There  is  Sir  Cotanso 
Ridgeon  —  just  knighted  as  the  curtain  rises  for 
Jus  great  "opsonin''  discovery  —  who  is  all  for 
buflering  (he  badlli.  There  is  the  great  surgeon. 
Cutler  Walpole,  who  in  every  human  ill  sees 
Hood-poisoning  and  is  all  for  cutting  out  the 
“nurimrm  sac".  Pftj’sic  be  bhjmly  characterises  as 
"ran  the  physicians,  in  return,  dismiss  surgery 
as  mere  "manual  labour".  There  remain  wo 
types  not  anticipated  by  Mdierc;  Leo 


ON  THIS  DAY 
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The  Doctor’s  Dilemma  way  Shaw’s  reply  to 
the  critic  William  Archer  who  declared  that 
the  playwright  amid  not  write  a  death  scene. 
The  dying  words  of  Dubedat  —  “/  believe  in 
Rembrandt.  Michelangelo  and  Velasquez " 
were  held  by  some  critics  as  blasphemous. 


Schuizmacher.  who  has  made  a  fortune  in  the 
East  End  by  selling  advice  and  drugs  for 
sixpences,  under  the  sign  “cure  guaranteed”,  and 
Dr.  Blenkinsop,  a  hard-working  general  prac¬ 
titioner  who  has  iwser  succeeded' in  making  both 
ends  meet  and  begs  fashionable  consultant*  for 
their  cast-off  frodtcoais.  All  these  people  displav 
their  several  humours  in  a  Queen  Anne-street 
mnsulring  room,  whither  they  hate  write  iu 
congratulate  Sir  Colenso  Rjdgeon  on  his  Birthday- 
Honour  ... 

From  Queen  Aniw-strcet  their  line  uf  march 
takes  them  to  the  "Star  and  Garter”  at  Richmond, 
and  ihraice  to  Louis  Dutadar1*  studio  Bui  who  is 
Lotas  Dubedat?  . . .  Louis  Dubedat  is  an  artist 


with  a  tuberculous  lung  . .  Jennifer  Dubcdai. 
Louis's  wife,  has  sought  out  Sir  Colenso  Ridgeon 
and.  with  great  difficulty .  secured  his  promise  to 
undertake  ihe  rase.  Whim  Ridgwm  consents  it  is 
really  out  of  his  profound  (bur  entirely  disown 
admiration  lor  Jennifer,  an  idealist  from  Corn¬ 
wall.  a  child  of  nature,  to  whom  belief  in  bau/V 
genius  is  a  religion  . . . 

And  now  Sir  Colenso  is  in  a  wnn*  dilemma 
than  ever.  For  he  finds  that  hi*  poor  confrere,  the 
morally  irreproachable  Dr.  Blenkinsop.  has  also 
a  lurbereuluuN  hue.  Which  i»  he  to  save?  The 
good  Blenkinsop.  «‘hu  is  a  «K»al  failure,  or  the 
bad  Dubedat  who  paints  good  pictures?  Good 
men  a  re  fairk  common,  he  areues.  Good  pictures 
ivn  rare,  vid  hi?  derides  in  favour  of  DuhedaT. 

Bui  now  there  is  a  fresh  complication.  Jennifer 
DubcdatS  whole  life  consists  in  the  worship  of 
touts.  If  Louis  ceased  to  be  her  hem.  she  would 
commit  suicide  —  has.  indeed,  already  marked 
out  a  certain  cliff  in  Cornwall  Inr  that  purpose.  To 
prolong  Dubed in's  fife  is  to  ensure  that  his  wife 
shall  sootier  or  later  find  him  out.  and  so,  haw 
her  religion  shattered  and  fose  her  own  life  into 
the  bargain.  Therefore,  for  Jennifer's  <ake  icsen 
although  to  the  vulgar  mind,  it  may-  look  like 
murdering  a  man  in  the  lnjpe  of  morning  his 
widow!  Sir  Cdcnso  must  let  Louis  die. 

"Rather  hard  Thai  of  a  lad  should  be  killed 
because  his  wife  his  too  high  an  opinion  ol  him- 
is  old  Sir  Patrick's  comments,  -fortunately  very 
few  of  u?  arc  in  that  predicament . . . 
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NEWS 


Tunnel  stays  shut  in  safety  row 

■  The  Channel  Tunnel  is  to  remain  closed  indefinitely  after 
Eurotunnel  representatives  walked  out  of  talks  with  its  safety 
regulators. 

SNCF,  the  French  rail  operator,  ruled  out  any  resumption  of 
services  before  Monday,  and  if  the  safety  authority  insists  thai 
the  tunnel  is  fully  repaired  before  any  trains  run,  it  could  be 
dosed  until  the  new  year . Pages  1, 7 

Police  shoot  supermarket  gunman 

■  A  disturbed  knifeman  who  went  on  the  rampage  in  a  busy 

city  supermarket  was  shot  dead  by  a  police  marksman  last 
night.The  40-year-old-man,  brandishing  a  knife  and  a  pair  of 
handcuffs,  ran  into  the  Coop  shop  in  Wash  wood  Heath  Road, 
Ward  End,  Birmingham,  after  an  argument  with  a  woman, 
believed  to  be  his  mother,  at  a  house  near  by_ . . Page  I 


EMU  debate 

The  Government  faced  mounting 
pressure  to  give  way  to  MPs  and 
allow  a  debate  on  the  single  cur¬ 
rency  after  suffering  an  embar¬ 
rassing  defeat - Page  1 

Civil  Service  dispute 

Sir  Robin  Butier.  the  Cabiner  sec¬ 
retary.  became  embroiled  in  a 
political  row  as  he  insisted  that 
the  impartiality  of  civil  servants 
had  not  been  compromised  by  a 
Tory  document  on  Labour  spend¬ 
ing  plans . Page  2 

Cotswold  ceasefire 

A  High  Court  judge  has  called  for 
a  ceasefire  to  a  costly  ten-year 
dispute  over  a  stone  wall  dividing 
two  medieval  homes  in  a  Cots- 
wolds  town . Page  3 

Crash  barrier 

Westminster  Gcrundl  yesterday 
banned  the  controversial  film 
Crash  from  its  cinemas  unless  the 
British  Board  of  Film  Censors 
gives  it  an  18-certificate  and  in¬ 
sists  on  cuts _ — _ Page  5 

Education  dispute 

Fresh  controversy  broke  out  over 
education  standards,  as  an  inter¬ 
national  study  showed  English 
teenagers  sliding  down  the  world 
league  in  mathematics  but  im¬ 
proving  in  science - Page  6 

Hattersiey’s  dog 

Roy  Hattersley  was  fined  after  his 
“over-friendly"  Buster,  a  Stafford¬ 
shire  bull  terrier,  inflicted  fatal 
injuries  on  a  goose- . Page  9 


Lawlessness  warning 

The  justice  system  for  young  of¬ 
fenders  is  condemned  by  the  Au¬ 
dit  Commission  which  says  that 
the  country  faces  a  further  in¬ 
crease  in  lawlessness  over  the 
next  decade - Page  II 

Library  attack 

The  new  British  Library  is  a  mod¬ 
el  to  the  nation  —  on  how  not  to 
manage  a  major  building  project, 
MPs  reported - - - Page  14 

Zaire  chaos 

Eastern  Zaire  descended  further 
into  chaos  as  a  UN  agency  said 
100,000  Rwandan  Hutu  refugees 
were  moving  north  from  Bukavu 
to  Gama,  while  rebels  contin¬ 
ued  their  advance  towards 
Kisangani - Page  15 

Clinton  Pacific  pledge 

At  the  start  of  his  two-week  tour  of 
Asia  and  Australia,  President 
Clinton  warned  China  against 
international  bullying  and 
pledged  that  the  Americans  were 
in  the  Pacific  to  stay - Page  16 

G  ingrich  election 

A  more  conciliatory  Newt  Ging¬ 
rich  gained  unanimous  support 
for  his  re-election  as  America's 
first  two-term  House  Speaker 
since  the  1920s - Page  17 

Gunman  ‘not  insane’ 

Tasmania's  Supreme  Court  was 
told  that  the  29-year-old  gunman 
accused  of  killing  35  people  was 
not  criminally  insane  but  had  a 

mental  age  of  ten - Page  IS 


Angler  catches  record  with  981b  fish 

■  A  catfish  seven  feet  long  and  weighing  981bs.  a  fish  without 
precedent  in  the  annals  of  British  angling,  has  been  caught 
from  an  Essex  lake.  It  was  taken  by  Steve  Bond  from  Oak 
Lodge,  a  two-acre  water  at  Rayleigh.  The  fish  was  half  as  heavy 
again  as  the  next  biggest  freshwater  fish  caught  in  Britain,  a 
641b  salmon  taken  by  Georgina  Ballantine  in  1922 Page  1 


For  the  first  tune  since  his  heart  bypass  operation  President  Yeltsin  was  shown  on  Russian  television 
enjoying  an  outing  in  the  grounds  of  Moscow’s  Central  Clinical  Hospital  with  his  wife,  Naina,  and  a  grar 
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Economy:  Shop  sales  bounced 
back  last  month  after  a  dip  in 
September,  according  to  official  fig¬ 
ures.  The  annual  rise  went  up  to  4.1 
per  cent  in  October  from  3.6  per 
cent  in  September . Page  27 

Mortgages:  The  revival  in  the 
housing  market  continued  last 
month  with  a  19  rise  in  in  net 
advances  on  mortgage  money  by 
building  societies _ Page  27 

Granada:  The  leisure  group  that 
acquired  Forte  earlier  this  year 
raised  pre-tax  profits  37  per  cent  to 
£480  million  in  the  year  to  end 
September - Page  27 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  fell  153  to 
3962.8.  Sterlings  index  fell  from 
923  to  92.0  after  a  rise  from  $1.6753 
to  $1.6768  but  a  fall  from  DM25173 
to  DM25110 _ Page  30 


Preview;  Female  rugby:  Women  At 
play  (Channel  4,  8pn0.  Review, 
LynnfiTruss  suffers  far  Nigel  Hawv 
,  ■  drome's  surgeon — . — ....Page 47 


Bomb  scare 

By  attacking  in  "such  detail  and  so 
early,  by  using  bombardment  rath- 
er.  than  blitzkrieg,  the  Tories  may, 
like  foe  Great  War  generals,  be 
giving  their  opponents  time  to 
straiglhm  their  defences  -  Page  23 

Madness  in  Minsk 

Belarus  was.  falling  far  behind  oth¬ 
er  former  communist  countries 
when  -  it  elected  Aleksandr  Luka¬ 
shenko  in  1994.  Since  then  its  slide 
has  been  precipitous— — Page  23 

Citizen  army 

President  Chirac  seeks  to  strength¬ 
en  the  glue'  which  holds  society 
together.  Yet :  France  promotes 
.  supra-national  government  which 
weakens  the  most  and  solid  form  of 
government  in  existence,  national 
government — .— . .  Page  23 


Football:  David  Seaman,  the 
Arsenal  goalkeeper,  could  be  out 
for  up  to  a  month  after  cracking 
three  ribs  during  the  match  against 
Manchester  United - Page  48 

Cricket  To  the  relief  of  all  Austra¬ 
lia,  and  the  profound  regret  of  West 
Indies'  batsmen,  Shane  Wame  is  fit 
to  resume  his  Test  career  after  a 

hand  operation - Page  50 

Rugby  league:  The  Super  League 
has  launched  a  championship  fea¬ 
turing  the  12  European  and  ten 
Australasian  clubs,  ft  will  be 
played  between.  June  and  October 

next  year....... —  _ Page  48 

Tennis:  Andre  Agassi  was  booed 
off  court  after  losing  his  opening 
match  to  Fete  Sampras  6-2.  6-1  in 
the  ATP  championship  finals  in 
Hanover . . . —  Page  49 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  POP 

Prince’s  new  album, 
Emancipation*  and  all 
the  top  CDs,  reviewed 
by  David  Sinclair 

■  SPORT 

Kicking  &  Screaming; 
Lynne  Truss 
stands  up  for 
Ruud  Gullit 


snoot  scream:  Lon  Chaney  is  re¬ 
stored  to  his  hideous  best  for  Fri¬ 
day's  Festival  Hall  screening  of  the 
1925  fihn  The  Phantom  of  the  Op¬ 
era.  with  music  written  and  con¬ 
ducted  by  Carl  Davis _ Page  36 

Brown  study:  Great  music  and 
Miranda  Richardson’s  acting  fail 
to  lift  Robert  Altman’s  jazz-and- 
crime  movie  Kansas  City  ..Page  37 

Making  tracks:  Last  year's  most 
controversial  film.  Trainspotting, 
adapted  from  Irving  Welsh*  novel 
of  junkie  lowlife,  gets  the  bexed-set 
video  treatment - - — Page  38 

SokHor,  soldier:  The  ENO  trium¬ 
phantly  brings  to  the  Coliseum 
stage  Die  Soldaten,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  German  opera  since  Berg's 
Lulu  —  and  reputedly  die  noisiest . 
opera  ever  written- _ Page  39 
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Grande  dame:  How.  has  Isabella  - 
Blow,  an  eccentric  English  aristo¬ 
crat,  become  one  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  fashion  people? „  Page  21 
Continent  cut  oft  Libby  Purves 
crossed  the  Channel  on  the  day 
Britain  became  an  island L  Page  21 
Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  describes 
symptoms  of  Parkinson's  Disease 
troubles  with  tattoos  and  how 
stress  can  protect  women- Page  20 


All  the  arts:  Roy  Strong  on  Sir 
Frederick  Ashton;.  tHe frisson;  of- 
cookery  books;  Pieter  Ackrqyd  on 
Blake  and  Burroughs, Pages  40, 41 


AH  on  board:  The  cruise,  oiks  only 
for  the  . rich,  is  increasingly  becorn-' 
ing  a  bargain T.'.l—  _ ! -Page  43 


Working  R  out:  League  tables  help 
you  to  assess  howindepeodent :  and  ] 
stateschods  measure  up.  Page 44 
Added  vduc  John  O’Leary  on 
paying  for  education - Page  44 


FSdel  Castro,  seeming  more  like’an  • 
orthodox  Rrpe  than  the  leader  of*  J 
revolution,  probably  hopes  to  usp 
tfie  Vatu»n*sgoodwiIL  But  his  visit  1 
to  flue  Holy  See  could  generate  a 
momentum  that  carries  Cuba  to-  , 
wards  liberty  —  El  Pais.  Madrid. 
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WILLIAM  REES-MOGG  :  7 

there  is  a  geography  of  reputation: 
Albert  Reynolds  has  his  reputation 
largely  in  Ireland,  .where  they 
know  hint,  riot  in  England,  where 
he  is  sibiply  a  foreign  politician. 
The  lesson  of  the  Reynolds  case  is 
that  there  is  no  call,  far  foreign 
statesmen  to  vindicate  their  politics 

in  pur  law  courts.: — - - Page  22 

CHRIS  WOODHEAD 
What  mote  can  wrdo  to  improve 
the  priispeets.of  inner-city  children? 
We  need,  first  to  move  on  from  our 
current  preoccupation  with  sanc¬ 
tions  to  consider  how  bad .  behav¬ 
iour  can  bea  voided — ^ —  Page  22 

JOFftt  BRYANT  .  ' 

Advertising. aimed  at  the  daret- 
drinking  classes  with  the  expensive 
season  tickets  typifies  the  changes 
that  have  taken  pSace  in  the  great 
British  football  crowd  u-u.  Page  46 
PETER  RIDDELL 

Without  a  continued  search  for  sav¬ 
ings  in  existing, programmes,  a 
Labour'  Goverftrneiit  would  find  it 
impassible  to  prevent  a  rise  in  the 
-  overall  burden  of  taxes — Page  12 
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impossible  to  prevent  a  rise  in  the  ~  14*  r.:  ~v 
-  overall  burden  of  taxes — Page  12  '  -zv  . 
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Lord  Bancroft;  head  of  toe  Home 
Civil  Service;  MarnthA  Mcnahm.^g3^'-^  * 
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Channel  Tunnel  fire;  Britain’s  pubs  '£ 

.and  brewers _ _ — _ _ Page  23.  . 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,331 


ACROSS 

I  Cries  of  excitement  from  women's 
steel  bands  (6). 

4  Craving  an  analgesic  bv  midnight 
IS; 

10  Deadlock  that's  broken  by  poli- 
iaaa/i  meeting  fool  (7). 

1 1  Outdoors  without  a  sort  of  shirr, 
perhaps  -  it's  balmy  (7). 

12  Place  where  one  has  to  drive 
absolutely  soberly  (10). 

15  Headlight  a  new  driver's  showing 
inside  small  building  (4). 

15  Sort  of  coffee  for  making  a  shake 
I7J. 

17  She  makes  entrance  to  house, 
putting  key  in  a  lock  (7). 

19  Hide  from  gasbag  endlessly  (7). 

ZI  Note  about  suspicious  marks  in 
plant  (7j. 

23  Bird  used  in  humble  pie  In  US? 
HI- _ 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20330 


HEESfUIIHa  SQHH00 

SB0SHS1BQ 
E3  ®  0  GO  H  ®  B II  £1  @  S  Q  □  □ 
0000SCI0S 
faniaBssQ  mnnizaiiSQ 
d  0  id  n  a  a 
snaBfflsnQ  gauss 
0  a  n  a  s  g 
stHsaa  ransBossu 
ffl  _  n  0  cn  n  o 
aaraaraas  anssinaa 
□  a  b  n  n  a  a  a 
aEaBBsaransaarinna 
SBEaoaara 
BBsmssa  mraotiinraniTi 


24  Composing  music  for  children 
(6.4). 

27  Choctaws  and  Mohawks  appear 
in  this  entertainment  13-4). 

28  Bishop's  staff  making  many  more 
hnpefaf  17). 

29  A  look  like  this  kills  (8j. 

30  Familiar  member  of  society  (6). 

DOWN 

1  Rubbish  reported  on  track  that's 
ruined  by  corporation  (9). 

2  Tyrannise  work-force  (7). 

3  Minister  has  to  wed  in  country 
style  (10). 

5  Girls'  game  in  northern  buffet 
dance  (5.4). 

6  Shooting  this  in  US  gun  club  (4). 

7  Send  to  Coventry  one  so  tardy  (7). 

8  Great  enjoyment,  rucking  inio 
asparagus  tops  (5). 

9  Cheese  provided  by  6,  thanks  (4). 

14  After  bolting,  locking  it  is  of  little 

use  (64). 

16  High  social  position  of  PRA?  (3.0), 

18  Bowled  over,  lost  one's  footing  (9). 

20  Wild  flower  absorbing  nitrogen 
(7). 

22  Beastly  chap  having  one  over  the 
eight  (7). 

23  Mount  getting  caushton  a  branch 
(5). 

25  fack  dress  (4). 

26  Man  previously  in  charge  of 
meeting  I  ran  W). 


limes  Two  Crossword,  page  52 


Lattst  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
OK  Wratfwr-  Afl  ragnm  0336  444  910 
OK  Roads -UrtgioHi  0336401410 
Irrudn  M25  0316401  746 

M25  md  Link  Roods  0336  401  747 

Nadonal  Konnoys  0336  401743 

Concmmal  Europe  0334  401  910 

Onwdetoiuij  0136  401  388 

Mooorttigio  Hwitfinjw 

6  Gromcfc  tirpons  0136  407  SOS 


Weather  by  Fax 


0136  407  MS 


DoJ  0336  Wtonri  t>gr  area  nrabcrfcmzi  joor  {ax 
WfacConv  4IA1M  ScoM  414  340 
Wife,  4I4  33S  \Swn!  416  341 

416  336  L snlor  416  143. 

wr  :j:;s  ass*— 


Imr-gra  Miuri  bretass  ‘ 

World  CRy  Weather  fes! 
t  S3  dcsttekboos  world  wtd 


6  day  tetBt 


bf  Phone  da! 
by  Fax  |mdex  raje) 

Motoring 

Europe  Cowry  by  Cocrzry 
Europew  6 xt  ana 
FrentJi  Hotsnoy^ 

Seaport  wlcnrasor. 
Duneylind  PirH 
LaShutde 


0136  41 1316 
0136  416133 


0336  401  883 
0136  401  886 
03X6  401  887 
0336  40}  882 
0336  401  409 
0336  401  89S 


441  Car  reports  by  fax 

"*»»  and  used  or  reports  from 
ef*iAA  menu  ef  195  an  0316  416  399 
DoJ  from  mr  fax  tovOcs. 

y«u  mjy  taro  eo  to  pcS  raea>«  node 


CjUi  n  darjed  it  per  »>-»««  cfmp  race. 
SQp  per  n*moeiei3  aAer  no. 


HOURS  OF  DARKNESS 
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K  A  MccnsaSs 
2.47*7! 

Full  moon  Nowrttsaf  25 
London  4  "A  t»- l- 

Biotd  »  fa  jr.  ■=  T-a  jtt 

Etfcnbursti  3  5-a  W!  !o  a  i-r. 
Manchester  4  53  err  7  42  jr 
PensancoJS’  ~  ”47 


Mxnitsa 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCUNG 
“4Ss  JP 


□  Gone  rah  En^and  and  Wales  will 
have  a  frosty  start.  It  wM  be  dry  and 
sunny  in  many  places  but  coastal 
places  exposed  to  the  north  win  have 
sleet  or  hail  showers 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  wffl 
have  showers  of  sleet,  snow  or  hail. 
Frost  is  expected 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
E  England:  frost,  some  showers  in 
the  east  but  mainly  dry  with  sunny 
spells.  Wind  northerly,  swinging  west- 
erty  mainly  moderate.  Cold.  Max  6C 
M3R. 

□  Centra!  S  England,  E  Midlands, 
W  Midlands,  Channel  Isles,  Cen¬ 
tral  N:  early  frost  then  dry  with  sunny 
spells  Wind  northwesterly  moderate 
fuming  ’westerly.  Cold.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  SW  England,  S  Wales,  N  Wales, 


NW  England,  Lake  District,  Isle  of 
Man,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  N 
Ireland:  frost  then  sunny  spate  and 
sleet  or  hail  showers,  snow  on  higher 
ground.  Wind  northwest  ertyrrlodwate 
to  fresh.  Cold.  Max  6C  [S3F). 

□  N£  England,  Borders,  Edin¬ 
burgh  A  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Cen¬ 
tral  Highlands:  frost,  then  sunny 
spelts  broken  by  hail  or  snow 
showers.  Wire!  northwesterly  mod¬ 
erate  to  fresh.  Cold.  Max  SC  (41 F). 

□  Moray  Firth,  ME  Scotland,  Ar¬ 
gyll.  NW  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shet¬ 
land  earty  frost,  frequent  hail  or  snow 
showers.  Wind  northwesterfy  mod¬ 
erate  to  fresh.  Cold.  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  Outlook:  wintry  showers  and 
widespread  frost 
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Tees  braced  for  Budget  cut  in  youth  training  funds 


By  Praup  BasSeit 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

KENNETH  CLARKE,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  is  expected  to 
cut  the  main  government  training 
programme  for  young  people  in 
next  week’s  Budget  by  up  to  20  per 
cent  Training  and  Enterprise 
Councils  are  Waring  themselves  for 
cuts  in  their  funding. 

Rumours  of  cuts  in  the  Tecs' 
funding  have  been  circulating 
among  training  leaders  for  some 
time.  Based  on  leaked  information 
from  sources  dose  to  the  Cabinet, 


Tec  leaders  believe  that  cuts  of 
between  10  per  cent  and  15  per  cent, 
and  perhaps  as  much  as  20  per  cent, 
will  be  announced  in  the  Budget. 

YT.  the  Government’s  main  pro¬ 
gramme  for  school  leavers,  offers 
vocational  training  to  16-  and  17- 
year-olds  to  the  equivalent  of  GCSE 
standard.  Currently  263.500  young 
people  are  on  YT,  and  with  Modem 
Apprenticeships,  the  programme 
with  which  it  is  linked,  costs  £669 
million. 

Even  though  overall  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  continuing  to  fall,  unem¬ 
ployment  among  young  people 


remains  high,  and  Tec  leaders 
believe  that  cuts  on  such  a  scale  in 
what  they  claim  is  now  a  successful 
programme  will  provoke  strong 
opposition  from  business;  training 
providers  and  the  opposidon. 

.  Today,  Gillian  Shephard.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  Education  and 
Employment,  will  publish  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  latest  strategic  guidance 
document  for  Tecs,  called  Tecs 
Beyond  2000,  which  in  effect  is  a 
five-year  plan  on  what  the  Govern¬ 
ment  sees  as  their  future  tasks. 

The  document  will  strongly 
emphasise  the  need  for  Tecs  and 


local  authorities  to  work  together  at 
local  level  towards  local  economic 
development  It  will  set  our  the 
rationalisation  of  business  services 
that  Tecs  help  to  provide  through 
the  Government’s  Businesi  Links 
network,  and  will  seek  to  foster 
further  mergers  between  Tecs  and 
chambers  of  commerce,  which 
Michael  Heseitine,  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  is  understood  to  be  press¬ 
ing  for  ptuticularly. 

The  guidance  will  also  attempt  to 
resolve  some  of  the  local  rivalries 
between  chambers.  Tecs  and  Busi¬ 
ness  Links  by  making  it  clear  that 


the  BLs  are  the  “retail  ami”  of  the 
organisations,  which  manage  their 
funding,  including  Tecs. 

Chris  Humphries,  the  Tec  Nat¬ 
ional  Council  policy  director,  said: 
"Young  people  are  dearly  opting  for 
YT  and  Modem  Apprenticeships  as 
their  learning  route  of  choice.” 

Tecs  also  said  that  YT  was 
showing  “significant"  quality  im¬ 
provements,  moving  away  from 
what  they  admitted  was  its  earlier 
reputation  as  a  programme  offering 
low-level  skills.  The  organisation 
said  that  in  1995-96,  S2  per  cent  of  all 
the  qualifications  obtained  by  YT 


participants  were  at  NVQ  Level  2 
and  above  —  equivalent  to  GCSE  — 
compared  with  37  per  cent  in  in  1991. 

Sir  Garry  Johnson.  Tec  National 
Council  chairman,  who  will  join 
Mrs  Shephard  in  announcing  the 
new  guidance,  strongly  defended 
YT,  raying:  “Government  figures 
show  that  more  than  84  per  cent  of 
young  people  who  complete  YT 
either  get  a  job.  or  go  on  to 
continuing  full-time  education.” 

With  youth  unemployment  still 
high.  Sir"  Garry  added,  “YT  offers  a 
real  beacon  of  hope  and 
opportunity”. 


pressures 
for  Clarke 

By  Janet  Bush  and  Robert  Miller 


. 't  ': 


■  ■  KENNETH  CLARKE,  the 

~v  Chancellor,  came  tinder  fur¬ 

ther  pressure  yesterday  to 
"•  resist  a  giveaway  Budget  and 

..  _  consider  further  increases  in 

_  .  ...  interest  rates  after  figures 

s  I±  '  suggesting  considerable  eoo- 

T*:  /rr[  nomic buoyancy. 

ltr-  The  last  batch,  of  key  eco- 

-  - nomic  statistics .  before  next 

Tuesday’s  Budget  _  included 
strong  bank  and  building 
society'  lending,  a  surge  in 
'•»  money  supply,  a  new  record 
for  car  production  and 
another  healthy  rise  in  high 
street  spending. 

Lf  ’  In  the  City,  slocks  and 

^  government  bonds  fefl  on 

*,  '  '  fears  that  Mr  Clarice  wffi  be 

»  forced  to  raise  interest  rates 

-i  i:  again,  under  pressure  from 

the  Bank  of  England.  The  next 
1  -  meeting  cn.raies  is  on  Decem- 

£  -  ’  ber  II. 

The  Office  for  National 
®  Statistics  said  that  retail  sates 

£  ■  ruse  0.4  per  cent  in  October. 

reversing  the  03  per  cent  drop 
£  • '  •„  recorded  in  September.  These 
figures  were  in  line  with  City 
forecasts  and  confirmed  that 
* v  consumer  spending  is  robust 

.  However,  there  was  vrorry- 


Pcnmngton 


ing  news  for  the  City  in  the 
shape  of  a  1.1  per  cent  rise  in 
the  M4  measure  of  broad 
.money  supply  in  October. 
? Annual  growth  rose  to  103  per 
cent  from  9.9  per  cent  in 
September-  The.  measure  has 
now  been  outside  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  3  to  9  per  cent  monitor¬ 
ing  range  for  a  year.  Although 


- - . - -rr: —  _ 

to  take  much  notice  or  strong 
growth  m  M4.  the  Bank  of 
England  will  be  concerned. 

The  main  component  boost¬ 
ing  M4  was  a  huge  17.4 billion 

jump  in  bank  and  building 
society  lending,  which  com¬ 
pared  with  a  much  smaller, 
increase  of  £3.7  billion  in 
Scptcmher.  It  may  well  be  that 
lending  was  boosted  by  com¬ 
panies  borrowing  to  finance 
corporation  tax  repayments, 
which  were  particularly 
strong  in  October.  However, 
other  lending  figures  yester¬ 
day  suggested  across  the 
board  and  genuine  strength  in 

credit  demand. 

Separate  figures  from  the 
British  Bankers’  Assraattrai 
showed  that  lending  by  the 
main  British  banking  groups 


rose  £3.07  billion  in  October, 
compared  with  an  increase  of 
£2.40  billion  in  September. 
Hie  BBA  said  that  mortgage 
lending  and  consumer  credit 
were  both  strong,  but  also  that 
there  was  mow  a  greater  and 
more  widespread  appetite  for 
finance  within  industry. 

The  Bufidmg  Societies  Asso¬ 
ciation  said  net  mortgage  ad¬ 
vances  in  October  were  £13 
billion,  compared  withEl.l  bil¬ 
lion  in  September,  while  ap¬ 
provals  were  up  sharply  at 
£3.9  billion,  compared  with 
£35  bfllkm.  Gross  advances 
rose  £324  million  to  £3.8 
bflliaQ- 

Adrian  Cbles,  director-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  BSA,  said  new 
lending  to  first-time  buyers 
and  people  trading  up  was 
mudh  higher  than  at  the  start 
of  the  year.  However,  he 
added  that,  while  the  recovery 
in  mortgage  lending  was 
soundly  based,  the  035  per 
cent  rise  in  base  rates  at  the 
end  of  October,  along  with  the 
approaching  Budget,  may 
have  introduced  some  uncer¬ 
tainty  into  the  market,  which 
could  affect  tending  in  the  next 
month  or  so. 

"The  Chancellor’s  overrid¬ 
ing  aim  in  his  Budget  next 
week  should  therefore  be  for 
economic  stability,"  be  said. 

The  BSA  also  reported  an 
inflow  of  savers’  funds  of  £928 
million  in  October,  compared 
with  £512  million,  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  It  suggested  that  fears  of  a 
stock  market  “correction"  may 
have  driven  would-be  equity 
investors  back  to  the  haven  of 
building  society  savings 
accounts. 

Mr  Giles  noted  that  there 
was  usually  an  up-turn  in 
savings  at  this  time  of  year,  as 
people  begun  to  save  for 
Christmas,  but  that  Octobers 
inflow  was  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  in  the  previous 
month  and  the  highest  since 
September  last  year. 

He  said:  “Societies’  success 
may  reflect  investors’  caution 
over  personal  equity  plans 
after  widespread  comment 
about  the  possibility  of  share 
prices  faffing,  but  it  is  also 
related  to  the  attractive  inter¬ 
est  rates  available  on  many 
building  society  products.” 

UK  production  of  cars  accel¬ 
erated  39.3  per  cent  last  month 
to  record  its  highest  October 
total.  The  figure  for  October 
was  179,963,  compared  with 
129.192  in  October  1995. 


Gerry  Robinson  rejected  calls  for  a  demerger  of  Granada’s  television  side 

Granada  impresses  Cily 
with  handling  of  Forte 


A  YEAR  on  from  the  launch  of 
its  bid  battle  for  Forte,  Grana¬ 
da.  the  media  and  hotels 
company,  impressed  the  City 
yesterday  by  fulfilling  its 
promises  and  delivering  a  37 
per  cent  increase  in  full-year 
profits,  before  tax  and. 
exceptional,  to  £480  million. 

At  die  time  of  the  E3.9  billion 
bid.  Granada,  which  now 
controls  businesses  ranging 
from  Happy  Eaters  to  Coro¬ 
nation  Street,  set  itself  a  profit 
target  of  an  extra  El  00  million 
from  the  Forte  businesses  by 
the  end  of  1997. 

The  company  yesterday  dis¬ 
closed  that  it  had  raised  profits 
by  £40  million  In  the  first  eight 
and  half  months  since  win¬ 
ning  control  of  Forte  —■  well 
above  analysts'  expectations. 

However.  Granada  shares 
fell  lOp,  to  882* 2p,  after  a 
martetf  rumour  that  the  com¬ 
pany  was  interested  in  buying 
Accor,  the  French  hotels  com¬ 
pany,  although  Charles  Allen, 
Granada's  chief  executive,  flat¬ 
ly  denied  the  speculation. 

Some  City  critics  were  also 
disappointed  that  Gerry  Rob- 


By  Alasdair  Murray 

inson,  chairman,  again  reject¬ 
ed  demerger  of  the  media  side 
and  said  that  Granada  had  no 
plans  to  sell  its  10.8  per  cent  of 
BSkyB,  the  satellite  broadcast¬ 
er,  in.  the  near  future. 

The  hotel  division,  acquired 
in  the  Forte  takeover,  recorded 
profits  of  £168  million,  a  53  per 
cent  rise  on  a  like-for-like  basis. 
Profits  of  the  Exclusive  chain  of 
hotels,  which  Granada  is  sell¬ 
ing  grew  by  60  per  cent,  to  £31 
mill  inn.  Granada  sold  the 
Hyde  Park  Hotel  to  Mandarin 


Jstir 
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Oriental  International  for  £86 
million  this  week. 

The  media  division,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Granada  and  LWT  tele¬ 
vision  franchises,  lifted  its  prof¬ 
its  17  per  cent  to  £163  million. 
Coronation  Street  branding 
deals,  in  dud  ing  sponsorship 
by  Cadbury  Schweppes,  add¬ 
ed  £8  million  in  revenue. 

The  restaurant  division  in¬ 
creased  operating  profits  by  SO 
per  cent,  to  £217  million,  aided 
by  induskm  of  former  Forte 
businesses,  such  as  Little 
Chef.  Granada  said  that  Wel¬ 
come  Break,  the  motorway 
service  chain,  had  increased 
profits  by  39  per  cent  and  is  set 
for  disposal  early  next  year. 
Rental  division  profits  rose  by 
3  per  cent,  to  £126  million. 

Exceptional  costs  were  £76 
million,  induding  £73  million 
for  a  reorganisation  of  Forte 
businesses  involving  nearly 
600  job  losses.  Granada  said 
there  will  be  no  more  charges. 

The  total  dividend  rises  by 
11  per  cent  to  13p.  A  final  pay¬ 
out  of  8.765p  is  due  on  April  1. 
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Majority  favour  higher  public  spending 
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approve  of  higher  spending  on  health 
and  52  per  cent  on  education,  even  if 
taxes  were  raised.  Almost  four  of  every 
ten  people  fed  the  same  about  spend¬ 
ing  on  the  police. 

The  IPS  said:  “People’s  attitudes  stem 
to  Ite  driven  by  a  combination  of  self- 
interest  and  a  sense  of  die  common 
good.  In  particular,  many  richer  individ¬ 
uals  viewed  higher  Spending  on  educa¬ 
tion  as  in  the  national  interest  even  if 
they  did  not  believe  that  their  own 
household  would  directly  benefit  from 


this."  Richer  people  seemed  inclined 
to  favour  higher  spending  on  health 
and  education  even  when  financed 
through  income-related  taxes. 

The  study  found  that  parents  who 
send  their  children  to  private  schools 
seem  to  be  most  supportive  of  im¬ 
provements  in  the  stale  education 
system.  This,  it  is  suggested,  was 
because  they  had  opted  only  reluctant¬ 
ly  for  private  schooling,  feeling  (hai 
they  had  been  freed  with  little  choice. 
□  The  Adam  Smith  Institute's  Budget 


submission  published  today  urges  the 
Chancellor  to  abolish  or  phase  out 
capita]  gains  tax.  end  inheritance  tax. 
reduce  excise  duties  on  alcohol  and 
extend  childcare  lax  relief  to  small 
employers.  The  institute  also  advo¬ 
cates  tax  relief  on  home  improvements 
dial  increase  living  space.  This,  it  says, 
would  decrease  the  need  for  expand¬ 
ing  families  to  move  and  reduce 
pressure  on  the  green  belL _ 
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Bill  Gates  gets 
3%  stake  in 
Chiroscience 
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By  Paul  Durman 


BILL  GATES,  the  founder 
and  chairman  of  Microsoft, 
is  to  take  a  3  per  cent  stake  in 
Chiroscience  as  part  of  the 
biotechnology  company’s 
$120  million  acquisition  of 
Darwin  Molecular  Corpora¬ 
tion.  an  American  genetic 
engineering  firm. 

Mr  Gates  and  Paul  Allen, 
Microsoft's  co-founder,  each 
own  14  per  cent  of  Darwin, 
which  like  Microsoft  is 
based  in  Seattle.  The  all¬ 
share  deal,  announced  yes¬ 
terday,  will  give  Mr  Gales, 
who  is  a  director  of  Darwin, 
a  holding  of  a  little  more 
than  3  per  cent  in  the 
Chiroscience  equity. 

Chiroscience  is  one  of 
Britain’s  largest  biotech 
companies,  valued  in  the 
stock  market  at  nearly  £300 
million.  Its  first  drug,  a 
painkiller,  has  just  been 
launched  in  Spain,  but 
Chiroscience  is  working  on  a 
local  anaesthetic  and  cancer 
drugs  that  are  potentially 
more  important 

John  Pad  field,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Chiroscience.  said  the 
deal  with  Darwin  would 
give  the  company  access  to 
many  new  drug  candidates. 


and  to  a  “world  class  toolbox” 
of  skills  that  will  help  it  to 
develop  its  existing  products. 

Darwin  works  on  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  drug  development 
process,  identifying  the  genes 
responsible  for  diseases.  It 
also  has  expertise  in  molecular 
biology  and  combinatorial 
chemistry.  Chiroscience  hopes 
that  Darwin  will  enable  it  to 
improve  its  MMP  inhibitors, 
an  important  class  of  arthritis 
and  cancer  drugs. 

Dr  Padfield  said:  “It  really  is 
a  case  of  1  plus  1  making  so 
much  more."  He  said  Mr 
Gates  took  part  in  the  merger 
talks,  and  added:  "He  is  very, 
very  keen  on  j  Darwin^] 
science.” 

Chiroscience  will  issue 
around  19  million  shares  to 
pay  for  Darwin  —  the  exact 
number  will  depend  on  its 
average  share  price  in  the  first 
two  weeks  of  December.  Yes¬ 
terday  Chiroscience's  shares 
rose  [Opto35812p. 

David  Galas,  Darwin's 
chief  scientific  officer,  will 
become  an  executive  director 
of  Chiroscience.  Ronald  Cape, 
co-founder  and  chairman  of 
Darwin,  will  also  join  the 
board. 
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Power  cut 

National  Power,  the 
generator,  suffered  a  24  per 
cent  fall  in  pre-tax  profits 
to  £194  million  in  the  six 
months  to  the  end  of 
September,  partly  because  of 
a  £57  million  charge  over 
the  failed  bid  for  Southern 
Electric.  A  20  per  cent  fall 
In  output  is  expected.  Page  2S 

Racing  ahead 

British  car  production 
rose  39  per  cent  in  October 
thanks  to  a  surge  in 
exports  and  a  steady  home 
market  Page  32 
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Dawson 
confident 
despite  a 
13%  fall 

U>  S\KAH  Cli\XI\G1l4M 

DAWSON  INTERNATION¬ 
AL  the  knitwear  group  best 
known  for  Pringle  cashmere 
sweaters.  suffered  a  13  per 
cent  drop  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
£7.3  million  in  the  six  months 
ended  September  28.  There 
was  a  3  per  cenl  fall  in  sales  to 
£154.3  million  from  EI6S.6 
million. 

Derek  Finlay.  chairman, 
said  yesterday  that  despite  the 
latest  profits  dip:  “The  turn¬ 
around  at  Dawson  Interna¬ 
tional  is  now  proceeding  on 
course." 

lie  said  sales  of  Pringle's 
new  Faldo  collection  arc 
guing  well  and  that  the  main 
cause  of  the  fail  in  group  sales 
in  the  first  half  was  a  slow 
start  to  the  winter  season  in 
America,  where  the  disenunt 
stores  have  been  slow  to  lake 
delivery  from  JE  Morgan,  its 
thermal  underwear 

subsidiary. 

Mr  Finlay  said  that  retail 
sales  of  the  goods  are  going 
well,  “so  we  expect  to  sec  Full 
delivery  of  orders  in  hand". 

Construction  of  a  cashmere 
itch  airing  plant  in  Baotou. 
Inner  Mongolia,  has  begun. 
It  is  intended  to  protect  the 
croup's  long-term  supply  of 
top-quality  Chinese  raw  while 
cashmere. 

Earnings  fell  to  3.lp  a  share 
from  3.8p  but  the  interim 
dividend  has  been  held  at 
lop.  payable  on  January  IP. 
Net  debt  was  reduced  by  £9.5 
million  year-on-year  to  E74.3 
million.  Net  gearing  was 
pulled  back  to  50  per  cent 
from  54  per  cent. 


TOMY  WHITE 


Derek  Finlay,  chairman,  with  Davina  Kruse,  a  model,  dressed  in  part  of  the  company’s  latest  Pringle  range 


National  Power  warns  of 
big  reduction  in  output 


Bx  CHRISTINE  Bl  CKLKY, 
l\Dl  M'RUJL  CORRKSPUNDF.Vr 

NATIONAL  power  yester¬ 
day  cave  warning  of  a  sub¬ 
stantial  full  in  its  output  and 
disclosed  a  £57  million  charge 
for  its  abortive  attempt  to  buy 
u  regional  electricity  company. 

The  country 's  largest  genera¬ 
tor.  which  earlier  this  year  was 
forced  m  sell  off  4.000  mega¬ 
watts  of  power  stations,  said 
that  its  output  would  fall  by  20 
per  cent  by  the  end  of  its  finan¬ 
cial  year  in  March  as  the  gener¬ 
ating  market  hecomes  more 
competitive.  Its  one-off  charge 
for  the  blocked  move  on  South¬ 
ern  Electric  cut  pre-tax  pmfirs 
for  the  half  year  to  September 


30  by  24  per  cent,  to  £IQ4  mil¬ 
lion.  Most  of  the  charge  —  £52 
million  —  came  from  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  a  stake  that  National 
Power  took  in  Southern  Elec¬ 
tric  before  the  Government 
barred  a  takeover. 

However,  the  generator  had 
happier  experiences  with  over¬ 
seas  operations,  which,  after 
some  time  of  low  delivers, 
have  started  to  show  profit 
growth.  At  the  halfway  stage, 
international  activities  con¬ 
tributed  £23  million  to  profits, 
up  from  £b  million  for  1 905. 

Keith  Henry  ,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  that  National  Pow¬ 
er's  international  interests 
were  starting  to  deliver  what 
they  had  promised.  The  com¬ 


pany  has  predicted  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  £70  million  for  the  full 
year  and  £145  million  for  the 
following  year. 

National  Power  spent  more 
than  £600  million  on  overseas 
projects  last  year.  Such  spend¬ 
ing  is  unlikely  to  be  repeated 
in  the  short  term,  but  the  com¬ 
pany  is  committed  to  having 
40  per  cent  of  its  assets  over¬ 
seas  by  the  end  of  the  decade. 
At  present,  direct  ownership  of 
overseas  plant  amounts  to 
about  16  per  cent  of  National 
Power  assets. 

In  the  UK.  the  company 
aims  to  maintain  a  market 
share  of  between  20  and  23  per 
cent  as  more  electricity  is  gen¬ 
erated  by  other  companies’.  In 


the  period  ro  September  30. 
however,  its  marker  share  was 
27  per  cent. 

After  the  veto  by  Ian  Lang. 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  of  both  National  Pow¬ 
er's  bid  for  Southern  Electric 
and  POwerGcn's  bid  for  Mid¬ 
lands  Electricity.  National 
ftower  is  resigned  to  a  domes¬ 
tic  market  in  which  little 
growth  is  possible.  However. 
Mr  Henry"  said  that  talks  were 
progressing  with  a  couple  of 
regional  companies  to  join 
forces  before  1998  and  the 
opening  of  the  domestic  mar¬ 
ket  to  competition. 

The  interim  dividend,  pay¬ 
able  on  January  14.  rises  by  II 
per  cent  to  6p. 
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Maybe  we 
should  expand 
our  name. 

After  all, 
were  certainly 
developing 
our  worldwide 
business. 


IoD  rules 
out  public 
support 
for  Tories 

Bv  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 


BRITAIN'S  company  direc¬ 
tors  want  the  Conservatives  to 
win  the  general  election,  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Institute  of  Directors 
said  yesterday  as  they 
launched  their  pre-election 
business  manifesto. 

But  in  spite  of  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  political  preference  of 
most  of  its  members,  the  IoD 
refused  to  give  public  support 
ro  the  Conservatives. 

Ian  Lang.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  wfll 
address  the  loD’s  annual  din¬ 
ner  next  week,  believes  that 
business  should  not  attempt  to 
maintain  a  position  of  political 
neutrality  in  the  run-up  to  the 
election,  but  should  fully  sup¬ 
port  the  Conservatives  as  the 
party  best  suited  to  ii. 

Tim  Melville-Ross,  the 
IoD's  Director-General,  ac¬ 
cepted  yesterday  that  the  insti¬ 
tute's  refusal  to  give  support  to 
any  particular  political  party 
would  disappoint  Mr  Lang 
and  other  ministers. 

While  he  insisted  that  the 
IoD  would  work  with  any 
elected  government,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  most  of  the 
institute's  57.000  company- 
director  members  were  likely 
to  be  Conservative  supporters 
and  that  they  would  want  the 
party  to  continue  its  post-1979 
unbroken  run. 

Ministers  are  likely  to  be 
particularly  annoyed  that  the 
free-market  IoD  felt  unable 
publicly  to  support  the  Con¬ 
servatives’  re-election,  particu¬ 
larly  since  its  leaders  acknowl- 
edge  privately  that  most  of  the 
measures  it  is  seeking  in  its 
business  manifesto  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  version  for  small  firms  are 
in  the  main  dosely  in  line  with 
the  Conservatives’  policy 
agenda. 

Emphasising  that  business 
competitiveness  is  the  key  to 
Britain’s  future  prosperity,  the 
IoD  said  that  the  next  govern¬ 
ment  should  maintain  a  stable 
economy,  stay  out  of  a  single 
currency  “for  the  foreseeable 
future”,  retain  Britain's  opt- 
out  from  the  EU  social  chapter 
and  resist  other  European 
sodai  law.  reject  a  minimum 
wage  and  continue  to 
minimise  regulations. 
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Ford  drops 
BDDP 
as  agency 

By  Jason  Nissfe 

BDDP.  the  Anglo-French  ad¬ 
vertising  group  that  GGT 
Group  is  buying  for  £105 
million,  has  been  hit  by  the 
defection  of  an  account  worth 
$50  million  a  year. 

Wells  Rich  Greene,  the  New 
York  agency  that  C«GT 
describes  as  the  jewel  in 
BDDPs  crown,  has  lost  the 
corporate  advertising  account 
for  Ford,  the  motor  group.  The 
business,  which  has  annua! 
revenues  of  $50  million  and 
generates  an  estimated  profit 
of  $6  million,  has  gone  to 
Ogilvv  &  Mather,  which  is 
part  of  WPP  Group. 

The  loss  comes  at  an  embar¬ 
rassing  rime  for  GGT.  Mike 
Greenlees,  its  chief  executive, 
and  Mark  Bay  (is.  its  finance 
director,  have  been  touring 
institutional  investors  drum¬ 
ming  up  backing  for  the 
BDDP  merger,  which  will 
triple  GGTs  size. 

The  advertising  group  pro¬ 
poses  to  finance  the  deal 
through  a  rights  issue,  raising 
more  than  £55  million,  and  its 
shares  have  heen  suspended 
because  of  the  sue  of  the  deal. 

The  loss  of  the  Ford  account 
will  more  than  wipe  out  the 
benefits  GGT  has  been  promis¬ 
ing  from  mming  Wells  Rich 
Greene's  Manhattan  offices  to 
less  expensive  accommodation. 

BDDP  recently  completed 
the  buyout  of  Financial  Dy¬ 
namics’.  the  UK  public  rela¬ 
tions  firm,  in  a  deal  which 
gave  senior  staff  bonus  pay¬ 
ments  of  £200.000  each. 


OFT  delays  ruling  on 
Northern  Electric 
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£  Start  arise  lar^yj™, 

bid  by  Dominion  Resources,  of  Virginia,  for  East  Midlands 
Electricity  given  the  proximity.of  a  general  election. 

us  utility  based  in  New  Orleans,  yesterday 
ended  peculation  that  it  was  about  to  hunch i>Wi for 
London  nrctricity,  confirming  that  the  two  companies  had 
held  exploratory  talks  but  saying  dtscusnoi ns  hs a^now 
ended.  Patrick  Sweeney,  a  spokesman  for  the  US  utility, 
refused  to  say  on  what  grounds  the  talks  liad  failed.  London 
Electricity  offered  a  similarly  terse  response. 

Go-ahead  for  Go-Ahead 

GO-AHEAD,  the  bus  and  train  operator,  has  been 
shortlisted  to  tender  for  the  Thames  Link  rail  franchise 
through  Govia.  a  joint  venture  with  VIA-GTI.  the  multina¬ 
tional  transport  group  in  France.  Thames  Lmk  is  regarded  as 
•  one  of  the  most  lucrative  franchises,  carrying  commuters 
between  Brighton  and  Bedford  via  the  centre  of  London.  Go- 
Ahead  recently  won  the  London-Hereford  Thames  Trains 
franchise,  which  takes  in  Oxford  and  Gatwick.  It  is  also  the 
second  largest  private  bus  operator  in  London. 

Network  prices  to  fall 

PRICES  paid  by  Mercury  Communications,  the  cable 
companies  and  other  telecommunications  operators  for 
using  British  Telecom’s  network  will  fell  by  12  per  cent 
over  last  year,  Oftel.  the  industry  regulator,  said 
yesterday.  The  watchdog  said  that  the  reduction  “reflects 
the  downward  movement  of  costs  in  telecommunica¬ 
tions”.  However  analysts  said  that  the  reduction  will  have 
only  a  small  effect  on  BTs  income  and  potential  savings 
for  competitors. 

Expansion  hits  Eidos 

El  DOS,  the  computer  games  developer,  returned  sales  of  £2ft5 
million  (£26.000)  in  the  half  year  to  September  30.  after  a  full 
six-month  contribution  from  Centregold,  which  it  bought  for 
£17  million  in  March.  However,  the  expansion  also  brought 
pre-tax  losses  to  an  expected  £4.71  million  (£364,000  loss)  after 
much  higher  administration  expenses  and  heavy  redundancy 
costs  stemming  from  the  acquisition.  Losses  were  38.4p  per 
share  (0.13p  loss).  There  is*  again  no  dividend. 

Bunce  in  shares  spree 

MARK  BUNCE,  chief  executive  of  Country'  Casuals,  the 
fashion  retailer,  has  bought  75.000  shares  in  the  company  at 
68p  a  share,  a  total  cost  of  £51.000.  The  move  came  a  day  after 
the  company  gave  warning  that  its  annual  profits  would  be. 
“materially  below  forecasts"  after  a  “significant  deteriora¬ 
tion"  in  trading  at  two  of  its  divisions  since  its  interim  results 
were  reported  on  October  9.  The  shares  fell  from  fOOp  to  64p 
on  Tuesday,  but  finished  up  8p,  at  72p.  yesterday. 

Abbey  in  private  bank 

ABBEY  NATIONAL,  the  former  building  society  turned 
bank,  yesterday  launched  an  international  private  banking 
operation  in  a  joint  venture  with  Hambros  Bank  and  Dah 
Sing  Financial  Holdings,  a  Hong  Kong  company.  The  DAH 
Private  Bank  will  provide  private  banking  services  and 
investment  advice  to  clients  with  liquid  assets  of  more  than 
£150.000.  Abbey  National  and  Hambros  are  to  invest  £6.6 
million  each  in  the  new  venture. 

Tax  appeals  reform  plea 

BRITISH  tax  appeals  involve  a  baffling  maze  of  provisions  that, 
need  overhauling,  according  to  the  Tax  Law  Review  Committee. 
In  the  direct  tax  field,  the  committee  believes  that  there  must  be 
reform  to  equip  the  appeals  tribunals  that  self-assessment  will 
bring.  The  committee's  recommendations  include  improve¬ 
ments  in  selecting  members  to  local  tribunals  in  direct  tax 
appeals  and  changes  in  the  way  appeals  are  allocated  in  the 
High  Court  to  ensure  a  core  of  judges  with  rax  experience. 

Seasonal  slowdown 

VCI.  the  video,  book  and  audio  publishing  group,  said  that  the 
Christinas  shopping  season  had  so  far  been  slower  than  last 
year.  The  company  said  that  in  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year 
trade  was  ahead  of  expectations,  but  since  then,  "the  early 
India  Pons  are  that  the  critical  Christmas  shopping  season 
has  been  slower  than  last  year  to  gather  full  momentum  in  the 
marirets  m i  which  we  operate".  VCI  added  that  it  was  still 
confident  that  its  objectives  for  1996  were  achievable. 

Candle  firm  creates  jobs 

£  *?y  ■»  American-owned  candle  firm 

was  annouheed  yesterday.  * 
IwiSJ ^SSEF*  M,Lopen  a  new  factory  in  Barrow  Si 
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•JabL-  -u  'X’irdev  h  i-  d.-luvp.xl  ,i  cmn;  enmpetitiv-j 
performance  during  the  f-r  t  half  nt‘  -h-.-  V'.-jr. 
We  Hjvc  Jchic’-ed  tmprev.iv.-  h  .'.id  line  itr-VA-rh  with 
turnover  ahead  by  14""  anti  ettiurm-V  lux  j'minuni 
jn  improve,  with  operating  m-irsint  up  2  t>.  Cash 
increased  hv  £22  »  mi!l;.«:i  j;iti  c-c  ceded  the 
billion  pound  mark  Jur  the  tir  ;  -i:-.e 

A\  indicated  hi  the  li!laitx.ui  rcs'iii1.  Cable  iC 
Wirek-xx  -  operuti.'lii  in  pie:  '9  «.m:n>riex  -  nuimain. 
its  drive  to  be  a  is  u  rid  leader  m  eu: iununk.it ions 
lech rmlngi  ami  cumijukt  seniiC.  1  he  pisi  -ax  months 
h.T-e  seen  nujur  deivlopraenix  for  :hi  company. 

In  the  l”K.  ne  announced  our  intention  to  :>rm  a 
new  conijiini.  Cable  CC  Wirelsv.  ComiTVjnicitior-.  from 
a  merge:  of:  lie  .iperjtiutu  ni  Mrrcnr.'  Group.  Nynet. 
Ci bleCo mins  Group.  Bel!  OMeineJia  and  \  akntron 
Holding..  Cable  &  Wireless  Communications  will 
be-  able  to  prmiJc  fixed  am!  mobile  telephone,  broad¬ 


band  0.11.1  miRsmivior..  cm:ru:r.rr.mt.  S-.r-'  r'  Jn-.;---- 
ind  inieracti'-e  ‘wevs  in  i  ‘irtiv  ra.-^cc. 

In  German*--.  we  ar.nour.;sd  :hc:  o::  .'.larc-.- 
uiip  VfcRA  "  iii  be  -.trer.ctheneii  r ■  tatther 
partnership  with  th±  uuiiiic*  c.-enri--.  K'A'E 
te.ilign  mi:  posir-nn  :r 
comrr.uniLjriunx  market. 

!n  Australia.  Optu,  .t-.m  .-■p-r  .oe  re  ::l:x. 
four  and  a  :u!f  after  :ar  m2  ..  r..-v.  in  a 
strong  position  t.i  «_ j p i ; ^  1 :  „■  «»:;  ir.  r  •  ir.  a 
rapidiv  yrov.ini;  er.iir.it:.”.— ■ 

lr.  Hoik  Kong  Alia  Sit  repo  rri  rrcvri  rL'-vear 
profits,  and  looked  lor.iard  rerrer 
the  full  ivar.  (Tie  £61  miKi'.n  'cL.-d  bv  the 
of  a  I0ft„  share  in  A  tj1?.;;  a.  -ne  c-iropiny'i 

timarion  on  rhj  New  York  and  H><n;  Koru  j-sock 
exchange,  tie tr.on;t rates  our  cer.tir.u.’J  anihii  :r« 
realise  value  irom  our  investments. 
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Public  Consultation 
Control  of  Regional  Television  Lii 
by  United  News  &  Media 

The  Independent  Television  Commission  is  ini 
comment  on  whether  the  continued  holding  of 
Channel  3  licences  for  the  South  and  South-Easi 

^  ^dla"  BrTOdcast“B  limited  and  for  the : 
land  by  Angha  Television  Limited,  which  are  a 
Ututed  News  Sc  Media  (UNficM ),  operates  again 
rnteresc.  The  ,ssue  arises  because  UN&M  also  c 
Express,  The  Express  on  Sunday  (formerly  : 
Egress)  and  the  DaUy  Star,  and  cermin'  lo«l 
wh,ch  circulate  in  the  East  of  Eng^  (Anglia  1 

^  matters  m  which  the  ITC  must  have  regard 

a  determination  on  this  issue  include  thede 
promoong  plurality  of  ownership  and  dwershyi 

CenaW  CCOn°mic  spedfica 

from  the  merger,  and  the  effect  of  the  merger  or 
operaaon  of  the  broadcasting  and  new*pa£r  ” 

R^-detabate  containedmapress  release  av, 
nc.  Comments  should  be  sent  to  the  Secret; 
Foley  Street,  London  WlP  7LB  by  13  DeoSS 


JTc 


> 


i 


BUSINESS  NEWS  29 


the  times  Thursday  November  21 19% 


□  Robinson’s  no-sale  strategy  vindicated  □  Tokyo’s  Big  Bang  could  benefit  investors  □  Economy  does  not  need  fiscal  boost 


□  IN  some  cases,  the  share  price 

tells  its  own  story.  Granada 
Group’s  hostile  takeover-  hid  for 
Ebrte  was  launched  a.  year  ago 
'tomorrow.  The  market  took, 
fright*  as  markets-  will  when 
faced  with  foe  unexpoted,  and 
sent  Granada's  share  price  h?ck 
fircmjustsOTtof€7tobelow650p. 

The  fear  was,  rightly,  that 
'Granada  would  have  fo  pay 
more  than  the  £33  billion  that 
offered  and.  quite  wrongly,  that 
Geny  Robinson  would  overpay; 
overstretch  Imbalance  sheet  and 
end  up  another  victim  of  1980s- 
style  corporate  ambition. 

.  A  year  later  the  market  reacted 
to  a  superb  set  of  figures  fttan 
Granada  by  sending  the  shares 
into  reverse  again  : — not  by  so 
much,  arid  this  time  on  the  wild 
suggestion  tiat  the  group  would 
shortly  be  moving  to  take  over 
the  debt-plagued  French  caterer 
Accor.  Over  the  previous  year 
two  more  unexpected  things 
have  also  happened.  Granada 
shares  have  dimbed  by  almost 
40  per  cent,  a  staggering  rise  for 
a  FT-SE  100  company,,  and  Mr 
"Robinson,  contrary  to  pledges, 
made  at  foe  time  of  foe  bid,  has 
sold  only  one  of  Rule’s  upmarket 
Exclusive  hotels. 

Those  promises  were  made  to 
assuage  foe  City's  fears  over  the 
£4  ‘  billion  of  debt  .foe  Forte, 
purchase  left  Granada  nursing. 
This  column  suggested  then  that 
Mr  Robinson  might  not  be  too  ! 


keen  to  sell.  Since  then  the 
market  has  seemingly  shaken  off 
its  tear  of  Granada's  debt;  still 
£33  billion,  and  those  properties 
have  risen  sharply  in  value.  For 
example,  the  Hyde  Park  that 
wait  for  £86  tninion  this  week 
■had  - a  book  value  of  just  £70 
million.  Now  scale  that  increase 
up  to  take  in  the  entire  Exclusive 
business,  book  value  at  the  time 
of  the  bid  £780  million 
■;  Yesterday's  figures  show  why 
Mr  Robinson  should  indeed  not 
have  been  in  any  hurry  to  sell, 
over  and  above  that  asset 
appreciation.  The  £100  million  in 
savings  promised  from  Forte's 
business  could  be  surpassed  — 
Granada  is  already  £40  million 
of  the  way  there,  ahead  of 
schedule.  The  figures  show  the 
potential  still  achievable  —  occu¬ 
pancy  rates  f  or  London  and  UK 
provincial  hotels,  at  86  and  72  per 
.cent,  are  not  that  special,  yet 
those  hotels  have  achieved  29 
and  19  per  cent  profits  increases. 

respectively. 

The  clear  conclusion  is  that  the 
Forte  business  was  still  being 
very  badly  run  several  years  into 
the  much-vaunted  efficient  ~ 
gramme  initiated  by  Sir 


Forte.  This  was  what  the  City 
believed,  even  if  fund  managers 
■were  publicly  pilloried  for  selling 
mt  to  Granada. 

Still  to  come  is  a  profitable 
demerger  of  the  TV  interests, 
which  Mr  Robinson  significantly 
(fid  not  rule  out  in  due  course — a 
couple  of  years,  perhaps,  always 
assuming  the  taste  of  foe  mar¬ 
kets  has  not  by  then  turned  back 
.  in  favour  of  conglomerates.  The 
dip  in  the  share  price  yesterday, 
accompanied  by  figures  so  far 
ahead  of  expectations,  suggests 
the  City  has  not  yet  taken  into 
account  tire  benefits  still  to  come. 
’When  it  does,  the  share  price  will 
surely  rise  again. 

Japan’s  tiddlers 
overtake  die  whales 

□  WHICH  is  the  world’s  biggest 
bank,  in  terms  of  assets  under 
management?  Come  on,  come 
on,  no  conferring.  No,  not  the 
recently  merged  Bank  of  Tokyo 
and  Mitsubishi  The  biggest 
bank,  by  that  measure,  is  the 
Japanese  Post  Office,  an  odd  fact 
indicative  of  the  chronically  pro¬ 
tected  and  antiquated  financial 


at  Forte 


regime  in  Tbkyo.  Now  we  are 
promised  Japan’s  Big  Bang, 
although  cynics  wonder  how 
sweeping  the  changes  will  be. 

But  one  has  already  happened. 
Fran  the  start  of  this  year 
Japanese  pension  funds  nave 
been  allowed  to  buy  OTC,  or 
Over  The  Counter,  stocks,  the 
fastest-growing  sector  of  the 
moribund  Japanese  stock  mar¬ 
ket  The  OTC  was  setup  15  years 
ago  as  a  junior  exchange  for 
smaller,  fast-growth  companies. 
Bureaucracy,  and  a  Japanese 
passion  for  planned  investment 
had  tended  to  funnel  funds 
towards  the  big  banks  and 
industrial  groups  that  make  up 
tiie  main  stock  market  Smaller 
companies  had  been  deprived  of 
capital,  at  least  until  main  mar¬ 


ket  faltered  in  the  early  1990s. 
Since  then  Japanese  OTC  com¬ 
panies  have  managed  7  to  8  per 
cent  annualised  earnings  in¬ 
creases.  While  share  prices  have 
shot  up,  earnings  multiples  still 
favourably  with  foe 
companies.  For  a 
1,  OTC  companies  sell 
cm  37  times’  this  years  earnings 
—  relax,  this  is  Japan,  such, 
numbers  are  normal  here  — 
while  tiie  equivalent  of  our  FT- 
SE  100  are  on  a  multiple  of  48. 

Reseach  by  Invesco,  which 
runs  the  Japan  Discovery  Trust 
specialising  in  smaller  stocks, 
shows  that  the  bottom  half  of  the 
Tokyo  exchange,  including  the 
OTC  market  now  has  a  quoted 
value  bigger  than  foe  entire 
Hong  Kong  market  and  not  far 
short  of  foe  Swiss  stock  ex¬ 
change.  OTC  companies  by  their 
nature  tend  to  be  in  growth  areas 
such  as  the  service  industries, 
telecoms,  multimedia  and 
specialist  mail. 

As  well  as  the  pension  funds, 
the  smaller  investors  are  coming 
in —  these  are  now  40  per  cent 
invested  in  foe  OTC  and  just  2D 
per  cent  in  the  major  stocks.  If 
something  approaching  Big 


Bang  happens  in  Tokyo,  this  will 
at  foe  least  cut  such  investors’ 
dealing  costs  and  allow  them  to 
increase  that  weighting. 

Warning  signs,  for 
any  Chancellor 

□  THE  last  batch  of  economic 
figures  before  next  Tuesday's 
Budget  could  not  be  sending  a 
dearer  signal  to  a  Chancellor. 

A  Lawson-style  pre-election 
give-away  is  foe  last  thing  this 
economy  needs.  In  October,  un¬ 
employment  plunged,  inflation 
jumped,  retail  spending  contin¬ 
ued  rising,  tax  receipts  reached 
bumper  proportions  and  the 
money  supply  surged  as  banks 
and  building  societies  found 
consumers  and  companies  keen 
to  borrow.  Beware  of  panickers 
who  draw  comparison  with  the 
boom  conditions  of  foe  late  1980s. 

We  are  not  seeing  anything 
like  that  kind  of  overheating.  But 
this  economy  is  roiling  along 
perfectly  nicely  without  a  big 
fiscal  boost  If  it  were  not  for  the 
prospect  of  an  election,  foe  idea 
of  tax  cuts  wouldn’t  even  figure. 

The  Chancellor  has  long 


urging  his  more  excitable  col¬ 
leagues  to  rely  cm  a  steady 
improvement  in  foe  economy  to 
bring  back  foe  feel  good  factor 
rather  titan  tax  sweeteners. 

Now.  the  economy  is 
delivering  in  spades  and  tax  cuts 
lode  not  only  cynical  but  increas¬ 
ingly  dangerous.  They  would  go 
down  very  badly  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  markets,  and  the  price  would 
inevitably  be  paid  in  higher 
interest  rates.  Tne  only  way  the 
Chancellor  can  stop  foe  band¬ 
wagon  for  tighter  money  getting 
out  of  hand,  sterling  soaring  ana 
everyone  suffering  is  to  continue 
his  highly  effective  practice  of 
delivering  political  aplomb  and 
no  substance  on  Budget  day. 

Polls  apart 

□  THE  Institute  for  Fiscal  Stud¬ 
ies  has  turned  up  an  apparent 
paradox:  foe  public  wants  higher 
government  spending  even  if  this 
means  taxes  have  to  rise,  but 
most  people  think  their  own  tax 
bill  is  already  too  high.  The  same 
paradox  preceded  foe  last  elec¬ 
tion,  ana  explains  why  the 
pollsters’  forecasts  were  so  badly 
wrong.  Try  this  simple  experi¬ 
ment  Approach  the  man  or 
woman  m  the  street  clutching 
clipboard,  and  ask  if  they  want 
better  hospitals  and  schools. 
Then  ask  them,  in  foe  anonymity 
of  the  polling  booth,  whether 
wish  to  pal 


they 


pay  for  them. 


C&W  may 
cut  stake  in 
HK  Telecom 

ByEricRegulv  . 


CABLE  AND  WIRELESS 
would  consider  reducing  its 
stake  in  Hongkong  Telecom 
and  sees  the  merit  in  making 
One-2-One,  tiie  mobile  phone 
company,  part  of  its  new  cable 
group.  Dick  Brown,  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  yesterday.  . 

Mr  Brown,  tiie  American 
executive  who  replaced  James 
Ross  in  the  summer,  said  that 
determining  foe  strategy  of  58 
per.  cent-owned,  Hongkong 
Telecom,  C&W's  biggestcom- 
pany.  is  a  priority  before  foe 
colony  reverts  to  Chinese  con¬ 
trol  in  June. 

Analysis  have  suggested 
that  C&W  may  reduce  its 
holding  in  Hongkong  Telecom 
in  exchange  for  greater  access 
4  to  China,  the  world’s  fastest 
growing  telecoms  market  “If 
done  correctly,  that  may  well 
make  sense."  Mr  Brown  said. 

It  is  known  that  regional 
and  national  Chinese  trie- 
phone  companies  ,  are  putting 
pressure  on  C&W. to  give  them 
a  link  ‘  with  Hongkong 
Telecom,  which  hasa  monop¬ 
oly  on  Hong  Kong'S  . interna¬ 
tional  -  telephone  traffic. 
Analysts  said  Thai  C&W  could 
appease' them  by  selling  them 
a  stake  in  Hongkong  THeom 

C&W,  however,  wants  to 
retain  control  of  HongKong 
Telecom,  which  accounts  for 
about  two-thirds  of  the  group's 
operating  profit  The  question 
is  whether  C&W  would  have 

Health  firm 
seeks  £45m 
to  fund  deal 

By  Eric  Reguly 

BIOCOMPATIBLES,  the  test- 
growing  medical  materials 
and  coatings  company,  plans 
to  rah*  £45.5  million  in  a 
rights  issue,  its  fourth  cash 
call  since  last  year,  to  help  to 
fund  its  latest  acquisition. _ 

The  faur-fbr-23  rights  issue 
at  500p  a  share  brings  the  ; 
amount  raised  since  1995.  , 
when  the  company  was  float-  ; 
ed  on  the  London  Stock  Ex-  ; 
change,  to  about  E 85  million.  > 
The  shares,  floated  at.  170p. 
dosed  at  602b  *  up  2 1  bp. 

Biocumpatiblcs  said  that 
mosi  of  the  new  money  win  be 

used  to  fund  the  purchase  of 
Divysios  Solutions,  a  Canadi¬ 
an  company  ‘  that  develop 
stents,  the  devices  placed  in 
contricted  Wood  vessels  to 
.keep  them  open.  Biocompat¬ 
ibles  estimates  the  global  stent 
market  at  US$1  billion  a  year. 

BiocompatibhswflT pay  Di- 
vysios  an  initial  US$14  mfi- 
fion.  Divysios  wUI.usefoo  cash 
10  subscribe  to  the  rights  issue. 


JOIN  NGW  FROM 

JUST  £3S 


effective  control  if  its,  holding 
dips  below  50  per  cent 

Mr  Brown  said  that  CAW'S 
other  priority  is  to  complete 
the  integration  of  .  Mercury 
Communications,  which  is-  80 
per  cent  owned  by  C&W,  with 
Nynex.  Bell  CableMedia  and 
Videotron.  the  three  cable 
companies.  The  new  group,  to 
be  called  Cable  and  Wireless 
Communications,  will  be  53 
per  cent  owned  by  C&W  and  is 
id  be  floated. 

Mr  Brown  said  there  are 
'compelling  reasons  to  make 
One-2-One,  which  is  owned 
equally  by  C&W  and  US  West, 
tfte  American  cable  and  media 
company,  part  of  C&W  Com¬ 
munications.  “I’ve  said  that  no 
wireline  company  an  earth 
can  do  without  wireless  capab¬ 
ility,”  he  sakL 

C&W  reported  a  pre-tax  1 
profit,  excluding  exceptional 
hems,  of  £673  million  in  the 
half-year  to  September  30,  up 
9  percent,  on  turnover  of  £2.94 
btifioo,  also  up  9  per  cent  Tbe 
results  were  in  line  with 
analysts’  forecasts.  A  29  per 
cent  rise  in  Mercury’s  operat¬ 
ing  profits,  to  £130  ntifljan. 
were  behind  the  earnings  rise. 

Earnings  per  share  before 
exceptional  were  14.3p 
against  13p  and  the  interim 
dividend,  to  be  paid  on  Febru- 
aiy  28.  rises  10  per  cent  to  3-4p. 
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Apta  agrees 
£13m  bid 
by  Exceler 

By  Martin  Barrow 

THE  consolidation  of  the 
private  nursing  ,  home  sector 
gathered  pace  yesterday  with 
a  £13.4  million  agreed  lad  for 
Apia  Healthcare  by  Excrier 
Health  Cam  the  UK  subsid¬ 
iary  of  Sun,  of  America. 

-  •  The  combined  business  will 
rank  among  Britain’s  top  five 
nursing  home  companies. 
Apia  operates  33  nursing  and 
residential  support  homes 
with  1.294  registered  beds. 
Exceler  operates  43  homes 
with  2J23  beds. 

y.wlgr  is  offering  Hhp  for 
each  Apta  share,  against  yes¬ 
terday’s  unchanged  stock  mar¬ 
ket  price  of  16\p.  The  offer 
represents  a  7.7  premium  to 
the  dosing  price  on  November 
14,  the  last  day  before  Apta 
announced  it  was  in  talks  with 
a  potential  bidder. 

The  bidder  has  received 
irrevocable  undertakings 
from  directors  of  Apta  and 
other  investors  to  accept  the 
offer  in  respect  of  57  per  cent 
of  the  ordinary  shares  and  26 
per  cent  of  foe  warrants. 

In  foe  year  to  April  30  Apta 
earned  pre-tax  profits  of  £L5 
miffing!  on  turnover  of  £11.79 
million.  Net  assets  were 
£10.49  million  at  April  30. 
Since  the  last  financial  year- 
end  Apta  has  acquired  three 
homes  with  a  total  of  47>*ds 
at  a  cost  of  £1-5?  tpillion  and 
entered  into  operating  leases 
in  respect  of  a  further  forte 
homes  containing  179  beds. 

Sun,  a  US  provider  of  tong* 
term  and  specialist  care  «pe£ 
i  .  153  care  homes  with 

[about  18.700  beds. 


If  you  run  a  small  business  and  you’d  like  to  say  "Thank 
You*  to  your  customers  this  Christmas,  a  card  is  the  best  way 
to  get  your  message  across. 

•  It  provides  a  nice  personal  touch  that’s  warm  and  friendly 
without  being  over  the  top.  And,  unlike  a  business  card 
which  usually  goes  straight  into  the  bottom  of  a  drawer  or 


the  waste-paper  bin,  your  card  will  be  a  thoughtful  reminder 
of  your  services  right  up  to  Twelfth  Night. 

Post  your  cards  (using  our  colourful  festive  stamps)  and 
Royal  Mail  could  help  your  company  to 
have  a  more  prosperous  New  Year. 

A  card  makes  everyone’s  Christmas. 


i 
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I  STOCK  MARKET 

MICHAEL  CLARK  j 

Railtrack  shares  enjoy 
a  whistle-stop  ride 


A  TWO-WAY  puJI  has  devel¬ 
oped  in  shares  of  Railtrack, 
which  has  been  one  of  the  big 
success  stories  for  investors 
among  the  top  100  companies 
so  far  this  year. 

The  price  enjoyed  a  whistle- 
stop  ride  yesterday  as  almost 
S.5  million  shares  changed 
hands.  The  share  price 
climbed  23p  to  a  new  high  of 
544p  on  the  back  of  positive 
comments  from  NatWcst  Se¬ 
curities.  the  broker.  That  com¬ 
pares  with  the  loop  the  shares 
were  floated  at  in  May  after 
privatisation.  Behind  the  rise 
has  been  the  hidden  strength 
of  the  group's  property  portfo¬ 
lio  which  has  come  to  lw 
realised  since  the  summer. 

NatWcst  said  interim  fig¬ 
ures  demonstrated  that 
Railtrack  was  ahead  of  expec¬ 
tations  in  terms  of  operating 
performance,  cost  reduction, 
property  portfolio  value  and 
cash  generation.  It  has  raised 
its  pre-tax  profits  forecast  for 
IMM7  by  £5  million  to  £305 
million  and  for  199S  by  £10 
million  to  £340  million. 

But  Credit  Lyonnais  Lains. 
a  rival  broker,  rakes  the  view 
the  price  has  run  far  enough 
and  is  vulnerable  to  the  impo¬ 
sition  uf  a  windfall  tax  by  a 
Labour  government,  it  urges 
clients  to  switch  into  the  waler 
utilities  which,  by  compari¬ 
son.  are  undervalued  and  offer 
a  better  return. 

Water  shares  were  Ending 
the  going  difficult  yesterday 
with  rails  recorded  in  Anglian, 
dp  to  567*2 p.  United  Utilities, 
4's  p  to  602 '2  p.  and  Wessex,  3p 
to  367*2  p. 

Wall  Street's  overnight 
record-breaking  run  had  only 
a  temporary  effect  on  London 
where  share  prices  gave  up  an 
early  10.9  lead  to  close  lower 
on  the  day.  A  setback  for  gilts 
un  the  back  of  some  worse 
than  expected  money  supply 
figures  pulled  the  rug  from 
under  Investors  and  effectively 
scuppered  any  remaining 
hopes  they  mighl  have  had 
that  the  Chancellor  might  peg 
interest  rates.  October  retail 
sales  also  indicated  that  infla¬ 
tionary  pressures  were  contin¬ 
uing  to  grow. 

In  the  event,  the  FT-SE  100 
ended  15 J  points  down  at 
3,962.8  as  total  turnover 
reached  712  million  shares. 

Eurotunnel  slipped  another 
2p  to  S6p.  reflecting  the  delay 
in  re-opening  the  link  after 
this  week's  fire.  Fears  are 
growing  that  services  could  be 
disrupted  for  months  while 
repairs  are  made.  WH  Smith 
bounced  back  with  a  rise  uf  1  Ip 


Gordon  Campbell  left,  and  Howard  Evans  of  Courtaulds 


at  Wap.  The  shares  were  hit 
on  Tuesday  hy  claims  that  the 
group  was  about  to  issue  a 
gloomy  trading  update. 

British  Energy  rose  2b  p  to 
I35'2p  on  hopes  for  a  positive 
performance  when  the  group 
unveils  figures  this  morning. 
Brokers  such  as  NatWest  Se¬ 
curities  are  looking  for  pre-tax 
profits  of  E25  million.  The 
rumoured  dawn  raid  for  Imp- 


Forte.  Brokers  are  now  look¬ 
ing  to  upgrade  their  profit 
estimates  for  the  full  year. 
They  are  also  confident  the 
group  can  sell  its  chain  of 
exclusive  hotels  for  more  than 
the  current  book  value  of  £800 
million.  But  the  group  denied 
plans  to  demerge  parts  of  the 
business.  Suggestions  that  it 
intended  to  buy  Accord,  the 
French  hotel  chain,  were  also 


The  speculators  were  out  in  force  yesterday  driving  up  Sears, 
the  Selfridges  to  Freemans  mail  order  retailer.  3p  to  93p  as  more 
than  11  million  shares  changed  hands.  The  price  is  still  below 
the  high  for  the  yearoFKWip,  with  whispers  in  the  Square  Mile 
suggesting  that  the  group  is  tinning  up  another  disposal. 


trial  Tobacco  failed  to 
materialise,  leaving  the  price 
7*jpoff  at364p.  Imps  has  been 
the  subject  of  intense  specula¬ 
tion  since  being  demerged 
from  Hanson  earlier  this  year. 
BAT  Industries.  3p  easier  at 
435p.  has  been  mentioned  as  a 
prospective  suitor. 

Granada  pleased  the  City 
with  better  than  expected  first- 
half  figures  and  a  progress 
report  on  the  integration  of 


denied.  But  the  damage  had 
been  done  and  the  shares 
finished  lOp  lower  at  882*2 p. 

The  profits  setback  at  Nat¬ 
ional  Power  was  worse  than 
expected  and  the  shares  fin¬ 
ished  I8p  lower  at  435p.  Half- 
year  profits  towards  the  top 
end  of  expectations  at  Cable 
and  Wireless  failed  to  cut 
much  ice  with  brokers  and  the 
price  slipped  I ^p  to  481  bp. 

Northern  Foods  firmed 


RAILTRACK: 
SHARES  DEVELOP 
TWO-WAY  PULL 


2l2  p  to  198p  after  ooming  in 
with  a  better  than  expected 
performance  at  the  hallway 
stage.  But  the  market  was 
unimpressed  with  the  profits 
setback  ar  Courfaulds.  where 
Gordon  Campbell  is  chief 
executive.  The  price  was  4p  off 
at  420p  as  Merrill  Lynch,  the 
broker,  lowered  its  recommen¬ 
dation  from  "hold"  to 
“reduce". 

Country  Casuals  clawed 
back  some  of  Tuesday's  fall 
stemming  from  a  profits 
warning  with  a  rise  of  Sp  at 
72p.  Mark  Bunce.  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  has  derided  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  setback  to  top 
up  his  holding.  He  has  picked 
up  75.000  at  68p. 

Scruttons  extended  this 
week's  lead  with  a  rise  of  5p  to 
320p.  It  is  21  per  cenr  owned  by 
Ropner  Holdings,  down  3p  ar 
11S*2  p,  which  has  received  a 
bid  approach  from  Jacobs, 
unchanged  at  71  *2  p.  As  part  of 
its  on-going  restructuring. 
Scruttons  plans  to  float  its 
security  division  on  the  Alter¬ 
native  Investment  Market 

Exeter  Investment  took  its 
place  on  the  AIM  after  a 
placing  by  Greig  Middleton, 
the  broker,  at  9Gp.  The  shares 
ended  the  session  at  97*2  p.  a 
premium  of  7b p. 

News  that  TT  Group.  2p 
firmer  at  318*2,  had  acquired 
4.75  million  shares,  or  8.5  per 
cent  lifted  Roxboro  Group 
Zip  10 159*2  p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  A  sharper 
than  expected  rise  in  the 
October  money  supply  figures 
brought  the  bond  market's 
recent  rally  to  a  screeching 
halt  and  sent  investors  scurry¬ 
ing  for  cover.  Prices  in  London 
opened  sharply  lower,  reflect¬ 
ing  similar  moves  by  bunds 
after  the  latest  rise  in  the 
German  IFO  business  senti¬ 
ment  index,  which  effectively 
rules  out  further  Bundesbank 
cuts  in  interest  rates.  The 
domestic  retail  sales  enabled 
prices  in  London  to  close  off 
the  bottom,  with  falls  stretch¬ 
ing  to  £*4  in  places. 

In  the  futures  pit.  the  De¬ 
cember  series  of  the  long  gilt 
dropped  £sm  to  E110U  as  a 
total  of  80.000  contracts  were 
completed.  In  longs.  Treasury 
3  per  cent  2015  finished  £*32 
lower  at  £102,,j2,  while  at  the 
shorter  end.  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2000  shed  three  ticks  at 
£102lsu.. 

□  NEW  YORK:  US  stocks 
were  higher  half  way  through 
the  early  trading  session.  At 
midday,  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  up  29.44 
points  to  6.427.04. 


New  York  (midday): 

Daw  Jonw _ M27XH  (-29.44) 

sap  Composin' -  743.93 1*1.77) 


Tokyo; 

NUkrl  Average  .... 


....  21 189.96 1-233.78] 


Hong  Kong: 

Han*  Seng - 13167.16  MlOiq 


Amsterdam: 


EOE  Index _ 

Sydney: 

HfeJO  (-i87) 

Frankfurt: 

Singapore: 

Brussels: 

10254.95  (-103) 

Paris: 

Zurich: 

London: 

_  1974JK-6JS 

.  182K66  (*3JI6) 

.  1948.57  t-5J5l) 
-  21340.1b  1-6.14) 
1 16.41  i-ai2) 

FTSE  Eunnrack  103 _ 

FT  All-Share .  - 

FT  Non  Financials  — . 
FT  Fixed  interest - 

Bargains - - - 

_ 38540 

seaq  Volume - - 

- -  723 Jm 

German  Mark  ..  >  2.SI1D  i-O-OCW) 

Exchange  Index - - 92.0  Hia 

Bank  of  England  olfldal  dose  Hpm) 

RPt _ ISiaoct  (17*1  Jan  1907=100 

RP1X  1 53b  Oct  (3J%I  Jan  1987=100 

vlffiGiENTlSaiES^> 

Barrasford 

7‘i  'i 

Beaufort  (31 

4'. 

Beechcroft 

4 

Brands  Hatch  Lets 

170',  -  2 

Brin  Allcraft 

1W1! 

Charles  Taylor 

1684  *  2 

Corp  Exec  Search  (3) 

4*4  .V. 

Deep  Sea  Leis  (160) 

1621: 

Druid  Grp 

280  -  5^ 

Exeter  inv 

97': 

First  Russian  Frts  c 

597‘j  -  12': 

Geo  Interactive  Md 

Healthcare  Reform 

99': 

jardinerle  lnt(li4) 

122': 

John  David  sports 

2984 

Limelight 

1744 

LOftus  Road  (72) 

694  -  14 

Majestic  wines 

2124  +  2 

Mean  Group 

114 

Mondas  (75) 

904 

oriental  Restaurants  23l't  ..." 

Provend 

1324 

Scot  Highland  Htls 

1384  ♦  2 

second  st  David  inc 

1 10*2 

Second  st  David  Res 

10 

Second  St  David  Z  Pf  1  S3'. 

AG  Holdings  n/p  to*: 
Arcadian  Inti  n/p  (45)  2 
Bridport-Gundry  n/p  l*. 
Capita! Shop 625*  n/p  IV 
Springwood  n/p  74V 
stalds  n/p  (82)  5*, 

Vision  Gp  n/p  (235)  63V 


MAJQRCH^^ 


RISES: 

Rltronic  Com  . .  262Vp  (+35p) 

Porvat . 232Vp[+a5p) 

Jarvis  Porter . 230Vp(+t3p) 

Capital  Radio . 561  (+  tfip) 

RwtODition  .  380p(+13Vpj 

Mansfield . 317Vp(+10p) 

FALLS: 

Hunttetgh  Tech . I95p  l-14p) 

Wagon  Ind . 297Vp  (-19p) 

Allen . 247‘jp  (-10p) 

Azian  . . .  827Vp  !-22Vp) 

Fairey  Group .  643Vp  (-lO'.-pl 

Closing  Prices  Page  35 


COMMODITIES 


LI  FIT. 


l« 


COCOA 

Mar 

i.’VuS  M.n 


_ Mru-i.* 

-  tom.  a; 


ICIS-IOR  (London  6.00pm)  1 

CRUDE  OILS  (S/banet  FOB) 

Unnr  T4r-  real . 23  45  -a 30  [ 


CM  LONDON  GRAIN  FITL'RES 


WHEAT 
(dove  L/Q 


BVRLfA 
(dote  LSi| 


LONDON  FINANCIAL  FUTURES 


Mo. 


.  ■KT-'Ho 

jy  . _ _ 

.  •ir-*-'. 7* 


Jul _  mvir-jj  ■ 


I'MH-I'.-V 


Bnmi  ISd.ss  0on>  .  Z3.4S  *020 

RPuW  If  d.i>  iFetw  .  yw  mil's 

WTva.  ImennoduteMani  24-Vj  «cjn 
W  Tci.it  farmr-A/nui' iF*6i  P'S 


vr..i,rnn  J"ii  1 


ROBLSTA  COFFEE  6) 

...  1  Sta-ISA-  Jjl  .  I3-MVJ 

un _ _  :4?:-i44m  Sep _ 

Vjf  .  I7«i*-l.e,i  Nov.  ..  1-iS-ljM' 

■•tr.  .  1*74-:  *:p  Votara*  ;n«. 


PRODUCTS  (S/MT) 

Spot  Hi  NW  Europe  (prompt  (Wiwiyl 


s:av  . 

- | 

NOv 

_ V 

Ian  . 

_ ■»..«  ! 

Jar. 

- - »3  5* 

Mar  . 

_.  -  J 

Mar 

_ «-i  V 

May . 

..  .  ot.tr  1 

M-7 

_  »«.«,• 

j>ji 

_ Mi  75  i 

V/jl-jrnc  t?i  1 

.1«7'  . 

('.■Ills*  '9 

WHITE  SCG\R(FOB)  , 

Knurrs  cm  .  SuW’  ■ 

•r*  l-  31  ■  u  D  .’.  .  -  Vtofrft."  , 

Mo:  _ _  304*040  \!j:  .  ■•IMS;*,  i 

V«V  ...  VI  u  Ms.  _ —.•3  •  I 

.Vii!  _. _ »l  «  lmiW  7’V 


P7i=:imm  Unltl 
LI  L  . 
Fuel  (.Ml 
NjpVlVa 


Blii 
22t*'-4l 
2JT  f».*t 
i  :7 

225 '-If 


» Iftr  I 

22H  i*T. 
AW  1-3. 
i  in  i«s: 
2Z7  I*i! 


potato  ft/n  ons  c:ost 

MoT . ‘.or;  «* 

Apr  . '.‘c  M’i 

Mn  _  .  _  —.i 

Voiar-.e  1  > 


IPE  Fl'n. RESIGN!  Ltd) 

ISAS  OIL  I 

Sec  .  223  SLR  Mar  204-2MW  75  ! 

Jar.  ..  Z2?5'>2i75  Apr  _  I95  75SLH  ' 
F-t-  ..  2:3  23-13  50  V.M:  14-125  ! 


RUBBER  (No  I  KS5  CilpfU 

Dm  .  u 


MEAT*  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

'« crane  fa-riitt  priu.-*  a:  nep-wenrji.i- 
nu!'.  .1*.  -n  J.i-Afirh-.T  ;v 
tpl  kc  M  Pi»  Sheep  CaltJr  ( 

_  *^-i4  mi ii  r  v-  . 

- -r.o  -«■« 

K'.r. - ‘J3.1  » 1 :  ••• 


BRENT  (6.00pm)  j 

Jan  .  .  U  42-23  46  Apr _ 21.-0  SLR  i 

fef  .  Ma,  ...  —  unn  ; 

Mar  .  r  44  V.1|  43745  1 


BIFFEX  (GNf  ltd  SW'pfl 

IC-’.I  L.--V. 

S»",4  I4.\’  14?  4.V 

Ch-v ».  ij:j 

Jan  -r:  !.*■«  i;:f 

Apr  “5  in1  :vr 

VoL  174  III-.  urcit  I -.Mr-- 

In«:«  14^5  i* 


.  -  l  . 


■n: 
-  -i.n 

.  '14  41 


-7  »: 


*75a' 


-1  *7  -I 


(OfliruD  O  otoae  pre*  day) 

s-PtrCJ-  >nn^i 

Leo  J  ij’.ii  nr.e. . 

z.-.c  ifv-  Ji:  fide  n-tonm:: .. 
Hr.  s-'jir.nei  . . 

C'jnini.T.  KiOriMji'/Minei 

M*.! 'SKwI.n  I  -  . 


LONDON  METAL  EXCH.VNGE 

OJt  13).'  WW  v  knsk-  ^1 7  -ill  Sji 
\XJ-rfn  UC1  7D4C».’'4.r, 

|llPlc‘'I'JW.j 

*41  Vi  iwyvn  u  at,: 

MSiM-wm  iSJS-NiWfJ 

•■735iVi74j  > 


RndmfWoSf; 

VoL 


Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sea 

Vo* 

FT-SE  100 

OX  9o  _ 

4JOJ-0 

•MUM) 

39714) 

39BVD 

10235 

“r^-!t  a*  apert  Inirawt  t-ZJi: 

Mir  o; 

4UI7J) 

4017  0 

3906J 

■car  0 

106 

FT-SE  250 

Decob  ... 

441133 

.  a 

Kr.v uLi--  upr-i  InlrieL  48».| 

Mar  or  . 

44473) 

D 

Three  Month  Sled  ins 

Ducoo  _ 

*0.«4 

9J-S4 

03.40 

9JJI 

11347 

•.■pm  irti-nreL  j|;«i.si 

Mar  97  _ 

93^1 

93J8 

93JI 

93  2S 

21640 

Jun  07  . 

<tl.tr; 

■12.07 

92J0 

92.92 

17JJR 

Three  Mih  Euro  Yen 

Mwv;  _ 

99Jfl 

0 

June;  _ 

QQ  (•) 

•n  |n‘ 

•M.IS 

aU*J 

to 

Three  Mlh  Euro  DM 

DtXVl 

ft  TO 

ft.  77 

96  77 

2230b 

PViVopcn  inirres:  lidJirsi 

Mar  07 

ftS2 

<TOK 

<TO77 

ut78 

iSW 

Long  Giir 

Os-  up 

110-22 

1102! 

I09-J1 

11008 

80S33 

v-wlsuv  '-pet  iricirn- 151247 

Maror  . 

ILTO2A 

1M-Z8 

lUftll 

ICFfttS 

(042 

Japanese  Guv  mi  Bond 

Dvc  ■«,  . . 

124JJ5 

ia«i 

124  72 

124.75 

3520 

Mar  ot  . 

1  Lift 

124ft: 

L23S4 

123  88 

153b. 

German  Gov  Bd  Bund 

Dec  >  »,  _ 

101.27 

101J3 

ICU.TU 

maw 

3«»9 

^  ijvr  iniL-nsi:  2s 3285 

Mxr  t  _ 

:«L24 

IOC  24 

oo.;s 

8977 

Three  month  ECL' 

Dec  ft  . 

95  S5 

05.85 

9S.S2 

9!v84 

9M 

?:<r  :  ron  28414 

Mir  97.. 

n? 

95  8b 

95.53 

95.55 

4ol 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Dec  ft  . 

WI 

«-JI 

97.00 

07.92 

c-.--t_v  r?rr  m'.etrfl  <'22**- 

Mar 'ir.. 

OT-Sfr 

974(9 

MD7 

Italian  Govmt  Bond 

Dec-*  _ 

125 -W 

12S.54 

JZ7.II 

127  JO 

5*4101 

itovi'.i  v>p-.-n  Ina-revt.  l'2v.r 

Mar  17  _ 

IZ7J? 

127.75 

126J5 

126.47 

3575 

-MONEY  RATES  (%); 


UFFE  OPTIONS 


Base  Rates:  dearinj:  Bonk'b  Finance  Hu  r> 

Diwaanl  Market  Loan's:  O.'nlkrhi  hluh:  5*U  Lena  S'.  Week  fixed:  5U 

Titamj  BHh  (DhfcERjr  7  null  i» ;  3  mill  .  Seil*  ;  min  5"m :  j  mlh:  S"«  . 


Calk 


Pun 


Serin 

iaa 

Apr 

jai 

Jan 

Vw 

iol 

AIH  I>  ri  . 

.  -U-' 

M" 

.j- 

y? 

. 

yi 

4M ' 

;■ 

!?■ 

j- 

>'■ 

k 

4| 

.  uo 

IV 

1?. 

u* 

1 

i 

1211 

T 

|9 

4'. 

7 

X 

|v>*:. - 

:sr. 

45 

54 

'*' 

1? 

3-F.I^  , 

’c” 

> 

ji 

Z? 

m 

41' 

to-. 

9r 

.  ?30 

sl\ 

b~ 

**' 

«| 

?: 

<•797. 

HD 

:i 

n 

v. 

.»• 

>n 

B?  .  -  -  -- 

ii.HJ 

to 

Wi 

- . 

Ii'. 

24 

M,»s 

7tl 

27 

.1? 

Y7 

47 

Hr  l.'nl . 

.  !’•> 

:o 

j-. 

3 

!  / 

'v. 

1 

15) 

2 

?'| 

0 

IS 

to'. 

M 

LAW _ 

.  4WJ 

L! 

-1 

I/' 

!S 

22 

■■45D 

If 

•t , 

zr- 

y. 

ir 

L* 

Cl:..  . . 

«3* 

u 

HI 

lr 

1') 

j 

I.-.1 

IT 

Si 

44  . 

*1 

in - 

.  7=11 

JV. 

Ti 

57* 

1? 

y. 

Wv'. 

rrt*/.: 

VO 

II'. 

JI 

34 

fl 

on 

w 

l3i>!  5,-:  ... 

.  TU* 

4. 

S»l 

? 

i  V 

■'r 

n.M 

7<0 

1< 

71' 

?r 

JV, 

JU\ 

44 

:.!  r.  ? _ 

-P*> 

JM1. 

VI 

«• 

'¥ 

J  4 

'-47n- , 

fOi 

H’. 

13 

z* 

.M 

",'ai  'Jr,: .... 

.  ISO 

4'« 

-H 

‘4, 

:i  ■ 

> 

m; 

J"» 

ZF 

;  1 

m 

61  . 

f-i'.ftJ'.  pi. 

:<p 

IV. 

2.N 

■j 

*■ 

1? 

IT' 

i-TO'.i 

IV 

r 

l? 

tr 

Jl8'- 

Sain  '"jre.. 

,W1 

j:. 

2?' 

•*. 

l'l 

jmi 

J' 

ii' 

It, 

S*' 

rf 

(ft 

'.-6-11  . 

•iV: 

V. 

7! 

^Tl 

imr 

:*• 

4! 

5*1 

25*. 

44' 

F’ 

5mn  sen . 

■j 

4!' 

*2' 

i* 

*r- 

TiO 

ii* 

rv 

ft.' 

•Jun-h  a1 

till 

1. 

- 

r 

_ 

rurqi 

T3F 

11 

- 

— 

ii 

— 

- 

TnDl.-jr 

.11 

0 

- 

i'j 

— 

'■'.nm 

•mi 

— 

- 

- 

ton.-o 

|UD| 

IM 

:v. 

Ji 

5| 

erf. 

ri,,47‘ 

im 

l'.’ 

i~- 

!■; 

Uf 

SerieeNrar 

Jaa 

MW 

Nav 

Jan 

Mw 

a,rinJ  . 

is-1 

n- 

4M 

I- 

21 

-PHI 

a 

•t 

J4 

2v 

4* 

ip, 

1**'. 

Z7 

5 

u 

2)'’ 

lb 

4. 

H 

l- 

SerkvNm: 

FrtWaj 

\o% 

Feb  Mat 

Umo  Mrf 

4NJ 

4', 

in' 

n 

Ii 

z* 

(*4W  | 

^fl 

U 

c* 

!  U- 

w* 

4ft' 

Lauhra'uL  . 

ZU 

c. 

in' 

14 

II 

7 

i'Jl)-.. 

xy. 

1) 

; 

h. 

.1 . 

-V' 

t::q  SI'X .  - 

3T. 

■J 

i  r- 

17 

n 

- 

If 

t.< 

4'. 

'u 

rj 

24 

Cab  Pou 
Serin.  1m  ,\pr  hd  Jan  Vpr  Jd 


B\2 . W  J'  «:  4*  5  II  lb', 

■•PV.  rill  7'.  19  27  24  S)'  1? 

ITiji-t-.  tt  SLj  U',  JT.  b1-  I?'  24 

■-5V'  **«.•  O'  t'  r.f.  .K*  fe'  75 

Series  Not  fdiMav  No»  FtbMay 

BTK _ 

.  2-Ri 

7  t3'. 

li's 

C 

S'. 

14': 

» 

u 

<1 

IS 

si-. 

X 

:i’« 

4f  .T 

ft 

c 

. 

AJ’. 

,-lrj,'. 

11?. 

n  46' 

6?', 

JI' 

Cr  lilcirs.... 

■’.LI 

:z 

Jb1. 

5'. 

»*•, 

VI 

•1  1: 

;** 

r. 

to 

Cl 

L  jd*:,r' 

?■*' 

r.  r 

■-) 

n 

1  ,l 

?<nv , 

5L.I 

•:  7 

Ii 

41'. 

4J‘ 

41 

vl-i*rr<-7  _ 

UJ 

2sj  yy- 

"4 

0 

14 

rw 

4rai 

*•  >i 

1 

ta 

•J, 

15 

r,LC 

111 

T- 

0 

:■*. 

ta 

wi* 

“  14 

21": 

r 

I.V, 

IT' 

ilan'on. 

im 

4"  4' 

- 

c 

4‘i 

- 

•■:i4  1 

4 

— 

4 

•J, 

— 

tASMO  - 

M-  [O' 

22' 

0 

J 

IV1 

rz  • 

Ii 

'■  it* 

1 1 

S'. 

J* 

it* 

Uia>v  ar.i> 

ii* 

r  2v. 

1  ■ 

c 

h 

i*7. ’?• 

Ji* 

:* 

w 

12 

’>•* 

pn-jnrn 

ta 

14  - 

n 

0 

4 

.-!fl  .1 

In.' 

:•  1 

Ii 

to’ 

pi 

ta'. 

iTi'i'iia1 

Vi  V, 

'J1. 

0 

's 

12 

i-jHj 

4*0 

•1  2.1 

27- 

4 

:w 

ro-ii.i-2 

‘ft* 

17 

V 

U 

l-i 

■-4J’  .. 

4AJ 

c  :4. 

2!  . 

12': 

Zi 

?l*. 

a-si4.c 

24? 

**■.  !*>■ 

.1 

■j 

!U . 

!4* 

r: ; -  i 

ill 

•t  ^ 

•Z\ 

17' 

22 

13' 

•1) 

7  71 

■J 

■i 

16. 

>V) 

•J  7'. 

I.1 

H 

2'. 

'J 

Williams  - 

:■.« 

— 

— 

M 

- 

r.Vto'  • 

v  - 

“ 

:  At) tr.  ewo  vi* 

I  W.i  "Si 

|  .MlUtoi:..  iW  -* 

•TB'V  IX  - 


i'M  |  iirr.  i4' 
Sail  Par—  OJP  a- 
1-4’?  4aJ 


! 

sam 

2mA 

3mtb 

6  nub 

12  mlh 

tans 

Prime  Bank  B3fc  (Din): 

S"— 5  . 

ij'-ft 

brn', 

6-.eb'.. 

4pr  id  Dec  vpr 

Jul 

SttrRng  Money  (tatre 

tf  rfl 

ft'i.-fc'i 

b'rO'. 

9V-6': 

6".r*'. 

ir-  f 

” 

lolci  bank: 

o't.-b'c 

b'rb1- 

V-rV. 

tf'rf. 

C:  4Z 

■7  .- 

Ovenjinfc;-  upen  rinse  5' 

I  I 

J  1 

7 

Local  Vuthuiity  Dtpe 

t> 

nia 

b. 

6‘: 

b'f 

Pd>  m_: 

—  V*. 

r 

Serrinq;  CD*. 

t»'i ft'-. 

6V*', 

Orfrn 

•f'-rV  ■: 

41  57 

Sc. 

s 

DoJlar  C[H: 

s_5) 

R.'J 

*  ja 

54 2 

S.5I 

BoD  din-  Society  CDs 

b'^6 

6'r6'« 

b'-.-tf.; 

0'’*4l  1 

fvb’': 

Seriet  iaa  Apr  Jul  tan  Vpr  Jul 


FTSF.  1NDFA  I'W 

«,jo  3>xn  vijo  aitj  fe"** 


S’lscnnuT  "j  I'i'iiiTm  .rK-l  Calk  i'.ijn 
Put  iw:  FTsE  C«dfc  ;v7i  Put  ma 
*L‘u4*»(*niB  ■owinlx  pncc. 


Cdth 

IK-. 

I«l' 

w 

Tts 

41 

21 

Jan 

;  72 . 

IX’. 

M* 

IT) 

44'* 

W> 

!•*)'. 

lot 

IS> 

ft 

•  J'. 

MW 

174’. 

IJt"- 

II* 

■5) 

tun 

_ 

776*: 

_ 

170 

— 

PU6* 

EVC 

15 

1 3 

r 

S  f. 

06 

J4n 

27'- 

to 

5“ 

7.V 

IW'. 

Fct 

44 

'b 

75 

"S’. 

\Z2 

vur 

*i'i 

7= 

«*;•; 

IIS'. 

D*. 

iur. 

- 

Ilf. 

- 

IE‘V. 

— 

I  or, 
!»'* 


GLKOft 

_  661 

17 

«*'  71:  2«-  44 

X 

'toS 

imn 

if. 

to  -r  -3 

4: 

HSBC.  . 

..  I3L‘ 

tto- 

r,  icv  :4  4« 

5*- 

HT4?) 

12NJ 

v1! 

c 8  M  :: : 

jwuter... 

..  :rr 

»;•. 

4v.  a*  If.  31 

*1 

4-7UA 

’JO 

:r-. 

a'  47  44 

tur.112  5U2I4H 

IV- 

—  tS 

— 

roii 

4<fl 

V: 

-  —  to1.  - 

— 

Series  Dm  FebMa*  Dee  FtbMay 

Blue  Ot 

.  ft*) 

!  J- 

Z2  T*'  > 

’« 

iT4»ri 

2 

?’.  (1  2.  -  3. 

•fens  FtbVtar  Am  FritWas  Mr; 

•Jnrfi.7i 

.  XT 

4;  ?:■.  to’.  1 

'Wi 

oSO 

\\ 

„  v.  4-  ^ 

r- 

vertex 

DrcXIar  Jun  DecVlar  Jon 

I'nlrero 

UN) 

Jt 

:<  l*'.  S. 

44 

r:  <»;i 

140' 

S' 

.re-  4?  r*.  to 

Scries  pee  Mar  Jm  DteVlar  Jus 

Ii*  Ga- .... 

.  ^ 

I-. 

2;  Zi.  4 

.2 

240 

4 

II’-  14.  IV  17' 

W»nnt 

_  W! 

Zfi-: 

4i  -  5! 

i' 

4‘ 

.'1 

EMJ  unKp  IjCO 

X’- 

M  Ji'.  ’■** 

t’l  -i 

i.»» 

14 

4S*  74  ,  7.. 

TarriJ.  _ 

12'  t*.  "  :• 

- 

)’*Ti 

■a: 

L'. 

o-  fl  T • 

tlli'S*2WTl 

160 

14 

if  21;'  •>  : 

-KN 

!•) 

7  4  7: 

Lonrtiv.. 

....  l’ri 

*i 

1:  14  2’.  4* 

•'[JT’.i 

tan 

; 

A  «■_  4’:  •*. 

ii 

5-.4T . 

_ _  ft 

i> 

—  —  r.  - 

“ 

l-IJ'j 

III: 

2 

_  4  - 

— 

TTli'dl  f  341  Hill  IW 

—  —  I  ^ 

- 

l’l'’**) 

1  Nil 

•i 

—  —  Zj  — 

— 

TnmUni 

-  240 

IS'- 

21.  3  l-  v 

rr 

r^2» 

:*.' 

4'- 

11  i,  it- 

' 

UosujTSB  360 

Z5 

3!’.  -V.  5*i  >* 

L-  t 

'*PC.i 

y*r 

4 

13’,  2V.  Ill  i*'r 

Ji  . 

Sdi  ?»r 

_  33 

IV. 

3b.  -  :•=  * 

— 

I'.Ttoi 

35» 

5 

II'  -  If:  2* 

“ 

EUROPEAN  MONEY  DS»0SfTS  {%}. 


Cranrney 

7  day 

1  nth 

3  nrth 

b  mih 

CaD 

Vel'i 

5V5’. 

S>?'. 

5’b-5V 

5-1 

Dcstednurk 

.*’or2”« 

3'iri' 

J 

Jv-jv 

Ml 

French  FnxDc 

r-y. 

3VJV 

T..V, 

y.-3'. 

Sraia*  Franc 

rvr- 

rv-r. 

1  ’.e“« 

;-r. 

2-1 

\rtr 

V. 

l-paf 

:  i 


GOLP/PRECiOliS  METALS  (Baird  &  Co) 


BuTsiutr  Open  $"-7»>uv  77-*  .V  Close  SJ7K nn-v.'M  41:  Hiph:  S3TP  4V77Qii« 
Ltwr.  Sirs  0>J7tAi  VMi  *37».wi  PM:  <377.10 
Kroterrand:  S.nso-.wi  rv.i alls  Z5i 
Plathnun:  SjV4  ^5  ILC7JHM  Stiver:  H'>.  IE2.*J5Si 


PalUdlwn.  Si  lv.50 (E 70.6SI 


STERLING  .$POT  AND  FORWARD  RATES 


Mid  Rote^  Cur  sm  3vi 

.vmm-rtLitri - 

SrA'.'-el* ..  •  .— 

C->?oi|u«n - 

nu!*:.:i. - 

Frjr.iCurt  —  .  — 
Lr.bor. —  ..  — 

Vadnd. ... - 

Mllar.  — - - 

Mnn^tol-.  — — 

New  Tnrk  - 

Chio  . . . 

?a-ls _ _ 

rilackholrr  — . 

IoIto.-  - - 

Vienna -  • 

Zurich —  .  .. 
Sdarrre  Ertrl 


Ranee 

5 1.7*3-52  mn 
f*H3 

nausvj'Jvn 

2*|ll>ZJilS 

17 

25in>ff7;  1 

I  i,rftn-i  ijt|4 
ID.553-10tC4 
ft  53® 
IIX7-H.II7 
ISBv.  V*v-I¥*ft.‘*er 
]T.c*H-ir.?62 
2.I2SI-2.17I7 


Gove 

5!.74>>?I.?MI 

'7.*r»?!j4L»Tr4 

2i  IJ3t2i 


I  rntnuh 
v-.pr 
!5-llpr 
2vi-.pr 
5-tpr 
V*P7 


I  I-ZZklv 


Smooth 

■Uv.vipr 
7'Mj’^ir 
3S 1. vpr 
->r.pr 

H-.Ws 


Funding  fancy  fibres 


COURTAULDS  put  on  a  brave  face  yesterday 
and  told  the  market  to  stop  whispering  about 
rights  issues.  The  half-year  figures  gave  some 
comfort  to  the  company.  The  huge  outflow  in 
working  capital  last  year  has  been  turned 
round  and  gearing  is  improved.  At  rite  same 
time  the  operational  picture  is  better,  with 
margins  on  the  mend  in  acrylics  and  if- 
demand  for  viscose  has  not  improved,  at  least 
the  wood  pulp  price  has  stabilised.  Last  year’s 
volatility  in  raw  material  prices  left  the  fibres 
business  looking  as  vulnerable  as  a  ball  of 
yam  in  the  paws  of  an  excited  kitten. 

Yet  new  problems  loom:  sterling  could  upset 
its  UK  cellulose  export  businesses,  particularly 
cigarette  filters.  And  the  commodity  fibres, 
acrylics  and  viscose,  have  yet  to  get  bade  to  the 
levels  of  high  cash  generation  the  company 
needs.  Courtaulds  is  investing  huge  sums  in 


future  growth  -  principally  Tencel.  ihe 
product  that  could  be  producing  £100  miihon 
of  prefit  at  peak  sales  of  £400  million  to  £500 
million  in  five  years'  time.  It  is  those  sort  of 
numbers  that  drive  the  current  share  rating  ol 
19  times  forecast  earnings,  a  level  that  would 
hardly  be  justified  by  the  pedestrian  perfot^ 
manceof  die  rest  of  the  business.  " 

Tb  achieve  this.  Courtaulds  needs  to  turn 
Tencel  into  the  next  Lycra  but  the  company 
lacks  die  resources  of  a  Du  Fdnt  Af  lea« 
another  £200  million  needs  to  be  invested  m 
manufacturing,  not  to  mention  the  marketing 
and  promotion  needed  to  create  a  fashion 
trend.  While  COurtaulds  is  right  to  rejecr  a 
share  issue,  it  could  do  with  an  Asian  partner. 
A  deal  that  would  provide  rash  and  market¬ 
ing  knowhow  without  sacrificing  control  of 
Tencel  technology  might  be  just  the  ticket. 


c&w 


DICK  BROWN  is  shaking 
up  Cable  and  Wireless.  Since 
the  summer,  when  the  Amer¬ 
ican  regional  phone  boss 
was  installed  as  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  be  has  strengthened  the 
company's  German  alliance 
and  negotiated  a  merger 
between  Mercury  Commun¬ 
ications  and  three  leading 
cable  companies.  The  inten¬ 
tion  is  to  create  a  telecoms 
and  media  powerhouse. 

Yet  his  greatest  challenge 
is  still  to  come.  Hon^dcong 
Telecom  still  dominates 
C&W.  which  is  under  pres¬ 
sure  to.  come*  up  with  a 
strategy  for  its  stake  In  the 
Colony's  phone  company 
before  the  territory  reverts 
to  China  in  June.  The 
outcome  will  determine 
whether  C&W  becomes  a 
key  player  or  an  also-ran  in 
die  world's  -fastest -growing 
phone  market  HKT  is 


coveted  by  the  national  and 
regional  phone  companies  in 
China.  They  need  HICTs 
lucrative  international  traffic 
and  they  want  its  new  tech¬ 
nology.  Moreover,  the  Pe¬ 
king  government  would  like 
to  see  greater  Chinese  own¬ 
ership  of  the  phone 
company. 

C&W  has  to  tread  a  nar¬ 
row  line  between  safeguard¬ 


ing  HKTs  commercial  inter¬ 
ests  and  pleasing  Peking. 
One  solution  would  be  to 
trade  equity  in  HKT  for 
better  access  to  the  vast 
Chinese  market.  However, 
giving  away  too  much  could 
damage  the  whole  C&W 
group  and  until  the  issue  is 
resolved,  C&Ws  long-term 
growth  prospects  remain  in 
the  balance. 
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FKI 


FKI  has  come  a  long  way 
since  the  dog  days  of  the  early 
1990s,  but  now  it  heeds 
another  big  deal.  Yesterday^ 
interim  results  from  the  engi¬ 
neering  group  show  margins 
advancing  once  again,  up  a 
full  percentagepointirora.ihe 
same  period  last  year.  FKI  is 
confident  that  it  can  work  the 
same  trick  on  the  Hawker 
Siddeley  dearie  power 
group,  recently  bought  from 
BTR.  More  investment  in 
new  product  development 
will  help. 

Management  has  done  an 
impressive  job  wringing  ex¬ 
tra  pounds  from  FKl’s  portfo- 
lio  of  largely  .  .mature 
businesses.  Still,  there,  must 
be  doubts  about  how  more 
can  be  achieved.  .  . 

This  is  why  FKI  remains 
ambitious  to  make  further 
(and  biggetj  acquisitions  — 
ideally  a,  badly-  managed 
nugget  that  is  lariguidung 
unloved  within  an  industrial 
giant.  Since  FKI's  £137 
million  rights  issue '  18 


months  ago.  the  City  has 
been  expecting  a  big  acquisi¬ 
tion:  With  the  company  val¬ 
ued  at  more  than  £1.1  billion, 
tiie  E182  million  Hawker 
Siddeley  deal  is  not  big  news. 

However,  with  FKI  mak¬ 
ing  steady  progress  on  most 
fronts,  the  shares,  up  4b  p  to 
2Q3p  yesterday,  remain  good 
value. 


National  Power 


NATIONAL  POWER'S  home 
turf  is  looking  less  fertile,  forc¬ 
ing  attention  onto  the  over¬ 
seas  operations. 

Britain's  biggest  generator 
has.  so  farj  little  to  show  for 
its  international  expansion 
effort.  However,,  yesterday  it 
was  able  to  demonstrate  that 
its  faith  in  foreign  projects 
has  not  been  entirely  mis¬ 
placed.  Contributions  from 
overseas  operations  amount¬ 
ed  to  E23  mill  ion  for  the  half 
year  and  are  on  course  to  de¬ 
liver  £70  million  by  the  year 
end.  Furthermore,  National 
Power  reckons  that  it  will . 
more  than  double  that  figure 


by  1997/98.  Overseas  profits 
of  that  magnitude  will  pro¬ 
duce  an  eamings:per-share 
contribution  of  8p.  against 
the  fall  year's  expected  2b  p 
and  the  present. half  year’s 
loss  of  lb  p. 

Such  profit  projections  are 
comforting.  Sceptics  feared 
that  international  generation 
projects  are  becoming  too 
competitive,  with  prices  well 
in  excess  of  levels  that  would 
permit  reasonable  returns. 

At  home,  the  story  is  far 
more  gloomy,  and  National 
Power  has  caused  kime  con¬ 
cern  with  its  downbeat  pre¬ 
dictions  for  market  share. 

Although  the  company 
parted  with  4.000  megawatts 
ofpower  station  capacity  ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  the  forecast  that 
its  output  will  fall  by  20  per 
cent  was  much  worse  than 
expected  by  the  market-  With 
no  obvious  ways  of  growing 
the  -  business  at  home.  Nat¬ 
ional  Power  must  pin  its 
hopes  firmly  on  its  overseas 
power  stations.. 
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Corkpopsfor 
Breaky  Bottom 

THE  new  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  loved  the  English 
“champagne”  served  at  his 
.  presentation  dinner  so 
much,  that  he  ordered 
another  20  cases. 

.  Roger  “Porky”  Cork  first 
tasted  the  home-grown 
sparkling  wine  at  the 
Butchers  Hal]  last  month, 
where  60  City  luminaries 
saw  him  presented  formal¬ 
ly  to  the  Queen’s  represen¬ 
tative.  It  hails  from  the 
curiously  titled  vineyard  of 
Breaky  Bottom.  Lewes, 
where  viniculturist  Peter 
Hall  has  been  making  fine 
wines  for  22  years. 

Bulls  and  bears 

A  NOVEL  way  of  predict¬ 
ing  the  future  economic 
dimate.  Turn  to  “The  Col¬ 
lins  Bank  of  English",  a 
database  of  current  Eng¬ 
lish  speech  and  writing. 
Between  1 989  and  19%,  the 
words  bull  market  occ¬ 
urred  23  times  more  than 
bear  market.  What’s 
more,  the  bulls  have 
shown  an  increase  of  late, 
with  almost  ten  times  as 
many  references  in  1995  as 
1993.  There  has  been  a 
dramatic  plunge  this  year, 
however,  and  Collins  pre¬ 
dicts  the  dip  will  continue. 
Hie  bean  have  shown  less 
severe  fluctuations,  and 
Collins  sees  a  slight  up¬ 
turn  for  them  in  1997. 

Water  sport 

MIKE  WALKER,  head  of 
policy  at  the  Water  Com¬ 
panies  Association,  de¬ 
prived  his  neighbours  of 
running  water  when  he 
stuck  a  nail  through  a 
supply  pipe.  Having 
bought  the  fiat  next  door  to 
his  palatial  pad  in  Prince 
of  Wales  Drive,  he  chose 
fast  weekend  to  knock 
through  the  adjoining 
wall  As  a  result,  a  jet  of. 
water  six-foot  .long  shot 
.  acrosss  his  new  bathroom. 
All  Walker  amid  say  was: 
“It's  a  good  Job  we  weren't 
on  a  meter." 


Cricket  asset 

HILL  SAMUEL  Asset 
Management  will  an¬ 
nounce  today  its  decision 
to  sponsor  Middlesex 
Cricket  Club.  The  down¬ 
side  of  the  three-year  deal 
which  will  be  worth  more 
than  £750000.  is  that  the 
team  will  have  -  the  Hill 
Samuel  logo  splashed 
across  their  shirts,  sweat¬ 
ers,  tracksuits,  and  train¬ 
ing  kit  A  small  price  to 
pay.  Pm  sure. 

Fitness  Battle 
TWELVE  helicopter  les¬ 
sons  and  a  El. 000  necklace 
are  up  for  grubs  at  the 
Broad  gale  Club  today,  as 
City  fitness  Beams  battle  ft 
out.  Companies  will  com¬ 
pete  in  five  drsdp&nefc  a 
200  metre  swim  ,  the  ten 
metre  air  pistol  shoot,  the 
100  .metres  row.  fnre 
kilometres /of  cycling  and 
the  Bucking  Bronco  ride. 
Running  on  the  treadmill 
has  not  been  included.  It 
.  was  feared  the  runners 
might  go  too  fast  for  the 
machine  over  a  short  dis¬ 
tance.  Jini  Fox*  'Olympic 
gold  medal  winner,  is 
organising  the  challenge, 
and  all  the  proceeds  will 
go  to  the  Modern  Pentath¬ 
lon  Association  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Institute  of  Public 
Relations  hosted  a  confer- 
ence  vesterday  vn  “Elhtccl 
Values  in  Business  Com¬ 
munications”  Unbeliev¬ 
able?  The  chosen  venue 
was  The  Salvation  Army 
headquarters.  ■ 

MORAC  PRESTON 


City  gravy  train  promises  a 
Christmas  bonus  bonanza 


Robert  Miller 
and  Jon 
Ashworth  on 
the  culture 
of  high  risk, 
high  reward 


Gity  bonuses  are  back 
with  a  vengeance. 
Between  now  and 
Christmas  thou¬ 
sands  of  already  highly  paid 
executives  -will  be  told  how 
much  more  they  have  earned 
in  bonus  payments  for  19% 
after  a  record  year  for  com¬ 
pany  mergers  and  takeovers 
that  have  collectively  generat¬ 
ed  fees  of  well  above.  £1  billion. 

What  distinguishes  this  lat¬ 
est  bout  of  generous  boluses 
for  City  high-flyers  from  previ¬ 
ous  occasions  is  a  significant 
shift  in  emphasis  horn  paying 
purely  on  results  to  the  more 
common  habit  nowadays  of 
making  some  part  of  the 
remuneration  package  guar¬ 
anteed,  regardless  of  results. 

The  Mergers  and  Acquisi¬ 
tions  (M&A)  market  is  the 
most  lucrative  by  far  and 
generates  hundreds  of  mil- 
Iions  of  pounds  in  fees  —  win 
or  lose — for  bankers,  lawyers, 
public  relations  firms,  head¬ 
hunters  who  find  die  top 
playa-s.  and  accountants.  In 
the  first  nine  months  of  this 
year,  according  to  the  respect¬ 
ed  Acquisitions  Monthly  mag¬ 
azine,  a  total  of  £42.6  "billion 
was  spent  on  1,239  acquisi¬ 
tions,  compared  with  1,168 
acquisitions  valued  at  £403 
billion  in  1995.  Management 
buyouts  are  also  on  the  in¬ 
crease,  with  280  deals  worth 
£23  billion  recorded  between 
January  and  September. 

On  the  bade  of  these  deals 
the  participants  can  now  ex¬ 
pea  to  earn  bonuses  of-  be¬ 
tween  100  per  cent  and  200  per 
cent  of  their  salaries  in  some 
cases.  Last  year,  for  example, 
when  M&A  fees  were  £950 
million.  Barings,  the  mer¬ 
chant  bank  that  crashed  with 
debts  of  £830  million  and  was 
rescued  for  a  nominal  £i  by 
ING.  the  Dutch  banking  and 
insurance  group,  topped  the 
tjr  league  table  on  takeovers 
d"  mergers -  with  26  deals 
Worth  £19.48  billion.  These 
included  advising  Uoyds 
Bank  on  Its.  £5.9  bflUari  take¬ 
over  of  TSB  Group.  --  - 
The  Barings  success  story  in 
the  M&A  market  was  clouded 
by  controversy,  however, 
when  it  emerged  that  Andrew 
Tuckey.  deputy  chairman  at 
the  time  of  its  crash,  who 
subsequently  resigned  only  to 
be-  taken  on  again  as  a 
corporate  finance  consultant, 
was  in  line  to  receive  a  bonus- 
enhanced  remuneration  pack¬ 
age  that  was  worth  up  to 
£500.000.  This  was  something 
of  a  pay  cut  for  Mr  Tuckey. 
who  in  1993  is  believed  to  have 
earned  a  bonus  of  £1.4  million, 
on  .top  of  his  salary  of 
£237.000.  and  a  pension  con¬ 
tribution  erf  £34.000. 

Bur  the  real  due  as  to  what 
can  be  earned  in  salary  and 
bonuses  by  the  top  players  in 
the  corporate  finance  and 
M&A  marker  was  highlighted 
by  two  deals  this  year.  In  the 
first.  Barclays  lured .  _  the 
highly-rated  Bill  Harrison 
from  Robert  Fleming,  where 
he  was  chief  executive  of 
investment  banking,  to  be-  _ 
come  a  director  of  the  bank 
and  chief  executive,  of  BZW. 
the  global  investment  banking 
arm  of  Barclays. 

In  addition  to  a  relatively 
modest  £300.000  annual  sala¬ 
ry.  Mr  Harrison  will  be  paid  a 


Clark:  £3m  court  award  Michael  Hephen  £750,000  ‘windfall*  from  previous  job 


1996  guaranteed  minimum 
bonus  of  £135  million,  due  at 
the  end  of  next  March.  His 
guaranteed  bonus  for  next 
year,  payable  in  March  1998, 
is  £900,000  in  cash.  This 
relates  to  Mr  Harrison’s  first 
foil  year  of  employment  with 
the  Barclays  Group.  Further, 
he  is  to  receive  £600,000  of 
Bard  ays  shares  as  part  of  an 
executive  award  scheme  link¬ 
ing  directors’  remuneration 
with  the  performance  of  the 
group,  and  are  made  in  equal 
tranches  on  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  anniversaries  of  the 
award  dare. 

But  dwarfing  Mr  Harri¬ 
son’S  deal  is  last  month's 
NatWest  acquisition  of  J.O. 
Hambro  Magan,  the  highly 
successful  corporate  finance 
boutique  headed  by  George 
Magan.  Analysts  believe  that 


the  basic  £20  million  price  tag 
could  eventually  top  £150  mil¬ 
lion  after  120  staff  of  the 
combined  operation  were 
locked  in  by  “golden  hand¬ 
cuffs".  Some  of  the  new  con¬ 
tracts  are  said  to  be  worth  as 
much  as  £2  million  for  the  best 
performers. 

While  NatWest  Markets 
was  spending  money  freely  the 
parent  bank  was  under  fire 
from  the  40.000  NatWest  Staff 
Federation  for  scrapping  the 
present  bonus  system,  and 
replacing  it  with  a  new  scheme  ■ 
which  is  "in  line  with  the  drive 
to  a  more  performance-related 
culture"  said  the  bank.  After 
some  20,000  staff  sent  “pro¬ 
test"  cards  to  Derek  Wanless. 
NatWest’s  chief  executive,  the 
bank  did  agree  to  delay  foil 
implementation  to  1993  so  that 
next  year  staff  will  have  an 


element  of  their  bonus,  worth 
£80  million  in  1995,  guaran¬ 
teed,  but  for  die  last  time. 

Employment  experts  say  bo¬ 
nuses  play  a  unique  role  in 
Britain.  Salaries  tend  to  be 
lower  and  bonuses  higher,  in 
contrast  to  the  rest  of  Europe 
where  fixed  salaries  are  the 
norm.  Cultural  tensions  were 
exposed  by  the  wave  of  merg¬ 
ers  involving  Swiss  Bank  Cor¬ 
poration  (SBC).  Deutsche 
Bank  and  others.  The  Swiss 
and  Germans  demanded  a 
move  to  fixed  salaries  on  the 
ground  that  payrolls  would  be 
easier  to  monitor.  The  calls 
were  rejected  out  of  hand. 
SBC,  which  now  owns  War¬ 
burg.  the  London  broker,  re¬ 
cently  announced  that  it  had 
set  aside  a  £70  million  bonus 
pot  to  reward  executives  and 
senior  traders. 


Andrew  Large,  SIB  chairman,  who  fears  excessive  rewards  culture  carries  risks 


SUSItt§5£imtERS 
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Virgin  survey  shows  BA/AA  alliance  should  be  referred  The  rewards  of 


From  the  Chairman.af  the 
\ Virgin  Croup  of  Companies  - 
Sir;  Once  again  British  Air¬ 
ways.  is  obviously,  trying  to 
twist  reality  to  suit  the  termspf 
its  proposed  merger  with 
American  Airlines. 

Jon  Ashworth’s  article  about 
the  EU  probe  into  the  proposed 
BA/AA  monopoly  (November 
I!)  mentions  that  market  re¬ 
search  shows  that  consumers 
r  a  margin  of 
seven  to  one.  What  nonsense. 


The  only  research  that  BA  has 
carried  out  is  among  some  of 
BA'S  own  passengers  and  it 
has  never  made  the  questions 
or  the  results  public. 

Virgin,  on  the  other  hand, 
asked  MORI  to  conduct  an 
independent  survey  of  all 
adults  in  the  UK  which  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  vast  majority 
thought  the  deal  should  te 
referred  to  the  MMC.  Most 
consumers  also  felt  that  Virgin 
was  right  to  complain  and  that 


the  deal  would  inevitably  lead 
to  higher  prices.  We  made  all 
the  results  public  and  are 
confident  that  the  unbiased 
results  are  robust,  which  is 
more  than  one  can  say  for 
BA's  own  passenger  lobbying 
exercise  dressed  up  as  a  mar¬ 
ket  research. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RICHARD  BRANSON, 
Chairman, 

Virgin  Group  of  Companies. 
11  Holland  Park,  Wll. 


Providing  funds 
for  pension  needs 

FromPrqfessor  . 

Cordon  Pepper 
Sir,  The  advantages  of  a 
country  having  funded  pen¬ 
sion  schemes  (House  of  Com¬ 
mons  Report,  November  1) 
should  nor  be  overstated. 
Whereas  an  individual  pen¬ 
sion  scheme  can  fond,  it  is 
much  more  difficult  for  a  na¬ 
tion  as  a  whole  to  do  so.  The 
simplest  way  is  to  acquire  for¬ 
eign  assets,  as  Japan  has  been 


doing.  This  implies  a  deficit  on 
the  capital  account  of  the 
■  country’s  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments.  For  this  to  be  sustained 
there  must  be  a  persistent  sur- 
plus  on  the  current  account. 

The  main  domestic  way  fo 
which  a  country  can  fund  is  if 
the  contributions  to  pension 
funds  lead  to  a  high  overall 
level  of  savings.  This  must 
feed  through  to  industrial  and 
other  investment  in  productive 
assets.  The  result  of  this  must, 
in  turn,  be  that  national 
income  grows  at  a  faster  rate 
ihan  would  otherwise  be  the 


case.  Finally  workers  at  the 
time  the  pensions  are  paid 
must  not  claim  the  increase  in 
income  for  themselves. 

The  UK's  current  account  of 
the  balance  of  payments,  level 
of  savings,  amount  of  industri¬ 
al  investment  and  growth  of 
GDP  do  not  suggest  that  the 
nation  has  succeeded  in  fund¬ 
ing  in  spite  of  the  activities  of 
individual  pension  schemes. 
Yours  faithfully, 

GORDON  PEPPER. 

City  University 
Business  School, 

Barbican  Centre.  EC2. 


loyalty  to  BT 

From  Professor  V.  Moses 
Sir,  One  must  sympathise 
with  Sir  Tain  Valla  nee  and  Sir 
Peter  Bonfield  at  BT  about  the 
resentment  which  may  arise 
over  the  inequality  of  their  pay 
compared  with  that  of  their 
new  partners  at  MCI  (Busi¬ 
ness  News.  November  7). 

Of  course  the  top  employees 
at  BT  should  have  their  re¬ 
wards  raised  to  meet  the 
Americans  and  to  ensure  their 
loyalty.  Ii  is  indeed  difficult  to 
understand  how  each  has 
hitherto  managed  on  only  $1 
million  a  year. 

No  doubt  in  fairness  the  pay 
of  all  the  other  BT  employees 
will  also  rise  to  American  levels 
—  and  for  the  same  reason.  One 
would  noi  wish  their  loyalty  to 
go  unrecognised  and  unreward¬ 
ed.  This  leaves  the  customers. 
Presumbably  their  telecom¬ 
munication  charges  will  fall  to 
US  rates.  Are  they  not  also 
loyal? 

Yours  faithfully, 

V.  MOSES. 

74  Aylesrone  Avenue,  NW6. 


London  has  returned  to  the 
established  pattern  of  high 
risk,  high  reward,  according 
to  Ronnie  Fox.  senior  partner 
of  Fox  Williams  and  an  expert 
in  contractual  (aw.  In  the  Ciiy, 
rewards  tend  to  be  tied  closely 
to  individual  performance.  Mr 
Fax.  asked  to  advise  on  a 
bonus  of  £7  million  for  one 
City  star,  questioned  what  the 
recipient  could  possibly  have 
done  to  command  such  a  sum. 
The  answer,  he  was  told,  was 
simple:  the  individual  con¬ 
cerned  had  made  the  bank  a 
profit  of  E42  million. 

The  inner  practices  of  com¬ 
panies  were  laid  uncomfort¬ 
ably  bare  in  the  case  of  John 
Clark,  who  was  ousted  as  chief 
executive  of  BET  after  the 
takeover  by  Rentokil  Initial 
earlier  this  year.  He  was 
subsequently  awarded  com¬ 
pensation  of  more  than  £3 
million  in  the  High  Court  — 
an  award  influenced  by  the 
level  of  bonuses  he  had  come 
to  expect,  ft  was  ruled  that  he 
was  entitled  to  50  per  cent 
bonuses  over  the  three-year 
term  of  his  contract:  abour 
£735.000.  It  emerged  that  Sir 
Clive  Thompson,  Rentokil’s 
chief  executive,  had  received 
bonuses  worth  as  much  as  70 
per  cent  in  preceding  years. 

Geoff  Tyler,  ihe  lawyer  who 
acted  for  Mr  Clark,  szud  there 
had  been  a  move  away  from 
large  fixed  salaries  towards 
bonuses  linked  more  directly 
to  performance.  Mr  Tyler, 
senior  employment  partner  in 
Biddle  &  Co.  the  City  law  firm, 
said  performance  was  becom¬ 
ing  an  important  factor  in  the 
remuneration  of  senior  execu¬ 
tives.  New  features  include 
restrictive  share  award 
schemes,  in  which  executives 
are  awarded  the  equivalent  of 
their  bonus  in  shares,  payable 
at  some  time  in  the  future. 
This  gives  them  even  more  of 
an  incentive  to  make  the  share 
price  perform. 

Credit  for  one  of  the  more 
unusual  ’’bonus"  arrange 
ments  of  1996  goes  to  Michael 
Hepher,  who  stepped  down  as 
managing  director  of  BT  in 
December.  Mr  Hepher,  newly 
installed  as  chief  executive  of 
Charterhouse,  remains  on 
BTs  payroll  until  August  1997, 
earning  him  an  additional 
£700.000  on  top  of  his 
Charterhouse  package. 
Charterhouse  said  that  Mr 
Hepher  had  not  received  any 
form  of  “golden  hello"  on 
joining  the  company. 

Noel  Howell  of  Bifu,  the 
banking,  insurance  and  fi¬ 
nance  union,  yesterday  strong¬ 
ly  condemned  the  soaring 
bonuses  now  being  handed 
out  to  top  City  executives.  He 
said;  "The  pay  gap  between  fat 
cats  and  most  ordinal  staff  is 
widening  considerably.  It 
seems  that  banks  are  paying 
ever  larger  bonuses  just  for 
some  staff  to  stay,  while  some 
120.000  jobs  have  been  lost  in 
the  financial  services  sector 
since  1990.  If  banks  want  to 
pay  bonuses  |that's]  fine,  but  it 
should  be  rewarding  loyalty 
across  the  board  and  not  just  a 
privileged  handful." 

The  City  houses  and  mer¬ 
chant  banks  argue  that  to 
become  top  players  in  the 
markets  in  which  they  operate 
they  have  to  recruit  star  per¬ 
formers.  But  that  view  is  not 
shared  by  London’s  lop  regu¬ 
lator.  Sir  Andrew  Large,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Securities  and 
Investments  Board,  gave 
warning  recently  about  the 
dangers  of  overpaying.  He 
said:  “Issues  do  arise  about  the 
balance  between  paying  stars 
competitively  in  order  ro  retain 
the  best,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  risk  of  incemivising  such 
people  to  behaviour  that  is 
harmful  and  can  lead  to 
serious  damage,  long-term,  to 
the  firm  as  a  whole." 


Myth  behind 
the  idea  of  an 
unfettered 
global  economy 

Anita  Roddick  argues  that  the  drive  to 
deregulate  free  trade  further  is  the 
last  hurrah  of  an  outdated  theory 


Last  week  the  Govern¬ 
ment  published  a 
White  Paper  promot¬ 
ing  global  trade,  which 
urged  the  abolition  of  all 
tariff  barriers  by  2020.  Ian 
Lang.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  called  it  "an 
idea  whose  Lime  has  come". 
1  would  argue  that  it's  an 
idea  whose  time  has  gone. 

Free  trade  holds  much  of 
the  blame  for  continued 
international  conflict.  Mar¬ 
kets  are  said  to  possess 
wisdom  that  is  somehow 
superior  to  man.  Those  of  us 
in  business  who  travel  in  the 
developing  world  see  the 
results  of  such  Western  wis¬ 
dom,  and  have  a  rumbling 
disquiet  about  much  of  what 
our  economic  institutions 
have  bought  into.  I'm  writ¬ 
ing  from  southern  Mexico, 
where  I  see  at  first  hand  how 
destructive  unrestrained 
economic  growth  can  be,  not 
just  for  the  natural  environ¬ 
ment  but  also  to  human 
development 
According  to  the  theory  of 
free  trade;  which  I  call 
"licentious”  trade,  we  should 
all  be  happy  the  globe  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  play¬ 
ground  for  those  who  can 
move  capital  and  projects 
quickly  from  place  to  place. 
It’s  not  easy  challenging  the 
unshake- 
able  belief 
in  the  om¬ 
nipotence  of 
unfettered 
free  trade  — 
but  it  has  to 
be  done.  Is 
the  market 
really 
“free"?  Free 
for  whom, 
free  for 
what?  Free¬ 
dom  at  any 
price?  Or  is 
the  price  of 
human 
rights 
abuses  paid 
too  high? 

Let  me  in¬ 
voke  Adam 
Smith,  the 

grandfather  of  the  concept, 
who  argued  that  for  free 
trade  to  flourish  it  was 
necessary  to  destroy  monop¬ 
olies  of  power  and  create 
accountability  in  business. 
But  free  trade  as  practised 
has  been  one  of  (he  greatest 
deceptions. 

It  is  the  idea  of  business 
accountability  whose  time 
has  come  and  one  that  is 
recognised  by  non-govem- 
mental  organisations 
(NGOs)  among  the  growing 
voices  speaking  out  against 
the  grand  free  trade  decep-’ 
tion.  By  globalisation  they 
understand  that  human  be¬ 
ings  need  to  be  protected, 
not  profits.  NGOs  are  the 
voice  of  the  otherwise  unrep¬ 
resented  poor. 

Christian  Aid  recently 
launched  its  "Change  The 
Rules"  campaign,  highlight¬ 
ing  how  many  Third  World 
farmers  producing  food  for 
Britain's  supermarkets  suf¬ 
fer  unacceptably  low  wages, 
or  work  in  dangerous  and 
degrading  conditions.  Su¬ 
permarkets  have  the  money, 
musde  and  mechanisms  to 
guarantee  a  better  deal  for 
Third  World  producers. 
Christian  Aid  supports  a 


Roddick:  "licentious  belief” 


Supermarket  Charter  for  the 
Third  World  and  indepen¬ 
dent  monitoring  of  conduct. 

Detractors  would  argue 
that  the  cost  to  supermarkets 
would  simply  be  passed  on. 
That’s  where  thoughtful  reg¬ 
ulation  comes  in.  Changing 
the  rules  is  useless  if  the 
burden  is  simply  passed  on 
instead  of  shared. 

We  need  to  change  the 
rules  governing  internation¬ 
al  trade.  If  businesses  trying 
to  improve  their  own  ethical 
performance  got  together 
with  organisations  that  un¬ 
derstand  the  needs  of  people 
in  poorer  countries,  perhaps 
we  could  all  move  down  the 
same  path  towards  positive 
change.  Our  current  eco¬ 
nomic  indicators  are  inade¬ 
quate  for  measuring  global 
trade’s  human  effects:  we 
are  tethered  by  the  tyranny 
or  the  bottom  line.  What 
about  putting  emotion,  com¬ 
passion  and  caring  into  the 
economic  equation? 

Ask  yourself  what  “glob¬ 
al"  really  means.  Politics 
and  commerce  are  not  sepa¬ 
rate.  Events  in  Rwanda  and 
Zaire  are  directly  linked  to 
armaments  factories  and 
dealers'  offices  in  the  UK.  It 
is  a  chain  of  death,  in  which 
some  finks  are  more  impli¬ 
cated  than  others,  and  one 
implicated 
more  than 
most  is  the 
British 
Govern¬ 
ment  with 
its  unfet¬ 
tered  free 
trade 
policy. 

The  White 
Paper  says: 
’’Security 
and  stability 
remain  es¬ 
sential  for 
the  free  mar¬ 
ket  to  oper¬ 
ate  success¬ 
fully 

worldwide." 
Again, 
whose  sec¬ 
urity.  whose 
stability?  In  June  19"%  Shell 
Nigeria's  general  manager 
said:  “For  a  commercial 
company  trying  to  make 
investments  jxiu  need  a  sta¬ 
ble  environment.  Dictator¬ 
ships  can  give  you  that." 

Malcolm  Rifkind.  the  For¬ 
eign  Secretary,  hopes  that 
the  Government's  campaign 
will  help  people  to  "trade 
their  way  to  prosperity".  Tell 
that  to  the  Ogoni  people  of 
Nigeria,  a  country  still  just 
in  the  Commonwealth  that 
might  reasonably  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  subject  to  some  UK 
influence.  The  real  costs  of 
unfettered  trade  —  environ¬ 
mental  degradation  and  so¬ 
cial  unrest  —  are  always 
borne  by  those  with  least 
economic  power. 

“The  world  will  be  richer 
if  others  follow  Britain's 
lead,”  says  Kenneth  Clarke, 
implying  that  all  will  be  fine 
as  long  as  people  do  not 
interfere.  The  time  has  come 
for  business  and  political 
leaders  to  stop  perpetuating 
this  deceptive  myth  of  free 
trade  and  create  economics 
as  if  people  and  the  planet 
really  mattered. 

□  Anita  Roddick  is  founder 
of  The  Body  Shop 
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Northern  Foods 
counts  the  cost 
of  BSE  scare 


tCWSIEAM 


A  GOOD  performance  from 
its  prepared  foods  division 
boosted  interim  profits  of 
Northern  Foods,  partially 
countering  a  squeeze  on  dairy 
earnings  and  a  £3  million  hit 
frum  the  BSE  scare. 

Christopher  Haskins,  North¬ 
ern*  chairman,  said:  The 
effect  of  BSE  on  food  process¬ 
ing  has  been  seriously 
underestimated." 

Lost  sales  because  of  wor¬ 
ries  about  BSE  knocked  £1 
million  off  profits  on  conven¬ 
ience  foods,  such  as  chilled 
lasagne,  and  £2  million  off 
profits  on  meat.  "We  don't  see 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

a  material  recovery  in  con¬ 
sumer  demand.  We  just  hope 
it  stabilises  at  the  current 
level,"  Mr  Haskins  said. 

The  company,  a  major  sup¬ 
plier  to  Marks  &  Spencer, 
made  a  pre-tax  profit,  before 
exceptionals.  of  E57.8  million, 
up  I  per  cent,  in  the  six  months 
to  September  30. 

Sales  of  convenience  foods 
rose  by  1.9  per  cent,  to  £244 
million,  and  grocery  sales  rose 
by  36.5  per  cent,  to  £1S0  mil¬ 
lion.  Sales  of  meat  products  fell 
by  7  per  cent,  to  £115  million, 
and  dairy  sales  fell  by  13  per 
cent,  to  £403  million.  Dairy 


TBI  soars  above 
travel  downturn 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


TBI.  the  property  and,  air¬ 
port  group,  defied  a  down¬ 
turn  in  air  travel  in  the 
summer  to  more  than  dou¬ 
ble  pre-tax  profits  to  £9.7 
million  from  £424  million 
in  the  six  months  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30. 

The  company,  which 
owns  Cardiff  and  Belfast 
airports,  attributed  the  re¬ 
sults  to  a  47  per  cent  lift  in 
scheduled  flights,  a  20  per 
cent  rise  in  spending  per 
passenger  and  costs  saved 
by  outsourcing. 

Profits  were  also  en¬ 
hanced  by  a  £1.65  million 
surplus  from  the  disposal  of 
a  property  in  Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire. 

Keith  Brooks,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  that  customer 
spending  at  Belfast  airport 
acquired  for  £100  million  in 
August  rose  from  £1.95  to 


£220  per  passengerand  was 
expected  to  increase  further. 

The  company  said  the 
commercial  development  of 
Cardiff  airport  acquired  in 
1995.  was  continuing  suc¬ 
cessfully.  with  a  47  per  cent 
increase  in  scheduled  traffic 
and  the  expenditure  per 
passenger  up  14  per  cent 

Gearing  was  down  to 
down  to  54  per  cent  from  94 
per  cent  Mr  Brooks  said, 
and  TBI  might  possibly 
complete  another  acquisi¬ 
tion  similar  in  sire  to  Belfast 
airport  The  interest  charge 
rose  to  £5.61  million  from 
£3.93  million. 

TBI’s  property  division 
again  turned  in  strong 
growth,  with  a  26  per  cent 
rise  in  its  12-month  leases. 
Earnings  rose  26  per  cent  to 
256p  per  share.  Again  there 
is  no  interim  dividend. 


operating  profits  were  down 
by  27  per  cent  to  £22  million. 

The  fall  in  dairy  sales  was 
partly  attributable  to  the 
disposal  of  some  milk  rounds, 
but.  Mr  Haskins  said,  “profits 
of  the  dairy  business  declined 
more  than  we  had  anticipated 
as  commodity  prices  col¬ 
lapsed".  Although  world  de¬ 
mand  for  dairy  products  has 
weakened,  and  the  value  of 
sterling  has  risen,  milk  com¬ 
modity  prices  have  not  been 
cut.  This  resulted  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  reduced  margins  for 
Eden  Vale. 

Sales  of  milk  delivered  to  the 
doorstep  declined  by  9  per 
cent,  which  is  less  than  expect¬ 
ed.  and  the  price  of  a  delivered 
pint  was  increased  by  Ip.  to 
around  39p.  on  October  l 
without  so  far  hitting  sales. 
Supermarket  milk  prices  re¬ 
main  under  pressure  because 
of  intense  competition. 

The  dairy  business  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  affected  by  failing 
commodity  prices  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  half.  Mr  Haskins  said. 
However,  he  reckons  that, 
excluding  this  factor.  North¬ 
ern  has  "probably  finally 
stabilised"  its  dairy  profits. 

The  company  plans  to  end 
glass  bottling' at  its  Ashby 
dairy  early  next  month,  with 
the  loss  of  about  20  jobs.  In  all, 
around  1.000  jobs  have  gone 
in  the  past  year,  reducing  the 
staff  total  to  about  25,000.  No 
more  major  rounds  of  job 
losses  are  expected. 

The  performance  of  the 
groceries  division  is  flattered 
by  the  inclusion  of  Green  Isle, 
maker  of  Good  fella's  pizzas,  as 
a  subsidiary  for  the  whole 
period,  compared  with  two 
months  in  1995. 

Earnings  per  share  were  03 
per  cent  higher,  at  728p.  and 
the  interim  dividend  rises  by 
29  per  cent,  to  3.6p  per  share, 
payable  on  March  27.  The 
shares  dosed  up  24  p.  at  198p. 


Joint  effort  John  McCarthy,  left,  and  Matthew  Thome,  finance  director,  defy the trends 

McCarthy  attacks  planners 


McCarthy  &  STONE.  Brit¬ 
ain*  largest  retirement  home¬ 
builder.  is  being  “held  to 
ransom"  by  local  planning 
authorities,  according  to  John 
McCarthy,  its  chairman 
(Fraser  Nelson  writes). 

Mr  McCarthy  said  the  com¬ 
pany*  growth  is  being  held 
back  by  councillors  who  make 
exorbitant  financial  demands 


in  exchange  for  planning  per¬ 
mission.  disregarding  central 
government  guidelines 

He  said:  The  planning 
committees  know  that  many 
builders  would  sooner  meet 
their  demands  than -risk  18- 
month  delays  to  construction. 
But  we  are  being  asked  to 
provide  extra  funds  for  play¬ 
grounds  and  bicycle  routes. 
Our  residents  don't  use  play¬ 
grounds  and  don’t  ride  lakes, 
and  we  are  refusing  to  pay  on 
principle." 

The  housebuilder  has  19 
cases  subject  to  an  inquiry, 
and  expects  more  to  follow; 
Mr  McCarthy  said  so  far  It 
has  won  97  per  cent  ofits  cases 


but  must  pay  an  average  of 
E25JXX)  for  each  case.  ■'  ~ 
McCarthy’  &  Stone  defied 
the  trends  in  the  housing 
sector  by  increasing  both  mar¬ 
gins  and  volume  sales  in  the 
year  to  August  31.  when-  pre1 
tax  profits  rose  19  per  cent  to 
£11  millian.  it  sold  906  homes, 
compared  with  858.  and  -lifted 
gross  margin  to  35  per  cent  (33 
per  cent).  However,  the  value 
of  sales  fell  by8  per  cenfto  E61 
million,  reflecting  a  higher 
proportion  of  one-person 
homes.  A  higher  tax  charge 
dipped  earnings  to7p  a  share 
from  72p.  The  total  dividend 
is  increased  to  2Jp  (2p).  with  a 
1 .75p  final,  due  January  20. :  * 


to  record 
October 


By  Kevin  Eason,  motoring  editor 


PRODUCTION  of"  cars 
jumped  last  month  as  the 
British  motor  .  industry 

showed  'signs,  that. its  recov¬ 
ery  is  gathering  pace. 

Output  increased  39.3  per 
cent  last  month  to  179,963  — 
the  highest  October  total  on 


Although  the  surge  was 
underpinned  by  demand  at 
hone  —  up  2279  per  cent  to 
74.771  —  exports  provided 
the.  huge  boost  to  British 
factories. 

Production  for  sales  over¬ 
seas  rose  54.02  per  cent  to 
105.192  as  orders  for  new 
models  such  “as  die  Coven¬ 
try-made  Jaguar  XK8  and 
Ford*  latest  Fiesta,  which  is 
made  at  Dagenham  in  Es¬ 
sex,  were  fulfilled  and  Japa¬ 
nese  manufacturers  in  the 
UK  —  Toyota,  Honda  and 
Nissan  —  continued  to  in¬ 
crease  their  shipments  to 
Europe. 

Output  inthe  year  so  far 
was  up  to  1,407,515;  an 
increase  of  10.02 '  per  cent 
over  die  January  to  October 
period  of  last  year;  underlin¬ 
ing  evidence  thatjhe British 
motor  industry  is  thriving. 

Eveh  with  domestic  sales 
stagnant,  carmakers  have 
been  finding. more  and  mare 
salesaverseas.^v:;  - 
Jaguar,  for  .  example,  en¬ 
joyed  a  record  October,  with 
sates  of  4385  cars,  boosted 
mainly  by  the  launch  of  the 
XK8  sports  models.  - 
Sales  '  of  saloons  '  arid 
sports  cars  -  in  the.  .  US 
reached  a.  ten-year,  high, 
while  sales  around  the  world 
also  reached  -  monthly 
records  as  the  first  ;XK8 
models  were  delivered. . . 

Ernie  Thompson,  die  chief 
executive  of  die  Society  of 
Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders,  said  yesterday: 
These  outstanding  produc¬ 
tion  figures  demonstrate  yet 
again  die  resurgence  of  the 
motor  industry  in  Britain.* 
Meanwhile,  production  of 
commercial  vehicles  is  also 
rising  rapidly,  up33-69per 
cent  td 22909 in  October.  ' 
Although  there's  -TStfie'-' 


cheer  at  home,  with  output  fra: 
domestic  consumption  down 
432  per  cent,  produenon  for 
overseas  was  ahead  a  healthy 

147.17  per  cent.  ^ 

However,  that  was  not  _ 
enough  to  turn  round  the  lack 
of  growth  in  the  commercial- 
vehicle  market-  _  - / 

Total  production  of  vansr 
lorries  and  buses  in  the  first 
ten  months  of  the  year  was 
199,960, 0.43  per  cent  down  on 
the  January  to  October  figure 
last  year. 


strong  pound  on  exports 


COURTAULDS  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  strong  pound 
could  hurt  its  export  business. 
The  chemicals  group  reported 
a  decline  in  pre-tax  profits  for 
the  half  year  after  difficult 
markers  for  acrylic  and  vis¬ 
cose  fibres. 

Gordon  Campbell,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive.  said  he  expected  mar¬ 
gins  to  remain  poor  in  viscose 
and  said  that  the  strength  of 
sterling  was  unhelpful. 

He  said  that  Courtaulds 
exported  goods  worth  £218 
million  from  the  UK  in  the 
half  year  to  September  and  he 
indicated  that  the  dollar  ex¬ 
change  rate  was  the  problem. 


Century  Inns 
cheered  by 
profits  growth 

STRONG  growth  in  its  man¬ 
aged  pubs  division  helped 
Century  Inns,  the  indepen¬ 
dent  pub  group  based  in  the 
North  East  and  Yorkshire;  to 
a  23  per  cent  increase,  to  £7.1 
million,  in  full-year  profits. 

Overall  turnover  for  the 
year  to  September  30  In¬ 
creased  13  per  cent  to  £24 
million.  During  the  year.  Cen¬ 
tury  invested  £7  million  in  the 
estate  and  added  28  new 
outlets,  including  18  pur¬ 
chased  from  Tom  CoMeigh 
for  £25  million  in  ApriL  The 
maiden  final  dividend  of45p 
ts  payable  on  January  21. 


ByCarlMorxished  ^ 

"We  are  sitting  on  a  -  UK 
manufacturing  base  with  a 
large  part  of  sales  going  put  of 
the  UK.  As  for  afi  such 
businesses,  stronger  sterling 
makes  us  less  competitive.” 

In  the  half-year  to  Septem¬ 
ber,  pretax  profits  fell  from 
£68  million  to  £64  million. 
Operating  profits  from  contin¬ 
uing  businesses  were  up  7  per 
cent  to  £80  million  arid 
Courtaulds’  Tencel  business 
went  into  profit  for  the  first 
time.  Sales  of  the  new  fibre 
were  double  those  of  a  year 
ago  and  the  company  expects 
a  new  Tencel  manufacturing 
plant  in  Grimsby,  *  South 


Humberside^  to  be  commis- 
sioned  by  the  end  of  next  year. 

Courtaulds  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  strong  growth  m. 
aerospace  sealants  because  of 
a  surge  in  dvfl  aircraft  orders. 
Coatings  and  sealants  contrib¬ 
uted  £42  million  (£41  million) 
in  operating  profits  in  the  half 
year  while  polymer  products 
•rose  from  £10  million  to  Eli 
million.  The ,  fibres  business 
grew  I2perceritfo  £27  rnillioh. 

Courtaulds  is  increasing  the 
half-year  dividend  from  43p 
to  4.45p  after  eammgs  of  10.6p 
(»-3p). 

Tempos,  page  30 


European 
slowdown 
is  sapping 
for  Wagon 

WEAK  demand  in  Eure 
.  pean  markets  sapped  prof- 
its  at  Wagon  Industrial  in¬ 
the  six  months  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  as  the  car  parts  and  ' 

store  fittings  group  suf- 
fered  a  13  per  cent  pre-tax 
profits  foil  to  £11.1  miflioit:  - 
John  Hudson,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  saul  government 
policy  discouraging  super-  - 
markets  to  open  out-of- 
town  branches  had  caused 
a  hill  in  demand  for  retail 
equipment  He  expects  a 
recovery  next  year  as 
'  supermarkets  refurbish 
old  stores. 

-  The  pan-European  stor¬ 
age  business  saw  a  decline 
in  both sales  and  profits,  in 
spite  of  baring  added  a 
£500.000  marketing  team 
in  Germany.  Mr  Hudson 
said  that  the  team  was  now 
trained,  and  prepared  fora 
recovery;  : 

.  Earnings  were  I35p  a 
share  compared  with  17p. 
The  Interim  diridend,  due 
on  Ffftroaxy  20,  is  held  at 

m: 

Greenway  loss 

Greenway .  Holdings,  the 
lubricants  arid  recycled  ft*-’., 
els  company,  incurred  a 
pretax  loss  of  £80.000  itk 
the  hsif  year  to  the  Sep*-, 
temtoer  30,  compared  with- 
profits  of  £564,000  in  the" 
first  half  erf  the  previous 
year.  There  was  a  delay  in 
the -recovery  of  fuel  ofl 
sale&to  flic  power  genera¬ 
tion  sector,  leaving  sales 
Yohane' some  two  million 
^aflods .  below  expecta¬ 
tions.  The  interim  is  main¬ 
tained  at  0.5p.  Directors  ' 
expect  ,  a  return  to  profit¬ 
ability  for  die  financial 
year  as  a  whole. 

CML  shrinks  ; 

Pre-tax  -profits  at  CML 
Microsystems,  the  distrib-  ” 

utor  of  electronic  equip¬ 
ment,  fell  to  £117,000  from 
£72$000  in  the  six  months 
to  September  30.  Earnings 
shrunk  to  135p  a  share- 
(3-38p).  Again  there  is  no 
interim  dividend.  The' 
company  has  net  cash  of  -; 
£8.04  million. 


Alistair  Arkky,  left,  Centmy  Irms  chief  rarativ*  Barry  Whitefa&d  *■’ 


No  sign  of  motor  rate 


tr*. 


By  Marianne  Curphey 
INSURANCE  CORRESPONDENT 

MOTOR  insurance  rates  could  stay  tow 
until  March  next  year  as  compering 
insurers  play  a  game  of  brinkmanship 
with  one  another,  it  was  claimed 
yesterday. 

AA  Insurance,  which  has  a  panel  of  30 
insurers,  and  CE  Heath,  the  international 
broker,  both  said  yesterday  that  there  was 
little  sign  of  the  upturn  in  rates  which  the 
industry  had  been  hoping  for. 

The  AA  said  a  rise  in  personal  motor 
premiums  was  unlikely  until  the  first 
quarter  of  next  year,  while  Heath  said  it 
was  impossible  to  predict  when  the 


uptiifrf  in  the  qrle  would  begin.  A 
number  of  the  smaller  players,  including 
some  direct  insurers,  have  been  trying  to 
raise  rates  m  order  to  stem  underwriting 
tosses.  “It  is  a  game  of  brinkmanship  and 
the  first  to.  raise  rates  loses  business  to 
rivals,"  a  spokeswoman  for.  the  AA  said. 

Insurers  "are  also  worried  -  at  the 
prospect  that  ■  the  ChaiKeUor  may  decide' 
to  more  than  double  insurance  premium 
tax  frcoa  25'per  ohu  to  5  or  6  per  cent  in 

next  week's .  Budget.  This  -would  -be 
effective  from  April,  just  as  rates  are 
predicted  &  start  rising. 

CE  Heath’s  comments  came  as  the 
broker  announced  interim  profits  before 
taSr  aid  exceptional  items  had  almost 


katejj  to  £3-4  million  (£6.4  millfori 
items  ffie  interim 
b  nHf“an'  up  from  £103  ] 
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breaug  it  mduded  profiteers  <x 
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ns  revamp  to  improve 
at  Hawker  Siddeley 


Fia.  the  engineering  group 
that  recouly  bought  the 
Hawker  Siddeley  electric  pow¬ 
er  business  from  BTR,  yester¬ 
day  reported  a  30  per  cent 
improvement  in  its  first-half 
profits,  to  E5L4  million. 

FKI  plans  a  substantia] 
reorganisation  to  improve 
profits  of  the  Hawker  Siddeley 
business,  including  the  pos¬ 
sible  closure  of  its  loss-making 
overseas  operations.  Bob 
Beeston,  FKI’s  chief  executive, 
said  that  it  was  too  early  to 
estimate  the  cost  of  the 
restructuring. 

Jeff  Whalley.  chairman, 
said  that  FKI  had  strength¬ 
ened  the  management  of  the 
engineering  division,  under  its 
chairman.  James  Beckett.  To¬ 
gether  with  its  other  recent 
purchase,  the  Italian  firm  of 
Marelli  Motori,  the  EI82  mil¬ 
lion  Hawker  Siddeley  deal  has 
made  the  engineering  division 
Fid's  largest  business. 

_  Mr  Whalley  made  dear  that 
the  deals  had  not  dulled  FKI* 
appetite  for  further  acquisi¬ 
tions.  even  though  borrowings 
now  represent  about  65  per 
cent  of  the  £382  million  of 
shareholders'  funds.  He  add¬ 
ed:  "We  are  in  discussions 
most  of  the  time.  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  make  some  progress 
in  the  next  six  months."  The 
next  purchase  is  unlikely  to  be 
in  engineering. 

The  profits  improvement  in 
the  six  months  to  September 
30  was  led  by  FKI’s  hardware 
division,  whose  operating 
profits  rose  from  £183  million 
to  E25.1  million.  Sales  grew 


wrongly,  to  £151.6  million, 
helped  by  a  recovery  in  de¬ 
mand,  good  progress  with 
Ergonomic  office  furniture  and 
the  purchase,  in  July,  of 
Wright  Products,  a  North 
American  door  and  window- 
hardware  business. 

_  The  material  handling  divi¬ 
sion, -which  includes  convey¬ 
ors  and  - balers,  increased 
profits  from  El  4.7  million  to 
E17.I  million  in  spite  of  sales 
slipping  bade  to  £130.8  mil- 
ban-  FKI  said  that  it  had 
received  fewer  orders  from  the 
UK  coal  industry  and  from  the 
US  scrap  paper  business. 

In  spite  of  difficult  trading 
conditions,  profits  from  the 
engineering  division  rose  by  18 
per  cent,  to  £63  million,  on 
sales  of  E303  million. 

.The  -automotive  division, 
which  makes  cabling-  for  car. 
manufacturers,  was  the  only 
division  to  record  a  fall  in 
profits,  making  £4.7  million. . 
down  from  £53  million  last 
year.  Mr  Whalley  said  that  the 
.  division  had  seen  a  big  rise  in 
orders,  but  that  this  bad  yet  to 
show  through  because  of  costs 
of  buying  new  equipment  and 
recruiting  new  staff. 

FKI,  which  earns  most  of  its 
money  outside  the  UK.  has  re¬ 
organised  its  overseas  busi¬ 
nesses  to  allow  it  to  pay  its  first 
foreign  income,  dividend,  of-: 
3.  Ip  a  share.  This,  compares . 
with  last  year’s  net  interim 
dividend  of  Z2p,  which  was  ' 
equivalent  to  2.75p  when  toe 
tax  credit' was  included. 

• .  Tempos,  page  30  > 


Bob  Beeston,  left,  and  Jeff  Whalley  yesterday,  when  FKI  unveiled  £51.4  million  profits 


Losses  of 
£20.8m  at 
Brunei 
Holdings 

By  Martin  Baker 

BRUNEL  Holdings,  the  engi¬ 
neering  group  previously 
known  as  BM  Group,  in¬ 
curred  pre-tax  losses  of  E2036 
million  in  the  year  to  the  end 
of  June  after  a  E23.4  million 
charge  against  the  disposal  of 
discontinued  businesses. 

But  with  operating  profits 
from  continuing  businesses 
holding  steady  at  E83  million, 
compared  with  £83  million, 
the  company  is  maintaining 
die  annual  dividend  at  03p  a 
share,  payable  from  adjusted 
earnings  of  13p  a  share. 

In  the  previous  year  pre-tax 
profits  were  E17  million  and 
earnings  were  13-7p  a  share. 

Turnover  increased  29  per 
cent  to  £151  million. 

Analysts  were  encouraged 
to  see  increased  sales  figures, 
but  were  sceptical  that  the 
company  had  fully  succeeded 
in  shaking  off  the  aftermath  of 
its  acquisition  of  Blackwood 
Hodge  in  1991. 

Brunei  has  settled  for  an 
undisclosed  sum  a  lengthy 
and  expensive  legal  dispute 
with  Hambros  Bank,  which 
advised  on  the  acquisition. 

Cliff  Walker,  Brunei  chief 
executive,  said:  "We’re  now 
almost  at  a  situation  where  we 
have  reasonably  focused  busi¬ 
nesses  operating  at  a  profit" 

He  added  that  Brunei’s 
immediate  objectives  were 
low-debt  lower-geared  busi¬ 
nesses  that  were  largely  ex¬ 
port-oriented. 

Group  borrowings  dropped 
over  the  year  to  £273  million, 
compared  with  £32.7  million 
for  die  preceding  year. 


Qantas  seeks  ways  to  lift 
investment  from  overseas 


From  KachhlBtodge  in  Sydney 


Chubb  locks  further  into 
the  Australian  market 

From  Our  Correspondent  in  Sydney 


QANTAS.  the  Australian  air¬ 
line  in  which  British  Airways 
has  a  25  per  cent  interest,  is 
exploring  ways  to  increase  the 
availability  of  its  shares  to 
foreign  investors. 

The  move  is  an  attempt  to 
improve  the  performance  of 
the  share  price,  Gapr 
Pemberton,  diairman,  said 
yesterday.  The  shares  have 
languished  around  the  A$2 
(95p)  mark  since  flotation  at 
that  price  18-months  ago.  - 

Mr  Pemberton  told  the  an-, 
nuaj  meeting  that  while  de¬ 


mand  from  Australian  institu¬ 
tions  had  weakened,  demand 
from  overseas  institutions, 
which  are  limited  to  holding 
49  per  cent  of  die  stock,  had 
been  strong. 

-He  said:  “Clearly  it  raises 
the  issue  again  of  foreign 
ownership  and  the  problems 
of  limited  availably  and 
liquidity.  Of  stack  for  major 
foreign  invertors.  We  have 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  this 
problem  and  we  have  sought 
the  views  erf  a  cross  section  of 
domestic  and  international  in¬ 


vestors."  Mr  Pemberton  hopes 
to  develop  a  solution  by  next 
August. 

However,  he  insisted  that 
Qantas  would  not  be  creating 
separate  classes  of  shares  for 
domestic  and  foreign  inves¬ 
tors,  saying:  “In  a  two-class 
system,  foreign  shares  would 
sell  at  a  premium,  domestic 
shares  would  be  insulated, 
from  overseas  price  competi¬ 
tion  and  there,  would  effect¬ 
ively  be  a  transfer  of  wealth 
from  domestic  to  foreign 
shareholders." 


CHUBB  Security  made  a  fur¬ 
ther  foray  into  the  Australian 
market  yesterday  with  the 
acquisition  of  the  fire-protec¬ 
tion  arm  of  James  Hardie 
Industries,  the  building  mate¬ 
rials  group,  for  A$220  million 
(£110  million). 

The  acquisition  follows 
Chubb’s  purchase  of  James 
Handle's  Australian  security 
monitoring  and  manpower 
business  last  December  and 
its  acquisition  of  the  security 
business  of  Mayne  Nickless 
for  A$41  million  in  May. 


David  Peacock.  Chubb's  chief 
executive,  said  this  latest  ac¬ 
quisition  would  establish  the 
group  as  a  leading  provider  of 
fire-protection  products  and 
services  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region  and  substantially  de¬ 
velop  its  position  in  access 
control. 

Even  before  this  acquisition 
Chubb’s  operations  in  Austra¬ 
lia  and  New’  Zealand  account¬ 
ed  for  almost  a  quarter  of  its 
£770  million  annual  Turnover. 

The  business  being  bought 
by  Chubb,  known  at  present 


as  James  Hardie  Building 
Services,  manufactures,  dis¬ 
tributes  and  installs  fire-pro¬ 
tection  and  safety  equipment 
in  Australia  and  New  Zea¬ 
land.  In  the  year  to  March 
1996  it  achieved  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  A$5.9  million  on  sales 
of  about  A$242  million.  It  has 
total  net  assets  of  A$75  million 
and  employs  about  1.700 
people. 

Only  last  month  James 
Hardie  said  thai  profits  for  the 
current  year  to  March  1997 
would  be  lower  than  expected. 


|  p-  y.  .-U| 

Bradford  Properly 
jumps  to  £14.2m 

BRADFORD  PROPERTY  TRUST,  the  owner  of  tenated  resi¬ 
dential  property,  achieved  a  21  per  cent  increase  in  pre-tax 
profits  to  £14-2  million  in  the  six  months  to  October  5.  Gross 
rental  income  rose  26  per  cent  to  £15  million  and  revenues 
from  property  sales  was  up  45  per  cent  to  £133  million.  The 
company  is  increasing  the  interim  dividend  by  8.6  per  cent  to 
33p  a  share,  payable  from  earnings  that  rose  to  6.46p  a  share 
from  5.4p.  The  shares  rose  4p  to  24212  p. 

Philip  Warner,  chairman,  said  housing  activity  had  im¬ 
proved  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  vacant  posses¬ 
sion  values  were  rising.  The  recovery  had  been  sustained  but 
regional  variations  remained,  with  some  areas  experiencing  no 
signs  of  growth.  The  company  spent  £6.1  million  an  residential 
properties.  It  also  acquired  office  property  in  Epsom.  Surrey, 
for  £23  million  and  look  a  9.76  per  cent  interest  in  Mountview 
Estates,  a  residential  property  company,  for  £5.9  million. 

Southnews  advances 

ORGANIC  growth  and  an  acquisition  helped  Southnews,  the 
local  newspaper  publisher,  to  increase  pre-tax  profit  36  per  cent 
to  £2.68  million,  from  £1.97  million,  in  the  six  months  to 
September  28.  Turnover  rose  39  per  cent  to  a  record  £18.4 
million,  from  £13.2  million.  Although  much  of  this  growth  arose 
from  the  inclusion  of  the  Croydon  Advertiser  Group  for  the  first 
time,  the  underlying  growth  rate  was  12  per  cent.  An  interim 
dividend  of  225p  a  share  (1.76p)  will  be  paid  on  January  10. 

Birkdale  back  in  black 

BIRKDALE  GROUP,  the  marketing  services  company, 
returned  to  profit  in  the  half-year  to  foe  end  of  September, 
earning  £241  .(XX)  before  tax.  compared  with  a  £1.15  million 
loss.  Earnings  were  03p  a  share,  against  losses  of  12p.  There 
is  again  no  dividend.  The  company  has  strengthened  its 
balance  sheet,  raising  £23  million  through  a  placing  and 
open  offer  and  now  enjoys  a  positive  operating  cash  flow*. 
Turnover  was  £6  million  (£6.9  million). 

Kalamazoo  up  16% 

KALAMAZOO  COMPUTER  GROUP,  foe  supplier  of 
specialist  computer  solutions  and  printer  of  security  and 
business  forms,  earned  pre-tax  profits  of  £2.3  million  in  the 
half-year  to  the  end  of  September,  up  16  per  cent  from  £2 
million  previously.  The  interim  dividend  is  9  per  cent 
higher  at  l-2p.  payable  from  earnings  that  rose  to  3.72p  a 
share  (3.66p).  At  the  operating  level  profits  improved  to  £23 
million  from  £1.6  million. 

Record  for  Sterling 

STERLING  INDUSTRIES,  the  precision  hydraulic  and 
thermal  process  engineering  company,  achieved  record 
interim  pre-tax  profits  of  £5  million  in  the  six  months  to 
the  end  of  September,  a  29  per  cent  rise  on  the  first  half  of 
the  previous  year.  Earnings  increased  to  10.73p  a  share 
from  936p.  The  interim  dividend  is  lifted  to  32p  a  share 
from  23p.  The  company  ended  the  first  half  with  net  cash 
of  £73  million. 

Tinsley  raises  interim 

TINSLEY  ROBOR.  the  supplier  of  printed  packaging  for  foe 
music  and  multimedia  industries,  has  raised  its  interim 
dividend  20  per  cent,  to  0.9p  a  share,  after  a  19  per  cent  advance 
in  pre-tax  profits  to  £1.8  million  in  the  six  months  to  September 
30.  Bui  foe  effect  of  June’s  rights  issue  meant  earnings  were 
little  changed  at  3.9p  a  share,  compared  with  3.7p.  Turnover 
was  E7  per  cent  higher,  at  £24.9  million.  Shaun  Lawson, 
chairman,  said  foe  second  half  had  started  encouragingly. 
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Ruling  is  a  reason  to  cheer 


The  European  Court  of  Justice 
deserves  praise  for  its  verdicts 
on  VAT,  says  Richard  Watson 


It  is  not  often  that  the  boards 
rooms  of  Britain,  ring  to  the 
praises  erf  the  European 
Court  of  Justice,  especially  just 
now.  But  last  month  it  did  more 
to  reduce  the  value-added  tax 
burden  on  British  industry 
than  the  Chancellor  will  proba¬ 
bly  do  in  next  week's  Budget 
VAT  is  essentially  a  Euro¬ 
pean  tax.  so  British  VAT  tegis- 
lotion  is  subject  to  review  by  the 
•  European  Court  Two  com¬ 
panies,  Elida  Gibbs,  which  is  a 
subsidiary  of  Unilever,  and 
Argos  have  "been  fighting  their 
comer  for  several  years  and 
eventually  reached  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Court,  which  overruled 
not  only  previous  UK  court 
decisions,  but  also  the  opinion 
of  its  own  Advocate  General 
The  fundamental  arguments 
in  bosh  cases  concerned  a  perim 
of  [vindpie:  whether  the  tax 
charged  should  relate  to  the 
amount  of  cash  received.  At 
first  glatw  the  answer  would 
serin  to  beobvious.  but.  tins  fact 

that  it  has  taken  23  years  to  sort 
these  issues  out  suggests  that  in 
VAT  terms  h  was  certainly  net 
Apan  from  this  common 

principle,  the  two  cases  are  diff¬ 
erent  Thc  Hida  Gibbs  case 
concerned.  mamy-off  coupons 
issued  by  a  manufacturer,  dist¬ 
ributed  to  consumers  entitling 


All  for  the  sake 
of  a  brand 

THE  .  business  of  valuing 
brands  has  always  been  an. 
embarrassment  to  fastidious 
accountants.  Johnnie  W  alker 
whisky,  as  Sir  David  Tweedie 
of  the  Accounting  Standards 

Board  is  fond  of  telling  us.  has 

been  around  for  longer  than, 
the  United  States  of  America. 
But  the  idea  of  sticking  brands, 
in  balance  sheets  and  then 
trying  to  assess  an  annual 
increase,  decrease.  ..in.  their 
value  has  afooty* proved  a 
thorny  problem.  The  Institute- 


"  them  toa  discount  an  buying  a 
’  product  from  a  retailer.  The 
retailer  accounts  for  VAT  only 
on  the  discounted  amount,  but 
sends  the  coupon  to  the  manu¬ 
facturer  for  redemption.  On 
redeeming  the  coupon,  it  acc- 
:  aunts  for  tax  on  that  amount. 
Customs  would  thus  receive 
thefuD  amount  of  VAT. 

The  manufacturer  would 
have  received  the  original  price 
paid  by  the  retailer,  plus  VAT; 
but  less  the  amount  that  it  paid 
to  redeem  the  coupon.  Because 
that  latter  amount  was  regard¬ 
ed  as  tax-indusrye.  h  would 
have  paid  a  larger  amount  of 
VAT  man  it  should  have  done 
fri  rdatian  .to  the  amount  of 
cash  recrived. 

The  European  Court  said 
this  was  wrong  —  foe  payment 
by  foe  manufacturer  to  foe  re¬ 
tailer  was  in  effect  a  retrospec¬ 
tive  discount  on  the  original 
supply  of  the  goods  to  foe 

retaffer.  The  manufacturer 

should  thus  . reduce  its  VAT  bill 
by  foe  VAT  in  the  amount  paid 
to  the  readier—  whether  or  not 
.  the  sale  is  direct  or  through  a 

wholesaler. 

This  is  good  news  for  manu- 
fecturers.  They  will  be  relieved 
of  a  burden  of  VAT  that  they 
should  never  have  borne  and 
will  be  able  to  reclaim  at  least 


Richard  Watson  says  foe  issues  have  taken  23  years  to  resolve 


force  years’  worth  of  that 
additional  VAT.  Had  it  not 
been  for  foe-  Government’s 
announcement  of  a  three-year 
Bmh  on  refunds,  they  would 
(records  permitting)  have  been 
able  to  reclaim  such  amounts 
back  to  the  start  of  foe  tax. 

The  second  ca as.  that  of 


Argos,  is  different  and  perhaps 
not  so  wide  reaching.  Argos 
sells  vouchers  that  can  be 
redeemed  at  face  value  in  its 
stores.  Sometimes  it  sells  these 
vouchers  at  a  discount  to 
employers,  which  then  give 
them  to  their  employees.  When 
tiie  employee  goes  to  the  Argos 


of  Practitioners  in  Advertis¬ 
ing  has  just  produced  a 
review  of  cuncm  practice 
■written  by  David  Haigh.  And 
in  an  appendix  he  quotes 
some  recent  American  exam¬ 
ples.  In  percentage  changes 
ro  their  deemed  value  foe 
brand  of  Kemy  Martin  has 

fallen  24  per  cent  in  the  year, 

while  Jonnnie  Walter  Red 
Label  rose  4  per  cent. 
Gtibeys  gm  fell  20  per  cent. 
-White  hs  staWemate.  Bomtay 
Gin.  rose  40  per  cent.  The 


game  of  Scrabble  rose  5  per 
rynt.  while  Trivial  Pursuit  fell 
5  percent.  It  is  small  wonder 
that  brand  valuation  is  a  game 
that  accountants  would 'rather 
leave  alone. 

Royal  saviour 

THE  Royal  Family  is  saved. 
The  iron  disdpSne  of  past 
eras  is  to  be  brought  to  bear. 
Ffayllida  Dare  is  to  take  on 
foe  administrative  duties  in 
the  Prince  of  Wales’s  office 


that  were  previously  carried 
out  by  the  famous  Tiggy 
Legge-Bourke.  What,  you  may 
ask.  is  this  news  doing  in  an 
accountancy  diary  column? 
Simple  Dare’s  father  was  the 
legendary  Lord  Benson.  He 
built  foe  firm  of  Coopers  into 
the  mighty  business  it  is  today. 
He  was  a  fine  president  of  the 
English  IGA.  And  he  brought 
the  idea  of  accounting  stan¬ 
dards  to  fruition.  And  he  did  it 
all  with  foe  utmost  of  strong 
leadership  and  a  stem  no-non¬ 


store  to  spend  the  voucher,  he 
receives  the  face  value,  but 
Argos  has  received  only  the 
discounted  amount  It  not  un¬ 
reasonably  argued  that,  on  that 
basis,  it  should  account  for 
VAT  only  on  foe  lower  amount 
Again,  foe  European  Court 
agreed. 

These  two  cases  highlight 
three  separate  points.  The  first 
is  that  foe  European  Court  is 
the  ultimate  arbiter  of  VAT 
legislation.  The  second  is  that 
VAT  should  be  charged  on  the 
amount  of  cash  received  by  the 
supplier,  even  when  foal 
amount  is  reduced  by  subse¬ 
quent  events. 

Finally,  these  two  cases  high¬ 
light  the  inequity  of  foe  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  new  three-year  rule. 
Both  manufacturers  that  issue 
coupons  and  retailers  on  the 
same  lines  as  Argos  have 
suffered  over  foe  years  from  a 
burden  of  taxation  that  should 
not  have  occurred. 

Customs  and  Excise  has 
estimated  foe  revenue  loss 
from  these  two  cases  at  £70 
million  for  three  years,  but  this 
is  a  notoriously  difficult  area  to 
estimate.  Without  foe  three- 
year  limit,  the  total  payout 
could  approach  £500  million. 

Either  way,  it  is  good  news 
for  industry  and  reinforces  the 
fact  that  VAT  is  a  tax  on 
consumer  expenditure,  not  a 
lax  on  business. 

So.  for  once,  let  us  hear  it  far 
the  European  Court  of  Justice. 

Richard  Watson  is  head  of 
VAT  at  Price  Waterhouse 


sense  approach.  The  Royal 
Family’s  popularity  ratings 
will  rise  again  soon. 

Graham’s  way 

TERESA  GRAHAM,  of  Baker 
Tilly,  has  made  her  way  to  the 
fore  at  Workplace  2000  —  the 
English  ICAS  project  that  pro¬ 
vides  help  on  workplace  issues. 
Graham  has  become  chairman 
and  has  some  revolutionary 
ideas.  "1  am  planning  to  look  at 
the  promotion  of  chartered  ac¬ 
countancy  as  a  ‘family-friendly 
profession,”  she  said. 


Technology  will  give 
tax  system  more  logic 


Robert  Bruce 


ROBIN  COOKE-HURLE  is  one  of  foe  bright¬ 
est  minds  in  the  tax  business.  And  in  some 
ways  he  is  doing  more  to  simplify  tax  than  any 
number  of  committees  attempting  to  rewrite 
foe  basic  legislation.  He  runs  Taxsoft  which 
as  you  might  expect,  produces  innovative  tax 
software. 

This  week,  days  before  the  Budget,  is  when 
people  wonder  again  quite  what  we  can  do 
about  the  tax  system.  Cooke-Hurie  thinks 
along  those  lines.  But  his  prognosis,  which  we 
will  come  to  later,  is  very  different  to  most 

One  of  foe  noisiest  broadsides  against  the 
tax  system  has  just  been  published  by  Ernst  & 
Young,  which  is  building  quite  a  reputation 
for  coming  up  with  perceptive  views  and  then 
expressing  them  in  a  pretty  unequivocal 
manner.  This  latest  Heaven  Can  Wait  —  but 
taxpayers  can’t,  covers  the  reform  of  taxation 
of  employees. 

It  traces  the  development  of  such  taxes,  “in 
the  beginning,"  it  says,  “there  was  a  simple 
tax,  expressed  in  straightforward  language. 
Now  it  is  far  from  simple.  It 
is  no  longer  a  tax  on  profits  ^ 

from  employment  It  is  a  .jSra 

chaotic  scrap  heap  of  arbi-  jSgBjgjjs 

trary  rules  piled  higgledy- 
piggledy  on  top  of  each 
other,  as  successive  legisla- 
tors  have  contributed  ad  hoc 
solutions  to  real  or  perceived 
problems  at  the  margin,  un- 
til  foe  overall  structure  has 
become  no  structure  at  all.  Jkj4,iV 

Just  an  ever-growing  mass  of  ^ 

muddle  and  obscurity. 

That  is  the  current  situa-  _ 

tiort  succinctly  put  But  the 
tax  system  is  not  just  out  of 

cultural  step  with  a  simpler  _ _ 

business  society.  It  lags  far  PfTl 

behind  in  terms  of  the  way  ^ 

people  work  and  the  technol- 
ogy  of  everyday  business  life. 

As  another  part  of  Ernst  & 

Young's  excellent  pamphlet  says:  “While 
management  gurus  and  the  human  re¬ 
sources  specialists  tell  us  about  the  need  for 
flexible  remuneration  packages,  and  semi¬ 
detached  working  arrangements,  the  tax 
system  has  only  just  caught  up  with  foe 
notion  that  these  days  most  people  don’t 
commute  on  horseback.  The  system  of  tax¬ 
ation  of  employment  income.”  it  say's,  “has 
become  hopelessly  outmoded  and  bureau¬ 
cratic.  The  introduction  of  self-assessment 
will  exacerbate  the  situation.” 

That  also  is  true.  At  Somerset  House  this 
week  foe  Inland  Revenue  ran  a  brief  present¬ 
ation  on  the  next  steps  in  the  self-assessment 
saga.  Officials  were  emollient  and  charming. 
They  emphasised  again  and  again  that  they 


Robert 

Bruce 


were  leaning  over  backwards  to  get  foe  syst¬ 
em  running  as  smoothly  as  a  fundamental 
change  in  foe  method  of  taxing  just  under  a 
quarter  of  taxpayers  m  the  country  can  be. 
The  Revenue  is  doing  a  good  job  on  self- 
assessment  The  problem  is  that  it  is  the 
wrong  form  of  tax  system. 

All  the  chaos  of  foe  tax  system  will  in  future 
be  collated  and  reorganised.  This  will  not  be 
done  by  tax  simplification  committees  or 
even  by  the  Inland  Revenue.  The  forces  for 
change  will  simply  be  technology  and  busi¬ 
ness  methods. 

One  evening  this  year.  Robin  Cook-Hurie 
was  walking  through  the  City  with  a  couple 
of  friends  after  a  traditional  City  dinner  in 
one  of  the  livery  halls.  And  as  they  found 
themselves  walking  past  numerous  other  liv¬ 
ery  halls  a  thought  struck  them.  All  of  these 
mighty  halls  had  been  built  by  businesses 
which  were  subsequently  destroyed  by  tech¬ 
nology.  The  same  will  also  be  true  of  the  tax 
business.  In  part,  last  week's  report  from  foe 
English  ICA  on  where  the 
profession  will  be  in  the  year 
2005  covered  this  point  “We 
a believe  that  tax  compliance 
WSm,  services  have  some  limited 

scope  for  expansion,”  it  said. 
“But  we  also  believe  that  tax 
^  t  compliance  will  be  an  unal- 

fisE&T  tractive  area  for  many  practi- 

Vi  tioners  —  except  possibly  as 

a  semi-detached  adjunct  to 
the  main  practice  of  those 
^  •si''  able  to  exploit  technology  to 

handle  high  volumes  profit- 

•_ _  ably."  Tax  planning  and 

high-level  expert  advice  will 
continue  lobe  a  growth  area. 

_  The  basic  compliance  work 

within  tax  wQl  be  computer- 
CiK  1  ised  and  only  the  advice  side 

ICE  of  the  business  will  be  left.  A 

few  clever  advisers  will  eval¬ 
uate  the  possibilities.  Tax 
strategy  is  already  moving  to  the  centre  of 
businesses  rather  than  being  the  province  of 
backroom  specialists. 

But,  as  Cooke-Hurie  tends  to  point  out 
computer  systems  are  unforgiving.  This  is 
where  foe  way  in  which  compliance  work  is 
done  will  drive  foe  revolution  in  foe  tax 
system.  “Total  logic  forces  out  and  exposes 
foe  flaws  in  the  legislation." 

This  is  where  the  Holy  Grail  of  tax  simplifi¬ 
cation  lies.  Legislation  will  not  be  able  to  be 
enacted  if  it  is  too  complex  and  too  flawed  in 
the  future.  Once  the  tax  compliance  system  is 
run  by  technology,  foe  changes  that  ~a  Chan¬ 
cellor  traditionally  makes  as  a  result  of  the 
Budget  and  the  subsequent  Finance  Bill  will 
have  ro  conform  to  a  logical  system  at  lasL 
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Bonds  and  equities  lose  ground 

TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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CINEMA 


Lon  Chaney  is 
restored  to  his 
hideous  best  as 
the  1925  Phantom 
of  the  Opera  is 
screened  in  London 


■  MUSIC  1  . 


The  Kronos 
Quartet  sound  a 
little  colourless 
as  they  close  the 
American  Festival 
on  the  South  Bank 


■  MUSIC  2 


...but  Roger 
Norrmgton  leads 
theOrchestra 
of  the  Age  of 


I  DfTl  iTu  ui37y7i7w! 


boisterous  style 


■  MUSIC  3 


\4;  --and'd^  ..  ^  . 
veteran  Spanish  T:  ^1 ' 
soprano  Teresa  -  ;  . 

Berganza  is  hi4  .1. 
superb  forin  at 
the  Wigmpre  Hall  :  7 


“A  SUPERB  FILM” 


-  B.irrv  Nurr.’.jn,  BBC  FILM  ’Vv 


SEE  IT  NOW.  NOW.  NOW.  NOW.  NOW.” 


i  ir.it;. ini  Lim-h.ui.  NEON  MAOAZLNL. 
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that’s  M  of. 

Jonathan  Ross,  NEWS 


WINNER  BEST  FIL 
VENICE  FILM 
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Geoff  Brown 


welcomes  a  new 


screening  of  the 


mVMUmwiSm 


of  the  Opera 

Pandemonium  ar.  the 
Paris  Opera.  Chorus  . 
girls  blanch  and  scut-  ; 
tie  away.  Stagehands  ■ 
freeze  as  a  sinister  shadow 
suddenly  appears-  against  a 
brick  wall.  The  word  spreads  " 
quickly:  “The  Phantom  is  up 
from  the  cellars  again!” 

These  days  Erik,  die  phan¬ 
tom  of  the  opera,  never  seems 
to  have  an  evening  in.  Every 
night  the  misshapen  creature 
prowls  the  world's  theatres  in 
Andrew  Lloyd  WeWbert  musi¬ 
cal  version  of  Gaston  Leroux’s 
novel.  And  now  Lon  Chaney 
comes  back  to  haunt  us, 
courtesy  of  Universal’s  silent 
film  of  1925. 

At  the  Festival  Hall  tomor* 
row.  as  part  of  the  London 
Film  Festival,  a  newly  restored 
version  from  Channel  4  and  - 
Photoplay  Productions  will  be 
unveiled,  with,  an  orchestral  - 
accompaniment,  composed 
and  conducted  by  Carl  Davis. 

One  American  trade  review¬ 
er  considered  Universal’s  pro¬ 
duction  “probably  the  greatest 
inducement  to  nightmare  that 
has  yet  betii  screened'’.  Seven¬ 
ty  years  on,  tomorrow's  audi¬ 
ence  will  probably  enjoy  a 
restful  night  after  the  screen¬ 
ing.  Even  die  celebrated  de¬ 
scent  of  die  chandelier  looks 
painless  today. 

But  several  sequences  still 
produce  a  genuine  frisson.  The 
masked  ball,  originally  shot  in 
twocdour  Technicolor  and 
restored  with  the  aid  of  surviv¬ 
ing  footage,  has  a  Colossal 
interibt  set  of  the  Paris  Opera. 
Suddenly,  down  the  Grand 
Stairway,  the  phantom  .app¬ 
ears  as  the  Red  Death,  his  race 
a  hideous  grinning  skull. 

Another  moment  transpires 
on  the  opera  house  roof,  when 
the  phantom’s  scarlet  cloak 
whirls  around  the  night  sky:  a 
sequence  originally  tinted  by 
an  obscure  process  named 
after  its  inventor.  Max 
Handscbiegl,  and  recreated  to 
impressive  effect  by  the  mlr- . 
ade  of  digital  technology.  • 

The  tiurd  occurs  when  the 
phantom  lures  his  soprano 
protegte  Christine  Daafe. 
played  by  Mary  Fhilbin.  to 
sepulchral  chambers  below. 
Up  to  now,  Chaney’s  features 
have  been '  half-hidden, 
swathed  in  a  cloak,  nr  ob¬ 
scured  by  a  mask.  The  phan¬ 
tom  wisely  advises  her  riot  to 


Lon  Chdney,  Iheiriaa  of  titiutosand  fi&ces;asthe  phantom  in  the  1925 film  version 


touch  a  dung.  This1' gives hfe* 
fccefhe  lurcef  foriadoeri  frai.^ 
and  ,  Chrstme ,  -inpulsiveljN' 
tears  away  theinask-  ■  • 

Thectorieratokesthe’audi-' 
ence’s  viewpoint  and-  we  see  - 
the  horror  before  she  doesLx 
skewered  nose,  distended  nos-  ' 
trik.  craggy  teeth,  hollow  eyes.  ; 
Follower  cheeks.  with  cheek¬ 
bones  almost  pokings  through; 
the.  wizened  skm.  Thm  me 
phantom '''turns.'' ;round  arid  ; 
Christine  sees  the  horror.  1 
No  other  film  version  makes 
the- phantom’s  unmasking  so  : 
memorable.  None  has  created 
a  phantom  capable,  against 
the  odds,  of  touching  your 
heart  For  this,  Chaney  must 
take  most  of  the  credit  He  has 
a  dear  talent  for  pantomime, 
and  an  ability  to  humanise  the 
most  deformed  creatures.  • 

Gaston  Leroux  —  detective 
novelist  journalist  and  invet¬ 
erate  traveller  —  heeds  salut¬ 
ing  too,  for  creating  a  tale  that . 
survives  the  years  no  matter 
what  havoc  adaptors  wreak.  . 
In  the  original  novel  of  19KX 
Erik  was  a  circus  freak  who 
had  helped  build  the  Paris 
Opera;  in  Chaney’s  version,  he 


ts-;'k*  crazed  ^escapee-  from 
a^bitter 

aOTi»ser.idBfigarBi^raciii: 

\he '  settmgfhalahces 
I  fee  reahstic7  with  the 

fantastic.  Beneath  the 
JL  ornate  public,  spaces 
of  die  Paris  Opera  lurkunsus- 
peded  '.Lakes,  isOhouettes  'that 
give  you  Ihe  shivers,  and' a' 
phantom  hideaway  festooned  , 
with  plush  drapery  and  the : 
odd  open  coffin:  This  dream 
world,  built  to  designs  by  Ben 
Carrfe  who  had  served  as  a 
;  scene  painter  at  the  .  Paris 
Opera,  unwittingly,  created  a 
visual  template  for  every  - 
Phantom  that  followed. 

•  Rupert.  Julian,  the  director 
.of  the;1925  version,  was  a 
journeyman  talent  who  found 
sudden  prominence  when  he 
stepped  in  to  finish  Erich  von 
Stroheim’s'.  Menygo-Round 
ih 1923.  He  celebrated  his  rise 
to  "fame' "by  adapting -..Stro¬ 
heim'S  vices:  acting  autocratic, 
and  shooting  endless  retakes. 
After  a  disastrous  preview,  the 


CONCERTS:  The  Kronos  off-key;  authentic  Romantics;  veteran  triumph 

Howl  but  little  heart  Veteran 

■  vocal 

boos  deserve,  a  fairer 

/  '^Kn.nc,  excel  m  agility 

wnrlrc  uihirh  nmiirp.  thp  O  v 


THE  American  Indepen¬ 
dents  festival  came  to  a 
conclusion  at  the  Festival 
Hall  with  the  Kronas 
Quartet,  who  more  than 
qualify  as  American  inde¬ 
pendents.  But  like  some 
of  their  adapted  compos¬ 
ers.  they  can  be  better  on 
big  ideas  than  on 
execution. 

It  was  unfortunate  that 
they  followed  the  Arditti  ■ 
Quartet  last  week.  By 
comparison,  the  Kronos 
sounded  colourless.  Their 
flat,  dean  articulation,  so 
apt  for  Minimalist  epic 
and  ethnic  experiment,  made 
a  solemn  comedy  of  Ives’s 
student  Quartet;  even  The  tun¬ 
ing  was  poor. 

A  big  idea  lay  behind  Lee 
Hyla’s  HowL  music  written 
alongside  a  rooto  perpetuo 
redtation  of  Allen  Ginsberg's 
poem.  But  if  Ginsberg  inteno- 


Tbe  Kronos  Quartet  misfiring 

ed  Howl  to  be  an  “emotional 
time  bomb  that  would  con  tin-  . 
ue  exploding"  .  then  its 
shockwaves  are  long  gone.  In 
sheer  volume  the  words  over¬ 
whelmed  Hyla’s  music,  little 
of  which  drew  on  the  speech 
rhythms  or  intonations.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  its  delicate  inven¬ 


tions  deserve,  a  fairer 
.  hearing. 

The  Kronos  excel  in 
works  which  require  the 

-  cool  poise  of  ritual.  Aural 
.  ritual  became  visual  the¬ 
atre  in  the  stunning  stag¬ 
ing  of  George  Crumb’S 
Black  Angels ,  designed 
by  Larry  NefL  Economy 

-  of  means  characterises 
Crumb's  fearful  master¬ 
piece,  inspired  by  the 
Vietnam  War  screeches 
of  “electric  insect"  music 
a  muted  fragment  from 

'  Sch  Libert's  Deafft  and  the 
Maiden;  the  unearthly 
rasp  of  a  bowed  tam-tam;  a 
human  voice  (nunting.  The 
staging  echoed  this  restraint 
This  sonic  journey  to  war  has 
not  dated,  and  Crumb  himself 
was  dearly  moved  by  the 
performance. 

Helen  Wallace 


Colossus  at  the  keyboard 


ALEXEI  LUBIMOV  is  one  of 
the  more  remarkable  figures 
to  bestride1,  the  old  and  new 
Russia.  A  leprechaun  of  a 
man,  be  is  a  Colossus  of  a  mu¬ 
sician.  The  virtuosity  of  his 
fingers  is  testament  to  his  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  last  piano  pupils 
of  the  great  Heinrich  Neuhaus 
who  taught  Sviatoslav  Rich¬ 
ter.  Yet  Lubimov  also  gave  the 
Moscow  premiere  of  works  by 
John  Cage  m  1968  and,  in  the 
years  when  he  was  denied 
permission  to  perforin  outride 
the  Soviet  Union,  he  studied 
and  pioneered  period  key¬ 
board  performance. 

It  was  as  a  fortepianist  that 
he  appeared  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall  with  the  Or¬ 
chestra  of  the  Age  of  Enlight¬ 


enment  .  and.  ..Roger 
Norringtan  in  Beethoven's 
Piano  Concerto  No '  1 .  in  C. 
Using  one  of  OlgaTverskaya’s 
instruments,  a  copy  of  a 
Viennese  1823  Brodmann 
fbiiepiano,  Lubimov  drew 
back  his  first  solo  entry  into  a 
limpid,  romantic  reflection. 

A  highly  stylised  and 
idiomatic  rubato  gave  sustain: 
ing  power  to  the  slbw  move^ 
ment,  and -was  an  eloquent 
partner  to  the  foil-throated 
song  of  Antony  “Pay’s  solo 
clarinet.  Under  Norrington, 
the  movement  was  nearer  an 
andante  than  a  largo,- so  the 
finale  had  to  be.no  less  than  a 
presto.  To  the  credit  of  every 
player,  it  retained  hs.scftenun- 
do  character  even  at  speed. 


The  concerto  had  been 
framed  by  Mendelssohn:  first 
a  marvellously  aquaeous  clar¬ 
inet-led  Mefusine  overture, 
then  the  Scottish  Symphony. 
Taking  scarcely  a  breath  be¬ 
tween  movements,  Norring¬ 
ton  performed  the  work  rather 
as  a  suite  of  Highland  dances. 

The1  slow  movement  made 
its  effect  by  the  plangency  of 
its  minimal  string  vibrato  arid 
the  austerity  of  its  woodwind 
chorriing.  The  -  bassoons  -ahd- 
naturai  horns  were  pushed 
excitingly,  tq  their  limits  iri.a 
finale  whose  bagpipe  boister¬ 
ousness  caused  much  amuse¬ 
ment  within  the  orchestra  and 
delight  in  the  auditorium. ' 

Hilary  Finch 


film  was  withdrawn  for  re-  . 
i  cutting  and  re-shootijng.with  a 

no-nonsense  director  of  west¬ 
erns  and  comedies.  Edward 
Sedgwick,  at  the  helm. 

-  The  filto- was  overhauled  in 
'  1929.  being  reissued  as  a  part- 
:  talkie,  '  with  singing,  and 
:  screams.  A  silent  reissue  was 
also  prepared,  and  it  is  this 
version  which  has  survived 
today  in  Ihe  best  condition  and 
forms  the  basis  for  the  “Photo¬ 
play  restoration.  Moves  are 
now  afoot  in  America  .  .to. 
.  restore  the  original  1925  re¬ 
lease,  which  only  survives 
•complete  on  16mm.  -  - 

There  are  other  Phantoms 
floating  around.  In  J993. 
shortly  before  he  died,  the 
composer  .  Roy  Budd  complea- 
.  erf  a  restoration  blessed  with  a 
succulent  score  but  cursed 
with  inferior  Images:  the  ver¬ 
sion  is  now  planned  for  issue 
cm  CD  and  video,  ftfs  obvious 
that  the  Phantom  will  haunt 
us  for  eternity. 

•The  Phantom.of  the  Opera,  with 
Cari  Davis  conducting  the  Live 
Cinema  Orchestra,  will  be  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Festival  HaH  tomor¬ 
row  at  730p  m  (0171-960 4242) 
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TERESA  BERGANZA  may 
be  nearing  the  end  of  her 
.  career,  but  one  wouldn't  hare 
known  it  from  the  recital  she 
gave  to  a  packed  Wigmore 
Hall.  Her  tone  remains  vel¬ 
vety  and  smooth,  and  the 
vocal  agility  is  still  there. 

Of  course,  the  great  Spanish 
mezzo-soprano  knows  how  to 
manage  her  voice.  She  saved 
all  the  risks  for  the  end  of  the 
evening.  In  five  generous  en¬ 
cores  she  displayed  her  cele¬ 
brated  strengths,  notably  in 
Rossini’s  Cruda  sorte!,  sung 
with  commanding  ease.  Her 
Habanera  from  Carmen  had 
-light,  laughing  seductiveness; 
-and  she  aisdosed  more  of  her 
wit  in  the  tipsy  Ah.  quel  dineri 
from  La  P&richole. 

'  The  programme  began  with 
an  account  of  Haydn's 
Arianha  a  Naxos  that  cattle' 
across  like  a  noble  operatic 
scena.  Six  Rossini  songs  came 
next  The  early  Se  il  vuol  la  ■ 
mulinara  had  simple  charm, 
the  lines  of  Addio  di  Rossini 
were  smooth  and  seamless,: 
and  the  Arietta  ,  alia  espag- 
nuala  rounded  off  the  group  -  - 
'  with  cascading  brilliance. 

After  the  interval  Berganza  . 
brought  soft  radiance  to- 
.Faure’S  Clair  de  June  and.: 
elegance  to  his  Mandolin.  She 
caught  the  heartache  in' 
Hahn’s  D'une  prison,,  and .. 
conjured  up  each  vivi3T/hage 
in  his  Poysage.  Each"  minis--  = 
-iure-jn  Falla's  Seven  Spanish 
Popular  Songs  was  strangh^ 
-characterised. -The  final  Polo" 
had  Moorish  fire,  and  irwasti- 
special  treat  to  hear  BCrgahja  ' 
sing  in  her  native  tongue,1  - vO  > 

John  Allison  ' 
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■  NEW  FILMS 


Kansas  City  offers 
jazz,  sleaze  and ; 
kidnapping,  but . 
the  codttaH  is 
not  vintage 
Robert  Altman 


■  NEW  FILMS 


. . .  whereas  the 
comedy  thriller 
Mr  Reliable 
displays  the 
cream  of  the  new 
Aussie  talent 
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■  NEW  FILMS 


David  Mamet's 
American  Buffalo 
receives  big-screen 
intensity  from  a 
cast  led  by 
Dustin  Hoffman 


■  NEW  FILMS 


. . .  while  in  The 
Sunchaser  Michael 
Cimino  turns  a 
road  movie  into 
pretentious 
social  commentary 


CINEMA:  Thejazz  rurming  through  Robert  Altman’s  Kansas  City  fails  to  lift  the  spirits,  says  Geoff  Brown 

Sour  smell  of  jam  and  corruption 


Come  on,  bays,  let’s  hear 
some  music!  So  says  Har¬ 
ry  Bela  fame’s  Seldom 
Seen,  gangster  lord  of  the 
Hey  Hey  Club,  the  Depression-era 
hotbed  of  jazz  in  Robert  Altman'S 
Kansas  City.  And  so  we  do.  Jazz 
musicians  jam  all  night,  and  lode 
homs  in  duels.  Modem  representa¬ 
tions  of  Lester  Young  and  Coleman 
Hawkins  battle  wrth  their  saxo¬ 
phones,  while  young  Charlie 
Parker  looks  on  bran  the  balcony. 
The  camera  swerves  from  player  to 
player.  Our  feet  tap.  It’S  hard  not  to 
feel  exhilarated. 

Viet  Robert  Altman’s  problematic 
new.  film,  financed  by  the  Ftench 
company  CIBY  2000,  is  for  from 
being  a  festive  salute  to  the  music 
thfc  director  knew  as  a  child  in 
Kansas  City,  his  home  town.  The  ' 
ja^E  sessions  serve  as  interludes  in  a 
sour  portrait  of  corruption,  political 
and  social:  the  American  dream 
turned  into.a  mghtmare.  The  year 
is]- 1934:  the  thro,  just  bdbre 
national  elections.  A  kidnapping  is 
in  progress. .Blondie  O’Hara,  a 
telegraph  operator  who  has  seen 
tob  -many:  Jean  Harlow  movies, 
aims  a  gun  and  captures  socialite 
Carolyn  Stilton,  the  laudanum- 
dnajaneef  wife  of  a  "Roosevelt  aide." . 
Her  goal?  The  release  of  her 
worthless  husband  Johnny,  a  two- 
bit  hood  currently  bring  tortured 
by  BeJafonte.  . 

Sounds  interesting?  Think  again.  - 
Blondie  is  played  by  Jennifer  Jason 
Leigh,  who  has  delved  into  her  bag 
of  mannerisms  to  come  up  with  a 
new  squawk  and  grimaces  galore.  . 
She  makes  the  character  tiresome; 
though  Altman’S  wayward  script, 
co-written  with '  his  Short  Cuts 
colleague  Frank  Barhydt,  scarcely 
helps  Blondie’s  mission  by  erasing 
background  details  and  rendering 
her  husband  so  colourless.  But 
there  is  some  good  news.  Blondie 
kidnaps  Miranda  Richardson,  a 
sensible  actress  fully  alert  to  the 
comic  potential  of  a  socialite 
dragged  over  town,  befuddled  by 
drugs.  Bdafonte  is  absorbing  too. 
swathing  his  gangster  in  a  dulling 
version  of  die  easy,  charm  Mice 
lavished  on  such  songs  as  Mary's  ■; 
Bay  Child. 

While  Leigh  and  Richardson 
edge  towards  friendship,  and  ja2z 
rills  spiral  into  the  smoky  air. 
Altman  fills  the  gaps  in  between 
with  mob  thuggery,  some  of  it 
perpetrated  by  Sieve  Buscemi  as  he 
pads  out  the  voters  with  cartloads 
of  drunks  and  bums.  Altman  has 
described  the  entire  film  as  imbued 
with  jazz:  the  actors,  he  says,  do 
riffs  as  much  as  the  musicians,  as 
their  talk  wanders  from  the  plot 
But  wc  associate  jazz  with  vitality: 
jam  sessions  aside,  there  is  too 
much  add  artifice  and  misanthro¬ 
py  in  Altman's  creation  for  anyone 
id  be  uplifted  for  long. 

The  film  also  looks  artificial, 
fcriod  cars  prowl  those  tidy  streets 
that  only  exist  an  a  Hollywood  set 
Inside  the  Hey  Hey  Club,  eveiyr 
thing  is  brown.  On  a  technical  level 
Stephen  Altman's  production  de¬ 
sign  may.  be  exemplary’,  but  it 
displays  neither  a  poetic  imagina¬ 
tion  nor  the  hard  edge  of  reality. 
You  never  feel  you  are  in  Kansas 
City.  You  never  fed  Robert  Altman 
was  there  other,  he  could  have 
dreamt  up  this  place  from  other 
people's  movies; 


Tiresome  kidnapper  Jennifer  Jason  Leigh  squawks  and  grimaces  while  her  victim,  Miranda  Richardson,  exploits  her  character  s  comic  potential  in  Kansas  City 


.One  of  tiie  , great  virtues  of  Mr 
Reliable  is  Its  sense  of  place  The 
time  is  1968.  The  location:  a 
nondescript  suburb  of  Sydney, 
baking  in  the  summer  heat  Wally 
Mrilish,  a  petty  criminal  just  out  of 
prison,  rents  a  house.  "Don't  worry 
about  No  5  Glenfidd  Road,”  he  tells 
the  owner,  “nothing’s  going  to 
happen  there."  Burthat  is  before  he 
fires  a  shotgun  at  police  investigat¬ 
ing  the  theft  of  crests  from  Jaguar 
cars  (he  needed  them  for  mantel¬ 
piece  ornaments). 

The  police  overreact,  and  assume 
he  is  holding  a  woman  and  child 
hostage.  The  woman  is  his  new.’ 
girlfriend  Beryl.  Suddenly  we  have 
a  siege;  and  the  area  buzzes  with 
onlookers,  the  media,  entrepre¬ 
neurs  selling  sausages,  hapless 
cops,  and  the  best  in  late  Sixties 
hair  .  and  clothing.  Meanwhile, 
Wally  and  Beryl  get  married,  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  as  best 
man.  He  later  becomes  a  hostage 
himself:  “Milk  or  sugar.  Mr  Al¬ 
len?"  Beryl  asks,  a  gun  pointing 
into  his  mouth. 

Ever  since  her  first  feature. 
Malcolm .  the  Australian  director 
Nadia  Tass  has  been  partial  to 


Kansas  City 
ABC  Shaftesbury  Ave,  15. 
115  mins 

Crime  and  corruption  plus 
lots  of  jazz  in  Robert 
Altman's  home  town 


Mr  Reliable 
Warner  West  End.  15. 1J3  mins 
Engaging  true-life  Aussie 
comedy 


whimsical  comedy  about  misfits. 
But  Mr  Reliable  is  no  scriptwriter's 
fancy:  the  bizarre  events  actually 
happened,  and  the  film  fruitfully 
feeds  off  the  protest  feelings  stirred 
by  the  Vietnam  War.  Mellish. 
played  with  ebullient  charm  by 
Colin  Friels,  becomes  a  modem 
folk  hero,  a  simple,  uneducated 
Aussie  who  makes  clowns  of  the 
hated  Establishment 
Tass  develops  the  tale  with  due 
regard  for  comedy  and  suspense, 
and  never  allows  the  characters  to 
decline  into  caricature.  The  forces 
of  law  and  order,  toe  media 
hounds,  the  prickly  neighbours:  all 


American  Buffalo 
Metro,  15,  90  mins 
Powerful  adaptation  of  David 
Mamet's  play 

The  Sunchaser 
Warner  West  End.  15, 123  mins 
Windy  Michael  Cimino  film 

Gabbeh 

ICA  Cinema.  75  mins 
Poetic  jewel  from  Iran 


have  their  place  in  Che  sun.  And 
Beryl  herself  is  a  winner,  a  spunky 
lass  determined  to  enjoy  domestic 
bliss  even  during  siege  warfare. 
Jacqueline  McKenzie's  perfor¬ 
mance,  following  toms  in  Romper 
Stomper  and  Angel  Baby,  confirms 
her  position  as  one  of  Down 
Under's  rising  stars. 

“You  tire  me  out  Walt  I  need  a 
rest"  So  do  we  after  a  dose  of 
Dustin  Hoffman  in  American  Buf¬ 
falo.  Entering  toe  film  kicking 
litter,  and  looking  immaculately 
grungy  with  stubble  and  stringy 
hair,  Hoffman's  small-time  hustler 
lets  loose  an  avalanche  of  words. 


Walt's  pal  Danny,  the  junk-shop 
owner  played  by  Dennis  Franz, 
dumps  his  own  mountain  too.  For 
this  is  David  Mamet  country. 
People  talk.  And  talk.  And  talk. 
They  talk  about  business,  loyalty 
and  friendship:  and  they  talk  dirty. 

But  what  else  would  you  expect? 
This  is  a  film  of  Mamet’s  early  play 
(1975).  and  any  opening  out  would 
weaken  its  force.  Aside  from  a  few 
street  exteriors,  we  remain  locked 
in  toe  junk-shop  overnight,  as 
Donny  and  Walt  plan  to  rob  a 
customer  who  had  bought  a  collec¬ 
tors  item,  a  buffalo-headed  nickel, 
at  too  cheap  a  price.  Donny  wants 
to  use  his  young  gofer  (Sean 
Nelson)  and  cut  him  in  on  the 
profits;  Walt  has  other  ideas,  and  is 
not  above  wrecking  the  shop  to 
make  his  point 

Michael  Corrente.  toe  director, 
has  a  definite  feeling  for  the  dingier 
kind  of  small-town  lives:  he  showed 
this  in  Federal  Hill.  But  American 
Buffalo  belongs  to  Mamet’s  script 
and  the  actors.  Hoffman  is  impres*. 
sive,  though  he  lacks  toe  dynamism 
Al  Pacino  brought  to  the  stage  roie 
in  London;  while  Franz  displays  a 
depth  scarcely  suggested  by  his  TV 


cop  roles.  As  a  cinema  experience. 
American  Buffalo  is  too  small  and 
sombre  for  unde  acceptance:  quali¬ 
ty  is  there,  though. 

If  American  Buffalo  hems  you 
in,  Michael  Cimino  is  more 
than  happy  to  show  you  wide 
open  spaces  in  The 
Sunchaser.  his  first  film  in  six 
years.  This  is  a  road  movie  with 
pretensions,  driven  by  two  charac¬ 
ters  at  loggerheads.  One  is  Woody 
Harrelson,  a  priggish  LA  docron 
the  other  is  Jon  Seda,  a  cancer- 
stricken  teenager  who  escapes  pris¬ 
on  transportation,  kidnaps  the  doc. 
and  forces  him  to  drive  to  a  Navajo 
mountain  for  spiritual  salvation. 

Cimino  means  to  turn  their 
journey  into  a  report  on  die  state  of 
toe  nation.  He  fills  the  screen  with 
clever  arrangements  of  rock,  sand 
and  Tarmac,  and  some  choice 
visual  conceits.  Note  toe  American 
flag  carefully  reflected  in  toe  car's 
smashed  side-view  mirror.  But 
Charles  Leavitt's  script  cannot  sus¬ 
tain  toe  weight  Cimino  applies:  any 
serious  ideas  arc  half-baked,  and 
cliches  multiply  as  doc  and  patient 
head  for  the  hills.  “It’s  been  real." 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


□  KANSAS  CITY 

Ben  Peters,  22:  I  found  Jennifer 
Jason  Leigh  so  annoying  in  this  1 
almost  walked  out.  She  was  ludi¬ 
crously  over- toe- top. 

Lucy  Knight,  22:  I’m  a  bi*  Robert 
Altman  fan.  but  1  found  this  a  bit  of 
a  let-down.  It  felt  a  bit  too 
contrived. 

Richard  Wright.  20:  I  don't  like 
jazz  at  all,  so  I  found  much  of  tors 
quite  dull. 

Holly  Peters.  20:  Not  my  cup  of 
tea.  It  was  unnecessarily  complicat¬ 
ed.  and  I  found  Jennifer  Jason 
Leigh  bugged  me  as  much  as  she 
did  in  Mrs  Parker. 

□  MR  RELIABLE 

Ben:  Although  not  as  funny  as 
other  recent  Australian  comedies, 
this  is  worth  a  look.  Colin  Friels  is 
excellent. 

Lucy:  Not  too  bad,  although  I 
found  toe  humour  a  bit  wearing. 
Richard:  This  didn't  split  my  sides, 
but  occasionally  made  them  ache. 
It  kept  me  gripped  as  well. 

Holly:  This  will  be  a  perfect  film  to 
rent  on  video.  I  can’t  believe 
anybody  would  fail  to  laugh. 

□  THE  SUNCHASER 

Ben:  I'm  surprised  Cimino  ihought 
he  needed  to  make  another  buddy 
movie.  Thumbs  down. 

Lucy:  Although  toe  performances 
were  good.  I  felt  that  the  film  was  a 
bit  Ughrweight. 

Richard:  I  enjoyed  this  and  even 
found  it  quite  moving.  Woody 
Harrelson  was  well  up  to  his  best. 
Holly.  I  thought  much  of  this  was  a 
bit  dull,  especially  as  !  find  films 
about  men  crying  boring. 


Seda  says  as  the  two  rake  their 
leave.  Real? 

Gabbeh  is  half-real,  half-fantas¬ 
tic.  Mohsen  Makhmalbaf.  one  of 
Iran's  liveliest  directors,  began  by- 
wanting  to  make  a  documentary’ 
about  the  carpet-weaving  tribes  of 
south-east  Iran.  But  a  story  intrud¬ 
ed,  and  the  film  took  flight, 
becoming  an  extraordinary-  visual 
experience  hatoed,  like  the  tribe’s 
clothes,  in  toe  brightest  of  colours: 
turquoise,  pink,  purple,  yellow. 

The  tribe's  brand  of  carpet, 
known  as  “gabbeh",  traditionally 
documents  their  own  experiences. 
Makhmalbaf  follows  suit,  and  the 
story  he  tells  of  a  young  woman 
kept  from  marrying  the  man  she 
loves  finds  its  way  into  the  gor¬ 
geous  carpet  woven  before  us.  Most 
Iranian  cinema  seen  in  Britain  has 
followed  toe  realist  line;  Makh¬ 
malbaf,  40  next  year,  opens  a 
window  on  to  a  poetic  tradition.  A 
schoolteacher  reaches  out  to  the  sky 
to  explain  about  colour:  his  hand 
becomes  blue.  A  single  figure 
stands  in  a  landscape  of  snow  and 
hills.  Man  and  nature,  art  and  life: 
they  aU  become  fused  in  Gabbeh.  a 
small  jewel  of  pure  cinema. 


*  JAZZ:  High  volume  dims  Marisa  Monte’s  lyrics  at  the  Barbican;  plus  Marion  Montgomery  at  Pizza  On  The  Park 


For  the  second  time  in 
less  than  a  week  a 
singer  came  unstuck 
due  to  a  woeful  sound  mix. 
What  made  Marisa  Monte’s 
Oris  Jazz  Festival  show  at  tire 
Barbican  even  more  frustrat¬ 
ing  than  Carmen  Lundy’s 
earlier  concert  was  that  so 
much  care  had  beet  lavished 
on  a  video  installation  which. 


Brief  glimpses  of  sensuality 


Co  be  honest,  added  little  to 
our  appreciation  of  the  songs. 

How  ironic,  then,  that  the 
Brazilian  vocalist's  new'  al¬ 
bum  should  be  caDed  A  Great 
Noise.  Even  allowing  for  the 


language  barrier,  it  was  a 
struggle  to  decipher  the  lyrics 
amid  the  churning  over-am¬ 
plification  of  M  mite’s  guitars- 
an  d-d  rums  backing. 

On  the  rare  occasions  when 


'STUNNING!'  'MARVELLOUS!' 


the  volume  levels  dropped,  it 
was  possible  to  appreciate 
exactly  why  this  tirelessly 
eclectic  performer  has  been 
acclaimed  as  one  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  heirs  to  Caetano  Veioso 
and  Gilberto  Gil  (a  link  that 
was  made  explicit  by  her 
borrowing  of  the  song  Panis 
er  Circensfa). . 

Following  their  example, 
Monte  borrows  heavily  from 
the  vocabulary  of  Western 
pop,  even  throwing  in  a 
graceful  cover  version  of 
George  Harrison's  Give  Me 


Love.  On  the  evidence  of  this 
performance,  though,  she 
runs  the  risk  of  allowing  the 
remorseless  four-square  rock 
beat  to  smother  her  sensuous 
heritage.  It  may  be  naive  to 
long  for  the  tone  poems  or 
Ipanema,  but  some  of  us 
prefer  nostalgia  to  the  smoke 
stacks  of  Sao  Paulo. 

That  there  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  looking  to  the 
past  was  illustrated  by  Mar¬ 
ion  Montgomery’s  urbane 
tribute  to  Johnny  Mercer  at 
Pizza  On  The  Park.  Mercer's 


lyrics  are  a  distinctive  combi¬ 
nation  of  toe  poetic  and  the 
demotic  and  Montgomery 
possesses  exactly  toe  right 
temperament  to  draw  out  the 
full  measure  of  emotion  and 
worldliness  in  Come  Rain  Or 
Come  Shine,  for  instance,  or 
Blues  In  The  Night 
Laurie  Holloway’s  trio  ar¬ 
rangements  are  models  of 
their  kind,  inventive  but  never 
intrusive.  Stripped  to  essen¬ 
tials.  Montgomery's  stark  and 
vulnerable  account  of  Days  of 
Wine  and  Roses  allowed  us  to 
ponder  the  words  as  if  hear¬ 
ing  them  for  the  very  first 
time. 

Cjlive  Davis 


FROM  WEDNESDAY  27  NOVEMBER 
THE  CHRISTMAS  SHOW  FOR  ALL  THE  FAMILY! 

>d  VV  il  OM — " - TC  4K  ■ 

f  GRIFF  RHYS  JONES^ 
T  KEVIN  McNALLY 


'Jennifer  Jason  Leigh  is  superb, 
Miranda  Richardson  is  even  better!' 
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small  worts  by  artists  both  recognised  a  M 

end  unknown  selected  Independently  fay: 

two  critics 

MarW  Gavfard,  Modem  ftwifera.  The  Spectator. 

The  LutylMmcky  Telegraph 

Wiliam  Packer,  Fnanorf  Times  Vr  ' 

two  ooHector/curators 

WiBan  Boyd,  author  and  pnvare  coNeaor 

Jonathan  Wabns,  o*uw  Serpentine  Gofcf  y 

two  artists 

Dr  Derd-  HtH,  PHA 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


■  CHOICE  1 

Alec  McCowen 
leads  The  Cherry 
Orchard  into 
the  West  End 

VENUE:  Now  in 
preview  at  the  Alhcrv 


■  CHOICE  2 

Meaty  chunks 
of  Parsifal  are 
on  Simon  Rattle's 
menu  this  evening 

VENUE:  Symphony  Hall. 
Birmingham,  tonight 


THESl 


sTIMES 


ARTS 


■  VIDEOS 

Trainspotting, 
the  most 
provocative 
British  film  of 
1995,  is  in 
the  shops 


■  RECORDS 

John  Eliot 
Gardiner  brings ; 
a  controversial  1 
authentic  touch 
to  bear  oh 
f^lpniliar  Beethoven 


LONDON 

THE  CHERRY  ORCHARD  A 

in.rrc'donn  c*u  tr, 

Porctofx  'BMw.  AN>;  P^cCava.-,--  aro 

David  IjointiiQf.  m  a  zirriu^sm  tjy 

Adft-jn  f  lob”.  OjirsJ-itiv  »:  in 

H.in^siXi^ar/ 

Albcry  S>  U<unn's  Lra  V/CC  iO  1 7  T  - 
36G  1 730,  P:-?  >~tr  tjam  rcnn^iW 
7  Jjpo  Opens  riovt-ubcr  35.  7prr. 

Tnn  biyi-Sa'  7  .ir-pm  nun  /ted  and 
So',  .'pn-' 

EAST  IS  EAST  Co-iaad-jilnn  urn 
T  jma-.'id  Tr-salic  Co  .snd  flinnnigriam 

P-.ii  ArjO  Kh.ir.  I>n  r.  paifiTilill  jnfl 

xj'jrpjr  ot  gf-inom  up  m  L  allo-i:  m 
tho  1170;  a;  Sm  voungrel  ol  iB.-ao 
n-.'n-.ii  i  >10  cWdien  ruin  CMlv.ooo  Win 
-•:  and  nndrel  England 
Royal  Court  Upstairs  at  UK 
Ambassadors  (Stage).  West  Sift-ii. 
.’.'Cl'  (0171  V»  500-J,  Op'Sil  lonigbi 
.'lim  Torrvotrciw.  7pm  Then  Mon-Sul. 

7  iSpm.  mils  Thij:T.  and  5  X  3  jOom 

NEW  MOVES  FN  AFRICAN  DANCE 
Sakoba  Dance  Theatre  c-jrionri-j  Io-ji 

•rfiDrt  nw  nr*.  ■:  t^-jTining  witn 

(Vj.-ffli-vj.  a  o^wK.diji  ;o>o  ny  Bad-? 

La.'.al  irk?  c&npjn,  ; oiirotnd  dir-»:tdr 
ft o  S-fc  J  pi-jC-?  f'JT  (Obi  livicail.  ■£ 
i  slewed  Uv  Jir*.  Jar**?  onotnei  -xto 
Pr-ii  T*--;  •'omf  jt/ Imviio.  Tli  Tn.i*. 
-.lapiirf  by  8'-:-  rnjl2  duurUb'p  d.nio=i 
T1  -Jii  1,15.1- ii  TV.  mtie 

Purcell  Ream  i  Xith  Ban- .  SE I 

10171-  -C-'ji  T  znighi  300  lOrr-dndw 
0C*o 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  daily  guide  la  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Gillian  Maxey 


ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM  Sff  S*iwn  Same 
r.2i»Jurj.  Tie  City  ol  Birmingham 
Symphony  Orchestra  n  Wa  gneCs 
prw?rlul  EiilCn.Oic  CO^d.  Pmwb 

10  *-r  I  dfid  Atl  III  .:omplol;i 
/i,n  WMlgang  ScboiM  as  £»i  iiori  is 
Elmer-;  as. Parsrtal.  floten  Lloyd 
as  'j-jnvrriTr;.  Tw  City  c?  B-mra  ng-urn 
S/mpnc-iy  Cb-aiub  and  Yotitf-  Chorus 
ind  rht-  Prnlhaimonj  Chaus 
Symphony  Hall.  61 03d  Sneei  10121  - 
212  3333i  lonignt.  7  3Com  S 

IPSWICH  PisrTsme-ii  JmsthCooi-'; 
ny.v  play.  The  Devil's  Cardinal  ibo-j' 
a  l-xal  buich*>'s  hoy  nul-jnri  gnod 
Mrcnacl  TuJijr  flames  plavt-  Thynar. 
Wo lary  —  and  nr-al  iheeM  .more 
appr  opr  i.iie  m  iiage  he.  dor y 7 
Wolaey  Cmc  Dirrt  IOU73  aJTC'&i 
OE-e.nl  i-xiighl  7  iSpm  TT>xi  Tue-Pn. 

7  J-jpm  Sal  3pm  m.vs  Wed  and  Thur 
HWj  2«).  J  ‘mi  <pm 

STRATFORD  Th-:  1996-97  wasgn  « 
iho  rrvun  li-aua?  op:-ns  «vilh  Al?- 
j-xir-r-os  and  srst-han  Redmond 
plj(-ng'  Eebednk  and  Beamca  -n  Much 


Ada  Aboul  Nolhhrg  Mro^u-a  fld.c 
diwnu.  Tam  Piper  di^igni 
Royal  Shakespeare  Theatre. 

Watei^id?iOT733  295E231.  Pre»i-awi 
t*b1-n  ioi'ii-JM  7  oOpm  Opens  M-jr  27 
7tm  .tuned  .-n  lepen-au®  !>,  Tie  Wcw> 
IV- .e; «  HVWMV  IS  D-:-:..rrh-;i  £ 

YORK  Phoenix  Dance  rc'.uir.i  r^r--e 
Id  p.; rl.-.rm  a  siCTvJlat'ng  icpert-MC  THj 
-xtrr& m,  ol  ■  5n  -s  Ji-r-i  IS  ye.v: 
si  DTy(iiri«.ian-;<-  aX  VVhiW  P'>s;  Penou 
a  miiin  rredio  piOCu  si:  10  Vr.-iMi  c 
Ohce  C  ancoit.j  (io  1  Eve  r-  Reft-.-tfian 
by  -S’  Dioograoher  Pameie  L  JChnwi 
«vas  m;p«ed  sy  m-a  Ku-'PAiro  oj  Ho-ln 
.vhiie  Ccr.  srng  ijouna.  i r,  Arwnoai 
-ihoie>gi“iphei'L-  Stmpno  and  Sr.im  is 

an  ojrcolv:  uQjlQCJUor  of  Inend  :hip 
Theatre  Royal.  S'  Leinare'i  PI>cd 
(CH9W  WiSfiai  Tomght-Sar.  6pm 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Alan  Crtartea  C’n.-d  Ho-dmev  '0  ■  71  - 
459  1860  Anthony  cTOhay  Taiuo 
Miyajtma  Liza  May  PosttOT?1-4!W 
4b30i  British  Museum  FJysiene! -cf 

Aroon\  Cbw  iOT7i^K  ISS^i 
Currren  H  -Ol-JWf  P»j:  Jur-DAires 

RecenlW-Dni!OI7lJi3£  1<59i 

Festival  Halt  UasrS 'M  (0171-900 
42421  National  Theatre  Di^3  :- 
10171-92820351  Redtom  Leon 
IJn.l-svr>:d  and  hi;  P.ip-U  iQT 71-714 
17321  RoyalAcademyrrorr 
U-inlM|MI)Rcn>'4  •0ir!.*:-3  7J33- 
Tom  Blau  Op-jfi  E rri:<l.  ixvucrl  lr;m 
inno  -bamempDrary  photographer? 
(0171-378  liKl] 


■  ART  All  .•jii  Firusey  TomCoune.na/ 
and  h'on  SidiI  in  an  err/fpl-on-iF,1 
ir:«3;hn^  -Jarna  330-7.  Inc-vlVxp. 
-.inssol-eri  ixjca Brier;  ar,j  or  ij-t-o;!  a'l- 
:*  le  tcpvx-  lAinher.'  Warch-j-j  O-i-xId 
WyiHfimm's.  Clart-rj  Cms  R-3  VT2 
Ifti7i-3n9  I73fci  Tuo-Sai.  Sp-m  riari 
Wee.  3cm.  Sal  anc  Sbn.  iflm 

□  CYRANO  DE  BERGERAC  T-jm 
Minr-10  plays  ho  cose  '/.eh  m?  cor.i  -n 
Commuhicad-D  s  coletx  aie-3  podijraDn 

V/ ■jen-i  Mulgri/r 

AlmeMa  Wmei-aa  Svwi  NH017I-J99 
4-li.U-  Mon-S.11  7  30pm.  rrvil  Sa'  ?crr- 

Q  DEATH  OF  A  SALESMAN  Akin 
Airnsifong  plays  Bio  hollow  man 
ddudtd  by  slogans  in  a  compoioni 
P!OdLCT-Dn  o!  Milloi's  dram-j 
National  iLynekon).  South  Bani-.  SE1 
(01 71 -*28  22521  Torjghi-Vfed  7  15om 
mats  Sat  and  Wed  2  IScm  Im-jp 

■  HAMLET  !Acha-;l  Maiorwy  a 
prC-lC-undT/  mceUuo-^i  Pm->.  ir.  Phjirp 
FisM-s's  m-a-iem  dress  produenon 
Greenwich.  Croons  Hill  SElO  <0181 
8SS  7755)  fjion  Sai.  7  45pm.  mi  Sal. 

2  JOom  Uhrt  Hcvemh.Br  30 

■  THE  HERBAL  BED  Pr-a  Wwian's 
iivHhnQ  e*pi-Driiior  artjund  a  inra 
in-aden;  m  the  hie  ol  Shs-aspeare's 
da-jqhie/  Moral  attnudes  questwm&d. 
ly.^  tested  Michael  Ar.enbo/ough 
diocis  a  splendid  cast. 

Pit.  Barbican  Cera-e.  EC  £  |01 71-638 
8891 1  Todiy.  2pm  and  7  15pm  In  rep 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  showing  in  London 

■  House  full,  returns  only 
O  Some  seats  available 
□  Seats  at  Ml  prices 


□  LAUGHTER  ON  THE  23 RD 
FLOOR  Me«i  F-nvo'-'c  ftjnny  account  ol 
■.■.v-n-.mg  among  a  ream  ol  ?oro!v.nisix 
ten  come>lian  S<d  C-aotar  tvic-  m  the 
IWh  Ciere'iWder  plays  Sid 
Oueen's  Shafiosoury  A.enije,  Wl 
1-3171-494  50401  Mon- Sal.  flpm.  mat3 
Wed  2  30pm.  Sal  4pm 

□  OLD  WICKED  SONGS  &* 

Ho  J  ns  nehrmi  :o  tnt,  ?rage  ig  pkr/ 1 
v-ennese  muuc  proiesror  teachmo 
Srhumann  to  an  enogsii  yo-xig  piamat 
( James  C-aiki)  Eli)*  Moshinoky  -Sirecrs 
Jon  Mjr  jns  c  ptay.  Mid  10  bo  humoroua. 
poignant  and  'Ar>e 
Gielgud  ShaKcjpay  A-rerxje  Wl 
(0I7I-494  5385)  Men-Sa.  730pirc 
ma:o  Tue.  2  30pn-.  and  SaL  4pm 

IQ  SCROOGE  Anthony  Hewi>y  beck 
on  -he  W«i  End  stage  saig-ng  the  aue 
role  in  Iho  leoJje  Bncusoe  musreal 
Dominion.  Tohenhnm  Cowl  Read.  Wl 
(0l7Mij6229Sl  Mon -Sal.  7 30pm. 
nwi  Tftuii.  Sa:.  3&t» 


□  SHAKESPEARE  FOR  MY 
FATHER  L'.nn  R-xJgrav?  uie-3 

Shake&peant  to  -Bustfare  her  ciw-y; 

lot  her  Lamer  Sv  f/chaei 

Theatre  Royal  Haymart-e!  I  -C-s  7 1  - 

930  880RI  Mon-Sat.  Com  maijTn-or? 

ihd  Sll  3pm  S 

□  WHEN  WE  ARE  MARRIED  Dc.;-: 
French  AlFyjo  SlNdrrun  and  Lee 
McH.em  haad  me  cay  o(  Jude  hjoBy'; 
prodbCDon  o!  me  Pneitey  c.'oraecr 
Savoy.  Snand  Y/C2  -Ci::i.ft?6  8863; 
Tuc-Sat.  7  30pm.  m  hl  Wed.  5lt  3p-r. 

B  WHO’S  AFRAID  OF  VIRGINIA 
WOOLF?  D-ana  Pgg  and  Da.idSconel 
m  H-owrud  Oav-:s  :  poviertul  Alnvj-oa 
prwloonon  of  Albeo'i  taring  play 
Aldwych  AJd.VyCh  WC2  <0171-416 
6033)  Mon-SaL  7  15pm  mats  Wed  ard 
Sal.  2  15pm 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers  Phoenu  -•3I7T-369 

I733i  B  Cats  New L-orrtor. .017- • 
4i350072|  □  Jotson  ViSona 

PdMce  <0171-834  i3l“i  BLes 
MIsAra tries  Palace  (01 71-434  0909) 

D  Miss  Saigon  Dn.ryLme(3T7l4>: 
540-3 1  ■  The  Phantom  oilhe 

Opera  Her  Maieo-y'i  <OI7l  J94  5J03: 
E  Sunset  Boulevard  Adfc*pr>l0l71- 
744  0055 1  .  □  Tommy  Shd!i«tur. 
iOt  71-379  5B99)  □  The  Woman  bn 

Black  Fonijno  ['3171-836  2238. 

TiCi-ei  -nlwmsi-on  suppfed  by  Sooety 
ol  London  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 

THE  DAY  THE  SUN  TURNED  COLD 

1 12)  Soeilbmdmg  Hong  Hong  drama 
aboul  la-mi,  -.xJur-o.’.  s->3ct  love  and 
mwder.  vei  n  Chna'S  nchtwa-it. 
CuT2on  Phoenix  iO '■?  1-369  1721) 

♦  THE  FIRST  WIVES  CLUB -PG) 
Br&ad  comedy  aboul  nengelui 
Manhattan  -wr.wi  with  lunrypait  i-m 
D-ane  i-  eaion  Bone-  M-dFa  and  Go'd-e 
Ha.vn  Onoaur  Hugh  tf/Haon 
Barbican  ® -0 17 1 438  889  i  I 
Ctophom  Picture  Home  (01 71 498 
332  3l  Empire  ©  (0990  882990) 
Orleans:  Kensington  >01425  914*^61 
Swiss  Cottage  101426  914098) 
Phoenhr  (0131  -363  2233-  Rtay  rOtTl- 
737  21 2 1 1  Screony  Baker  Street  1 0 1 7 1  ■ 
■»?5  27/2-,  uci  Whiteleys  £)  (0390 
S6W1O)  Virgins:  Fultum  Road  (Ol 71  - 
37C-  jFGOi  Trocodero  ®  (01 71  -434 
9-321- 

♦  THE  ISLAND  OF  DR  MOREAU 

C2-  P«f*-5<k/  ptar-r.-wiyadaptaaonoi 
hg  Y.cSi  i'av?  -.■rh  Marlon  Bw-dp 
Vsi  7  -lmer  and  Da»-d  Tncwiio 
Empire  ®  -C990  696  '390)  Odeonx 
Kenstnglon  -0 1 J26  9 1 4666-  Swiss 
Cottage  01426  91 4-399 ,  Ptaxalg 
•W»  868*35}  UCI  WWtetoys  S  iU>93 
9833901  Virgins:  Fulham  Road  <0 1 7 !  - 
3792626-  Trecadere  <51714j4  6021, 
TRUE  BLUE  -16-  G-vi::;  «F<v  S3 
Is?  R w  Tiwna*.  -<  :o-;^'i:«;ra; 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geott  Brown's  assessment  of 
Rims  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


ac-wum  o.’ me  raarnmanv  among 
O«toii  ib->a  n:;  warn  Wteh  J-Dhar- 
Leysa  -  and  C-onw-x:  Wos! 

Odeon  Leicester  Square  -9 1426 
9156821 

CURRENT 

e  BRASSED  OFF  <I5i  Toii-slve 
earner,  band  iry  sur.-yai  Sugary 
remedy  -.vim  a  :evy  drop--,  o'  i.negai 
1WJ1  Pefc  P?siie«T.\aii«.  Tim  Fi-raeivo 
£/.  it.  Mr  ie-JT-  D-'M}'  Mai*  Herman 
ABC  Trmenham  Coi-1  Rood  !0i7l 
82661461  Empire  :CdW>383  9Hi  MGM 
Baker  Street  191 71-925  9772: 

Odeonsr  Kensington  iQ  1426-9 (4  666- 
Swiss  Cottage -Ol  71-586  60>»iRitqr 
:0:7T-73!7  J12I|  UCI  WhlMeys£| 
10998  825yj0)  Virgins:  Fulham  Road 
<n ;  7 :  •  370  >36f-  Haymortwt  ■  1 7 : -3J? 
1527, 

THE  EIGHTH  DAY  ("ol  HyisMd 

;  ;  -jti  v.  -  ij  -  j-  -  cd  b.  a  Oc  v  ; 

5 rme  'Jtar 


Cssapporntw-I  irom  Jacb  Van 
D-aimaei  With  Darnel  Auteu-t 
Barbican  IQI71-6G888S-1)  Cheteoa 
10171-251  3742)  Curaon  West  End 
(01 71-  369 1 722i  Odeons:  Kensington 
(0U25-914  666)  Swiss  Cottage  rOTVS- 
530  3-35  7|  Watermans  lOI  8 1  -566 
1176) 

♦  THE  FAN  1181  Psychotic  baseball 
tan  R-Jbert  De  N«o  vjkvi  h»3  doi. 

Wcsioy  Srqxo.  Wcanwme  and  empr,- 
late  tiomdireCDf  Terr,  Scat: 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road -0 1 7 1 - 
6366148-  Odoons:  Kensington  c''426 
9146661  MezzmiineiSiO’^^'KtJi 
Swiss  Cottage  1 01  *26  914096)  Plaza 
(6  1099-3  33899-).'  UCI  Whiteleys  £ 
!Cr?9Q  833990; 

♦  THE  NUTTY  PROFESSOR ;  '2: 

V-jlga;  iwDrt-mg  ol  mo  oW  Jw.  Lv.v'. 
Mm  y/rlh  Edd-e  Murphy  t;  ’tv  rrc<4 
prdejoor  <mo  a-ii.V;  a  vt^r  ar.= t 

Odeon  Kensington  iO!426‘?iJ66-d- 
Plaza  £  •  099-3  885990.  UCI  Whiteleys 
£  W#  B38990I  Virgin  Trocadero  £ 

-0i7i-i?4  -»}’) 

THE  PILLOW  BOOK  •  l8i  *1::  _n*-q 
Ptlfr 1  jioor-i.-.  v,  Mr-.  .V-m 
6  a  in  Msjrej-ar 

Clapiiam  Picture  House  .C!7‘4ja 
23;2rGate  5"l  727  4-34.;  Lumlere 

M3iri.5;6-»9i-Rltty'':t7).7J7;-^:. 

Screen  on  the  H«1  ")i  '1-435 
Virgin  Chelsea  :-ji  ”1-252  SOW . 


Getting  high  on  the  low  road 


<  Riulf 


NEW  ON  VIDEO 


■  TRAINSPOTTING 

PolyCram.  IS.  1995 
THIS  abrasive  look  ar  junkie  life, 
adapted  from  Irvine  Welsh’s  novel  by 
die  Shallow  Grave  team,  and  the  most 
attention-grabbing  British  film  re¬ 
leased  this  year,  can  now  be  yours  to 
own  in  a  special  boxed  set.  Contents 
include  a  widescreen  copy  of  the  film, 
footage  of  eight  cut  scenes,  interviews 
with  participants,  and  several  silly 
trinkets  (sunglasses,  lighter). 

■  THE  CONFESSIONAL 

Artificial  Eye.  15.  1995 
THEATRE’  wizard  Robert  Lepage 
makes  a  spectacular  cinema  debut 
with  this  seductive  drama  partly- 
inspired  by  Hitchcock's  visit  to  Quebec 
to  film  /  Confess  in  1952.  Identity,  truth, 
fact  versus  fiction,  dashing  cultures: 
the  themes  are  complex,  but  Lepage's 
exuberant  handling  of  his  new  medi¬ 
um  brines  constant  surprises  and  joys. 
With  Lothaire  Bluteau  as  the  man  who 
returns  From  China  to  Quebec  and  gets 
sucked  imo  a  quest  for  his  adopted 
brother's  father. 

■  DENISE  CALLS  UP 
Artificial  Eye.  15.  1995 
LIGHTWEIGHT-  appealing  lifestyle 
cumedy  from  new  American  director 
Hal  Salw’en.  aboul  a  group  of  New 
York  workaholics  whose  soda)  lives 
take  place  entirely  through  telecom¬ 
munications.  They  converse  by  phone, 
by  fax,  by  laptop,  and  never  meet  face 


to  face.  The  material  is  stretched  too 
thin,  but  an  agreeable;  largely  unfa¬ 
miliar  casL  and  SaJwen'S  gift  for 
mordant  one-liners  all  help  to  create  a 
film  that  tickles  the  brain  and  pleases 
the  eye. 

■  KANSAS  CITY  -  JAZZ  34 
Wienerwortd.  E.  1996 

ROBERT  ALTMAN'S  55-minute  video 
companion  to  his  new  film  Kansas  City 
(see  review,  page  57)  expands  on  the 
jazz  sessions  that  provide  much  period 
flavour  to  this  kidnapping  drama  set  in 
the  director's  birthplace.  Contempo¬ 
rary  musidans  recreate  the  sounds  of 
the  1930s.  when  Count  Basie.  Duke 
Ellington.  Lester  Young  and  others 
made  the  dty  a  jazz  mecca.  The  music’s 
vitality  is  considerable,  but  dnema 
buffs  may  grow  tired  of  the  restricted 
colour  palette  (brown)  and  the  camera 
lurching  from  player  to  player  in  the 
smoky  ambience  of  the  Hey  Hey  Club. 

■  MR  HOLLAND'S  OPUS 
PolyCram.  PG,  1995 
WELL-MEANING,  sentimental  piffle 
about  a  high-school  music  teacher's  30- 
vear  career,  set  in  an  idealised  small¬ 
town  world  that  has  no  place  for  drugs 
or  violence,  loves  to  watch  a  marching 
band,  and  knows  what  the  word  opus 
means.  Richard  Dreyfuss  attacks  his. 
part  with  enough  gusto  to  earn  him  a 
Best  Actor  Oscar  nomination,  but  you 
cannot  construct  a  solid  character  from 
soap  bubbles.  The  director  is  Stephen 
Herek.  Available  to  rent 


GEO  FF  BROWN  Trainspotting  was  the  most  attention-grabbing  British  film  of  1995 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDS:  Finishing  Schubert;  energetic  Emperor;  Rossini’s  Bulgarian  mezzo 


CHAMBER 


Hilary  Finch 


■  SCHUBERT 
Quartettsatz.etc 
Alleari  Quartet 
Naim  CD0I2**  £ 14.99 
NOT  everyone  would  agree 
with  Professor  Brian  New- 
bould  that  Schubert's  ineomp- 
lerion  of  the  early,  exploratory 
C  minor  Quartet  (now  known 
as  the  Quartettsarz)  was  a 
tragedy:  indeed,  one  could 
argue  that  the  “unfinished” 
element  in  Schubert's  oeuvre 
is  a  revealing  and  essential 
pan  nf  the  composer’s  own 
makeup.  Nevertheless,  no¬ 
body  could  fairly  take  issue 
with  the  morivation  behind 
the  professor's  completion  of 
Schubert's  second-movement 
fragment. 

Most  quartets  play  only  the 
complete,  opening  Allegro  as¬ 
set:  Newbould's  completion 
does  an  as  an  incentive  to  the 
performance  of  the  sweet, 
steady,  triple-metre  song 
which  follows.  And  when 
Schubert's  opening  bars  the 
wrote  only  37)  return  towards 
the  end  of  Newbould's  own 


six-minutes'  worth,  the  delight 
is  redoubled. 

As  for  his  own  invention: 
there  is.  perhaps,  too  much  se¬ 
quential  development,  but  the 
distribution  of  parts  and  the 
modulations  are  sensitively 
handled.  Haydn's  Op  33 
Quartet  in  C  and  Ravel's 
Quartet  in  F,  in  perceptive 
performances,  are  the  gentle 
soulmates  on  this  thoughtfully 
programmed  disc. 


ORCHESTRAL 


Barry  Millington 

M BEETHOVEN 
Piano  Concerto  No  5; 

Choral  Fantasy 
Levin  /Orchestra 
Revolufionnaire  et 
Romamique/ Gardiner 
Archiv  447  77/-J**-*  £ 12.99 
ONCE  you  have  recovered 
from  the  initial  shock  of 
hearing  the  cascading  arpeg¬ 
gios  oF  the  Emperor  Concerto 
given  out  on  a  delicate 
fortepiano  instead  of  a  sono¬ 
rous  concert  grand,  there  are 
no  insuperable  barriers  to  the 
enjoyment  of  this  period-in¬ 
strument  version  of  a  war- 


horse.  Indeed,  as  Robert  Levin  ' 
points  out  in  his  interesting 
booklet  note,  the  sense  of 
struggle  for  a  fortepiano. 
against  orchestral  forces  is  all 
the  more  titanic.  What  Levin 
and  John  .Eliot  Gardiner 
project  so  strongly .  in  this 
account  are  energy  in  the 
phrasing  and  a  powerful  for¬ 
ward  thrust,  rather  than  the 
traditional  expansive,  majestic 
qualities  of  the  score. 

Yet  their  reading  allows  for . 
passages  of  mystery  and  rumi¬ 
nation  between  the  main  tutti 
statements,  and  Levin  even 
manages  to  conjure  ah  impro¬ 
visatory  air  at  such  moments. 
Improvisation  is  very  much 
Levin’s  forte,  so  to  speak,  and 
listeners  wishing  to  recapture 
something  of  the  atmosphere 
of  the  first  performance  of  the 
Choral  Fantasy,  when  Beetho¬ 
ven  himself  improvised  the 
opening  solo,  can  programme 
two  alternative  versions  by 
Levin  to  precede  the  main 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  The  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345-023  498 


work.  Orchestral  and  choral 
forces  make  a  spirited  contri¬ 
bution  to  a  convincing  perfor¬ 
mance  under  Gardiner.. 


•  John  Higgins 
■  ROSSINI 

Tancrafi- 

•  Mei  /  Kasarova /Vargas/ 
Munich  Radio  Orchestra/ 
R.Abbado  .  .  . ' 

RCA  09026  68349-2 
(3  CDs)***  £4399 
ROSSINI'S  first  major  serious 
opera.  Tancredi  is-also-the 
first  big  opera  recording  for 
the  young  Bulgarian  rrtezzb, 
Veselina  Kasarova,  Composer 
and  singer  go  marvellously 
well  together. 

-  -Marilyn  Home  long  ruled 
the  stage  as  the  Syracusan 
warrior  who  fbughl  off  the 
Saracens  a  thousand  years 
ago.  With  this  set  Kasarova 
announces  that  she  too  can 
wear  the  Rossini  an  trousers  — 
or  rather  armour  —  that 
Home  occupied  so  sturdily. 
Kasarova  never  allows  her 
voice  to  bL-  n.  but  injects  a 
masculine  ring  to  it,  espedaliy 


In  the  lower  register,  and 
carries  enormous  flexibility 
throughout  her  considerable 
range.  She  can  handle  the  big 
numbers,  of  which  Tancredi 
gets  more  than  his  fair  share, 

'  and  she  is  mellifluous  in  her 
duets  with  Amenaide,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sicilian  high  society. 

In  this  role  Eva  Mei  shows 
that  she  too  can  handle  Rossi¬ 
ni  sweetly.  Ramon  Vargas 
sounds  impossibly  young  as 
her  father,  but  he  alio  carries 
the  style  and  the  top  notes  for 
the  piece.  Robert  Abbado  con¬ 
ducts  the  Munich  Radio  Or¬ 
chestra  with  true  Italianate 
■jfeeL  whether  sighing  jyith  the 

young  lovers  dr  marching, off  v 
to  war  against  the  evij  foe. .  y- 

The  21-year-old  Rossini 
turned  the  happy  ending  of  the ; 
Venice  premiere  into,  a  tragic 
one  when  the  opera  was 
restaged  _in„Fterrara,_  RCA's  . 
excellent  set  am  tains  both, 
although  this  means  running 
to  a  Surd  CD.  Those  looking 
for  a  shorter  and  cheaper 
version  can  turn  to  Axos.-also 
veiy  recommendable. 

*  Worth  hearing  ~ 

**  Worth  considering  ' 
Worth  buying 
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epicDfe  ;  if 
Soldaten  receives 
a  heroic  new:  • 

•  stagingat  •  - 
(he  Coliseum  . 


■  THEATRE! 

The  Lyceum 
reopens  with  the 
lavish  biblical 
banalities  of 
Jesus  Christ 
Superstar 


THE^^TIMES 

ARTS 


■  THEATRE  2 

. . .  while  The 

Bellevue,  Odon 
von  Horvath’s 

? 

first  play. 

proves  to  be 
blisteringly  funny 

OPERA:  Rodney  Milnes  onENO’s  triumphant  production  of  an  ‘unstageable’  masterpiece 


art 


Zpnmenmim's  opera  erf  1965  Theonh 
«  said  to  be  the  most  •  overwht 
important  German  opera  theatre 
since  Berg’s  Lulu,  and  if  •  warmly 

importance  is  to  be  judged  by  sheer  danger  i 
size,  then  it  most  certainly  is  —  or  mobile  i 
was.  until  Herne  capped  it  with  We  her  se» 
Come  to  the  River.  Several  British  status, 
productions  have  been  planned. and  .  turning 
then  shelved  because  of  the  "forces  with  an 
involved  —  an  orchestra  of  more  "  There 
than  100.  three  film  screens,  dec-  .  worry  a 
ironies,  enormous  cast,  dancers,  mance:  ■ 
scttjrs  and  split  stage-areas,  quite  visceral 
apart  from  months  of  expensive  -surprise 
..rehearsal  -  the  note 

'r.  English  National  Opera  has  final-  the  preh 
ly  done  it,  a  heroic  act 
.'-of  defiance  at  a  time  .  “ 

■I1  when  belts  are  being  T>se  Snldaten 
..tightened  all  round  i^lC  SOlOaien 

land  most  companies  Coliseum 

^  are  planning  long  - 1 - 1 - - 

■  iruns  of  Tosco.  Arid  they  have  made  '  musical, 
•  -:a  huge  success  of  it  Tuesdays  first  tremdy 
7  .night  was  the  sort  .of  company  telling  i 
■  triumph  reminiscent  of  its  War  arid  guitar.  1 
/peace  "and  Lady  Macbeth  of  vided  si 
.  jjigtsensk,  demonstrating  .  dearly  lines,  ar 
*'  v/hat  ENO  is  all  about  and  why  we  exploitin 
■;  need  it.  paM,  ha 

There  are  many  surprises,  not  v  -If  the 
least  the  piece  hseif.  Lenrt  autobio-  hero,  ft 
graphical  play  of  1776,  on  whidi  Howard 
Zmimermarm's  libretto  is  dosdy  the  imu 
■based,  is  not  so  much  about  the  darily. 
brutal  and  licentious  soldiery  of  the  "  subtle  ti 
title  as  about  dass;  the  soldiers  who  care  wit 
degrade  and  destroy  Marie,  the  taking  e 
middle-class  protagonist,  are  all  most  oft 
officers.  The  influence  on  Schiller’s  And  ti 
“bourgeois  tragedy”  Kabale  und  role  of  IV 
Liebe  of  30  years  later  (even  later  to  on  papej 


The  only  problem  about  this  piece  of 
ovEarwhdmfiigly  powerful  -music-, 
theatre  is  that  Marie  is  none  too 
warmly,  characterised:  there  is  a 
danger  of  her  seeming  an  upwarefly- 
mobile  airhead  on  the  make,  using 
her  sexual  attraction  to  better  her 
status,  and  of  the  opera'  itself.- 
turning  into  Madama  Butterfly  but 
with  an  unsympathetic  heroine.  . 

There  :  is  little  opportunity  '  to 
worry  about  this  during  a  perfor¬ 
mance:  you  are  swept  along  by  the 
visceral  power  of  the  music.  Again, 
surprises.  Soldaten  is  reputed  to  be  - 
the  noisiest  opera  ever  written,  and 
the  prelude  —  shrieking  woodwind 

_ _ _  and  grinding  brass 

over  insistent  dram  , 
[daten.  beats  —  is  certainly  a 

musical  vision  of  hdh 
;um  But  most  of  the-writ- 

— ~~ — —  ing  is  of  chamber-  . 

musical,  filigree  delicacy  arid  ex¬ 
tremely  seductive,  with  especially 
telling  use  of  saxophone,  electric 
guitar,  bells  and  extravagantly  di¬ 
vided  strings;  the  Bergian  vocal 
lines,  angular  and  with  wide  leaps 
exploiting  the  extremes  of  the  cam- 
pass,  have  a  beauty  all  their  own. 

-  If  the  production  has.  a  tingle 
hero,  ft  is  the  conductor  Elgar 
Hcrwarfh.  He  and  the  orchestra  lay 
the  music  out  with  the  utmost 
darily.  relishing  its  colours  and 
subtle  timbres,  and  take  constant 
care  with  balance  so  that  a  cast 
taking  equal  care  with  diction  get 
most  of  the  words  across. 

And  the  cast  sings  superbly-  The 
rede  of  Marie  looks  quite  impossible 
on  paper  but.  in  a  stunning  British 


DONALD  COOPER 


become  Verdi's  Luisa  Miller)  and  "  operatic  debut.  Lisa  Saffer  not  only 


Uniformly  superb:  from  left,  around  table,  Nicholas  Fohvefl  (Major  Mary),  Roberto  Salvatori  (StoLzius),  David  Barrel!  (Major  Haudy) 


Buchner's  Wcyzeck  of  IS37  is 
palpable. 

Zimmermarm  repays  the  compli¬ 
ment  his  soore  is-  an  extended 
homage  to  Berg’s  Wozzeck  —  short 
scenes  based  crn  dosed  musical 
forms  (chaconne,  toccata  and  so  on). 


makes  ligh  t  of  the  technical  difficul¬ 
ties  but  ensures  that  every  single  bar 
emerges  as  music.  Jon  Garrison,  in 
the  Emkerton  role  of  Desportes,  is 
equally  musical,  lyrical  and  un¬ 
strained.  There  are  impressive  per¬ 
formances  from  Roberto  Salvatori 


in  the  Lenz  role  of  Marie's  faithful 
swain.  Christopher  GiUett  as  an 
officer  who  thinks,  and  Marie  Angel 
as  the  Countess  who  tries  to  take  the 
girl  under  her  wing  —  the  nearest 
we  get  to  a  sympathetic  character. 

Soldaten  was  deemed 


“unperformable”  by  its  commission¬ 
ers  in  1960,  and  even  as  revised  four 
years  later  remains  a  formidable 
challenge.  The  director.  David  Free¬ 
man,  has  rightly  gone  for  simplicity 
in  SaDy  Jacobs’s  helpful  permanent 
set.  and  could  perhaps  have  gone 


further:  the  films  and  soldier-extras 
marching  about  —  not  very  well  — 
add  little  of  substance.  But  the 
action  is  presented  with  unsparing 
darily  (a  couple  of  nasty  rapes),  even 
the  famous  three  scenes  played 
simultaneously,  in  the  event  no 


more  adventurous  than  similar 
devices  in  Boheme  and  Rigoletto. 
Indeed,  in  many  ways  Soldaten  is  a 
surprisingly  conventional  opera  — 
nothing  wrong  with  that  —  and 
rivetingly  well  performed.  Definite¬ 
ly  not  to  be  missed. 


THEATRE:  Jesus  Taises  the  Lyceum  from  the  dead  but  the  spirit  is  ailing;  plus  posthumous  vindication  for  a  neglected  playwright 


Moaning  Messiah;  Joanna  Ampil  and  Steve  Bal.sa.mo 


YES,  if  is  grear  to  see  the 
Lyceum  bade  in  creative  busi¬ 
ness  after  an  absence  of  sev¬ 
eral  generations.  Why.  then, 
did  last  night's  performance  of 
Jesus  Christ  Superstar  not 
send  me  out  shaken,  moved, 
stunned,  exhilarated,  or  some¬ 
thing  comparably  strong? 
Where  the  Jewish  rabble 
chants  “hey-sanna,  ho-sanna", 
1  would,  I  fear,  substitute  a 
carping  "hobum-sanna". 

Maybe  a  perverse  nostalgia 
is  to  blame.  Behind  the  hefty 
portico  that  still  looms  over 
Wellington  Street.  Henry  Ir¬ 
ving  played  the  great  Shake¬ 
spearean  roles.  Yet  the 
Lyceum  that  has  been  expen¬ 
sively  reborn  on  the  same  site 
is  a  garish  bam,  and  the 
reopening  show  is  not  exactly 
Hamlet  or  Lear. 

Let  me  admit  that  Superstar 
is  not  my  favourite  musical.  I 
would  recommend  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber's  lush,  dark 
Sunset  Boulevard  or  jokey, 
unpretentious  By  Jeeves  to 
anybody;  bur  the  pop-opera  he 
and  Tim  Rice  concoded  in  the 
late  1960s  exudes  more 
showbiz  noise  than  plain 
truth.  The  composer  and  li¬ 
brettist  might  be  answering 


Lame  resurrection 


the  Beatles’  claim  to  be  more 
famous  than  Christ  by  creat¬ 
ing  a  Christ  who  was  a  greater 
celeb  even  than  the  Beatles. 

Steve  Balsamo’slong,  taper¬ 
ing  Jesus  is  typically  said  to  be 
“bigger  than  John  when  hedid 
his  baptism  thing”;  but  John 
when  he  did  his  Lennon  thing 
was  a  master  of  wisdom  and 
warmth  beside  him.  He  seems 
to  dislike  the  sick  (“heal  your¬ 


selves")  and  to  resent  disciples 
he  thinks  do  not  love  him 
enough.  The  Last  Supper 
opens  nastily  and  soon  turns 
nastier.  “I  must  be  mad  think¬ 
ing  I'U  be  remembered.” 
whinges  the  Superstar.  "Look 
at  your  blank  faces.  My  name 
will  mean  nothing  after  I’m 
dead.”  Though  Balsamo  sings 
nicely  and  brings  what  sensi¬ 
tivity  he  can  to  the  role,  it 


European  disunity 


inspiration 


ALMOST  as  exciting  as  dis¬ 
covering  an  excellent  new 
play  is  the  rediscovery  of  an 
excellent  old  one.  Here  is 
Odon  von  Horvftth’s  first 
play,  completed  in  1926. 
pushed  intoa  drawer  and  not 
produced,  even  in  his  home 

country  (Aus-  _ 

tria)  until  1969. 

30  years  after  The  B 

his  untimely 

death.  In  Paris  Lync 

to  escape  the  uamn 

Nazis,  he  shel-  ™ ITm 

tered  under  a 

tree  during  a  thunderstorm 

and  was  killed  by  a  falling 

branch. 

In  his  hotel  room  were 
found  the  notes  for  a  new 
novel.  Adieu  Europe,  a  title 
that  neatly  expresses  the  feel¬ 
ings  that  energise  all  his 
work.  In  The  Bellevue,  an 
outdated  map  of  Europe 
hangs  on  the  wall  of  the 
bankrupt  hotel  and  Nick 
Philippou's  production  for 
Actors  Touring  Company 
emphasises  the  point  by 
hanging  it  permanently 
askew. 

The  wit  is  not  only  wintry 
but  blisteringly  funny,  expos¬ 
ing  the  unremitting  greed  of 
its  characters  by  giving  than 
preposterously  selfish,  self- 
exculpating  dialogue.  Ada,  a 
crumbling  aristocrat,  is  the 


Hie  Bellevue 

Lyric  Studio, 
Hammersmith 


hotel’s  only  paying  guest,  and 
when  the  sweet-natured 
Christine  arrives,  hoping  to 
many  the  manager  who  has 
fathered  her  child,  the  staff 
gang  up  on  the  girl  and  in  a 
nightmarish  sequence  all  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  enjoyed  her 
_  favours.  She 

then  reveals 
ilevue  that  her  wish  is 

to  save  the  hotel 

tudlO,  with  money 

JSd-JS 

tance,  where¬ 
upon  the  men  reverse  then- 
behaviour  and  struggle  to 
propose  marriage. 

Kenneth  McLeish  provides 
a  marvellously  speakable 
translation,  and  Philippou 
has  done  the  author  proud 
with  the  zest  of  his  produc¬ 
tion.  As  the  raddled,  grimly 
powdered  countess.  Ann  Fir- 
bank  is  a  haunting  image  of  a 
woman,  perhaps  the  image  of 
a  whole  continent,  long  in  the 
tooth  but  longing  for  former 
joys.  Several  characters,  in¬ 
cluding  John  Dicks’s  sinister- 
ly  funny  gambler,  hint  at  the 
Nazi  future  ahead,  and  there 
is  an  exceptionally  dever  per¬ 
formance  by  Christopher 
Staines  as  a  louche,  monkey- 
faced  waiter.  Recommended. 


remains  hard  to  care  for  this 
self-pitying  egomaniac.  Still, 
who  expects  a  West  End 
musical  to  be  theologically 
sound?  Thanks  to  Lloyd 
Webber’s  ebullient  music  and 
Gale  Edwards's  energetic  di¬ 
rection.  the  evening  at  least 
holds  the  attention. 

John  Napier's  set  is  terrific, 
tiers  of  brick  arches  that  rise 
towards  a  stony  Calvary  and 
stretch  out  towards  rough 
timber  walkways  running  into 
the  auditorium.  Throngs  swirl 
in  rowdy  joy  or  rage.  The  hall 
and  lame  slide  from  the  brick¬ 
work  like  huddled,  grey  mag¬ 
gots.  The  temple  genuinely 
looks  like  a  den  of  thieves. 

Visually,  this  is  Superstar 
with  a  sprinkling  of  Les  Mis. 
Edwards’s  production  is 
earthier  and  less  slick  than  the 
one  that  first  hit  London,  and 


the  actors  seem  punchier  than 
their  predecessors.  Zubin 
Varla's  puritanical  Judas 
would  be  planting  bombs  on 
planes  these  days.  A  stricken 
David  Burt  almost  makes  you 
feel  sorry  for  Pilate;  Nick 
Holder's  gaudy  Herod  puts 
plenty  of  venom  into  taunts 
such  as  "prove  ro  me  you're  no 
fool,  walk  across  my  swim¬ 
ming  pool”;  Joanna  Ampil  as 
tire  groupie  Magdalene  sings 
the  lovely  Everything's  Alright 
with  plenty  of  sweetness. 

Much  is  righr.  yet  much  is 
wrong.  When  the  crowds 
launched  into  the  title  song, 
why  could  I  not  forget  my 
children’s  parody:  "Georgie 
Best,  supersrar,  walks  like  a 
woman  and  wears  a  bra"? 
There  is  something  about  the 
Lyceum’s  reopening  1  cannot 
take  seriously. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

•  This  review  appeared  in  some 
editions  of  The  Times  yesterday 


■  TOMORROW 

A  new  CD  from 
the  anonymous 
one,  and  all  the 
other  top  pop 
releases,  reviewed 
by  David  Sinclair 

Printed 
on  the 
air 

BOOKS  are  a  staple  resource 
of  radio.  Late  Book,  Book  at 
Bedtime  and  the  Woman's 
Hour  serial  are  the  more 
prominent  audio  outlets  for 
the  written  word.  And  for  an 
author  to  get  one  of  these  slots, 
while  not  quite  amounting  to  a 
telephone  call  from  Holly¬ 
wood.  is  a  considerable  leg- up. 

There  are  essentially  four 
ways  in  which  radio  can 
utiGse  a  book.  Serialisation  in 
one  of  ihe  slots  mentioned 
above,  or  in  the  S.40am  Mon¬ 
day  slot  on  Radio  4.  is  the  first. 
Next  comes  the  book  as  a  basis 
for  discussion:  the  most  presti¬ 
gious  outlet  in  this  category  is 
Stan  the  Week,  although  to  be 
mauled  by  Melvyn  Bragg  is 
not  necessarily  the  fastest  way 
to  the  bestsellers. 

The  third  manifestation  is 
the  book  as  news  item.  The 
best  example  of  late  has  in¬ 
volved  the  Duchess  of  York, 
who  turned  up  in  the  famed 


“ten  past  eight"  slot  on  Today 
(Radio  4).  to  be  interviewed  by 
Sue  MacGregor.  This  time  of 
the  morning  is  normally  re¬ 
served  for  politician-mauling 
and  the  interview  typically 
lasts  well  under  ten  minutes. 
This  one  took  nearly  20. 

Lest  we  were  in  any  doubt 
as  to  whose  agenda  was  being 
served,  the  duchess  halted  any 
interesting  line  of  inquiry  by 
announcing:  “That's  nor  in  the 
book".  This  was  a  classic  case 
of  a  respectable  current 
affairs  medium  being  hijacked 
for  publicity  purposes. 

But  the  fourth  and  mosT 
entertaining  example  of  book- 
to-radio  transference  this 
week  came  in  Death  Discs 
(Radio  Z  Tuesday),  a  pro¬ 
gramme  both  nauseating  and 
riveting.  The  programme  was 
based  on  a  book,  also  called 
Death  Discs,  which  carries 
the  sublime  subtitle  Ashes  to 
Smashes:  An  Account  of  Fa¬ 
tality  in  the  Popular  Song. 

The  author,  Alan  Clayson. 
has  a  chirpy  style  that  is  as 
right  for  the  book  as  it  was  for 
the  radio,  whidi  focused 
heavily  on  the  golden  era  of 
death  discs  between  the  mid- 
1950s  and  the  mid-1960s. 

But  Clayson  also  played  the 
first  death  disc.  Stanley 
Kirkby's  Don’t  Go  Down  The 
Mine.  Dad  (1910).  a  far  more 
pithy  piece  of  work  than  the 
cloying  records  which  marked 
the  genre  during  the  rock  era. 
from  which  the  most  noted 
example  is  the  truly  awful  Teli 
Laura  l  Love  Her. 

Death  Discs  will  not  haw 
been  to  every  taste,  but  it 
served  to  illustrate  that  books 
can  make  splendid  radio 
when  the  book  is  used  imagi¬ 
natively  as  a  research  source. 

Peter  Barnard 
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'ALBALLET 


Roy  Strong  recalls  the  vision  of  a  choreographer  whose  effervescent  spirit  infused  his  work 


I  first  met  Sir  Frederick  Ash¬ 
ton  at  the  close  of  the  1960s  at 
a  party  given  by  the  young 
Duffcrins.  As  he  sat  with  his 
head  en  profile,  tilted  as  though  he 
were  an  Edwardian  dowager.  I 
suggested  to  David  Hockney  that 
he  ought  to  draw  him  for  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  of 
which  I  was  then  Director.  He  did. 
but  the  then  Trustees  didn’t  regard 
him  as  important  enough  so  I 
arranged  for  its  purchase  by  Ann 
Fleming. 

In  a  way  this  is  a  cameo  of 
establishment  attirudes  to  the  bal- 
let  even  at  that  late  date.  The  idea 
that  Ashton  would  end  up  a 
knight,  an  OM  and  be  accorded  a 
memorial  service  in  Westminster 
Abbey  was  still  a  long  way  off.  And 
yet  within  his  domain  he  was  a 
genius.  Egotistical,  lazy,  selfish, 
capricious,  stingy,  bitchy  and 
wickedly  witty.  Ashton  adored  the 
grand  life.  He  was  a  major  prop  of 
the  beau  mande.  revelling  in  the 
friendship  of  duchesses  and  his 
adored  Queen  Mother,  fully  living 
up  to  Diana  Cooper's  adage: 


A  dance  to  the 
music  of  his  soul 


“Homosexuals  make  the  best 

courtiers."  For  there  always  lurked 
behind  the  facade  that  hidden  life, 
one  driven  on  by  a  relentless 
sexual  drive  (which  also  included  a 
brief  heterosexual  phase)  which 
went  on  almost  to  the  end. 

This  was  Ashton  the  pursuer, 
haunted  by  a  succession  of  beauti¬ 
ful  young  men  whom  he  chose  and 
got.  or  yearned  for  so  ardently  that 
he  would  put  pen  to  paper  in 
almost  hauntingly  poignant  love 
letters.  On  the  whole  he  was  lucky, 
for  only  the  venal  and  violent 
Marty  Thomas  cast  a  shadow  at 
the  end.  The  rest  —  the  “widows" 
as  they  were  called  —  remained 
loyal  even  after  all  passion  was 
spent. 


SECRET  MUSES 
The  Life  of 
Frederick  Ashton 
By  Julie  Kavanagh 
Faber.  £25 
ISBN 0571  143520 


What  Julie  Kavanagh  reveals  in 
her  superb  book  is  that  in  a  sense 
each  ballet  was  biography.  For 
Natalia  Petrovna  and  the  tutor  in 
A  Month  in  the  Country  read  the 
ageing  Ashton  pining  for  the 
beautiful  Thomas.  That  side  is 
unashamedly  laid  bare  in  this 
meticulously  researched  and 
documented  account  but  his  cre¬ 


ations  rose  above  that  not  only 
because  of  their  choreographic 
invention  but  because  they  were 
emanations  of  an  inteUect 
Ashton's  greatest  work  came 
after  1939,  the  war  precipitating  a 
catharsis  during  which  he  educat¬ 
ed  himself.  Beneath  all  the  man¬ 
nered  affectation  and  campery 
there  lurked  a  man  who  was  well 
read  in  everything  from  toe  Span¬ 
ish  mystics  to  Proust  and  who  was 
fascinated  by  toe  geometry  of 
Euclid.  That  certainly  sets  him 
apart  from  his  successors,  but  it 
also  explains  that  ability  to  articu¬ 
late  toe  human  condition  through 
dance  which  pervades  all  rus 
greatest  creations  from  Symphon¬ 
ic  Variations  onwards. 


In  Ashton  too  there  was  that 
paradox  of  a  period  shared  by 
Beaton,  Britten  and  others  which 
swung  between  Modernism  and 
an  insular  romanticism,  between 
succumbing  to  toe  exhilaration  of 
the  new  tempered  by  elegies  for  a 
lost  aristocratic  culture. 

This- book  will  not  rally  be  a 
compulsive  read  for  balletomanes, 
but  also  for  its  portrait  of  the  world 
from  which  our  present  Royal 
Ballet  sprang,  one  of  between-tne- 
wars  high  Bohemia.  It  is  in  fact  the 
company’s  inner  history  and 
ought  to  be  compulsory  reading 
for  all  of  them.  Unlike  Balanchine, 
Ashton  never  taught  dass  or  was 
accorded  a  foundation  to  perpetu¬ 
ate  his  work.  Recent  revivals  of  his 
ballets  have  revealed  how  quickly 
his  subtleties  can  slip  over  into 
caricature  and  how  some  pieces 
already  appear  antiquated.  Per¬ 
haps  while  the  Opera  House  is 
dosed  someone  will  give  thought 
as  to  which  of  his  works  should  be 
preserved  and  also  how.  Ashton 
may  not  be  toe  English  Petipa  but 
he  is  certainly  our 


Kumakawa  as  Puck  in  Ashton’s  The  Dream,  in  a  1994  production 


Delightful  concoctions 


BfflDGEMAN 


Not  so  bad 
as  you 


More  than  the  literary  equivalent  of  spoonsful  of  jam  —  preparing  a  feast  in  the  days  before  the  sterility  of  the  supermarket  72te  Butcher's  Shop  by  Frans  Snyders  (1579-1657) 


SATURDAY  BOOKS  IN  THE  DIRECTORY 

Sarah  Bradford  plunges  into  the  debate 
surrounding  the  Duchess  of  York 


EXCLUSIVE  OFFER  THE  TIMES 


A  FREE 

RETURN  TICKET 
ON  EUROSTAR 


If  you  have  collected  18  differently  numbered  tokens 
from  The  Times  and  three  differently  numbered  . . 
tokens  from  The  Sunday  Times  you  can  now  apply, 
for  your  free  Eurostar  ticket  voucher.  A  final  appli¬ 
cation  form  wQl  be  published  on  Saturday.  You  can 
use  the  same  form  to  get  a  free  16-page  brochure  of 
hotels  where  special  discounts  have  been  arranged 
You  need  three  more  tokens  from  The  Times  for  the 
brochure.  A  token  and  more  details  are  on  page  43. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  Monday. 
December  9, 1996.  Within  21  days  you  will  receive  a 
free  ticket  voucher  from.Eurostar  with  an  informa¬ 
tion  pack  with  full  details  of  how  to  book. 

For  queries  about  your  Eurostar  infonnation 
pack,  call  01293  527  222  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm, 

Sat  10am-4pm.  Please  note  this  is  not  a  general 
information  or  booking  line.  _ 
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EUROSTAR  TOKEN 


CHANGING  TIMES 


Food  has  become  so  fash¬ 
ionable.  in  certain  mi¬ 
lieux.  that  it  is  some¬ 
thing  you're  seen  with  rather 
than  eat.  Anorexia  chic  de¬ 
mands  that  fashion  victims 
who.  lasr  year,  were  still 
serving  up  grilled  peppers  and 
polenta,  now  toy  with  ostrich 
steaks  and  roast"  their  veg. 

Foreign  fund  still  represents, 
contradictorily  perhaps,  glam¬ 
our.  sex,  authenticity  and  exot¬ 
icism  to  anyone  brought  up  on 
toe  kind  of  bad  English  cook¬ 
ing  we  are  supposed  to  believe 
has  vanished  thanks  to  the 
relentless  proselytising  of  the 
galloping  gourmets. 

Perhaps,  in  an  age  of  sexual 
anxiety,  food  fantasies  arc 
safe.  Cookery  hooks  have  long 
been  known  to  provide  the 
blissful  frisson  that  pom  does 
not  always  deliver.  But  aren't 
there  enough  anthologies  on 
food  around  already? 

Where  Paul  Levy,  in  The 
Penguin  Book  of  Food  and 
Drink  (Penguin.  £20:  ISBN  0 
67085  206  X|  remarks  austere¬ 
ly  that  there  is  "no  excuse  for 
producing  yet  another  book 
that  is  the  literary  equivalent 
of  spoonsful  of  jam".  Jo2n 


Smith  in  Hungry  for  You: 
From  Cannibalism  to  Seduc¬ 
tion  (Charto  &  Windus.  £17.99; 
ISBN  0  7011  6217  II  is  permis¬ 
sive.  unashamed  to  pick  out 
her  favourite  plums. 

Her  compilation  is  original 
in  tvro  ways  She  prefaces  each 
sermon  of  extracts  with  a  lively 
essay  of  her  own.  and  she 
tickles  r.o:  just  palates  but  also 
consciences  bv  serving  up 
lashings  of  nasties:  starvation, 
torture  and  cannibalism. 

Here  is  a  sociological  and 
cultural  account,  beginning 
with  hunger  pangs  and  end¬ 
ing  with  the  pleasures  of 
satiere.  Smith  is  the  head-chef 
who  designs  the  menu  but  lets 
the  sous-chefs  shine.  She  does 
allow  herself  some  enjoyable 
boasting  about  her  learned 
“impetuous  openness  towards 
unfamiliar  dishes  such  as 
sweetbreads  in  Burgundy,  vir¬ 
ulently  hot  chicken  jalfrad  in 
Dhaka,  raw  reindeer  tongues 
stuffed  with  sour  cream  in 
Stockholm,  brain  fritters  in 
Damascus."  Her  conversion 
experience  involved  Italian 
cookery  books:  “1  learned  how¬ 
to  roast  garlic  and  sun-diy  my 
own  tomatoes;  1  ate  polenta  on 


the  shores  of  Lake  Garda, 
black  pasta  in  Sardinia  and 
ribollita  in  Certalda" 

Joan  Smith  sounds,  here, 
just  like  Loretta,  the  heroine  of 
her  detective  novels,  who. 
unlike  other  feminist  sleuths 
who  pride  themselves  on 
being  unable  to  distinguish 
their  farcies  from  their 
arborio.  always  knows  what 
side  her  ciabana  is  buttered 
on.  Smith  is  caustic  in  her 
Obsession  section,  on  diet  as 
symptom  not  solution rwhat  a 
relief  to  encounter  Murid 
Spark.  Duke  Ellington.  Carol 
Shields.  Brillat-Savarin.  and 
many  other  experts  on  gourm- 
andise.  That  old  favourite. 
Becky  Sharp  mi  sta  kingly  gob¬ 
bling  chillis,  is  here.  Nothing 
by  Colerte,  which  is  a  pity. 

Where  Smith  really 
scores  is  in  her  early 
chapters.  rubbing 
our  noses  in  poverty,  pain, 
desperate  hunger  and  the 
desperate  remedy  of  eating 
other  people.  Some  of  these 
accounts  fill  the  reader  with 
nausea  and  disgust-  Others 
compel  compassion. 

Paul  Levy,  in  toe  opening 


sentence  of  his  introduction  to 
the  Penguin  anthology,  boldly 
lays  his  trump  recipe  cards  on 
the  kitchen  table,  declaring 
that  “although  this  volume 
can  be  seen  as  an  attempt  to 
establish  toe  canon  of  a  subject 
that  has  yet  to  achieve  recogni¬ 
tion.  if  is  also  3  completely 
personal  choice  of  writing 
about  food  and  drink.” 

Levy  serves  up  big  chunks  of 
prose,  long  enough  to  convince 
and  satisfy  as  well  as  titillate. 
He  distinguishes  between 
how-to  advice  and  recipes,  and 
reading  about  food  and  drink 
as  a  leisure  activity  enjoyed  by 
people  who  like  to  eat  and 
fantasise  about  eating  but 
don't  necessarily  cook. 

He  includes  a  lea  of  pieces 
from  authors  practising  in  the 
New-  World,  from  S.J.  Pferel- 
man  to  M.  F.  K.  Fisher,  and  in 
his  second  section,  on  the  Old 
World,  quotes  generously 
from  beloved  experts  like 
Edouard  de  Formane,  Nor- 
mad  Douglas.  Jane  Grigson 
and  Elizabeth  David.  These 
two  books  compliment  each 
other  like  fish  ana  chips-  \ 

Michele  Roberts 


“f  I  Ihe  world  was  full  of 
9  omens  of  its  own  de- 
X  structian.  New 
plagues  swept  -  across  the 
globe  people  died  in  agony, 
some  shrivelled  to  skeletons, 
same  pouring  Wood  and  fluids 
from  every  orifice.  Children 
began  to  wheeze  and  choke  on 
toe  very  air  they  breathed.  A 
heart  of  a  pig  was  found  to 
beat  in  the  body  of  a  man. 
There  were  floods  where  there 
had  been  droughts  and 
drought  where  there  had  been 
water.  And  iti  a  city  in  toe  west 
a  woman  who  had  lain  as  if 
dead  for  many  months:  was 
found  to  be  with  child.” 

So  begins  the  first  chapter  of 
The  Age  .  of  Anxiety ;  a  deter¬ 
mined  effort  to  make  toe  turn 
of  this  miUemiiurn  sound  as 
flesh-creeping  as  that  of  the 
last.  But  try  instead  this  alter¬ 
native  view  of  the  Western 
world  today:  "Peace  descended: 
upon  a  continent  that  had 
been  racked  by  war  for  centu¬ 
ries.  Nations  that  were  ene¬ 
mies  became  friends  .and 
terrible  weapons  of- destruc¬ 
tion  were  -  •  themselves  de¬ 
stroyed.  Women  no :  longer 
died  in  childbirth;  their  babies 
arid  children  were  spared  too. 
Many  were  blessed  with- fertil¬ 
ity  who  Would  before  have  led 
barren  lives.  More  people 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  learning 
and  their  grandparents  lived 
to  a  hitherto  undrcamed-of 
age.  Like  the  very  birds  of  foe . 
air,  humans  flew  to  distant 
continents  "and  brought  back 
tales  of  magical  beauty."  -  - 

All  right,  I  admit  it.  I  wrote 
that  version.  But  h  seems  just 
as  valid  an  assessment  of 
Western  life  today.  But  it 
would  not  suit  a  publisher 
who  had  hit  upon  the  idea 
that,  as  the  year  2000  ap¬ 
proaches.  we  are  all  again  in 
the  grip  erf  mflleriarian  angst. 

Mary  Midgley,  in  her  essay 
on  the  en  vironment  is  the  only 
writer  to  admit  that;  “I  don't 
think  there  has  ever  been,  in 
my  time,  any  shortage  of 
worry."  For  her  generation, 
toe  biggest  terror  —  that  of 
war  —  has  been  lifted.  But  if 
anxiety  is  always  with  us,  is  it 
really  any  worse  now?  - 

Fear  of  crime  has  surely 
increased.  But  the  acts  that 
most  shock  us.  such  as  the 
Bulger  killing  or  foe  West 
murders,  are  horrifying  pre¬ 
cisely  because  they  are  so 
unusual.  Linda  Gram,  m  an 
excellent  essay  on  violence, 
writes.  The  even,  more  ghast¬ 
ly  truth  about  these  two.  cases 
is  not  that  they  are  symptoms 
of  social  breakdown  but  that 
they  occurred  where  both  com¬ 
munity  and  family  .was  still 
intact.*  The  same  was  true  of 


MaxyAim 

Sieghart 


James  Bulger,  killed  in  19& 


GEORGE  is  having  an  affair 
in  clandestine  iairs  with  a 
married  woman  old  enough  to 
be  his  mother.  They  ma&c  of 
fresco  love  in  some  Metro! and 
suburb  like  Amersham. 
whose  commuters  suppose  it 
to  be  proper  country.  Then 
George  discovers  a  hoard  of 
Kalashnikovs.  Semtex  and 
something  even  nastier  in 
their  indoor  love-lair.  And  toe 
third  volume  of  John  Baylsy's 
trilogy  of  domestic  thrillers  is 
off  down  its  roller-coaster  of 
secrets.  lies  and  surprises. 

This  is  a  mixed  genre,  after 
Domford  Yates,  that  Profes¬ 
sor  Baylcy  has  invented.  The 
thriller  element  is  played  by 
foe  IRA.  KGB  and  the  British 
spooks,  who  have  been 
privatised  by  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War.  They  now  operate 
(as  they  probably  always  did) 
for  the  continued  employment 
and  profit  of  their  operatives. 
A  key  secret  is  discovered  by 
the  underling  in  the  Moscow 
KGB  whose  duty  is  to  trawl 
through  The  Times  every 
morning.  The  domestic  com¬ 
edy  is  contributed  by  the  ill- 
starred  lovers.  Making  a  mess 


Little 

Grey 

men 

Philip  Howard 

GEORGE’S  LAIR 

By  John  Bayky 
Duckworth.  £15.99 
ISBN' 07156 2747  3 


cf  things,  particularly  his  life, 
is  what  George  is  good  at  And 
faith  unfaitofol  keeps  Martha, 
his  improbable  mother-lover, 
falsely  true.  The  crusty  de¬ 
mentis  supplied  by  the  author 
through  his  puptwts.  He  has 
witty  digs  at  the  vulgarity  of 
television  chat  and  game 
shows,  misquotation  or  poetry, 
and  modem  catchphrases 
such  as  “ongoing"  and  "para¬ 
digm”.  “Crust}’"  itself  could 
have  been  one  of  them.  To 


anybody  under  30  this  now 
means  smelling  of  old  socks. 
And  what  a  'bore  sex  has 
become  nowadays  to  the  au¬ 
thorial  voice.  Alw  ays  an  view. 
Like  sticking  a  BMW  in  a 
garage  and  leaving  the  door 
open. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  a  fair 
amount  of  sex  of  all  persua¬ 
sions.  described  with  wit  that 
is  not  prurient  and  an  old 
man's  interest  in  foe 
krrickeriess.  The  Grey  broth¬ 
ers  (there  are  three,  of  them), 
conspirators  and  fantasists, 
get  some  of  their  just  desserts. 
The  gentle  and  toe  innocent 
Ret  not  quite  a  happy  ending, 
but  resolution  and  a  step 
forward  in  the  game  of  life. 
There  is  an  explosion  and  the 
ghastliest  Christmas  family 
house  part}-  that  has  been  held 
anywhere,  even  Bourne  End. 

The  light  story  is  witty,  well 
written  and  exciting,  with 
frequent  chicanes  and  shocks. 
The  good  guys  and  girls  end 
up  living  foe  son  of  lives 
everyone  thinks  they  ought  to 
be  living  all  alon^.  It  is  funny, 
surprising,  touching  —  and  a 
little  sad. 


- 


IT  IS  owing  to  ntiribrtune 
rather  than  misfudgment  that 
the  denouement'  of  Sin 
Hustvedrs  seccridumttl  rails1 
to  translate  across  the  Pond, 
depending,  as  it  dots.  on 
words  •'Dahl'’  aitf .  "dofi" 
sounding  foe  same,  Tf  this, 
climax  sounds  fragifa*  then  toe 
story  enveloping  Jt  is  equally 

^The  Enchantment  of  fify 
Dahl  is  one  of  those  American 
novels  whose  view  of  the 
world  appears  to:  haw  been 

manufactured;  ^  diluting 

with  foe  author's  sensibility 
the  boiled-down  residue  of 
American  culture.  Set  th  some 
vague  era.'  fa  a-  Wpcrily 
daustrophobic.  small ^ 

the  novel  is  'sptah  -  for  foe 
choice  of  to  acnotfong  to 
which  it  wfll  proceed:  wittit  be 
foe  soap  opera.' wnnits  ltrrutea 
but  urKrring  stock  of  loca¬ 
tions.  or  the  sultry  violence  of 
the  ^Irti  nmrtTtexiBastorg 

narwwmfadedness 
Street,  or  tor  dark  underbelly 


Rachel  Cnsfc 


THE 

ENCHANTMENT 
’  OF  LILY  DAHL 

{.  BySiri  Husfredt  • 
. -Sceptre.  £12  ; 
ISBN  054068235  3 


of  the  focal  rag?  Or  win  it  be 
all  of  these,  worn  with  -  the 
slight  -  self-consciousness 
which  Signals  that'  sane 
broad-brush  criticism  of  foe 
above  isundwway? 

The  novel  opens  with  Lily 
Drill,  a'  young,  beautiful  'and 
dever^  girt,  woridwg  as  a 
waitress  at  foe  diner  down¬ 
stairs.  spying  from  her  apart¬ 
ment  on  a  dark,  handsome 
stranger, .  who  has.  taken  up 
residence  -  in  a.  hotel  room 
acros  s  foe  street-.  Jify  seduces 
the  stranger,  a  34-year-old 
New  York  ,  Jew  whft  toasting 

registered  J&mfefe&Js  feft'fo 
his  moody  smoking  and  paint- 


spells 

ing  while  lily  goes  off  1 
endure  her  rite  ofpassa@ 
Naturally  enough,  tjtisfi 
volves  men  of  the  more 
vanety.  whn  spin  a  worl 
^bofmtrigueuponiheci 
of  Lay's  womanhood  out 
{"^sh  quantities  ofsmall  to 
hokum  and  hocus  pocus.T 
locripram.  Soc.  manages 
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.  stSforngs  txrur,  the  New  Yi 
painty  is  besmirched  v 
towgossip  which  sha 
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todanons  and  makes 
*****  8116  is  tfoing  & 
heJJ?  herself  alone. 
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the  Dunblane  massacre, 
which  took  place  in  the  dose^ 
knit  community  that  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  panacea  to  our 

•  social  ills.  .  ... 

Crime  is  worse,  but  only 
compared  with  the  golden  age 
of  toe  1950s  and  1960s.  a 
.  uniquely  peaceful  period  in  a 
’  thousand  years  of  almost  per- 
manent  anxiety  about  vios 
lence.  And  Aids  too,  as  Oscar 
Moore  reminds  us  in  a '  poi¬ 
gnant  posthumous  essay,  is  no 
more  than  a  return  to  foe 
relatively  recant  days,  just  two 

•  generations  ago,  when  s&i 
meant  danger.  Even  fa  foe 

j.  1950s  and  1960s,  people  had 
otheir  foihgs- tb  Wonry  about’ 
,  nudear  annihilation,  stifliilg 
y-  social  conventions  and  stultify¬ 
ing  lives.  ■ 

pst  of  our  genuirufor 
new’  anxieties  foe 
summed  •  up  in 
-  Geoff  MutgatiS  essay  on  tech¬ 
nology  and  jobs.  Those  of  lis 
aged  between  30  and  60  were 
educated  without  computers 
and  brought  up  to  believe  that 
oar  careers  would  be  linear1 
and  secure.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  we  feel  ill-equipped  for 
change.  But  we  can  learn  fog 
new  .ways,  and  our  children 
will  have  been  bom  to  them, 
so  they  wffl  be  fine. 

If  you,  like  me.  are  a  natural 
optimist,  read  this  book  arid 
you  will  enjoy  taking  issue 
with  almost  every  daira,  or 
finding  a  countervailing  rea¬ 
son  to  be  happy  to  match  each 
counsel  of  despair.  You  might 
even  find  yourself  whistling, 
as  I  did.  Always  Look  on  the 
Bright  Side* 
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never  left  Heaven 


-  Peter  Ackroyd^  celebrates  the 
visionary  thread  that  connects  the 
^worlds  of  Blake  and  Burroughs  ; 


is  so  necessary 
‘  /  »  I  _  since  it  espouses  t 
\  •  I  MA  J  J-  Ah  earn  descrit 

Udll  fraditi 

lyptic  writing,  o 

you 

f  *L'  ,  to*  *e 

>  tnmliS 


The  oldest  literature  in 
the  world  is  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  vision;  yet  it  is, 
in  our  time,  the  one 
/east  studied.  The  newest  liter¬ 
ature  in  the  world '  is  /the 
literature  of  vision;  ygt,  caught 
between  the  academic  shibbo¬ 
leths  of  social  realism  and 
Modernism,  lor  Post-Mod  ern- 
®n),  it  is  still  the  least  under¬ 
stood.  There  has  in  fact  been  a 

change  in  thehot-house  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  our  fin-desiicfe. 
when  omens  and  auguries 
have  become  common  plane, 
but  true  visionary  writers  axe 
still  likely  to  be  neglected 
when  not  actively  ridiculed. 
That  is  why  a  book  of  this  kind 
is  so  necessary,  especially 
since  it  espouses  what  Edward 
describes  as  “a  very 
tradition  of  apoca- 
writing,  only  partially 
recognised  try  scholars  and 
critics” 

Professor  Aheam  dates  this 
visionary  tradition  from  the 
time  of  the  French  Revolution, 
but  tite  provenance  may  be 
questioned.  The  authors  of 
the  Plowman  and  The 
's  Progress  precede 
that  event  for 

example,  and  a- - 

pocalyptic  writ¬ 
ings  were  as 
prevalent  in  the 
mid-16th  as  in 
the  mid-18th  cen¬ 
tury.  This  books 
central  concern 
also  with 


is 
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French  literature 
but  as  the 
names  of  Lang- 

land  and  of  Bun- _ _ 

yan  may  sug¬ 
gest  the  same  congregation  of 
forces  is  to  be  found  within 
English  writing. 

It  is  not  of  course  a  popular 
subject  among  modern  Eng¬ 
lish  novelists,  primarily 
because  they  have  nothing 
much  to  say  about  it,  while  the 
broadly  secular  or  Protestant 
conscience  of  academic  lit 
.  cril”  has  characteristically 
been  unable  to  account  for  a 
.  persistent  tradition  which,  as 
Aheam  shrewdly  notes,  can 
turn  into  “burlesque”  or  “sat- 
.  ire",  “displacement"  or  "mag- 
:  nifi cation". 

.  There  may  be  something 
particularly  unsettling,  at  toast 
for  literary  purists,  in  the 
yrperiroentation .  of  novelists 
tke  Andr6  Breton  or  William 
Burroughs  who  have.no  par¬ 
ticular  attachment  to  the  form 
or  "seriousness"  of  tire  novel 
itself.  But  the  novel  is  a  recent 
invention,  established  in  the 
•  context  of  a  public  and  com¬ 
munal  world  which  many 
visionaries  consider  to  be  an 
ill-favoured  delusion.  It  mighr 
.  be  then  construed  as  issuing 
1  from  what  Blake  called  the 
mundane  shelL  Thai  is  why 
the  species  erf  writing  is  always 
less  important  titan  the  vision 
which  sustains  ft. 

But  the  writers  described  in 
this  book  are  by  no  means 
vague  idealists  or  nebulous 
.  visionaries;  they  .were,  on  the 
whole,  eminently  practical 
men  who  simply  believed  that 
the  structure  of  the  world  was 
being  misunderstood.  Swe¬ 
denborg  was  an  engineer  and 
Novalis  a  student  of  geology, 
while  the  ill-fated  lautrea- 
mont  travelled  to  Paris  m 
order  toennrf  at  the  College  of 
Mining.  There  has  always 
been  a  ,  tradition  connecting 
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earth  science  with  mysticism, 
culminating  in  a  phrase  that. 
Professor  Aheam  uses  in  the 
Context  of  Novalig  —  "rnrners 
are  astrokigers.in  reverse". 

;  Visionary  Fictions  is  essen¬ 
tially  a  collection ‘-of  short 
critical  essays  with  an  under¬ 
lying  theme  but,  as  a  result,  ii 
provides  ah  excellent  introduc¬ 
tion  to  one  of  the  most  perptox-. 
ing  of  aH  literary  subjects.  The 
essay  oft  Novalis  is  instructive 
in  that  respect,  since.it  places 
him  within  the  context  of  late- 
18th-century  German  ■  ideal¬ 
ism.  In  that  Newtonian  age  of 
commerce  and .  burgeoning 
industrialisation,  -Novalis  had 
a  vision  of  the  world  that 
encompassed  medieval  fairy¬ 
tale.  spiritual  geology  and  a 
farm  of  magical  pre-history. 

His  was  an  attempt  at 
syncretic  or  total  knowledge, 
that  holy  grail  pursued  by 
18th-century  enthusiasts;  but, 
for  the" visionary  writers  of  the 
period,  it  was  also  an  attempt 
to  discover  sources  of  power 
other  than  those  technological 
and  material  ones  which  they 
witnessed  all  around  them. 
That  is  also  why  many  of  them 
emphasised  the 
- —  destructive  fea¬ 
tures  of  sexual 
repression;  the 
risen,  or  reno¬ 
vated.  human 
body  might  oth¬ 
erwise  become 
the  source  of  di¬ 
vine  energy. 

:  Of  course  the 
general  reaction 
to  the  writers 
who  have  propa- 
ar  em¬ 


ployed  such  beliefs  is  to  de¬ 
nounce  them  as  eccentric  or 
mad;  any  writer  possessed  of  a 
certain  kind  of  energy  or 
exuberance,  in  pursuit  of  an 
imaginative  vision,  is  likely  to 
be  considered  partly  or  wholly 
insane.  Blake  suffered  for  his 
visions,  but  remained  intact: 
in  some  sense  he  is  the  • 
presiding  genius  of  this  book. 
Gerard  de  Nerval,  a  French 
Chazterton.  hanged  himsdf. 
Lautreamoot  died  mysterious¬ 
ly  at  the  age  of  24.  It  is  as  if 
they  wished  only  to  leave  the 
world  which  refused  to  counte¬ 
nance  them. 


Vision  that  issues  forth  from  the  mundane  shell:  William  Blake’s  apocalyptic  Death  on  a  Pale  Horse;  circa  1800 


From  beyond 
the  grave 


For  two  weeks  after  my 
father  died.  I  watched 
the  past  like  a  vulture. 
Reason  argued  against  a  letter 
arriving  from  him.  but  grief 
fuelled  the  hope  that  he'd 
posted  a  final  missive  to  me 
before  he  had  died  and  that 
something  could  arrive  from 
the  far  side  of  silence.  What  1 
was  hoping,  of  course,  was 
that  the  voice  1  loved  all  my  life 
hadn't  been  stilled.  The  basic 
fulfilment  of  such  an  unprom¬ 
ising  hope  is,  I  believe,  what 
unconsciously  thrills  us  when 
a  book  by  on  author  whose 
work  we  have  cherished  is 
published  posthumously. 

Now  Hamish  Hamilton 
publishes  two  books  by  the 
Nobel  laureate  Joseph  Brod¬ 
sky,  who  died  in  January  this 
year.  The  first  and  slimmer  of 
the  two.  So  Forth,  is  a  volume 
of  poetry  either  written  in 
English  or  translated  by 
Brodsky  himself  from  his  first 
language.  Russian.  The  sec¬ 
ond.  On  Grief  and  Reason,  is 
a  collection  of  21  essays,  illumi¬ 
nations,  exhortations,  cate¬ 
chisms  —  varying  forms  of 
speed  bail  spiels  in  the  inimita¬ 
ble  Brodsky  style  which  made 
him  such  an  electrifying  pres¬ 
ence  in  both  his  public  and 
private  spheres.  Among  the 
many  rewards  of  these  books 
is  the  bolt  of  emotional  light¬ 
ning.  reading  their  opening 
lines,  not  of  seeing  a  ghost,  bur 
of  seeing  an  old  friend  anew. 

"  ...  [A]  poet,”  Brodsky 
writes  in  an  essay  on  Thomas 
Hardy’s  poetry,  “shouldn't  be 
viewed  through  any  prism 
other  than  his  poems"  — 
which  is  a  valid  point  of  view 
only  when  the  poet  commits 
his  words  to  poetry  and  noth¬ 
ing  else.  Brodsky  thought 
himself  a  poet,  first:  even, 
perhaps,  a  poet  only  —  but  he 
was  savvy  and  sensitive 
enough  to  realise  his  own 
poetry  was  inextricably  braid¬ 
ed  with  the  sounds  and 
rhythms  of  his  native  Russian. 
For  many  English  speakers, 
the  experience  of  hearing 
Brodsky  redte  his  poetry  in 
Russian  was  never  really 
equalled  by  hearing  or  read¬ 
ing  that  same  poetry  in  Eng¬ 
lish.  This  was  not  so  much  the 
fault  of  Brodsky  as  it  was  the 
salt-to-pepper  contrast  be¬ 
tween  two  different  tongues. 
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in  a  poet  of  lesser  genius, 
this  might  have  signalled  an 
artistic  handicap,  but  Brod¬ 
sky's  pursuit  of  his  love  for 
language  was  too  agile  and 
athletic.  As  a  result,  he  made 
himself  into  one  of  the  English 
language's  great  essayists.  It  is 
through  the  prism  of  these 
essays  that  the  distinctive  bril¬ 
liance  of  his  mind  can  best  be 
seen. 

And  what  a  mind:  comic, 
playful,  rigorous,  exact¬ 
ing  —  above  all.  hum¬ 
ble.  Not  to  mention  sexy.  He 
was  as  scornful  of  cowardice 
in  the  political  area  as  he  was 
of  mediocrity  on  the  literary 
scene.  There  is  perhaps  no 
better  example  of  Brodsky  in  a 
fit  of  moral  outrage  than  his 
stunning  Letter  To  A  Presi¬ 
dent,  written  to  that  hero-of- 
our-time,  Vaclav  Havel. 

The  title  essay  is  Brodsky’S 
masterclass  on  Robert  FrosL 
He  is  at  his  best  when  writing 
about  other  poets,  and  there 
are  essays  here  on  Rilke. 
Spender  and  Hardy.  None  is 
more  affectionate  than  his 
Letter  to  Horace.  He  looks 
forward  to  meeting  Horace 
after  death,  but  laments  they 
have  no  common  language. 
"Worse  comes  to  worse."  he 
proposes,  "we  can  communi¬ 
cate  through  meters  . . .  That 
might  work;  you  know,  like 
inmates  in  an  institution." 

If  for  no  other  gift  to  the 
reader.  On  Grief  and  Reason 
is  a  book  to  be  thankful  for 
because  it  teaches  that  when 
you  are  kept  awake  at  night  by 
the  sound  of  your  own  heart 
thumping,  you  can  survive  the 
night  knowing  that  it  is  the 
sound  of  those  noisy  poets,  still 
working,  somewhere. 
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twas  Lauxtreamon*  who, 
in  -  the  .-  extracwdihaiy 
Chants  de  Maldoror, 
created  an  image  of  God 
entering  a  brotheL  “lie  for 
me,"  God  asks  the  narrator. 
Tell  them  that  I  never  left 
heaven. "This  might  be  consid¬ 
ered  blasphemous,  but  really 
it  is  not  so.  Blasphemy  is  a  odd 
and  dark  sin,  emanating  from 
those  who  have  do  sense  of  the 
sacred.  Chants  de  Maldoror 
is.  in  contrast,  filled  with  a 
desperate  appetite  for  belief 
and  a  ho  less  fervent  desire  for 
redemption.  In  that  sense  it 
can  be  judged  the  most  formi¬ 
dable  of  visionary  texts,  sur¬ 
passing  even  Blake's 
Marriage  of  Heaven  and 
Hell. 

Aheam  is  very  good  and 
interesting  an  the  predictive 
possibilities  of  such  texts.  One 
of  the  most  extraordinary  as¬ 
pects  of  William  Burroughs 
The  Naked  Lunch ,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  is  the  extent  to  which  in 
1959  he  prophesied  the  growth 
of  Arab  .terrorism  in  “Islam 
Iric",  the  spread  of  Aids  and 
what  sounds  uncannily  like 


the  Internet  in  “the  panorama 
of  the  City  of  Interzone  . . . 
Composite  City  where  all  hu-  ' 
man  potentials  are  spread  out 
in  a  vast  sOent  market".  A 
visionary  who  stares  into  the 
heart  of  the  world  also  sees 
those  forces  waiting  to  emerge 
withinh. 

There  are  many  matters  for 
reflection  and  consideration  in 
this  book.  Aheam  notes,  for 
example,  that  there  is  in  male 
visionary  writers  an  aversion 
to  female  sexuality,  which 
suggests  that  in  some  sense 
visionaries  are  against  na¬ 
ture.  But  in  no  sense  are  they 
against  histoiy.  In  his  conclud¬ 
ing  chapter  Aheam  remarks 
that  the  visionary  obsession 
with  the  historical  process,  or 
with  layers  of  time  and  myth, 
may  be  a  way  of  recognising 
the  present  as  an  aspect  of 
eternity. 

.  Visionary  Fictions  is  a  time¬ 
ly  and  relevant  book,  and 
marks  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  number  of  millennial  and 
apocalyptic  texts  which  seem 
to  be  setting  the  tone  of  this 
final  decade.  It  is  as  if.  on 
looking  back,  we  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  see  things  clearly  for 
the  first  time. 


Hold  fast  to  sound  words 


The  title  page  reads:  The  New 
Fowler’s  Modem  English  Us¬ 
age,  first  edited  by  H.  W. 
Fowler.  Third  Edition  edited  by 
R.  W.  Burchfield,  hjere  is  a  mistake: 
Fowler  did  not  edir  the  book  of  1926: 
he  wrote  it.  What  is  an  "edition”  of  a 
previously  published  book? 

When  it  is  the  original  author  who 
carries  out  the  revision,  it  is  seldom 
problematic  to  speak  of  the  new  text 
as  an  edition  of  the  old,  unless  the 
author  has  totally  altered  his  opin¬ 
ions.  But  when  the  revision  is  by 
another  hand,  it  is  unclear.  Countless 
compilations  have  appeared  under 
the  title  Hoyle's  Rules  of  Card  Games 
which  have  nothing  in  common  with 
Edmond  Hoyle's  original  work; 
"Hoyle”  has  simply  become  a  name 
for  a  book  of  rules  of  card  games. 
Something  similar  threatens  to  hap¬ 
pen  to  the  name  “Fowler".  Fowler'S 
book  has  been  an  enduring  success, 
in  part  because  of  the  very  personal 
flavour  he  gave  it  Of  course,  such  a 
book  does  need  updating  from  time  to 
time,  and  Sir  Ernest  Gowers  revised 
it  for  the  second  edition  of  1965  with 
great  delicacy. 


Michael  Dummctt  on  the  battle  between 
prescriptive  and  descriptive  grammarians 


Dr  Burchfield  has  produced  an 
equivalent  for  the  1990s:  but  I  am 
doubtful  of  its  right  to  call  itself  an 
edition  of  Fowler's  book.  Fowler  is 
often  cited,  but  little  of  the  original 
flavour  survives.  Compare,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  Fowler’s  article 
Adjectives  M bused 
with  Burchfield's 
article  Adjective. 

Burchfield’s  con¬ 
tains  a  great  deal  of 
useful  information 
which  Fowler  did 
not  give;  but  not  a 

word  of  Fowler’s  _ 

wise  stylistic  advice  1 
remains. 

On  the  inside  flap,  the  publishers 
ill-advisedly  quote  Churchill’s  recom¬ 
mendation  to  consult  Fowler  on  the 
difference  between  "intense”  and 
“intensive".  Fowler  draws  the  distinc¬ 
tion  with  great  clarity;  Burchfield  will 
leave  most  readers  confused  about  it. 
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The  article  illustrates  Burchfield's 
tendency  to  introduce  his  explana¬ 
tions  with  a  histoiy  of  the  words 
involved:  he  insinuates  that  their 
original  use  has  as  much  authority  as 
the  use  to  which  they  have  come  to  be 
put.  This  is  one 

-  cause  of  the  blurred 

effect  of  several  of 
his  entries. 

Burchfield  has 
had  to  face  another 
problem.  The  origi¬ 
nal  Fowler  was  a 
paradigm  of  pre- 

_  scriprivism.  In  an 

■”  atmosphere  in 

which  a  grammari¬ 
an  is  judged  virtuous  by  the  degree  to 
which  he  vows  allegiance  to  the 
descriptive  principle,  it  is  hard  to  be 
chosen  to  re-edit  Fowler.  Burchfield 
has  articles  on  "descriptive  gram¬ 
mar”  and  on  “prescriptivism",  and 
contrives  to  convey  that  a  writer’s 


preference  between  them  is  a  matter 
of  temperament;  it  depends,  rather, 
on  whether  he  regards  all  linguistic 
changes  as  benign  or  some  as 
harmful  and  therefore  to  be  resisted. 

Burchfield  oscillates  between  one 
attitude  and  the  other.  On  occasions 
he  is  so  prescriptive  as  to  term  deviant 
speakers  "miscreants";  more  often,  he 
eschews  partiality  by  expressing  no 
opinion  at  all. 

There  is,  of  course,  much  of  value  in 
this  book.  Yet  it  may  not  be  possible 
for  anyone  to  compile  a  successful 
equivalent  to  Fowler's  famous  book, 
given  the  prevalent  views  of  those 
who  consider  themselves  experts  on 
language  (among  whom.  Burchfield 
explains  to  us  in  his  preface.  Fowler 
had  no  right  to  count  himself);  for 
they  do  not  believe  that  anyone  ought 
to  do  what  Fowler  did  so  well. 

Michael  Dummert  is  Wykeham 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Logic  in  the 
University  of  Oxford:  his  book,  A 
Wicked  Pack  of  Cards,  co-authored 
with  R.  Decker  and  T.  Depaulis. 
will  be  published  next  month  by 
Duckworth. 


Questions  raised 
and  a  rumour 
laid  to  rest 

Duncan  Fallowed 
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he  rumour  went  like 
this: .  Tchaikovsky  did 
a  not  d  ie  from  cholera  as 
officially  stated,  but  commit¬ 
ted  suicide.  He  did  this  by 
taking  poison  after  an  ultima¬ 
tum  from  a  “court  of  honour"  ' 
convened  by  his  oW  sdwol 
fellows  to  avert  the  threat  of  a 
•  major  homosexual  scandal. 
This  supposedly  involved  an 
outraged  unde,.  Count  Sim- 
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Tchaikovsky's  admiration. 
’The  unde  had  threatened  to 
petition  the  Tsar  —  .some 
versions  have  the  Tsar  himself 
insisting  that  tire  composer 
end  his  life  •- 

It  was  never  more  than  me 
prattle  of  a  few  fenlasnsts  but 
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of  sexual  guilt  and  prefectorial 
public  school  nastiness. 

The  rumour  always  sound¬ 
ed  “wrong"  and  totally 
nnRussian.  Provided  this!  a- 
/-prhain  discretion  is  observed. 
Russians .  are  traditionally 

very  Generous  in  matters  of  the 
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prattle  of  a  few  Maras  nut  sliehtest 

been  put  forward  as  iaa  dj  ^  ton,. 


one  minor  Russian  and  wo 
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nnr  will  show  that  19th- 
centuiy  Russia  was  sexually 
free  compared  with  England. 
At  tfte  very  worst.  Tchaikovsky 
might  haw  btej  asked  to  go 
abroad  for  a  little  while.  And 
an  enforced  suicide  would 
have  involved-  a  cover-up  that 
would  have  been  impossible  to 
sustain  at  the  rime  and  an 
infinitely  greater  scandal  than 
eves  cast  at  the  wrong  person. : 

Now  Alexander  Poznansky, 


The  young  Peter  llych  Tchaikovsky  (left)  with  his  parents  and  siblings  in  1848 


a  Russian  historian  currently 
at  Yale,  whose  own  biography 
of  Tchaikovsky  is  by  .  for  the 
best  we  have,  puts  an  end  to 
the  nonsense  once  and  for  all 
with  this  triumph  of  exempla¬ 
ry  scholarship  and  judgment 
It  consists  of  an  introduc- 
tion,  documents  throwing  an 
intense  light  cm  the  last  weeks 
of  the  composers  life;  plus 


footnotes,  commentary  and 
epilogue.  The  progress  of  the 
cholera  is  harrowing  to  read 
but  vivid  and  incontrovertible. 
In  addition  the  author  demon¬ 
strates  how  homosexuality 
was  an  established  feature  of 
Russian  life,  how  there  was 
not  a  single  prosecution  for  it 
among  the  educated  class  in 
the  1 9th  century,  how  Tchai¬ 


kovsky  was  loved  for  his  sweet 
and  modest  character  as  well 
as  for  his  music,  how  he  was 
cherished  by  the  Imperial 
Family  and  given  a  state 
funeral,  how  two  of  his  school 
fellows  lived  more  or  less 
openly  as  homosexuals,  how 
he  became  —  after  the  disaster 
of  his  marriage  —  rather  well- 
adjusted  to  what  he  described 


as  his  “natural  tendencies", 
how  though  sometimes  melan¬ 
cholic  he  was  full  of  plans  for 
the  future  at  the  rime  of  his 
death  in  1893,  and  so  on. 

The  rumour  arose  partly 
because  of  this  suddenness  bur 
also,  Poznansky  writes,  as  a 
Russian  "response  to  the  trial 
of  Oscar  Wilde  in  1895.  The 
parallels  are  too  obvious  for 
mere  accident:  the  famous 
writer  is  replaced  by  a  no  less 
famous  composer.  Lord  Alfred 
Douglas  by  the  young  aristo¬ 
crat  Srenbock-Fermor,  and  the 
Marquess  of  Queens  be  try  by 
an  enraged  uncle." 

It  is  ar  this  point  that  all 
biographers  of  the  story 
have  failed  to  notice  some¬ 
thing  of  the  greatest  interest:  at 
precisely  this  period  a  young 
Count  Stanislaus  Stenbock 
was  living  in  London  as  a 
flamboyant  homosexual  and 
poet  a  member  of  the  Wjlde- 
Beardsley-Yeats  circle  He  di¬ 
vided  his  time  between 
Kensington  and  his  estates  in 
Estonia.  The  St  Petersburg 
Stenbocks  would  have  been 
well  aware  of  their  Anglicised 
scion  (he  went  to  Balliol)  and 
of  his  character. 

He  drank  excessively  and 
took  to  opium  and  died  by 
inadvertently  falling  into  a 
fireplace  in  1S9S  at  rite  age  of 
35.  Clearly  he  would  feed  very 
significantly  into  the  so-called 
persecution  of Tchaikovsky  by 
the  Stenbock  family  but  in 
what  exact  way  remains  to  be 
investigated  —  perhaps  by  the 
illustrious  Professor  Poznan- 
sfcy  at  a  later  date. 
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from  a  fortnight  in  Kerala  for  £299  to  a  Dover  to  Calais  ferry  day  trip  for  £5  ( 


HOLIDAYS 


CUBAN  cruises  are  on  offer 
from  E599  a  person  from  the 
Cruise  Network  with  depar¬ 
tures  on  the  next  four  Mon¬ 
days.  The  cost  includes  return 
London-Havana  flights  and 
full  board  on  the  ship,  which 
also  calls  at  ports  in  Jamaica 
and  Mexico.  Details:  01772 
727757. 

■  A  TREASURE  hum  forms 
part  of  a  three-night,  self-drive 
break  in  Normandy  with 
Inn  travel  Shortbreaks.  The 
EI5S-a-head  price  includes  a 
Portsmouth  to  Cherbourg  fer¬ 
ry  crossing  on  November  28, 
returning  from  Le  Havre,  and 
half-board  accommodation  at 
three  separate  hotels.  Details: 
01653  628862. 

■  INDIA  for  a  16-day  tour 
taking  in  palaces,  mosques, 
temples  and  a  deserted  city  is 
on  offer  from  Explore  World¬ 
wide.  The  price  is  £1.005.  in¬ 
cluding  return  flights  de¬ 
parting  on  November  30,  bed 
and  breakfast  accommodation 
and  all  internal  travel.  De¬ 
tails:  01252  3(9448. 

■  KERALA,  southern  India, 
for  E299  For  a  fortnight  with 
flights  from  Gatwick  on  De¬ 
cember  1  and  S  and  bed  and 
breakfast  accommodation  is 
on  offer  from  Holiday  Place. 
Details:  0171-435  8071. 


E405  a  person  with  half-board 
accommodation  on  a  Thom¬ 
son  holiday  is  available  from 
Limn  Poly,  departing  from 
Gatwick  on  December  1.  De¬ 
tails  from  the  company's  Holi¬ 
day  Shops. 

■  FUERTE  VENTURA  for 
£159  for  a  week's  self-catering 


rTfcsftStft-v: 


or  EI99  for  a  fortnight  with  a 
flight  from  Gatwick  on  De¬ 
cember  4  is  on  offer  from 
Inspirations.  Details:  01293 
S2Z244. 

■  MADEIRA  for  a  week  for 
£199  a  person.  Flights  leave 
Manchester  on  December  4 
and  bed  and  breakfast  accom¬ 
modation  is  available  from 
Co-op  Travel  care.  Details: 
0161 -S27  1030. 

■  CELEBRATE  Christmas 
early  with  a  "turkey  and 
tinsel"  break  in  the  Peak 
District  from  December  4  or 
the  Somerset  hills  from  De¬ 
cember  II  with  Countrywide 
Holidays.  The  price  for  two 
nights'  in  a  country  guest 
house,  a  guided  walk  and 
Christmas  dinner  is  E76  a 
person.  Details:  0161-446  2226. 

■  LAST-MINUTE  offers  to 
visit  Santa  in  Lapland  are 
available  from  Norvista  with 
three-night  packages  from  De¬ 
cember  7  and  13  costing  E630 
for  adults,  £445  for  children. 
Details:  0171-409  7334. 

■  A  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  ball 
in  St  Petersburg  is  an  optional 
but  costly  extra  from  Steppes 
East  as  part  of  a  four-night 
package  from  December  29  to 
January  2.  The  cost  of  flights, 
bed  and  breakfast  accommo¬ 
dation  and  sightseeing  is  E8S0 
each.  Details:  01285  810267. 

■  A  BOHEMIAN  tour  last¬ 
ing  of  nine  days,  including 
nights  in  Budapest.  Prague 
and  Vienna,  is  featured  in 
Insight  Holidays’  1997  bro¬ 
chure.  The  ES30-a-person 
price  includes  return  BA 
flights,  excursions  and  some 
meals.  Details:  0990  143433. 
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Leave  on  November  30  for  a  16-day  tour  of  India  for  EL095  including  return  flights  and  bed  and  breakfast 
,7H^fGHTS  ■  I 


CHRISTMAS  shopper  fares 
to  London  are  being  marketed 
by  British  Airways.  The  day- 
return  fares  cost  £59  from 
Manchester,  E65  from  Belfast. 
Edinburgh.  Glasgow,  New¬ 
castle,  Newquay  and  Jersey 
and  E69  from  Inverness  and 
Aberdeen.  Details  0345222111. 

■  SABENA  is  promoting 
Brussels  as  a  cut-price  gate¬ 
way  to  the  Continent  The 
airline's  latest  Bravo  fares  are 
available  from  most  UK  air¬ 
ports  via  Brussels  to  38  conti¬ 
nental  points.  Examples  from 
London  indude  Berlin  £109, 
Milan  £119,  Munich  £99. 
Rome  E139  and  Vienna  £149. 
Details:  01S1-7S0 1444. 

■  NON-STOP  business-class 
flights  to  New  York  from 
Gatwick  or  Manchester  priced 
at  £1.481  (only  a  little  more 


than  the  full  economy  fare)  are 
available  from  the  Travelbug. 
Details:  0161-740  8998. 

■  LUFTHANSA  will  provide 
two  business-class  tickets  to 
Germany  for  the  price  of  one 
and  a  half  when  you  book 
through  American  Express 
Travd.  Details:  OI7I-929  0334. 

■  DELAY  your  trip  to  Austra¬ 
lia  until  after  the  new  year 
rush  and  a  return  ticket  with 
Japan  Airlines  to  Sydney, 
Brisbane  or  Cairns,  will  cost 
E599  through  FETC.  Details 
0171-414  8808. 

■  AIR  Namibia  has  a  special 
£199  one-way  fare  between 
Heathrow  and  Windhoek. 
Cape  Town  or  Johannesburg, 
valid  for  selected  dates  in 
November  and  December. 
Details:  0181-944  6181. 


P&O  European  Ferries  has  an 
offer  of  £16  for  a  car  and  driver 
day-trip  on  Dover-Calais  (£10 
supplement  on  Saturdays.  Ad-, 
ditional  foot  passengers  cost 
£1  each.  Valid  until  December 
31.  Details:  0990  9809B0. 

■  SEA  France  is  cheaper  on 
Dover-Calais  day-trips.  Cars 
cost  £5  and  £1  is  charged  for 
each  passenger  (£10  car  sup¬ 
plement  on  Saturdays).  Foot 
passengers  travelling  out  and 
back  on  the  same  sailing  can 
travel  for  50p.  Valid  until 
December  31.  Details:  0990 
711711. 

■  STENA  line  has  £15  car 
returns,  £i-a-car  passenger, 
on  routes  from  Harwich. 
Newhaven.  Dover  and  until 
November  30,  Southampton- 
Cherbourg;  £10  supplements 
apply  on  Saturday  sailings 


from  Dover  and  Newhaven. 
on  Friday  from  Southampton 
and  Harwich.  Details:  0990 
455455. 

■  FOR  longer  ferry  trips, 
Scandinavian  Seaways  has 
three  days/two  nights  at  sea 
mini  cruises  from  Harwich  to 
Esbjerg  (Denmark)  leaving  on 
November  26;  Hamburg  (28) 
and  Gothenburg  (29).  Prices 
from  £59  include  breakfast 
and  a  sightseeing  trip.  Details: 
0990  333111. 


N  per  c 
all  Brit 


offer  on  all  Brittany  Ferries 
routes  has  been  extended  for 
bookings  made  before  Novem¬ 
ber  30.  The  offer  applies  to 
car  and  four  passengers  on 
the  company’s  six  routes  to 
northwestern  France  and 
Spain.  Details:  Eurod  rive, 
0181-3244000. 


SAVINGS  of  up  to.  35  percent 

are  available  at  20  hotels  in  the 

Concorde  Hotel  Group  as  part 
of  its  winter  rates  offer. 
Rooms  start  at  £79  a  night 

and  include  seven  Paris  hotels. 

the  St  James  Court  in  London 
and  the  Metropol  in  Brussels. 
Details:  0800 181  59L 

■  CITADINES,  the  French 
apartment  hotel  group,  has 
opened  its  first  Appartbotel  in 
the  UK  in  South  Kensington, 
offering  92  apartments  at  rates 
starting  at  £80  for  a  two- 
person  studio  a  night,  reduc¬ 
ing  to  £72  a  night  for  seven 
nighrs  and  £64  a  night  for 
more  than  21  nights.  Details: 
0171-543  7378. 

■  THE  Lowndes  Hotel  in 
Knightsbridge,  has  a  winter 
rate  from  December  15  until 
February  28  of  El 40  plus  VAT 
for  single  or  double  occupan¬ 
cy.  Details:  0171-8231234. 

■  TAKE  a  weekend  break  at 
the  Pennington  Midland  Ho¬ 
ld  in  Bradford,  from  £39.50  a 
person  a  night  including  din¬ 
ner.  from  November  23  until 
February  2  and  see  the  Linda 
McCartney  photographic  ex¬ 
hibition  at  the  city's  National ' 
Museum  of  Photography- 
Details:  01274  735  735. 

■  THE  Montcalm  Hotel  at 
Marble  Arch  in  London  has  a 
Christmas  rate  from  £225  a  . 
person  for  two  nights  with  its 
seasonal  menu  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  its  new  head  chef, 
Jonathan  Nicholson,  formerly 
at  Congham  Hall  in  Norfolk. 
Details:  0171-402  4288. 

■  THE  80-room  Carlton  Am¬ 
bassador  Hotel  located  in  the 
heart  of  The  Hague  has  a 


weekend  package  rate  of  U40 
until  the  end  of  the  year  of  two 
nights,  including  breakfast, 
for  two  people.  Details:  0181- 
90S3348. 

■  TAKE  a  shopping  trip  to 
the  Lakeside  shopping  centre 
in  Essex  and  stay  at-  the 
nearby  Stifford  Moat  House,  a 
Georgian  country  house  set  in 
six  acres.  Weekend  breaks 
before  Christmas  cost  £32  a 
person  a  night.  Details:  01708 
719  988. 

■  NUTFIELD  Priory  Hotel  at 
Redhill,  Surrey,  has  a  special 
post-Christmas  rate,  from  Jan-  _ 
uaiy  1  to  February  28,  of  E50a  £7 
person  a  night,  based  .  on 
double  occupancy.  This  in¬ 
cludes  breakfast  dinner  and 
use  of  the  hotel's  health  and 
fitness  facilities.  Details:  01737 
822  066. 

■  THE  newly  renovated  Ho¬ 

tel  Astoria  in  Brussels  has  a 
“weekend  concert  invitation" 
package,  including  dinner 
(with  cocktails  and  wine)  and 
a  classical  music  concert  at  the 
hotel  on  a  Sunday  morning 
followed  by  lunch.  Price  is 
Bfr5700  (about  £100)  a  person 
a  night  based  on  double 
occupancy,  available  until 
March  31.  Details:  0181-741 
9699.  i 

■  THE  NEW  Crown  Club  4 
floor  at  London's  Grosvenor 
House  Hotel,  renovated  at  a 
cost  of  £45,000  a  room,  offers  C/ 
unpadring  by  the  Crown  Club 
buffer,  along  with  complimen-  5 
tary  pressing  of  two  suits.  A 
oneway  transfer  to  Heathrow 

is  included  in  the  room  rate  of 
£280  a  night  single  occupancy, 

£300  double.  Details:  0171-499 
6363.  - 
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Daily  Scheduled 
Services 

4  x  Glasgow  £29 

4  x  Edinburgh  £29 

5  x  Aberdeen  £29 

I  x  Inverness  £29 
3  x  Amsterdam  £35 
1  x  Nice  £49 

i  x  Barcelona  £49 

Stogie,  iron*.  excL  Tax. 
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York  h  El 89  Florida  «r 
Nashville  £279  Phoenix  £275 

Dallas  £275  New  Orleans  £305 
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For  taw  widest  choice  of  escorted  coach  and 
self-drive  lours,  motorhomes,  Florida,  Bahamas  and 
Canadian  Holidays  call  Just  America.  Specialists  in 
tailor-made  quality  holidays  to  North  America. 


Tauck  Tours 

We  are  row  boding  1997  laud;  Toon. 
Great  toun  -  at  the  best  prhss. 

Motorhomes 

Speed ofta  J  Hotefottepnoeef  i. 
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■  Jua  America. 
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ROUND  THE  WORLD:  FROM  £589 
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Who  in  the  world  do  you  turn  to 
when  you  need  to  fly? 

Tel:  0990-561-532 
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Capital  Flights 


CSA-Czed>  Airiina  fUes  twice  daily  from  Loudon  Heathrow  to  Prague.  Our  convenient  early 
morning  departures  and  late  evening  aninali  allow  maxintum  time  for  both  business  and  leisure 

U  4  a  wt&  }iom  and,  a  further  4  flightt  a  week  firm 

Manchester,  all  with  awranoif  connections  to  Eastern  axd  Central  Eurnpe, 
the  Middle  taut  Far  East 


EVERY  DAY 


On  board  every  flight  you  wiU  experience  CM 
AIRLINES  naoumed hosfrdtddy end,  fpr  Badness 

passengers  m  die  UK,  the cameeknceaf 
pbme  cbeck-m,  and  m  Prague,  the  added  eomnnieaae  of  a  City  Carter 
dreck-m.  Far  pother  iafbnttation  on  the  tatupie  CS4  service  cad  oar  Sales 
Offices  nato.  or  contact  yottr  Travel  Agent 

CSA  London  0171  255 1898  -  CSA  Mandtesleri  0161489  5940 
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More  than  just  low  cost  flights  worldwide 

WITH  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  HIRE 

Call  Trail  finders  for  the  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  Longhaui:  0171-9383939  |At 

Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-937  5400  |]§f| 

FffSt&  Business  Class:  0171-9383444  «7ai 

BIRMINGHAM  Worldwide:  0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL  Worldwide:  01 1 7-929  9000  tST 

GLASGOW  WbfWWide- 0141-3532224 
MANCHESTER  Wotidwide:  0161-839  6969  kfl 

First  &  Business  Class:  0161-8393434  S 
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NAIOB  TRAVEL  offers 
great  value  on  low. 
cost  flights  :to  all  ~ 
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!  Leave  US  As  record  numbers  choose  a  holiday  afloat,  the  bid  lady  of  Cunard  saves  money  by  going  slow 

S  Sw,  Cnaises  vie 

houdays  for  custom 

I  whipped  up  by  foe  Of-  .  m  . 

A  Gee  of  Fair  Trading's  *  •  "fl 

sss  m  boom 

.son  is  finally  beginning  to  . 

settle.  ' 

Through  the  mmik  it  is  '  -  -T' : 

beormnng  increasingly  dear  O  “1^1/  01  • 

that  during  the  next  llmontbs  :  I  1  I  |  •  1\. I  ■ 

of  soul-searching  wHhjn  the  AmW'.li' 

industry,  the  needs  and  de-  .«■  .. 

■  v.  mauds  of.  real  people  —  the.  .  ^ 

millions  who  want  to  pay  as  ByTony Dawe 

oSitTho^v1—  ^  '2LlDp.  once  die  preroga-  Caribbean  Cruise  Line,  says: 

°D  of  the  nch,  is  increasingly  “Anyone is  aapotentkd  cruise 
KSEfjrth  *!*?•  offered  as  a  tergSi  puSSger  ttcfayTone  of  the 

‘  .  holiday,  as  shipping  com-  reasons  why  cruising  has  re- 

Z^T?„rf^Cane  batt®s  over  paiuesi  vie  to  attract  ,  a  new  mained  a  minority  interest  for 

£r. _  clientele  aboard  their  bur-  holidaymakers-  is  that  those 

g^nmgfleets;  .  .  responsible  for  sdling  it. have 

Travel  agents  are  pnomot-  wasted  too  much  time  pread*- 
•  iii  mnn  the  *n8°u1t'Pr“*  deals,  with  Coop  mg  to  theconyerted."  Slowly  does  it — the  Canard  flagship  will  save  fuel  and  wear  and  tear  on  her  journeys  to  and  from  New  Yor 

-  ^  to  conqitee  his  TYavelcare  offering  up  to  30  He  says  that  greater  efforts 

•  f11  Per.cait  discounts  on  selected  should  be  made  to  overcome  1  •  1  .  .  « f  •  A 

■■■■  ESSS-sS?  “Sssrrsss  s-ssssuts  OE2  decides  to  take  it  easy 

-  tetn^pnvaldy  to  persuade  PoJyV  SOO  Holidays  ■  Shops  ists  that  it  is  no  longer  expert-  X  ^  ^  *  J 

'  .  tour  operators  :tn.  also  ■  offering  substantial  sive,  formal  and  daustro- 

'  ^'dags-  phobic.  THE  transatlantic  liner  Queen  Elizabeth  ByGlynGenin  “The  QE2  is  unique,  the  last  ex 

in  me  too  ne  railed  to  con-  The.  cruise  companies  are  The  bargains  on  offer  also  77  is  to  reduce  its  speed  next  year,  taking  liner  in  regular  Atlantic  service." 

Bra<*£abury.  aittmg  prices  for  those  who .  refleerflw  growing  capacity  of  six  days  on  the  crossing  from  Southamp-  September,  goes  into  the  King  George  V  Cunard  spokesman  Bill  Spears. 

."  -^“Wmon  negotiator,  of  book  early,  with.  P&O  Cruises  the  cruise  industry.  last  year,  ton  to  New  York  instead  of  five.  The  cut  dry-dock  at  Southampton  today  for  a  £12  Cunard  hopes  to  attract  bus 

me  rorce  ot  ms  argument  and  offering  savings  of  up  to  2D  per  132,000  ,berths  were  available  in  the  Cunard  flagship’s  service  speed  million  refit  —  the  first  time  such  work  travellers  —  people  moving  jobs  bet 

r . .  cent  on  bookings  made  before  worldwide  but  that  is  expected  from  28-5  to  23  knots  is  designed  to  save  has  been  carried  out  in  a  British  yard  Europe  and  North  America.  1 

11  Tho  of  this  month,  and  to  increase  by  about  40  per  £660,000  in  fuel  in  a  year,  as  well  as  since  the  end  of  the  Falklands  War  in  modern-day  versions  of  the  migi 

Princess  Cruises  promising  up  cent  to  185,000  by  the  end  of  making  further  savings  by  imposing  less  1982.  QE2  has  sailed  more  than  four  who  made  the  shipping  comp; 
l  ravel  to  £300  off  some  brochure  the  century.  wear  and  tear  on  the  ship’s  diesel-electric  million  miles  and  carried  more  than  two  fortunes  at  the  turn  of  the  century 

Business  prices  for.  those  who  book  60  Carnival  Cruise  Lines  has  oowernlanL  million  oasseneers  since  her  launch.  have  their  cars  earaeed  and  nets 
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.  in  frustration  passed  the  mat¬ 
ter  on  to  “higher  authority"  to 
~  decide 

The  Government  is,  of 
course,  delighted  that  yet 
'  another  decision  can  be  de- 
om*"  ferred  until  after  foe  general 
electioh.  And  the  Opposition 
can  blame  die  Government 
for  the  inertia  without  having 
782'  *  to  produce  a  detailed  policy  of 
-  its  own.  . 

-  L  -  The  whole  exercise  was 
*—  '  forced  upon  the  Office  of  Fair 
-Trading  by  the  vociferous 
■ .  Association .  of;  Independent 
p  Tour  Operators,  whose  150? 
y.  memhferg^  have.  complained. 
•  bilter^mat  fey  cannot  cOm- 
;-'pdfe^Sfo1y,<iv(lh''fiie';Ug  tout 
^Jperator -price; .  They  :ar-  : 
gue  Ifeal  Jtodu-  ,  brodmrcs 
should  life  displayed  in  tbe  big  ] 


CRUISING;  once  file  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  rich,  is’increasingly 
being  offered  as  a  bargain 
holiday,  as  shipping  com¬ 
panies  vie  to  attract  a  new 
clientele  aboard  their  bur¬ 
geoning  fleets.'  _ 

Travel  agents  are  promot¬ 
ing  cut-price  deals,  with  Co-op 
TYavelcare  offering  up  .  to  30 
per  cent  discounts  on  seleaed 
cruises  next  year  —  especially 
to  the  Caribbean  —  and  Lunn 
Polys  800  Holidays  ■  Shops 
also  '  offering  substantial 
savings. 

The.  cruise  companies  are 
cutting  prices  for  those  who . 
book  early,  with  P&O  Cruises 
offering  savings  of  up  to  20  per 
cent  on  bookings  made  before 
the  end  of  this  month,  and 
Princess  Cruises  promising  up 
to  £300  off  some  brochure 
prices  for  those  who  book  60 
days  in  advance. 

"Hie  deals-represent  a  con¬ 
certed  attempt  to  convince 
boDdaynxakers  that  cruising 
need  no  longer  be  expensive. 
The  cruise  companies  have 
suddenly  realised  there  is  a 
huge  marker  arid  are  trying  to 
make  holidaymakers  aware 
that  cruising  is  affordable." 
says  John  Pittalis,  spokesman 
for  this  Passenger  Shipping 
Association." 

“With  operators  like  Air- 
tours  and  Thomson  entering 
the  market,  prices  have  come 
down  and  it  is  quite  possible  to 
take  a  twoweek  cruise  in  the 
Caribbean  ar;  Mediterranean 
for  a  price  comparable  to  an 
all-inclusive  package  holiday 
;irrfiie  same  regkm.",  . 

.'..JBefo  Williams/,  of:  Royal 


Caribbean  Cruise  Line,  says: 
“Anyone  is  a' a  potential  auise 
passenger  today.,  One  of  the 
reasons  why  cruising  has  re¬ 
mained  a  minority  interest  for 
hedidaymakers-  is  that  those 
'responrible  for  selling  it  have 
wasted  too  much  time  preach¬ 
ing  to  the  converted." 

He  says  that  greater  efforts 
should  be  made  to  overcome 
foe  misconceptions  about 
cruising  and  to  convince  tour¬ 
ists  that  it  is  no  longer  expen¬ 
sive,  formal  and  claustro¬ 
phobic. 

The  bargains  oh  offer  also 
reflect"  the  prowing  capacity  of 
the  cruise  industry.  last  year. 
132,000  berths  were  available 
worldwide  but  that  is  expected 
to  increase  by  about  40  per 
cerh  to  li&OOO  by  foe  end  of 
foe  century. 

Carnival  Cruise  .  lines  has 
recently  launched  Destiny,  the 
world's  largest  cruise  ship.  ’ 
and  Celebrity  Cruises  will 
shortly  be  launching  Its  new 
star.  Galaxy.  Fred  Olsen’s 
Blackwatch  has  entered  foe 
UK  market,  while  Oriana. 
P&O’s  flgaship,  has  gained 
increasing  popularity  among 
tourists. 

The  increase  in  capacity, 
which  is  expected  to  continue 
during  foe  next  five  years,  and 
growing  consumer  demand, 
has  led  the  Passenger  Ship¬ 
ping  Assodation  to  predict 
that,  by  2001,  600.000  United 
Kingdom  passengers  will  be 
choosing  to  cruise,  an  increase 
of  nearly  50  per  cent  oh 
present  figures. 

Carnival  is  predicting  an 
even  faster  surge.  “Our  target 


Slowly  does  it — the  Canard  flagship  will  save  fbel  and  wear  and  tear  on  her  journeys  to  and  flam  New  York 

QE2  decides  to  take  it  easy 


THE  transatlantic  liner  Queen  Elizabeth 
JT  is  to  reduce  its  speed  next  year,  taking 
six  days  on  the  crossing  from  Southamp¬ 
ton  to  New  York  instead  of  five.  The  cut 
in  the  Cunard  flagship’s  sendee  speed 
from  28-5  to  23  knots  is  designed  to  save 
£660,000  in  fuel  in  a  year,  as  well  as 
making  further  savings  by  imposing  less 
wear  and  tear  on  the  ship’s  diesel-electric 
power  plant 

“As  Concorde  can  get  you  across  foe 
Atlantic  in  under  four  hours,  speed  is  not 
an  issue,”  said  Captain  Keith  Stanley,  the 
QE? 5  Master.  He  believes  his  passen¬ 
gers  want  more  leisurely  travel,  and  that 
the  new  schedule  will  assure  more 
consistent  embarkation  and  disembarka¬ 
tion  times.  “With  a  top  speed  of  33  knots, 
we  will  still  have  plenty  of  power  in 
reserve  if  we  ibid  we're  running  late,"  he 
said. 

The  70.000  ton  liner.  30  years  old  next 


By  Glyn  Genin 

September,  goes  into  the  King  George  V 
dry-dock  at  Southampton  today  for  a  £12 
million  refit  —  foe  first  time  such  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  a  British  yard 
since  the  end  of  the  Falklands  War  in 
1982.  QE2  has  sailed  more  than  four 
million  miles  and  carried  more  than  two 
tmllion  passengers  since  her  launch. 

Cunard  and  the  shipyard  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  avoid  the  financial  and  public 
relations  disaster  which  followed  the  last 
refit  and  have  had  a  project  team 
planning  foe  work  forthe  past  18  months. 
The  ship  is  due  to  return  to  service  on 
December  12 

Cunard's  new  owners.  Kvaemer  ASA 
are  to  concentrate  on  the  luxury  end  of 
the  international  cruise  market  They 
sold  the  middle-ranking,  900  passenger. 
Crown  Dynasty  earlier  this  month. 


“The  QEZ  is  unique,  the  last  express 
liner  in  regular  Atlantic  service."  said 
Cunard  spokesman  Bill  Spears. 

Cunard  hopes  to  attract  business 
travellers  —  people  moving  jobs  between 
Europe  and  North  America.  These 
modern-day  versions  of  the  migrants 
who  made  the  shipping  companies 
fortunes  at  foe  turn  of  foe  century  will 
have  their  cars  garaged  and  pets  ken¬ 
neled  aboard  free  of  diarge. 

QE2  will  make  only  20  North  Atlantic 
crossings  in  1997,  compared  with  27  this 
year.  Longer,  warm-water  cruises  are 
planned,  including  a  spring  sailing  from 
New  York  to  Southampton  via  foe 
Caribbean,  Madeira  and  Tenerife. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  ship's 
least  expensive  berths  are  to  be  taken  out 
of  service,  reducing  passenger  capacity  to 
1,500.  QETs  five  restaurants  will  ail 
become  single-sitting. 


for  1997  is  a  60  per  cent  further 
increase  of  UK  business 
against  this  year's  sales  fig¬ 
ures,"  says  foe  company’s 
Lynn  Naira  way. 

“We  have  two  different  mar¬ 
keting  strategies  for  1997:  tour 
operator  business  is  aimed 
primaiiy  at  foe  Florida  mar¬ 


ket.  combining  a  cruise  with  a 
package  holiday,  while  our 
Sunwaves  brochure  is  target¬ 
ed  more  towards  the  tradition¬ 
al  cruise  market." 

Prices  for  a  week’s  fly-cruise 
start  at  E799  a  person,  plus 
£110  tax,  sailing  from  San 
Juan  to  St  Thomas,  St  Maar¬ 


ten,  Dominica.  Barbados  and 
Martinique.  Among  other  bar¬ 
gain  offers  currently  being 
promoted  are  a  nine-day  fly- 
cruise  around  the  Western 
Caribbean  next  November  for 
£975  and  a  fortnight's  cruise 
off  the  coast  of  Africa  next 
April  for  £749  —  both  avail¬ 


able  from  Coop  Travelcare. 
P&O  Cruises  is  offering  a 
week-long  "Greek  Odyssey” 
trip  on  Oriana  next  Septem¬ 
ber  from  £591  a  person,  while 
a  ten-night  Canaries  Carousel 
next  June  aboard  Canberra  on 
its  last  cruising  season  will 
cost  from  £676. 


US  hotels  ‘forbidden’  to  sell  Disney  tickets 
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wider  choke.  Bat  1  do  not 
believe  that  anyone  who 
stocks 800  separate  brochures 
knows  much  about  more  than 
a  handful  nf  them.  Better, 
surely,  to  be  anexpert  in  a  few, 
than  a  dullard  at  a  tot 

While  the  trade  continues  to 
tear  itself  apart  with  matters 
which  may  be  of  prune  impor¬ 
tance  to  itsett  the  mass  of 
holidaymakers  continue .  to 
buy  largely  ran  price  —  and. 
foal  means  package  holidays 
from  the  big  tour  operators 
bought  and  booked  through 
big  travel  agents. 

There  is,  however,  a  grow¬ 
ing  demand  for  high  quality; 

well  planned,  exclusive,  iade- 

peiMfent  hdfidays,  which  usu¬ 
ally  cost  more,  than  foe 

packages  offered:  by  the 
g£an&  HoSdaymakeis  who 
buy  these  need  detailed  per¬ 
sonal  service  which,  surely, 

-  small  agents  and  tour  opera¬ 
tors  can  provide.  The  Isa 
thing  we  consumers  need  is 
government  interference;  ■  in 
choosing  a  holiday.  And  we 
certainly  do  not  want  an 
“Ofhol"  bureaucracy.  Would 
that  our  voice  could  be  beard 
al  foe  MMC 
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Orlando  acre  being  prevented 
from ^  baying  Disney  theme- 
jxuk  tickets  in  thrar;  hotels 
because  ofa  row  between  Walt 
Disney  World  and  its  major 
rivals  including  Universal 
Studios,; Sea.  World  and.  Wet 

■w.wad. 

--  Universal,  -  50  .  per  /  cent 
'owned  by  Britain'S  Rank  Org¬ 
anisation.  dairas  that  Disney 

Trie  prevented  19  holds  in  the 
Orlando  _  area  from  :  selling 
Disniey  admission  tickets 
because  these  hotelsalso  sell  a 


Foreign  Office 
‘blacklists’? 
countries 

TRAVELLERS  are  being 
warned  to  stay  away  from  a . 
record  number  of  countries 
now  appearing  on  the  For¬ 
eign  Office  “blacklist".  Har¬ 
vey  Elliott  writes.  '■■■ 

In  irivice  distributed  to  the 
band  industry  and.  given  to 
independent  travellers  who 
hiqalre  in  person,  the  consul¬ 
ar  dxviripn  of  the  FO  advises 
against  all  travel  to  -seven 
nations,  plus  five,  regions. 

It  also  advises  against  trav- 
dfing  to  another  six  countries 
-  and  one  other  region  “unless 
on  essential  business”. 

Nobody  should  travel  to' 
Afghanistan.  Algeria.  Burun¬ 
di,  Iraq,  Liberia,  Somalia  and 
Western  Sahara.  The  FO  also 
warns  against  going  to  Bou- 
gainviffe  Island  .in  Papua 
New  Guinea,  the  ^Chechen 

Republic  of  Russia.  Irian  Jaya 

in  Indonesia,  Jammu  and:; 
Kashmir.  India,  and  to.  Kivu, 
in  Zaire.- 

There  is  also  a  warning, 
against  travelling  unless  on 
essential  buriness  .  to  Angola, 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina. 
Central  African  Republic, 
Rwanda,  Tajikistan.  Zaire 
and  to  eastern  and  southeast: 
em  Turkey.  ' 


rievv  and  yery.  successful  budr 
get  pass  to  non-Etisney  parks. 
This  pass  is  part  of  an  alliance 
between  Universal  and  a; 
number  of  Orlando  .  hotels, 
which  includes  free  transfer 
from  the  hotels  as  well  as  other 
benefits. 

The  Universal  budget  pass 
was  brought  in  last  May  to 
combat  Disney's  market  dom¬ 
inance  and  offers  a  five-day 
ticket  for  adults  to  foe  three 
main  non-Disney  Orlando 
Parks  for  about  £66,  almost 
half  the  £124  cost  of  a  five-day 
pass  to  the  Disney  parks. 
Nearly  a  million.  British  holi¬ 


daymakers  -will  visit,  Waft 
Disney  World  this  year.’ 

Universal’s  success  with  the 
admission  tickets  has  rankled 
Disney  and  forced  it  to  take  a 
tough  line  with  hotels  in  foe 
Universal  alliance,  allegedly 
stopping  them  from  sdling 
Disney  tickets.  Already  file 
move  has  hit  British  holiday¬ 
makers.  Debbie  Gilmour,  on 
holiday  from  Glasgow  and 
staying  at  the  Gateway 
EconoLodge  in  Orlando,  told 
US  news  media  who  are 
avidly  reporting  the  battle 
between  foe  theme  park 
giants:  “When  I  got  to  foe  hotel 


1  wanted  to  buy  Disney  tickets 
and  they  told  me  they  could 
not  sell  them.  1  did  not  believe 
it."  She  eventually  found  tick¬ 
ets  at  a  shopping  mall  near  by 
but  she  said  that  it  was  a 
“horrible  inconvenience”. 

The  Embassy  Suites  in  Or¬ 
lando  is  reported  to  be  another 
hotd,  which  is  on  foe  alleged 
Disney  “blacklist". 

The  threat  of  litigation  is 
causing  both  sides  to  maintain 
a  public  silence  on  foe  dispute, 
although  a  Disney  spokesman 
in  London  confirmed  that 
Disney  had  recently  launched 
its  own  marketing  alliance 


with  “about  50  non-Disney 
hotels  in  Orlando  under  our 
‘good  neighbour’  scheme". 

Behind  the  ticketing  dispute 
is  Disney's  concern  over 
Universal’s  new  £1.6  billion 
expansion  plans  over  foe  next 
two  years  to  triple  the  size  of  its 
existing  theme  park  and  build 
four  new  resort  hotels.  Univer¬ 
sal  is  also  joining  plans  by  the 
local  authority  to  build  a  £141 
million  light-rail  system  that 
will  link  foe  airport,  the  major 
tourist  holds  and  the  theme 
parks  —  apart  from  Disney. 
Disney,  in  turn,  is  spending 
an  estimated  E2  billion  on  a 


new  animal-based  theme 
park,  a  sports  complex  and 
new  hotels  by  foe  end  of  foe 
century. 

Tourist  analysts,  however, 
remain  doubtful  whether  Or¬ 
lando's  visitor  growth  —  pro¬ 
jected  at  5  per  cent  per  annum 
—  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  this 
increased  incapacity.  Interna¬ 
tional  markets  —  of  which  the 
UK  is  foe  leader  with  13 
million  visitors  this  year  — 
remain  vulnerable  10  fears 
over  violence.  Visitor  numbers 
from  Germany,  for  example, 
were  halved  after  the  shooting 
of  a  German  tourist  last  year. 


Fuel  rise 
will  hit 
package 
tours 

By  Harvey  Eujott 


HOLIDAYMAKERS  could 
face  surcharges  next  summer 
because  of  a  sudden  big  rise  in 
the  price  of  aviation  fuel. 

The  surcharges  are  likely  to 
be  imposed  on  packages, 
which  indude  flights  on 
1  scheduled  airlines  that  have 
not  “hedged"  their  fuel  costs, 
or  where  the  tour  operator 
does  not  have  a  “no  sur¬ 
charge"  guarantee. 

An  emergency  meeting  of 
the  world's  leading  scheduled 
airlines  was  told  this  week 
that  foe  price  of  aviation  fuel 
has  gone  up  by  43  per  cent  in 
the  past  12  months  and  by  37 
per  cent  since  June  alone. 

As  fuel  prices  account  for 
nearly  II  per  cent  of  total 
operating  costs,  airlines  have 
dedded  to  apply  for  an  across- 
the-board  increase  on  pub¬ 
lished  scheduled  fares  of  3  per 
cent  from  December  15. 

None  of  the  major  interna¬ 
tional  airlines  has  demanded 
extra  money  from  tour  opera¬ 
tors  to  pay  for  the  higher 
charges  and  most  need  to  give 
at  least  ten  weeks’  notice  of  an 
intention  to  increase  the  price. 
But  Chris  Kirker.  chairman  of 
the  Assodation  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  Tour  Operators,  warned 
that  they  would  fight  any 
attempt  to  pass  on  foe  addi¬ 
tional  costs  to  his  members. 

“Three  per  cent  across  the 
board  is  not  warranted,"  he 
said.  "We  will  resist  any  move 
to  impose  such  an  increase  on 
our  members  who  have  al¬ 
ready  published  their  bro¬ 
chures  and  who  therefore 
cannot  pass  any  increase  on  to 
their  customers." 

Most  big  charter  airlines 
have  "hedged"  foe  cost  of 
buying  fuel  and  are  unlikely  to 
feel  the  effect  of  the  increases 
until  next  winter. 

Tour  operators  now  buying 
seats  on  charter  airlines  are 
well  into  their  winter  season 
and  the  prices  quoted  in  their 
brodiures  are,  generally, 
guaranteed  throughout  foe 
season.  The  big  airlines 
bought  forir  fuel  for  this 
winter  in  April  and.  for  a 
small  premium,  guaranteed 
that  they  would  not  have  to 
pay  more  whatever  happened 
to  the  spot  market  price. 

In  July,  when  they  made 
their  long-term  purchases  for 
next  summer,  aviation  fuel 
was  selling  at  $180  a  ran.  By- 
last  week  this  had  risen  to 
$220  a  ton  and  yesterday  it 
was  trading  at  $250  a  ton. 
Experts  predict  that  foe  price 
rise  will  slow  down,  and  could 
fall  back  to  about  $220  a  ion  by 
the  end  of  the  winieT. 

But  even  so,  attheend  of  foe 
winter  season,  when  airlines 
have  to  buy  their  fuel  for  next 
winter,  they  could  face  in¬ 
creases  of  at  least  25  per  cent 

The  reason  for  foe  increase 
is  foe  surge  in  demand  for  air 
travel  together  with  the  clo¬ 
sure  of  a  number  of  refineries. 


I  AN  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER  THE  V-  TIMES 


HOTEL  OFFERS  FOR 
EUROSTAR  TRAVELLERS 


Visitors  to  the  Central  American  country  are  attracted  by  its  lakes  and  volcanoes 

Guatemala  wants  warning  lifted 


iii  § 


ByTojw  Dawe  ' 

THE  foreign  Office  has  been 
asked  to  lift  its  formal  warning 
to*  travellers  to  Guatemala, 
which  attracts  600,000 visitors 
eway  year  but  only  a  few 
hundred  from  Britain. 

■Richard  Callaway,  foe  coun- 
pys  recently  appointed  direc¬ 
tor  of  tourism,  has  met  senior 
consular  officials  in  London  to 
convince  them  that  tourists 
can  travel  safely  and  to  re¬ 
mand  them  that  America  has 
witdfawn  its  warnings. 


“I  have  asked  the  Foreign 
Office  to  evaluate  the  mea¬ 
sures  we  are  taking  and  to 
reconsider  its  travel  advice," 
Mr  Callaway  said.  “Security 
in  the  main  areas  of  Guatema¬ 
la  City  has  been  tightened  and 
we  are  making  our  highways 
safer'  with  better  signs  and 
paving  to  prevent  vehicles 
from  having  to  slow  down." 

The  Foreign  Office  warns 
travellers  that  “violent  crime  is 
prevalent  throughout  the 
country,  muggers  are  often 
well  armed  and  armed  attacks 


on  public  buses  are  common". 
However;  it  does  not  advise 
people  to  avoid  the  country 
altogether. 

The  call  for  a  change  in 
attitude  is  supported  by  Trips 
Worldwide,  the  Bristol-based 
company,  which  specialises  in 
Central  American  holidays. 
“We  have  organised  tailor- 
made  itineraries  for  hundreds 
of  clients  and  no  one  has 
returned  with  any  personal 
experiences  of.  crime  or  vio¬ 
lence,  “  -Jo  Campbell,  Trips 
director  said. 


on  time 


HOLIDAYMAKERS  flying 
from  Birmingham  antTLuton 
earfy  this  summer  were  more, 
likely  to.  take  off  on  time-than 
those  flying  from  other  ait; 
pons,  according  totite  Depart¬ 
ment  of  TVansport,  Harvey 
EHiatimites-  .  -  " 

Sbflyfive  per'  cent  of  flights 
from  Birmingham  and  M  per 
cenrfrcm  Luton  Left  wilhm  15 
minutes  of  the  scheduled  .time, 
according  to  figures  compiled 
0  the  departments#  the  Choi 


Aviation  Authority.  Only  46 
per  cent  of  those  takin|  off 
from  Gatwick.were  within  15 
minutes  of  the  published  time. 
.  While  charter .  flights  suf- 
feredi  scheduled  airlines  were 
much  more  punctual.  Eighty 
per  pent  of  all  the  scheduled 
.flights  monitored  were  on  time 
in  foe  second  quarter  of  this 
year— 2  per  cent  fewer  than  in 
foe  same  period  last  year: 

The  txMimeperfonTiance.of 
scheduled  services  slipped  at 


six  of  the  seven  airports 
covered  in  the  survey  and  only 
Birmingham,  with  a  punctual¬ 
ity  rate  of  88  per  cent,  was  the 
same  as  in  the  second  quarter 

of  1995,  . 

Regional  airports  generally 
performed  better  with  both 
scheduled  and  .charter  flights 
than  those  serving  London. 
On  average.  ‘78  per  cent  of 
scheduled  flights  and  49  per 
cent  of  charters  from  London's 
four  main. airports  were  with¬ 


in  15  minutes  of  foe  published 
time,  while  at  foe  regional 
airports  of  Manchester, 
Birmingham  and  Glasgow  foe 
averages  were  80  per  cent  and 
52  per  cent  respectively. 

When  foe  figures  for  the 
peak  summer  period  are  pro¬ 
duced  they  are  expected  to 
show  a  further  decline  in 
punctuality,  despite  a  10  per 
cent  fall  in  foe  number  of 
charter  flights  during  the 
summer. 


••  More  than  100  hotels  to  choose 
from  in  Paris,  Brussels  or  lille  jj  j 

•  Prices  to  suit  all 

•  Stay  three  nights 

The, Times  has  yet  another  fabulous  offer  to  make  your  Eurostar  trip  more 
enjoyable  —  discounts  on  hotels  in  Paris.  Brussels  or  Lille. 

We  have  linked  up  with  Cresta.  the  UK'S  leading  short  break  specialist,  to  offer 
readers  travelling  pu  our  free  Eurostar  ticket  a  choice  of  more  than  100  hotels 
with  a  range  of  star  ratings  and  prices  to  suit  every  taste  and  budget 
l  ' .  ‘•The  prices  are  based  on  two  adults  Sharing  a  twin/double  room  and  include 
torrtmerttal  breakfast 

TTOWTO  get  your  hotel  discount  brochure 

.Collect  three  differently  numbered  hotel  discount  tokens  from  the  six 
.  appearing  m  The  Times  this  week  and  send  them  with  your  21  Eurostar 

.  r* — - j  tokens  and  the  official  Eurostar  free  ticket  application 

1  THE^ftfoTlMES  1  form  which  wiff  be  published  again  on  Saturday. 

!  !  You  will  receive  a  free  16-page  colour  brochure  from 

!  -  -  j  y0ur  £Urostar  information  pack,  listing  the 

j  HOTEL  j  hotels,  prices,  special  offers  and  a  booking  hotline 
!  DISCOUNT  |  number.  There  is  a  booking  fee  of  £20  and  special  supple- 
i  TOKEN  4  >  ments  may  apply.  Before  you  book  your  hotel(s)  you  must 

L. _ _ 1  have  confirmed  dates  of  travel  from  Eurostar. 
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Fee-paying  adds  value 


John  O’Leary 
explains  the 


SMONWAUCR 


benefits  of 


paying  for  an 


independent 


education 


Independent  schools,  as 
usual,  dominated  yester¬ 
day's  examination 
league  tables.  Although 
quirks  in  the  system  may 
undervalue  the  performance 
of  many  of  the  leading  lights, 
the  quality  of  the  sector  still 
shines  through. 

Winning  a  place  in  an  elite 
school,  such  as  Westminster  or 
St  Paul's,  in  London,  is  not 
easy.  They  are  among  the 
most  selective  in  the  country 
and  many  of  the  big  city  day 
schools  have  at  least  five 
applicants  for  every  place. 

Statistics  suggest  that  if  a 
child  is  no  more  than  average 
academically,  it  is  still  worth 
parting  with  the  fees  for  what 
were  once  known  condescend¬ 
ingly  as  minor  public  schools. 

Studies  earned  out  for  the 
Department  for  Education 
and  Employment  show  that 
sixth-formers  with  modest 
GCSE  results  do  better  at 
independent  schools. 

Last  year's  DFEE  analysis 
found  that  independent  school 
pupils  outscored  those  in  the 
state  system  at  every  level.  Of 
those  achieving  less  than  the 
equivalent  of  eight  C  grades  at 
GCSE.  almost  half  of  private¬ 
ly-educated  candidates  scored 
at  least  ten  points  at  A  level, 
compared  with  less  than  a 
quarter  of  these  in  the  state 
sector. 

Nick  Bevan,  the  headmaster 
of  Shiplake  College,  at  Henley- 
on-Thames.  says:  “Schools  like 
ours  take  kids  from  a  wide 
range  of  backgrounds,  and 
our  recent  inspections  said  we 
were  producing  above-aver¬ 
age  results  with  average  pu¬ 
pils.  The  top  schools  are  taking 
people  who  are  going  to  get 
four  As  anywhere,  but  for 
some  of  our  boys  a  couple  of 
Es  is  a  real  achievement" 

The  secret  of  Shiplake* 
success,  according  to  Mr  Bev¬ 
an.  lies  in  small  classes  and  a 
dedicated  staff.  Most  boys  are 
restricted  to  eight  GCSEs, 
allowing  them  an  extra  lesson 
a  week  in  each  subject. 

Mr  Bevan.  who  is  the  next 
chairman  of  the  Society  of 
Headmasters  and  Head  mis- 
of  Independent 


Head  aims 
to  build  up 
new  school 


Portland  Place  school  is  hoping  word  of  mouth  will  increase  its  number  of  pupils 


PORTLAND  Place  School  in 
central  London  is  one  of  those 
rare  phenomena  —  a  new 
independent  secondary 
school.  David  Charter  mites.' 

More  than  El  million  has 
been  put  into  the  ambitious 
venture  to  carve  out  a  niche  in 
one  of  the  country's  most 
demanding  markets. 

Obtaining  and  refurbishing 
two  impressive  listed  Geor¬ 
gian  houses  in  Portland  Place 
to  cater  for  up  to  250  il  to  18- 
y ear-old  boys  and  girls  was 
the  easy  part  Now  it  is  up  to 
Richard  Walker,  the  head¬ 
master,  and  his  24  staff  to 
convince  parents  to  spend  the 
£5£35  annual  lees  on  a  place. 

"It  will  lake  some  time 
because  the  main  way  parents 
hear  about  you  is  through 
word  of  mouth,"  says  Mr 
Walker,  farmer  bead  of  chem¬ 
istry  at  St  Paul’s  Girls  School 
in  London.  “But  if  you  have 
got  one  happy  customer  it 
generally  means  a  couple 
more  wfll  be  referred.’' 

Portland  Place  was  set  up 
by  the  Davies  Laing  and  Dick 
group  which  already  runs  ten 
prep,  pre-prep  and  sixth  form 
colleges.  It  started  in  tempo¬ 
rary  buildings  before  moving 
to  its  present  site,  and  offers 
the  national  curriculum  range 
to  small  dass  groups.  For 
sports  it  uses  nearby  Regent’s 
Park,  die  local  authority  pool 
and  a  private  gym. 

There  are  currently  110  pu¬ 
pils.  Thu  summer  it  had  an 
excellent  A  level  average  of  22 
points  —  for  its  two  entrants. 

Mr  Walker  adds:  "I  don't 
think  people  choose  schools 
mainly  on  exam  results,  they 
choose  it  on  the  people  they 
meet  and  faith  in  the  head 
and  staff.  Frankly,  when 
parents  come  here  they  are 
interviewing  me." 


tresses 


Schools,  added:  “League  ta¬ 
bles  do  have  a  damaging 
impact  because  parents  auto¬ 
matically  assume  that  schools 
above  us  are  better,  rather 
than  just  having  a  better 
clientele.  Once  we  are  able  to 
show  the  improvement  be¬ 
tween  13  and  16.  we  will  show 
up  well.” 

That  time  is  not  far  off.  now 
that  the  main  independent 
schools’  associations  have 
agreed  to  test  pupils  on  entry 
and  compile  their  own  “value 


added”  tables.  Riot  projects 
will  start  in  a  number  of 
schools  next  year  and  may  be 
introduced  nationally  in  1998. 

The  Girls’  Schools  Associ¬ 
ation.  which  is  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  scheme,  hopes 
that  the  45-mmuTe  tests  may 
become  the  model  tor  all 
schools  in  England.  The  aim  is 
to  measure  IQ.  prior  achieve¬ 
ment  and  potential,  allowing 
academics  at  Durham  Univer¬ 
sity  to  assess  each  year* 
GCSE  results  against  pupils’ 


natural  ability.  Until  the  new 
system  is  introduced,  parents 
w01  have  to  rely  mainly  on 
recommendations  to  find  the 
good  schools  that  the  league 
tables  fail  to  identify.  A  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  independent 
schools  are  also  making  their 
inspection  reports  available  to 
parents. 

A  handful  of  independent 
schools  undergo  inspections 
by  the  Office  for  Standards  in 
Education  each  year,  but  there 
are  two  similar  inspection 


systems  operating  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector.  The  Headmasters’ 
and  Headmistresses*  Confer¬ 
ence  organises  teams  of  senior 
staff  to  inspect  its  members' 
schools,  while  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Schools  Joint  Council 
deals  with  other  associations. 

Schools  are  not  obliged  to 
publish  inspection  findings, 
but  most  will  issue  them. 
Although  not  as  hard-hitting 
as  Ofsted  reports,  they  are  an 
invaluable  source  of  informa¬ 
tion  to  parents. 
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Chance  to 
catch  up 
on  league 
tables 


READERS  who  missed  yes¬ 
terday's  school  league  tables 
have  two  immediate  opportu¬ 
nities  to  catch  up  with  the 
results. 

The  24-page  results  supple¬ 
ment  published  in  The  Times 
is  available  through  the 
paper’s  internet  edition,  and 
booklets  giving  the  full  statis¬ 
tics  for  every  local  authority 
area  can  be  ordered  from  the 
Department  for  Education 
and  Employment 

The  tables  are  already 
available  in  the  back  issues 
section  of  Interactive  Times . 
which  can  be  found  at: 
http:  /  /  www.the-tiraes.co.uk. 
They  will  remain  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  section  of  Information 
Times. 

Central  libraries  will  stock 
tables  for  their  area,  but 
members  of  the  public  may 
order  their  own  copies  via 
Freephone  0800  242322  or  by 
writing  to:  School  and  College 
Performance  Tables,  DFEE. 
Freepost  (LON  6283),  London 
E3  3BR.  The  information  will 
also  appear  on  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  internet  site. 

Separate  booklets  for  each 
area  include  information  on 
vocational  qualifications  and 
the  number  of  pupils  receiv¬ 
ing  help  for  special  education¬ 
al  needs,  as  weQ  as  statistics 
on  GCSE.  A  levels  and  ab¬ 
sence  records. 


TOMORROW 


School  or 
college? 
With  more 
teenagers 
than  ever 
wanting 
a  change  of 
scene  after 
GCSE ,  we 
weigh  up  the 
options  and 
look  at  the 
marketing 
war 


Why  children  at 
prep  schools  get 
the  best 


David  Tytleron  the  benefits  of  small  class  sizes 
and  specialist  teaching  in  the  private  sector 


As  parents  scour  the 
Government’s  GCSE 
league  tables  to  see 
bow  well  their  local  schools 
have  done,  they  may  also  be 
wondering  how  they  can 
assess  how  well  their  own 
children  win  do  in  the 
examination. 

The  best  predictor  of 
GCSE  grades,  says  David 
Hanson,  director  of  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  Incorporated 
Association  of  Preparatoiy 
Schools  (IAPS).  are  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  national  curricu¬ 
lum  tests  for  Il-yearolds  — 
Key  Stage  2  Sals,  in  the 
jargon. 

He  says:  “The  tests  are  a 
sound  prediction  of  future 
performance.  Prep  schools 
have  very  good  results  at 
Key  Stage  2  and  they  are 
gaining  in  importance  for 
parents  choosing  a  school" 
At  Key  Stage  2  this  year.  91 
per  cent  of  IAPS  pupils 
gained  national  curriculum 
level  4  or  above  in  English 
compared  with  the  reported 
national  average  of  56  per 
cent;  89  per  cent  achieved  the 
same  levels  in  mathematics 
compared  with  the  reported 
53  per  cent. 

In  science,  IAPS  schools 
scored  93  per  cent  compared 
with  the  state  school  average 
of  82  per  cent.  In  English,  39 
per  cent  of  prep  school 
pupils  reached  level  5  or 
above;  48  per  cent  in  mathe¬ 
matics  and  41  per  cent  in 
science. 


The  prep  school  results 
wfll  not  be  published 
when  the  state  school 
figures  are  published  next 
March. _  But  they  .  will  be 
available  to  prospective  par¬ 
ents.  particularly  If  the 
school  has  done  welL  While 
it  Is  not  compulsory,  most 
prep  schools  follow  the:  nat¬ 
ional  curriculum,  and  enter 
their  pupils  for  the  end  of 
key  stage  tests  at  11. 

Hugh  Davies  Jones,  chair¬ 
man  of  IAPS  and  Headmas¬ 
ter  of  St  Andrew*  School 
Eastbourne,  says:  “These 
.tests  were  externally  madked 
and  subject  to  the  same' 
rigorous  audit  as  those  in 
state  schools.  The  results 
demonstrate  that  standards 
remain  very  high  in  prep 
schools,  particularly  in  the 
“three  Rs\ 

“Of  course,  preparatory 
schools  should  be  outscoring 
their  state  counterparts,  not 
only  because  of  our  small 
dass  sizes  and  specialist 
teaching,  but  because  we 
have  enjoyed  freedom  and 
independence  over  the  past 
25  years  of  turbulent  educa¬ 
tional  history." 


Mr  Hanson  says:  “The 
most  marked  difference  be¬ 
tween  Slate  schools  and  prep 
schools  at  Key  Stage  2  is 
probably  specialist  subject 
teaching.  As  children  pro¬ 
gress  through  prep  school, 
they  gradually  change  from 
whole-class  to  subject-based 
teaching.  At  the  end  of  Key 
Stage  2,  some  pupils  are 
working  at  GCSE  teveL  It  is 
unacceptable  to  expect  a 
single  dass  teacher  to  be  able 
to  teach  all  ten  subjects  of  the 
iwh'nnal  curriculum  to  this 
leveL 

“Sadly  it  would  appear 
that  in  our  country,  status  is 
attached  to  the  age  of  the 
children  we  teach.  This  atti¬ 
tude  is  not  only  wrong,  it  is 
vmy  damaging  and  inhibits 
graduate  subject  specialists 
from  entering  primary 
schools.  So  far  this  problem 
is  lus  prevalent  in  prep 
sdibols  and  they  continue  to 
benefit  from  an  increasingly 
young,  dynamic  and  talent¬ 
ed  teaching  force.” 

The  other  lay  factor,  says  . 
Mr  Hanson,  is  the  number 
of  children  in  a  dass:  The 
skills  of  the.  teacher  may  be 
paramount,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  a  teacher  can  give 
more  time  and  attention  to  a 
dass  of  15  or  20  than  he  or 
die  can  to  a  dass  of  30  Or  40. 
Small  classes  are  very  popu¬ 
lar  with  parents  and  another 
reason  why  they  choose  prep 
schools  and  why  teachers 
enjoy  working  in  them." 

The  good  prep  school  will 
have  features  common  to  all 
good  schools.  It  will  treat  its 
children  as  individuals  who 
matter,  provide  security  and 
firm  but  fair  discipline,  en¬ 
suring  that  they  leave  well 
prepared  for  senior  school  as 


mature  young  adults. 

A  visit  to  the  school  will 
reveal  much:  the  way  child¬ 
ren  behave,  whether  they  are 
friendly,  happy  and  confi¬ 
dent  and  trusted  to  show, 
visitors  round  the  school 
Visiting  parents  will  learn 
more  about  what  goes  on  in 
a  school  from  a  pupil  in  a 
matter  of  minutes  than  they 
wfll  horn  the  head  in.  a  day. 

Among  the  questions  to 
ask  are:  Does  the  school 
have  a  strong  music  or  art 
department?  Is  there  a 
strong  spotting  tradition? 
Which  senior  schools  do  the 
pupils  move  on  to?  How 
many  scholarships  do  its 
pupils  receive  .  for  senior 
schools? 

If  you  are  not  made  to  feel 
welcome,  think  again.  A 
warm  welcome  is  the  least 
you  should  expect  from  a 
school  that  wfll  be  charging 
around  £9.000  a  year  for 
boarding  and  £6,000  for  a 
day  pupfl.  -  - 


P  rep  schools  do  have 
the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  choose 
those  parts  of  the  national 
curriculum  Much  they  think 
are  in  tire  best  interests  of 
their  children.  Mr.  Hanson 
says:  “Most  IAPS  schools  do 
follow  the  revised  national 
curriculum  but  consider  it  to 

be  a  minimum  speeificMtifm 

“The  National  Curriculum 
can  never  provide  sufficient 
conditions  for  learning,  nor 
does  it  describe  the  culture, 
values,  or  ethos  of  the  school 
yet  these  aspects  are  critical 
in  providing  a  quality  learn¬ 
ing  environment  They  are 
one  of  the  strengths  of  prep 
sdibols  and  greatly  .influ¬ 
ence  parental  dunce." 


Prep  school  children  do  well  in  the  Key  Stage  2  tests 
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directive  was  validly  made 


United  Kingdom  v  Council  of 
the  European  Union 

CaseC-84/94 

Before  G.  C.  Rodriguez  lefesias. 
President  and  Judges  g.  F. 
Mancini.  J.  C.  Mdtinho  de 
Almeida.  J.  L.  Murray.  L.  Sevan. 
C.  N.  Kakouris,  P.  J.  G.  Kapteyn. 
C  Gulmann,  D.  A.  O.  Edward  j- 
P.  Puissochw.  G.  Hirsch,  p.  Jann 

*  and  H.  Ragnemalm  . 

Advocate  General  P.  L£ger 
(Opinion  March  12) 

(Judgment  November  12f 

The  Conmuxuty  directive  whit* 

,  provided,  inter  alia,  that  the  av- 
'  erage  weekly  working  time  of 
;  workers  was :  not  to  exceed  48 . 

•.  hours,  had  been  correctly  adapted 

ontfw  basisaf  article  118a  of  the  EC 

'Treaty.' rather  than  cat  that  of 
article  100  or  article  235.  and  was 
not  inconsistent  with  the  principle 
of  subsidiarity. 

The  Court  of  Justice  of  the 
European  Communities  so  held,  . 
inter  alia,  when  dismissing  for  the 
most  part  an  application  by  the 
United  Kingdom  under  article  173 
of  the  EC  Treaty  for  the  annulment 
of  Ccaradl  Directive  93/104/EC  of 
November  23,  1993  concerning 

•  certain  aspects  of  the  organisation 
of  working  lime  (QJ  1993  L307  pl8) 
and  alternatively  for  the  annul¬ 
ment  of  article  4.  the  first  and 

.  second  sentences  of  articles,  article 
'  b<ZI  and  arnde  7  of  the  directive. 

The  court  allowed  the  applica- 
tion  to  the  extent  of  annulling  the 
Second  sentence  of  article  5. 

Article  .100  of  the  Treaty  pro¬ 
vides;  The  Council  shall  acting' 
unanimously  on  a-  proposal  from 
the  Commission  . . .  issue 
directives  far  the  approximation  of 
such  laws,  regulations  or  admin¬ 
istrative  provisions  of  the  member 
rotates  as  directly  affect  the 
J  establishment  or  functioning  of  the 
common  market."  . 

Article  118a  provides:  “(1)  Mem¬ 
ber  stales  shall  pay  particular 
attention  to  encouraging  improve¬ 
ments,  especially  in  the  working 
environment,  as  regards  the  health 
and  safety  of  workers,  and  shall  set 
r  as.,  .their. .  abjective,  the 
harmonisation  of  conditions  in  this 

area,  while  maintaining  the 
improvements  made.  ... 

“O  In  order  to  help  achieve  the 
objective  {aid  down  in  the  first 
paragraph,  (be  Council  acting  in 
accordance'  with  the  procedure 
referred  to.  in  article  189c  [proce¬ 
dure  tar  acting  by  a  qualified 
majority)  ~\shsjl  adopt  by  means 


of  directives,  minim  lira  requtre- 
tnents-  for  ..gradual-  implementa¬ 
tion,  having  regard  .to  the 
;  conditions  7  and  technical  rules 
obtaining  in  each  of  the  member 
states. . . 

“(3)  The  provisions  adopted  - 
pursuant  to  this  article  shall  not 
prevent  any  member  state  from', 
maintaining  or  introducing  more 
stncgml  measures  for  thi  protaj- 
ticsi  of  working  conditions  compel-  ■ 

.  ibte-with  IhisTVeaty."  • 

•Aitlde235provides:“lf action  by 
the  Community  should,  prove  nec¬ 
essary  to  attain  .. .  one  of  the 
objectives  of  the  Community  and 
this  7Yeaiy  has  not  provided  the 
necessary  powers,  the  ‘  Council  ' 
shall  acting  unanimously  on  a 
proposal  frt^1  the  Commission.. . 
take  the  appropriate  measures": 

-In  its- judgment. the.  European 
Court  of  Justice  held: 

The  .  directive,  in  accordance ' 
with  article  1,  laid  down  minimum 
health  and  safety  requirements  for 
the  organisation  of  working  time, 
and  applied  to .  all  sectors  of 
activity,  both  public  and  private,  in 
the  meaning  of  article  2  of  Council  ' 
Directive  89/39WEEC  of  June  12, . 
1989  on  the  introduction  of  mea¬ 
sures  to  encourage  improvements 
in  the  safety  amf  health  of  workers 

at  work  (OJ  198?  L183  pi).  with 
certain  exceptions. 

Under,  section  II  of  the  directive, 
member  states  were  obliged  to  take 
measures  neoessaiy  to  ensure  that 
every  worker  was.  entitled  to  a 
minimum  daily  rest  period  of  II 
consecutive  .  hours  per  .  24-hour 
period  (article  3).  to  V  rest  break 
where  the  working  day  was  longer 
than  six  hours,  the  details  of  such 
break  to.be  determined  by  the  two 
sides  of  indu&ry  or  by  national 
legislation  {article  4j,  to  a  mini-  . 
mum  uninterrupted  rest  period  of 
24  hours  in  each  seven-day  period, 
plus  the  11  hours  daily,  rest  referred 
to'  in  article  3  (artide  5,  first  - 
sentence},  such  period  in  principle 
to  indude  Sunday  (artideS,  second 
sentence),  and  to  four  weeks' 
annual  paid  leave. 

Ankle  6  required  member  stales 
to  .take  the  measures  necessary,  to 
ensure  that  the.  period  of  weekly 
working  time  was  determined  by 
the  two  .  rides  .of  industry -or  by 
national  legislation,  provided  that 
the  average  working  time  for  each 
seven-day  period,  including  over¬ 
time,  did  not  exceed  48  hours. 

Section  DI  contained  various 
requirements  concerning  night 
work,  shift  work  and  patterns  of 


work,  and  section 'IV  contained 
miscellaneous  provisions. 

In  support  of  Its  application,  the 
United  Kingdom  relied  on  four 
pleas,  alleging:-:  (!)  that  the  legal 
basis  of  the  directive  was  defective, 
12)  breach  of'  tile-  principle  .of 
'  proportionality.  (3)  misuse  of  pow- 
enCantf  iftf  infringememof  essen¬ 
tial  procedural  requirements. 

The  first  plea 

The  United  Kingdom  contended 
that  the  directive  should  have  been 
adopted  on  the  basis  of  artide  100 
or  235  of  the  Treaty,  which  re¬ 
quired  unanimity  within  the  Coun¬ 
cil  rather  than,  as  was  the  case,  on 
the  basis  of  artide  118a. 

The  United  Kingdom  argued, 
first,"  that  artide .  118a  had  to  be 
regard  ed  as  an  exception  to  artide 
100.  which,  pursuant  to  artide 
lOOafZ).  was  the-  article  that 
covered  provisions  "relating  to  the 
rights -and  interests  of  employed 
persons”,  and  must  therefore  be 
strictly  interpreted. 

As  the  Court  had  pointed  out  in 
Opinion  2/91  Q1993]  ECR  1-1061 
paragraph  17),  artide  U8a  con¬ 
ferred  orr  the  Community  internal 
legislative  competence  in  the  area 
of  social  polity.  .  The  existence  of 
other  provisions  did  not  have  the 
effect  of  restricting  the  scope  of 
artide  118a..  . 

Appearing  as  it  did  in  the 
chapter  of  the  Treaty  dealing  with 
social  provisions,  artide  118a  re¬ 
lated  only  to  measures  concerning 
the  .protection. of  the  health  and 
safety  of  workers,  and  therefore 
constituted  -a  more  specific  rule 
than  artictei  )0Q  arid  100a. 

Thar  argument  therefore  could 
not.be  accepted.  . 

Second,  referring  to  the  wording 
afartiefc  118a,  the  United  Kingdom 
argued  that  that  provision  permit-  . 
tea  the  adoption  only  of  directives 
which  had  a  genuine  and  objective 
link  to  the  health  and  safety  or 
workers,  -and  that  foal  did 'nor 
apply  to  measures;  concerning 
working  time,  leave  and  rest 
periods,  whose  connection  with  the 
health  arid  safety  of  workers  was 
too  tenuous. 

.  That  interpretation,  it  was  said, 
was  borne  out  by  the  expression 
“working  environment”  used  in 
artide  118a.  which  implied  that 
directives  based  on  that  provision 
must  be  concerned  only  with 
physical  conditions  and  risks  ar  the 
workplace. 

However,  there  was  nothing  in 
the  wording  of  article  U8a  to 
indicate  that  the  concepts  of  "work¬ 


ing  environment",  "safety"  and 
“health"  as  used  m  that  provision 
should,  in  the  absence  of  other 
indications,  be  interpreted  resrrfc- 
uvefy,  and  not  as  embracing  all 
factors,  physical  or  otherwise, 
capable  of  affecting  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  worker  in.his  working 
environment,  including  in  particu¬ 
lar  certain  aspects  of  the  organis¬ 
ation  of  working  time.  T 

On  the  contrary,  the .  words 
“especially  in  the  working  environ¬ 
ment”  militated  in  favour  of  a 
.  broad  interpretation  of  the  powers 
which  article  IlSa  conferred  on  the 
Council,  for  the  protection,  of  the 
health  and  safety  of  workers. 

The  United  Kingdom  Anther 
argued  that,  in  view  of  the  ref¬ 
erence  to  "minimum  require¬ 
ments"  in  article  1180(2},  that 
provision  empowered  the  Council 
to  adopt. harmonisation  measures 
only  at  a  level  acceptable  to  all 
member  states  and  constituting  a 
minimum  benchmark. 

In  conferring  on  the  Council 
power  to  lay  down  minimum 
requirements,  artide  1 18a  did  not 
pre-judge  the  extent  of  the  action 
which  that  institution  might  con¬ 
sider  necessary  In  order  to  carry 
out  the  task  expressly  assigned  to 
it,  namely,  to  work  in  favour  erf 
improved  conditions,  as  regarded 
the  health  and  safety  or  workers, 
while  maintaining  the  improve¬ 
ments  made. 

-  The  significance  of  "minimum 
requirements”  was  simply,  as  arti¬ 
cle  IlSaP)  confirmed,  that  member 
states  were  authorised  to  adapt 
more  stringent  measures  ■  than 
those  forming  the  subject  matter  of 
Community-  action:  see  Opinion 
2/91  (paragraph  18). 

;  The  Court  then  held  that  there 
was  no  support  in  the  wording  of 
artide  118a  for  the  United  King¬ 
dom's  third  argument'  to  the  effect 
that  Community  action  should  be 
restricted  to  specific  measures 
applicable  to  given  groups  of 
workers  in  particular  situations, 
while  measures  for  wider  purposes 
should  be  adopted  on  the  basis  of 
artide  100. 

Artide  l]8a  referred  to  “work¬ 
ers"  generally  and  stated  that  the 
objective  which  it  pursued  was  to 
be  achieved  by  the  harmonisation 
of  "conditions"  in  general  existing 
in  the  area  of  the  health  and  safety 
of  those  workers. 

In  addition,  the  delimitation  of 
the  respective  fields  of  application 
of  articles  100  and  100a,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  artide  118a.  on  the 


other,  rested  not  on  a  distinction 
between  between  the  possibility  of 
adopting  general  measures  in  the 
former  case  and  particular  ernes  in 
the  tailer.  but  on  the  prindpal  aim 
of  the  measure  envisaged. 

It  followed  that  where  the  prin¬ 
cipal  aim  of  the  measure  in 
question  was  the  protection  of  the 
health  and  safety  of  workers, 
article  IlSa  must  be  used,  although 
such  a  measure  might  have  an¬ 
cillary  effects  on  the  establishment 
and  functioning  of  the  internal 
market. 

It  was  in  the  light  of  those, 
among  other  considerations  that 
the  Court  bad  to  examine  whether 
the  directive  was  properly  adopted 
on  the  basis  erf  artide  118a. 

Choice  of  legal  basis 

As  pan  of  the  system  of  Com¬ 
munity  competence,  the  choice  of 
the  legal  basis  fora  measure  had  to 
be  based  on  objective  factors  which 
were  amenable  to  judida]  review, 
including,  in  particular,  the  aim 
and  content  of  the  measure. 

As  to  the  aim  of  the  directive,  the 
United  Kingdom  argued  that  it 
represented  a  continuation  of  ear¬ 
lier  Community  initiatives 
concerning  the  organisation  of 
workingtime  m  the  interests  of  job 
creation  and  reduced  unemploy¬ 
ment,  and  was  in  reality  a  measure 
concerned  with  the  overall 
improvement  of  the  living  and 
working  conditions  of  employees 
and  their  general  protection,  and 
so  broad  in  its  scope  and  coverage 
as  to  be  capable  of  classification  as 
a  social  policy  measure,  for  the 
"adoption  of  which  other  legal 
bases  existed. 

According  to  the  sixth  recital  in 
its  preamble,  the  directive  con¬ 
stituted  a  practical  contribution 
towards  creating  the  soda!  dimen¬ 
sion  of  the  internal  market. 

However,  it  did  not  follow  from 
the  fact  that  the  directive  fell  within 
the  scope  of  Community  social 
policy  that  h  could  not  properly  be 
based  on  artide  118a.  so  tong  as  it 
contributed  to  encouraging 
improvements  as .  regarded  the 
health  and  safety  of  workers,  and 
the  Court  had  concluded,  in  Opin¬ 
ion  2/91  at  paragraph  17,  that 
artide  118a  conferred  on  the  Com¬ 
munity  interna]  legislative  com¬ 
petence  in  the  area  of  sodal  policy. 

Moreover,  the  organisation  of 
working  time  was  not  necessarily 
conceived  as  an  instrument  of 
employment  policy. 

The  approach  taken  by  the 
directive,  viewing  the  organisation 


of  working  time  essentially  In 
terms  of  the  favourable  impact  h 
might  have  on  the  health  and 
safety  of  workers,  was  apparent 
from  several  redials  in  its 
preamble. 

While  it  could  not  be  exduded 
that  the  directive  might  affect 
employment,  that  was  dearly  nefi 
its  essential  objective. 

As  regarded  the  content  of  the 
directive,  the  United  Kingdom 
argued,  on  various  grounds,  that 
the  connection  between  the  mea¬ 
sures  h  laid  down,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  health  and  safely,  on  the 
other,  was  loo  tenuous  for  the 
directive  to  be  based  on  article 
118a. 

In  relation  to  one  point  made,  a 
distinction  must  be  drawn  between 
the  second  sentence  of  article  5  of 
the  directive  and  its  other 
provisions. 

The  question  whether  (o  indude 
Sunday  in  the  weekly  rest  period 
was  ultimately  left  to  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  member  states,  having 
regard,  in  particular,  to  the  di¬ 
versity  of  cultural,  ethnic  and 
religious  factors  in  the  states, 
second  sentence  or  article  5  read  in 
conjunction  with  the  tenth  redtal. 

The  Council  had  failed  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  Sunday,  as  a  weekly  rest 
day,  was  more  closely  connected 
with  the  health  and  safety  of 
workers  than  any  other  day  erf  the 
week,  and  in  those  circumstances 
the  second  sentence  of  artide  5, 
which  was  severable  from  the 
other  provisions  of  the  directive, 
must  be  annulled. 

The  other  measures  laid  down 
by  the  directive,  which  referred  to 
minimum  rest  periods,  length  of 
work,  nighr  work,  shift  work  and 
the  patient  of  work,  related  to  the 
“working  environment”  and  re¬ 
flected  concent  for  the  protection  of 
“the  health  and  safety  of  workers", 
the  scope  of  which  terms  had 
already  been  explained  earlier  in 
the  judgment 

After  considering  the  further 
points  made  by  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  the  Court  concluded  that  it 
was  dear  that,  in  terms  of  its  aim 
and  content,' the  directive  had  as  its 
prindpal  objective  the  protection  of 
the  health  and  safety  of  workers  by 
the  imposition  of  minimum 
requirements  far  gradual  im¬ 
plementation,  and  that,  accord¬ 
ingly.  neither  artide  100  nor  artide 
100a  could  have  constituted  the 
appropriate  legal  basis  for  its 
adoption. 

It  should  be  noted  that  once  the 


Council  hod  found  that  it  was 
necessary  to  improve  the  existing 
level  of  protection  as  regarded  the 
health  and  safety  of  workers  and  to 
harmonise  the  conditions  in  that 
area  while  maintaining  the 
improvements  made,  achievement 
of  that  objective  through  the  im¬ 
position  of  mirumum  require¬ 
ments  necessarily  presupposed 
Community-wide  action,  which 
otherwise,  as  in  the  present  case, 
left  the  enactment  of  the  detailed 
implementing  provisions  required 
largely  to  the  member  states. 

As  to  artide  235.  it  was  apparent 
from  the  Court's  case  law  that  that 
artide  could  be  used  as  the  legal 
basis  for  a  measure  only  where  no 
other  Treaty  provision  conferred 
on  the  Community  institutions  the 
necessary  power  to  adopt  ji¬ 
lt  must  therefore  be  held  that  the 
directive  was  properly  adopted  on 
the  basis  of  artide  1 18a.  save  for  the 
second  sentence  of  artide  5,  which 
must  accordingly  be  annulled. 

The  second  plea 

The  United  Kingdom's  argu¬ 
ment  of  non-compliance  with  the 
principle  of  subsidiarity  was  to  be 
rejected. 

It  was  said  that  the  Community 
legislature  had  not  established  that 
the  aims  of  the  directive  would  be 
better  served  at  Community  than 
ax  national  level,  but  that  argu¬ 
ment,  as  so  formulated,  really 
concerned  the  need  for  Com¬ 
munity  action,  which  had  already 
been  examined  earlier  in  the 
judgment. 

Futhermore,  the  United  King¬ 
dom  based  its  argument  on  a 
conception  of  “minimum  require¬ 
ments"  which  differed  From  that  in 
article  118a.  that  provision  did  not 
limit  Community  action  to  the 
lowest  common  denominator,  or 
even  to  the  lowest  level  of  protec¬ 
tion  established  by  the  various 
member  states,  but  meant  that 
member  states  were  free  to  provide 
a  level  of  protection  more  stringent 
than  that  resulting  from  Com¬ 
munity  law,  high  as  it  might  be. 

The  Court  had  held  that;  in 
order  to  establish  whether  a  pro¬ 
vision  or  Community  law  compiled 
with  the  principle  of  proportional¬ 
ity.  it  must  be  ascertained  whether 
the  means  which  it  employed  were 
suitable  for  die  purpose  of  achiev¬ 
ing  the  desired  objective  and 
whether  they  did  not  go  beyond 
what  was  necessary  to  achieve  iL 

As  to  judicial  review  of  those 
conditions,  however,  the  Council 
must  be  allowed  a  wide  discretion 


in  an  area  which,  as  in  the  present 
case,  involved  the  legislature  in 
malting  social  policy  dioices  and 
required  it  to  cany  out  complex 
assessments. 

Judicial  review  of  the  exercise  of 
that  discretion  must  therefore  be 
limited  to  examining  whether  it 
had  been  vitiated  by  manifest  error 
or  misuse  of  powers,  or  whether 
the  institution  concerned  had 
manifestly  exceeded  the  limits  of 
its  discretion. 

So  far  as  concerned  the  first 
condition,  it  followed  from  what 
had  already  been  said  in  the 
judgment  that  the  measures  on  die 
organisation  of  working  time 
which  formed  the  subject  matter  of 
the  directive,  save  for  that  con¬ 
tained  in  the  second  sentence  of 
article  5,  contributed  directly  to  the 
improvement  or  health  and  safety 
protection  for  workers  in  the 
meaning  of  article  1 18a.  and  could 
not.  therefore,  be  regarded  as 
unsuited  to  the  purpose  of  achiev¬ 
ing  the  objective  pursued. 

Also,  for  reasons  given  by  the 
Court,  the  Coundl  did  not  commit 
any  manifest  error  in  taking  the 
view  that  the  objective  of 
harmonising  national  legislation 
on  the  health  and  safety  of  work¬ 
ers.  while  maintaining  the 
improvements  made,  could  not  be 
achieved  by  measures  less  restric¬ 
tive  than  those  that  were  the 
subject  matter  of  the  directive. 

The  second  plea  must  therefore 
also  be  rejected 
Third  and  fourth  pleas 

For  reasons  given  by  it.  the 
Court  held  that  the  United  King¬ 
dom  had  failed  to  establish  that  the 
directive  was  adopted  with  die 
exclusive  or  main  purpose  of 
achieving  an  end  other  than  the 
protection  of  the  health  and  safety 
of  workers,  and  that  there  was  no 
substance  in  the  submission  that 
the  directive  was  inadequately  or 
defectively  reasoned. 

The  third  and  fourth  pleas  were 
therefore  also  rejected. 

On  those  grounds,  the  Court  of 
Justice: 

1  Annulled  the  second  sentence  of 
artide  5  or  Directive  93/104 

2  Dismissed  the  remainder  of  the 
application 

3  Ordered  the  United  Kingdom  to 
pay  the  costs,  and 

4  Ordered  the  Kingdom  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  and 
die  Commission  of  the  European 
Communities  to  bar  their  own 
costs. 
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Advertising  a  sign  of  the 


Do  real  football  supporters 
drink  darei?  Odd  as  it 
seems,  this  might  now  be 
their  tipple  of  choice  if  we  are  to 
believe  the  advertising  seen 
around  some  of  the  country's 
grounds  at  the  weekend. 

The  message  was  there  for  all  to 
see  as  Derby  Coun- 
ty  lined  up  in  the 
rain  against  Mid-  ‘Tfip  02 
dlesbrough  at  the  ® 

Baseball  Ground  T1CVC 
on  Sunday.  *’Vin  de 
Bordeaux"  pro-  more  t 
claimed  the  1 

hoardings  that 
skirted  the  pitch.  VIn  de  Bordeaux? 
For  a  football  crowd? 

They  may  label  this  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership,  but  advertis¬ 
ing  men  know  their  markets  well 
and  those  hoardings  were  blatant¬ 
ly  aimed  at  the  da  ret-d  linking 
classes  with  the  expensive  season 
tickets;  and  nothing  more  dearly 
spells  out  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  profile  of  the 
great  British  foorbali  crowd. 


The  game  has 
never  been 
more  popular7 


Forget  the  shuffling,  winding 
rivers  of  working-class  fans  who 
traditionally  plodded  to  the  town 
or  dty  stadium  after  spilling  out  of 
the  factory  gates  at  one  o’clock  on  a 
winter  Saturday.  These  days,  the 
fans  prefer  to  show  up  in  cars  and 
coaches,  or  simply  to  follow  their 
favourite  team  an 
television,  and 

nehas 

been  pfe®  011  a  Satur- 

day  any  more. 

tniilar’  With  the  intro- 

fyiAicu.  duction  of  ^.5^ 

stadiums  after  the 
Taylor  report,  there  were  bound  ro 
be  changes  to  the  crowds. 
Grounds  are  smaller  for  a  stare 
but  crowds  are  no  less  keen.  The 
game  has  never  been  more  popu¬ 
lar.  Never  has  it  had  such  a 
following,  so  to  keep  the  revenue 
high  despite  the  smaller  ground 
ca  pad  ties,  the  ticket  prices  got 
higher. 

Gubs  charge  what  they  can  get 
away  with  —  and  at  some  clubs 


they  can  get  away  with  quite  a  lot. 
At  Chelsea,  for  instance,  the  best 
seats  will  cost  you  £40.  and  you 
will  pay  £2  for  a  programme  and 
£1  for  a  cup  of  tea-  But  even  at  these 
prices,  seats  are  hard  to  come  by. 
Try-getting  into  Newcastle  United 
or  Chelsea,  You  can’t 
What  has  happened  is  that  the 
dedicated  followers  of  football 
have  simply  become  more  affluent 
and  more  educated.  A  recent 
national  survey  of  fans  published 
by  the  Sir  Norman  Chester  Centre 
for  football  research  at  Leicester 
University  shows  how  the  support¬ 
er  of  the  Nineties  is  becoming  ever 
more  sophisticated. 

Some  of  the  findings  are  surpris¬ 
ing.  but  they  are  certainly  enough 
to  have  the  marketing  men  eyeing 
up  the  opportunity  la  sell  a  good 
few  cases  of  dareL 
Wimbledon,  according  to  the 
survey,  have  more  up-market  sup¬ 
porters  than  most  in  the  Premier¬ 
ship.  Of  the  season-ticket  holders 
who  cheer  on  Vrnnie  Jones  and  his 
muddy  men.  3&6  per  cent  have  a 


BRYANT’S 


V-'s-M 


degree,  compared  with  their  two 
closest  intellectual  rivals,  Man¬ 
chester  United  (36.8  per  cent}  and 
Leeds  United  (34.6).  Even  Coven¬ 
try  City,  bottom  of  the  higher 
education  league,  could  boast  that 
24.9  per  cent  of  their  season-ticket 
holders  are  graduates. 

The  survey  also  found  that  there 
is  a  growing  number  of  football 
spectators  whose  salaries  exceed 
£30,000  a  year.  Chelsea  fans,  for 
instance,  who  were  found  to  be 
generally  low  in  education,  are 


surprisingly  high  in  salary. 
Another  statistic  that  the  market¬ 
ing  men  wtU  not  have  missed  is 
that  one  in  eight  Premiership  fans 
is  now  female,  and  the  number  is 
growing  rapidly. 

Today's  football  crowds  are  veiy 
different,  both  in  sire  and  in  make¬ 
up.  to  those  that  saw  the  game 
grow  into  a  mass  spectator  sport. 
When  the  Football  League  began 
business  in  1888,  the  L2  founder 
members  had  to  guarantee  a 
regular  crowd  of  4.000  or  more. 
But  soon  attendances  were  soar¬ 
ing.  In  1893,  when  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Wanderers  played  Everton  at 
FaHowfield,  Manchester,  in  the  FA 
Cup  Final,  the  gate  was  45.000.  By 
1901,  with  the  final  back  in 
London,  at  Crystal  Palace,  110,000 
watched  Tottenham  Hotspur 
draw  with  Sheffield  United. 

These  huge  crowds  were  not 
made  up  of  supporters  eager  to 
stock  their  cellars  with  vm  de 
Bordeaux,  but  the  sport  they 
flocked  to  watch  had  originally 
emerged  as  a  ” gentleman’s  game” 


—  developed  by  the  elite  of  the 
great  public  schools  and  universi¬ 
ties  and  codified  by  self-confident, 
middle-class  Victorians. 

The  first  laws  of  the  game  were 
framed  at  Cambridge  University 
in  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
with  the  representatives  of  such 
schools  as  Eton.  ■ 
and  Shrewsbury  . 

present,  The  public  ‘ClUDS 

schools  dominated 

the  early  years  of  what  t 

football  —  with  the 

Old  Etonians  even  gg£  aW 

winning  the  FA  ~ 

Cup  twee,  in  1879 
and  1882.  Today  the  public  schools 
will  tell  you  that  interest  in  football 
has  never  been  higher.  “About  20 
of  the  50  boys  in  my  house  watch 
Premiership  matches,"  Angus 
Graham-CampbelL  an  Eton 
housemaster,  reports. 

The  Boodle  and  Dunthorne  Cup 
(the  knockout  football  competition 
for  independent  schools)  is  boom¬ 
ing  as  never  before,  with  Eton, 
Shrewsbury,  Westminster, 


‘Clubs  charge 
wbat  they  can 
get  away  with’ 


Charterhouse,  Lancing,  Winches¬ 
ter,  Brentwood  and  Ardihgly  all 
playing,  together  with  the  north¬ 
ern  grammar  schools. 

With  the  changing  profile  of  the 
fans  and-- die  huge  interest- in 
football  that  now  cuts  across  an 
serial  groups  and  incomes,  it 
appears  the  appeal 
of  the  game  has 

barge  ”nK  M. 

pv  ran  U***  privileged 
CJ  WU1  -  elite,  who  sat  in 

17  with’  .  'Cambridge  a  cen-; 
y  W1U1  tary  and  a  half  ago 
1  to  hammer  out  the 

laws  of  the  game,  might  well  , 
reflect  that,- with  its  all-seat  stadi¬ 
ums,  its  new.  affluent  middle-dass 
supporters,  and  its.  ever -^growing 
attraction  for  the  advertising  in¬ 
dustry.  football  as  they  knew  it  is 
at  last  coming  home. 

And  that  is  something  which 
they  might  wish  to  toast  —  with  a 
good  drop  of  vin  de  Bordeaux. 

JOHN  BRYANT 
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Sherry  put 
on  trial  by 
the  Spanish 
inquisition 

From  John  Hopkins,  golf  correspondent 

IN  SOTOGRANDE 


THE  professional  golf  circuit 
in  Europe  started  nearly  11 
months  ago  and  is  not 
finished  yet.  Here  in  southern 
Spain  this  morning,  182  pro¬ 
fessional  golfers  intent  upon 
competing  against  the  likes  of 
Colin  Montgomerie.  Ian 
Woosnam  and  Costantino 
Rocca  on  the  PGA  European 
Tour  in  1997  will  begin  an 
elimination  process  that  could 
hardly  be  tougher  if  it  had 
been  devised  by  Tomas  de 
Torquemada,  Spain's  infa¬ 
mous  15th  century  inquisitor. 

With  the  Andalurian  hills  in 
the  background  and  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  in  the  foreground, 
the  would-be  Ryder  Cup  stare 
will  play  six  rounds  on  the 
Old  Course  at  Sotogrande  and 
at  San  Roque.  At  least  the 
better  ones  will.  The  lesser 
ones  will  be  eliminated  after  72 
holes.  Those  that  survive  will 
play  two  more  rounds  under 
intense  pressure  and  the  lead- 


Sherry;  test  of  nerve 

ins  40  will  have  earned  their 
cards. 

The  card  is  their  passport  to 
compete  on  the  European 
Tour  in  1997.  but  is  no 
guarantee  of  fame  and  for¬ 
tune.  Jusi  ask  Joe  Higgins  and 
Mike  Miller.  Higgins  has 
been  on  and  off  the  Tour  for 
years  without  earning  much 
money.  He  is  making  another 
attempt  to  get  his  card  because 
winning  the  PGA  regional 
order  of  merit  this  year  en¬ 
abled  him  to  do  so. 

Miller,  45,  has  been  around, 
seemingly,  since  irons  with 
wooden  shafts.  The  rookie  of 
the  year  in  1979.  he  has  never 
seriously  troubled  those  who 
record  the  low  scores  at  tour¬ 
naments.  but  this  year  he  had 
a  good  run  in  regional  events 
In  Scotland  and  finished  22nd 
on  the  Challenge  Tour.  He 
probably  thought  to  himsdf: 
“Another  visit  to  the  school? 
Why  not?  You  never  know. 
There’s  life  in  the  old  dog  yet." 

Not  only  will  a  majority-  of 
the  competitors  fail  to  get  their 
cards  this  year,  but  there  an: 
also  long  odds  against  those 
that  succeed  having  a  year 
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like  the  one  David  Howell  has 
just  had.  Howell  turned  pro¬ 
fessional  before  the  school  last 
year,  got  through  the  qualify¬ 
ing  and  settled  down  In  the 
professional  ranks  so  well  that 
he  finished  54th  in  the  order  of 
merit  with  winnings  of 
£132500. 

If  that  sounds  good,  then 
consider  the  efforts  of  Ray¬ 
mond  Russell  and  Padraig 
Harrington.  Both  won  their 
cards  at  this  event  last  year 
and  throughout  1996  they 
seemed  locked  together  in  a 
personal  duel  to  see  who  could 
win  more  money. 

Harrington,  a  Walker  Cup 
player  in  September  1995. 
edged  out  Russell  by  E17.000, 
in  part  thanks  to  winning  the 
Spanish  Open,  The  amount 
they  each  won  goes  some  way 
towards  explaining  why  so 
many  young  players  hope 
they,  too,  are  good  enough  to 
compete  at  the  highest  levels 
this  continent  can  offer.  Har¬ 
rington  took  home  £285.000 
and  Russell  £268,000. 

Paul  Way,  a  Ryder  Cup 
player  in  1983  and  1985,  had 
such  a  wretched  season  in 
1996  that  he  has  to  qualify  for 
next  year,  as  does  Mike 
McLean,  who  went  to  the 
same  school  in  Kent  at  the 
same  tune  as  Way.  Gordon  J. 
Brand,  41,  the  1983  Ryder  Cup 
player,  who  won  less  than 
£7.000  this  year,  is  trying 
again,  as  is  Steve  Webster,  the 
leading  amateur  at  the  1995 
Open  Championship.  Being 
the  winner  of  the  school  fast 
year  was  no  guarantee  for  him 
this  year.  He  won  only 
£40.000.  so  it  is  down  to  Spain 
for  him,  too. 

One  of  the  biggest  names,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  biggest  men. 
will  be  Gordon  Sherry.  The 
amateur  for  whom  nothing 
went  wrong  in  1995  turned 
professional  in  April  1996, 
after  which  nothing  went 
righL 

This  rime  last  year  Sherry 
looked  almost  as  good  a 
prospect  in  Europe  as  Tiger 
Woods  was  in  the  United 
States.  As  Woods  turns  the 
world  erf  American  sport  an  its 
head.  Sherry  has  been  out  on 
the  practice  range  in  Scotland, 
working  hard  with  Bob  Tor¬ 
rance.  his  coach.  The  next 
week  will  be  an  interesting 
one  in  the  career  of  Gordon 
Sherry,  it  will  show  us  what 
he  is  made  of. 

“I'm  sure  111  feel  nerves,  bur 
1  have  just  got  to  control 
them.”  he  said.  “It’s  the 
calmest  and  coolest  who  get 
through.  The  last  thing  Bob 
JTornince]  told  me  before  1 
came  here  was;  "These  are  the 
happiest  days  of  your  life,  go 
and  enjoy  them’." 


MJOke  Betts,  of  Jaguar,  plays  out  of  a  bunker  during  final  practice  yesterday  as  his  team-mate,  Bryan  Calam.  looks  on 

Corporate  elite  ply  competitive 
skills  at  golfs  taxing  haven 


The  bonhomie  and  the 
mutual  congratulation 
flowed  like  best  Rioja. 
But  that  was  on  Tuesday: 
today  the  gloves  come  off.  The 
national  final  of  The  Times 
Mees  Pierson  Corporate  Golf 
Challenge  gets  underway  this 
morning  and.  for  the  next  two 
days,  the  air  will  be  thick  with 
the  whiff  of  battle  in  this  sun- 
blessed  southeast  corner  of 
Spain. 

The  competition  was  stiff 
enough  in  die  12-event  region¬ 
al  final  series  in  this,  the 
fourth  year  of  the  Challenge. 
Victory  was  hard  to  come  by 
at  that  stage  Nobody  won 
without  a  fight  but  compared 
with  what  will  have  been 
required  of  the  winners  come 
tomorrow  night  it  was  but  a 
stroll  in  the  park. 

The  standard  of  golf  in  the 
regional  finals  was  uniformly 
high  and  (here  were  probably' 
more  dose  finishes  this  year 
than  in  any  two  of  the  compe¬ 
tition's  other  three  seasons  put 
together.  Add  to  that  the  fact 
that  the  players  here  win  be 
performing  on  a  top-dass  lay¬ 
out  —  the  South  course  at  the 
Hyatt  La  Manga  Gub  Resort 
—  and  that  they  will  be  doing 
so  under  (he  stern  and  unfor¬ 
giving  eye  of  the  television 
cameras,  and  some  idea  can 
be  gained  of  the  task  every 
one  of  them  is  about  to  face: 

This  final  is  the  culmination 
of  the  most  successful  year  yet 
for  the  Challenge:  Almost 
1,000  company  golf  days  were 
registered  with  the  event 


Mel  Webb  looks  at 
the  changing  face 
of  La  Manga’s  lush 
fairways  and  the 
national  final  that 
is  too  close  to  call 


through  spring,  summer  and 
early  autumn  and  that  puts 
the  tournament  firmly  in  the 
uppermost  bracket  of  amateur 
golf  competitions  in  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Isles. 

For  the  first  time  in  the 
competition's  history,  nobody 
playing  in  Spain  has  taken 
part  in  a  Challenge  national 
final  before,  so  the  dramatic 
facelift  that  has  been  carried 
out  on  the  course  in  the  past 
year  will  not  be  obvious  to 
them.  The  one  thing  that  all 
were  agreed  on  after  practice 
yesterday  was  that  the  beauti¬ 


ful  South  will  not  yield 
Stableford  points  without  a 
struggle  to  the  death. 

Water  has  always  been  a 
feature  of  the  course,  but  the 
difference  now  is  that  the 
fakes  have  been  enlarged  and 
made  more  of  an  obvious 
hazard  than  in  the  past  Often 
the  water  should  not  come 
into  play,  but  everybody  who 
has  played  golf  will  know 
that  water  attracts  golf  balls 
likea  magnet  picks  up  iron 
Clings. 

To  attempt  to  pick  a  winner 
from  the  12  teams  is  to  risk  the 


LA  MANGA  TEAMS 
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loss  of  reputation  in  the 
ponditxy  department.  In  die 
regional  finals  there  was  a 
19-poinl  gap  between  the  low¬ 
est  winning  score  and  the 
highest  but  a  cogent  argu¬ 
ment  could  be  made  that  the 
three  teams  with  85  points 
played  as  well  as  the  Jaguar 
Centre  (Hull),  who  had  a 
Challenge  record-breaking 
104  points  in  their  regional 
final  at  Breadsall  Priory. 

If  mere  scores  axe  an  Indica¬ 
tor,  Jaguar  will  take  some 
beating,  but  there  were  ster¬ 
ling  performances  from  all 
their  rivals.  The  most  impres¬ 
sive  concentrated  burst  of 
scoring  was  produced  by  Reu¬ 
ter,  winners  at  Chart  Hills 
with  97  points,  who  scored  51  ■ 
points  on  the  back  nine  and  64 
in  the  fast  11  holes  on  the 
demanding  Nick  Faldo-de¬ 
signed  course. 

The  National  Investigation 
Service  of  HM  Customs  and 
Exrise  went  closest  to  emulat¬ 
ing  Reuter,  their  front  nine  of 
49  at  die  last  regional  final  at 
Mentmore  setting  them  on 
tbdr  way  to  victory  with  90 
points.  ZET  Insurance  Ser¬ 
vices  were  the  fourth  and  last 
team  to  reach  orbeat  90  points  - 
—  their  victory  came  at  the  : 
Forest  of  Arden, 

The  above  quartet  will  natu-  ■ 
rally  be  among  the  favourites 
for  the  winners*  spoils  after  36 
holes  of  Stableford  golf.  How¬ 
ever,  let  it  be  said  drat  none  of 
(he  foregoing  constitutes  a 
prediction.  It  is  much,  much 
too  dose  to  oil  for  that. 


Woods  has 
strong 
competition 
for  top 
billing 

From  Patricia  Davies 
IN  SYDNEY 

AUSTRALIA  is  awash  with 
American  celebrities  at  the 
moment:  Tiger  Woods  is  down 
under  for  the  Australian  Open 
golf  championship:  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton  is  also  in  Sydney  for  some 
golf  and  a  chat  with  Prime 
Minister  Howard;  and  Mich¬ 
ael  Jackson,  pregiiant  wife 
almost  in.  tow,  is  doing  what 
ever  it  is  Michael  Jackson  does 
—  although  there  has  been  no 
sighting  of  him  on  a  golf 
course  thus  far.. 

The  President  has  been 
lobbying  hard  to  play  gdf 
with  Greg  Norman  during  his 
visit  and  Norman  was  keen  to 
oblige.  Ointon  had  nothing 
specific  scheduled  for  this 
afternoon  —  his  wife,  Hillary, 
was  due  to  speak  at  the  Opera  - 
House  oh  the  subject  “Women 
in  file  21st  Century*’  —  and 
Nonitan  had  an  early  ,  first- 
round  hit-off  time  (Australian 
for  te^s^  at  The  Australian. 

The  venue,  was  expected  to 
be  fire-  New.  South  Wales 
course,  a  scenic  and  testing 
seaside  links  that  might  ex¬ 
haust  even  the  reportedly  prov 
lific  presidential  supply  of 
mulligans  if  the  wind  blows. 
(Mulligan  is  golfspeak  for 
having  another  go,  if  the  first 
shot  is  not  to  your  liking,  and. 
die  President  is  supposed  fobe 
partial  to  them:) 

In  the'  morning,  Norman 
will  be  playing  with  Craig 
Parry  and  David  Gleeson,  an 
amateur  from  Queensland 
who  has  been  mixing  in  high  ■ 
company  this  week.  Gleeson 
and  Jamie  Crow,  who  were  in 
Australia’s  four-man  team 
that  won  the  Eisenhower  Tro¬ 
phy.  the  world  amateur  team 
championship,  in  Manila  last 
week,  partnered  Woods  in 
practice  yesterday. 

Gleeson  even  had  the'  dis¬ 
tinction  of  introducing  Woods 
and  Butch  Harmon,  his  orach, 
to  a  bunker  shot  they  had  not 
seen  before.  It  involved  taking  . 
a  right-handed  dub  and  ad¬ 
dressing  fire  ball  left-handed, 
with  the  dub-face  towards  the 
sky.  Hie  shot  produced  was  a 
shovel-cnm-scoop  (when  it 
worked  at  all),  but  Woods 
seemed  intrigued  and  the  trick 
might  soon  he  incorporated  in 
his  repertoire. 

Woods,  9-2  second  favourite 
behind  Norman,  the  7-2  fa-' 
vourite,  was  scheduled  to  be 
the  afternoon  attraction  at  The 
Australian,  pfayingwith  those 
old  hands,  Peter  MeWhinney 
and  Peter  Senior. 

Robert  Allenby  returns  to 
competition  here,  much  earli¬ 
er  than  anticipated,  -after 
fracturing  his  sternum  in  a  car 
crash.  His  injuries  have 
healed  and  he  has  played 
three  rounds  since  Sunday. 
The  7,046-yard  course  will- 
undoubtedly  be  too  much  for 
Aitenfay  at  present,  but  at  least 
his  rehabilitation  is  well  undo- 
way. 

David  Howell.  Gary  Evans 
and  Richard  Boxall.  of  Eng¬ 
land,  are  also  competing, 
along  with  Paul  McGiniey,  of 
1  Ireland. 


SNOOKER 

Hendry  in  - 

focus  for 
television 
action  cue  -  : 

...  By  Phil  Yates  . 

STEPHEN  HENDRY  is  not  V 

easily  satisfied.  Even  after 
beating  Rob  MiDdns  9-5,  to  7 

reach  the  last  16  of  the  United 
Kingdom  championship  in  - 

Preston  yesterday,  the  title- 
holder  expressed  reservations  '  -* 
.  about  ;his  form. 

Hendry  has  now  won  14 
ocBisecutive  matches  in  an  - 

event  second  arily  in  prestige 
to  file  world  championship,  in 
which  his  unbeaten  sequence 
stands  at  25.  The  Scars  at-  , :.. 
temptto  lift  the  UK  trophy  for  - 

the  fifth  time  since  1989  contin¬ 
ues  on  Saturday  against  An-  - 
thony  Hamilton  or  David 
Gray.  '  ' 

-  “I  cant  believe  how  badly  . 

:  I’m  struggling,”  Hendry,  who  . 
surprisingly  entered  the  con-  .  CZ 
■  duding  session  on  level  terms  -  . 
ai.4-4,.said:  “I  Jed  44  but  the.  . 
wheels  fell  off  sc  to  say  I’m 
relieved  to  get  through  is  an  .  : 
understatement.*’  ■ .  ... 

.Hendry  won  the;  scrappy  ;  x 
opening  frame  -of  the  after-c  > 
noori  to  edge  5-4  ahead  beforejigr. 
delivering  a  crushing  blow  V;  -  " ' 
aiiy  lingering  hopes 
had  of  causing  an  upset  by  ' 
recovering  from  a  45-I7defirit 
with  a  77 dearance  initiated  by  'Zi~ 

-flwpottingofa  tong  red.  ^ 

With  the  exception  of  the  •> _ 

twelfth  frame,  snatched  by  -  kj. 
MiUtins  on  the  black  after  he  Rf(| 
had  required  a  snooker,  it  was 
relatively  plain  sailing  from  '  ? 

"  that  point  as  further  runs  of  ?  if- 
56,  52,  69  and  61  ensured  : 
Hendry’s  progress.  '  .  ^ 

Despite  his  less-than-im- 
pressxve  start  to  the  champion¬ 
ship.  and  indeed  to  the  1996-97  v 
campaign  in  general.  Hendry  (| 
remains  .  optimistic  about 
making  a -successful  defence. 

“Pm  expecting  myself  to  fly  „'r" 

.  now  because  whor  the  tele-  ‘:j 
vision  cameras  arrive  I  always-  .  :::.y 
feel  more  at  home,"  he  said  -j1: 
:  Paul  Hunter;  18,  and  Jde  :-37 
Johnson;  his  44-year-old  men- 
for,  accompahiedHendry  info 
-  the  last.16  by  overcoming  Thai 
opposition.  Johnson,  the  1986  - ' 
world  champion,  defeated  Tai  ' .  W 
Pi  chit  9-6,  while  Hunter  again  1 . 
underlined  his  potential  by 
beating  James  Wattana,  the 
twelfth  seed,  9-5.  " 

Hunter,,  who  became  th^-i/. 
Yotmgest  «mi-finalist  in  a  TV' 
world-ranking  tournament  at  '  V 
the  Regal  Welsh  Open  in  \  .:x- 
January,  compiled  four  centu- 
iy  breaks  in  securing  a  meet1-  :•  4* 

mg  with  Terry  Murphy,  the  :Ji<- 
conqueror  of  Ronnie  :  \ 
GrSuIlrvan  in  the  first  round. 

The  most  prominent  rookie  ef  > 

last  season  allowed  Wattana 
to  collect  only  39  points  inthe  .  - 
dosing  three  frames  as  he  •  iV, 
nfade  runs  of  105,  56  and  100.' 
wtuch  followed  clearances  of 
100  and  136  during  the  open-  . 
tng  session  on  Tuesday.  :7- :  V 
^John.  Parrott,  the  1991  UK  •  >.v  ' 
champion,  went  into  the  con-  • . .  i-.\; 
duding  phase  of  his  second-  '  ^ 

round  match  against  Martin  .  '&.“*• 
Clark  last  night  5-3  adrift  and  .  ■> 
^Iptftog  six  of  the  remaining  '  Tv* 

mne  frames  to  avoid  an  unfit  V- 
peaedexit  '*■  - 

Results,  page  49  : 
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GREY  MO 


7-4  FOR  HENNESSY 


urn 


By  JuiMN  Muscat  : 

-  THE  GREY  MONKti^jtcagd 
-his  stranglehold  cm  the 

■  Heraiessy  Cbgnac  Gold  Cup 

■  ■after  Suny  Bay,  recently  de- 
posed  as  favourite  by  the 
Gordon  Richards-trained 
dwser.  suffered  an,  internal 
haemorrhage  at  Kempton  yes¬ 
terday. 

;  Suny  Bay  came  home  last  of 
.  the  five  finishers  in  the  Limber 
HiD  Handicap  Chase.  The' 
'  sevm^earold  fell  apartafter 
_two  rales,  prompting  concern 
'  about  his  wellbeing,  and  his 
participation  at  Newbury  a 
week  on  Saturday  is  now  in 
Serious  doubt 

*  Charlie  Brooks,  who  trains 
s  the  horse,snspected  the  worst 
:“He  wastifcsappoinling,"  he 
'said.  “I  expected  him  -to  run 
much  better  than  that"  And 
■the-  trainers  initial  concern 
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Nap:  EASTERN  RIVER 
{L2DWarWick) 

Next  best  Idiot’s  Lady 
.  (3  JO  Warwick) 


- 1  proved  justified  when  his  as- 
«  .  sistant  -Ed  James,  reported 
Sony  Bay'S  bleeding  to  the 
**<  Kempton  stewards. 

Bookmakers  reacted  by  de- 
|J  ft  Ieting,Sary  Bay  from  their 
H  Hamessy  book,  widt  William 
Hill  advancing  The  Grey 
.7  Monk  to  7-4  favourite.  The 
firm  then  bets:  6-1  Challenger 
'  vDn  Luc.  W:  Billy  goat  Gruff, 
Ooome  im  KH  Addington 
I?  Boy,12-i  and  upwards  others. 

-  Brooks  said  he  would  ana- 
'  fyfe  a 'tracheal  wash  from 
_  Suny  Kay  before  taking  a  firm 
decision,  although  he  conced¬ 
ed  Suqy  Bay  was  unlikely  to 
_  take  mr doSrce.  But  just  as 
wonyfrgjnHhe  implications 
.  forfnsstdfir^awhote.’The 
horses  feSVe^ifeeen  running 
very  wefl.4wtjwhat  happened 
to  Snfly.  toy  might  indicate 

-  that  there  is  a  viral  infection 
e  abo^rhesaid. 

-  .  It  was  not  all  bad  news  far 
'  Brooks.  He  watched  Suny 

•  BayV  effort  from  Haydbck, 

'  where  Couidnt  Be  Better  ran  a 
'  more  encouraging  Hennessy 
T  nwl  when  chasing  home  Un- 
gaided  Missfle.in  the  Edward 
:  ■  Hanmer  Manorial  Handicap 

-  Chase. 

Couidnt  Be  Betfier.wan  the 
^famessy  12  months  ago,  tak- 
-■-*gng  in  this  prize  along  th&way 

-  ■%om  a  marie  T7!b  lower  in  the 
'handicap.  *1  thoughr-he ran 

•  -*^41,"  ventured  the  tradnor. . 

-  rHe  was  a  bit  rusty  —  he 
didhtjumpaswellasbecaa.” 

The  Haydock:  result 


‘Hying  Again  helps  Osbotoetoa  four-timer  at  Kempton  yesterday.  Photograph:  Julian  Herbert 


emphasised  -that  •  ’Gordon 
Richards;  Who  trams  Unguid- 
ed  Missile,  houses  an 'embar¬ 
rassment  of  riches  among  : 
three-mile  chasers. 

Addington  Bay  remains  ho 
more  than  a  Hesmessy  deputy 
to  The  Grey  Monk*  but  Un¬ 
guided  Missile  may  yet  ac¬ 
company  his  stablemate  to 
Newbury.  The  eight-year-old 
would  he  more  celebrated 
were  he  less  inclined  to  root 


foe  .  odd  fence.  J-Bs  relative 
youth  encourages  foe  belief  he 
may  yet  make  his  mark:  Hills 
rate  him  a  12-1  chance. 

Jamie  Osborne  dominated 
the  card  at  Kempton.  He  rede 
three  outright  winners  before 
forcing  a  dead-heat  onTJerude 
Not  To,  who  dipped  his  head 
at  precisely  the  right  moment 
to  share  foe  spoils  with  Fine 
Thyne  in  foe  Halliford  Nov¬ 
ices’  Chase.  Appropriately 


enough.  Osborne  initialed  his 
winning  sequence  aboard  Not 
For  Turning,  a  three-parts 
brother  to  Berude  Not  To,  who 
just  contained  Royal  Event's 
late  fluny  in  foe  EBF  Novices’ 
Hurdle. 

David  Gandolfo,  who  trains 
Royal  Event,  has  Osborne  on 
his  side  when  Trying  Again,  a 
leading  novice  last  term, 
jumped  soundly  to  fend  off 
Old  Bridge  in  the  Limber  tfill 


Handicap  Chase  over  2b 
miles.  Gandolfo  is  keen  to  step 
Trying  Again  up  to  force  miles 
in  foe  Rehearsal  Chase  at 
Chepstow  next  month. 

But  the  most  promising 
display  came  from  Mulligan, 
who  ran  dean  away  from  his 
rivals  in  the  Staines  Novices' 
Chase.  On  this  evidence.  Mul¬ 
ligan  will  be  something  to 
entertain  in  the  Arkle  Chase  at 
the  Cheltenham  festival. 


Pertemps  sponsors  Kempton  festival 


THE  campaign,  to  revive  the  fortunes  of 
Kempton  Park  opened  yesterday  when 
the  executive  announced  a  new  sponsor 
for  the  Christmas  festival  and  outlined 
plans  for  an  £8.4  mflhon  redevelopment 
of  tiie  Sudbury  site  (Julian  Muscat 
wite^. 

In  a  oneyear  package-,  the  Pertemps 
group,  sponsor  of  three  Flat  classics,  is  to 
support  aB  12  races  at  the  track’s  premier ' 
fixture.  The  deal  has  underpinned  foe 
two-day  meeting,  which  wiH  distribute 
£271X000  in  added  prize-money.  - 

The  Festivals  irighhgbr  is  the  £100,000: 
added  textemps  King  George  VI  Chase; 
which  is  expected  to  attract  One-Man. 
Algaa  abd  Baitoa  Bank,  the  last  three  . 
winners  of  the  race:  Pertemps  has  also 
secured  an  option  to  extend  its  harking 
fora  farther  two  years. 


..  Koupton’s  fink  with  Pertemps  kick- 
starts  the  fixture’s  promotion  as  a  major 
racing  festival  in  the  suburbs  of  London. 
“We  are  going  to  put  every  effort  into 
achieving  the  levd  of  success  enjoyed  by 
the  three-day  meeting  at  Ain  tree,”  An¬ 
drew  Wales,  chairman  of  United  Race¬ 
courses  (UR),  said. 

While  upwards  of  20,000  racegoers 
regularly  flock  to  Kempton  for  the  King 
George  on  Boxing  Day.  the  Christmas 
Hurdle,  which  highlights  foe  card  24 
hours  later,  fails  to  attract  half  that 
number.  This  is  symptomatic  of  the 
track's  fortune,  which  have  declined 
because  of  lack  of  investment  in  facilities 
over  the  last  decade.  “We  have  lost  our 
core:  audience."  Wales  accepted.  “We 
must  now  work  hard  to  attract  them 
bade." 


Racecourse  Holdings  Trust  (RHTy 
which  bought  Kempton,  Epsom  and 
Sand  own  in  a  package  two  years  ago,  is 
committed  to  revitalising  foe  trade. 
“Facilities  are  limited.'*  Sue  Ellen,  man¬ 
aging  director  of  UR.  foe  umbrella 
company  which  runs  the  three  courses, 
said.  “Kempton  has  fallen  behind  other 
sporting  facilities  In  this  area  and 
research  has  told  us  the  course  is  not 
offering  value  to  racegoers." 

The  planned  grandstand  renovation, 
together  with  a  resrting  of  the  paddock,  is 
to  benefit  ordinary  racegoers  as  opposed 
to  corporate  concerns.  Banqueting  suites 
behind  foe  stand  are  to  be  demolished, 
allowing  racegoers  closer  access  to  the 
horses.  Work  commences  in  February 
and  is  due  far  completion  before  the 
Christmas  festival  next  year. 


Sporting 
Index 
limits  risk 
factor 

By  Richard  Evans 

RACING  CORRESPONDENT 

AN  ATTEMPT  to  make 
sports  spread  betting  acces¬ 
sible  to  small  punters  by 
reducing  foe  level  of  finan¬ 
cial  risk  was  unveiled  yester¬ 
day  by  Sporting  Index. 

Minimum  stakes  as  low  as 
25p  and  a  guaranteed  maxi¬ 
mum  loss  of  £50  on  any  bet 
struck  at  the  lowest  staking 
level  is  aimed  at  eliminating 
the  perception  that  the  po¬ 
tential  dangers  of  spread 
betting  are  too  great  for 
more  modest  backers. 

Sports  spread  betting  has 
been  the  betting  success 
story  of  the  1990s  fait  with 
punters  liable  to  win.  or  lose, 
up  to  2D0  times  their  stake  — 
on  Test  cricket  runs,  for 
example — the  risks  are  high 
and  it  has  tended  to  attract 
foe  fag  backers. 

The  launch  of  Sporting 
Index  Select  is  effectively  a 
training  ground  for  new 
dients  who  will  be  able  to  try 
out  spread  betting  without 
losing  hundreds  or  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds  if  they  get  a 
bet  horrendously  wrong. 

Compton  HeDyer,  chair¬ 
man  of  Sporting  Index,  said: 
“We  need  to  take  our  mess¬ 
age  to  those  punters  who 
want  to  try  spread  betting  — 
with  limited  risk.  Its  brief 
will  be  both  to  explain  and  to 
protect  We  see  Select  as 
opening  up  a  whole  new 
audience  to  spread  betting 
and  we  expect  to  attract  2300 
clients  by  the  end  of  1997. 

He  added:  “Eveiy  bet  with 
Select  will  have  a  fixed  limit 
with  regard  to  the  amount 
that  can  be  won  or  lost  And 
there  is  a  maximum  loss  or 
win  of  £50  on  any  bet  struck 
with  Select  at  the  minimum 
staking  level.  We  will  guar¬ 
antee  this  figure  whatever 
the  result" 

The  Sporting  Index  inno¬ 
vation  comes  only  weeks 
after  talks  brake  down  with 
City  Index  over  a  possible 
merger  and  before  Lad¬ 
brokes  enters  the  spread 
betting  business. 

□  Tony  McCoy  was  last 
night  deriding  whether  to 
appeal  against  a  three-day 
suspension  for  whip  abuse. 
McCoy,  who  needs  two  more 
winners  to  reach  the  fastest 
century  in  a  season,  was 
banned  for  three  days  (Nov¬ 
ember  28-30)  by  foe  Newton 
Abbot  stewards  on  Tuesday 
For  using  his  whip  with 
unreasonable  force  aboard 
James  The  First 


■THUHOERER 

;  iJ90  Ashby  HU.  2.00  BamaSah.  2J30  LE  MBU.F 
f*jnap}.  3.00  Phar  From funny.  330  Grinds.  4AQ 
•  -Sc^thsso  Scandals.  ■ 


1.30  uwESttSTRisrawwawmcES 

<£»:2mJ  (5  Miters) 

■  -I  «l  WnTAf€RS«W2r<Bflti>te*ta«  5-1  MB ‘  .  _ 

MAffcgaoid  S7 

'  T  546-  MMTMU  ItfltaiWM  - OOWIteB  fj 

•V*  ■•at#-  $MMKAHARA2S&fta4-tl-Z - _ - TJnfel  W 

A  Zfrfl  BMMMjME IMP Fm* 6-18-7 BaasooW « 

«-(!*** UfcUtaftaaWv.i-l  £nta fln. 7-1  Otmo. M  BOU 


3.30  EBFTkTTBBMJ^fiSUUD HARES  WMCes 

CHASE 

(OflHfer.  £3,457: 2tn)(5) 

1  UZ-T  saao  CALL  TWfiSt  T  For*  7-11-4...  R  Dump*  9 

2  <WU  BKDCPflW  ROSE  13  (S)  P  WKWG  &-10-T2 - SWx  83 

3  236-  6UN0A  243  (7)  N TadtaHtaMH  5-W-12 - CUMIjn  - 

4  366  HXTSPRMSC  IB  CPsptan  5-10-12 TDnconbep)  - 

S«4P  UP7W1Bf«01SPFm37-10-12 - /Utaaon  - 

MSraHX  .«■«  fiub.fi-1  UkpKk  ftoa  10-1  Auft  ftartmaMlip 


THUNDB^ER 

12.40  Fly  To  The  End.  1.10  Huso.  1^40  Twin  Falls. 
2-1Q  Sparrow  Hall.  2A0  Val  De  Rama.  3.10  Our 
Rainbow.  3.40  Shining  Edge. 


:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  SIS 


12.40  JOHN  WADE  HM0  TRUCK  SELLING 

HANDICAP  HUTB1LE  (£1,933: 2m  IQ  {11  runners) 


1.10  HATHAWAY'S  LADY  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP 
KUHDLE  (£1 ,961: 2m  St  110yd)  (8) 


.  COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


kJ^St  i  -1  f^A 

7T?iMRta 

i lav 

ai'jl 

nm 

,  J  1 

BUNKERS?  RRST  TIME: 
Sues.  140  Rye  Crossiqg, 
EvezkJ  Bufc.  Wlnc«nton:  2J 


fchmger,  Vtowttc  330 
StonrMI  Rtarim,  4  JX)  Mr 


3.10  LCLPfLS  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2.355: 3m  3f  110yd)  (14) 

1  0125  ARRANGE  A  GAME  5  (F)  Wta  J  Bm  9-11-3. .  STajdortS) 
?  41-U  SVMfBBTBnO  £BfASULu«o  6-11-3  . .  M  Foster 

3  1243  SMART  APPR0AOI  9  (BFfl  Mr?  U  Rrwtey  5-10-ir  PWmo 

4  P  CUMROCtE  UX3CY  40  J  Wa*  6-10-10 . KJans 

3  2342  COWtfl  CCS. 7  W Time 6-1D-10 . JPowr(7) 

6  ^  KXOOBRDt  194  F  Uuptiy  7-10-10 - -  -  M  tMfB 

7  5  LA  CHANCE  12  Mrs  HWaton  6-10-10  ._  . .  UrAHUan 

8  5-P5  RUBB)  10  IF.&5) R Hansen 9-10-10 _  BS6w» 

9  20/  WOODSTOCK  LOOGE  G78  V  Thompson  8-1  HD 

WMTkmpsoD 

10  0-  HNMflAY  LAD  209  H  JahKan  4-1M - NW«SBW» 

11  SR-S  UBCHAAR  10 L lingo *-1M - ■—  UIMVK 

12  P  DEAR  JEAN  9  (SlUSowsstir  6-10-5 _ DPartar 

11  -433  ONE  UDRE  0WC  9  J  Needham  6-10-5..  .  I*  R  Ttantna  C5) 
14  (M4  OUR  RAWBOW  13  Ms  pay  4-10-4. . -  Rimy 

7-4  SHBbiM.  7-2  Cupps  (ML  6-1  Snan  Approch.  6-1  KoocttUs.  IM 
Uetsiiar.  14-1  On  fartos,  Habwj  LA  \6-i  aBws 


3.40  SBKEFIELD  PADDOCK  BOOKMAKERS 

HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.215: 2m  IQ  (6) 

1  2-«  SHNKBHJGE  17  (FJ?  I  Easatir  4-11-10 -  UfFyer 

r  3330  BWI  DANCana jffi)  Mrs  MRrwter 4-11-7....  PNWn 

3  F-40  IKTH1  PUNT  8  (D.S)JN«nUe  4-11-0  _  H  Mtansoo 

4  20-  Tfaia  180  S)Urs  A  Smbrt  5-10-13  .  - JSuppto 

5  2224  WOtOOS  19  (T)  6  Moon  5-10-13 . —  .  JCJatfu 

8  P35P  COURT  JOKER  10  H  AJeandn  4-lM.  - - BSWey 

IM  SMng  EOpL  3-1  Eda  Danes,  W  Unted  Fan.  5-1  Ninas,  7-1  Timid. 
14-1  CauflJDta 


113143  6DOO 1WES  13  pFfJSJSi  (Ms  D  RoMtsca)  12-0 . . . 


Rncm  acta.  Sn-Dgme  bnn  IF  —  M  P  — 
puftd  op.  U — utssMl  Into.  B—  brougW 
in  S  — Sipped  ni  R  —  rNbsL  D  — 
cisqaifiAid).  Mace's  name  Days  swt  tel 
Baton:  F  if  DaL  £8  —  bUtss.  V  —  vfcar  H  — 
Mod  E  —  EytsheU  C—  canawnn  D  — 
dtesnoB  me.  CD  —  cone  and  Oetmee 


_ _ _  .  B  West  (7)  B8 

«*iw  BF  —  Deafen  bwuw  n  baa  race  j 
Gotag  «  «hch  hnc  te  won  (F  —  torn,  good  to 
ton.  lad  6  —  good  S  —  art.  good  b  alt, 
tayy)  (tons  m  badtah  Tians  Age  and 
«9(*.  ftnks  p!it  wy  afimarca.  The  Tones 
PnwBHauifaflipairatoift. 


GOING:  GOOD 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


'Jrt 


1).  USD  RAN:  4-1  few 


Jocfcho.  IMs  Music.  Persian  &**sbI. 
Prime  Memories,  Spring  Bade.  20  ran. 
Ml.  8,  ftl  21,  41.  M  Pipe  a  Wefingttn 
TOW  C4.1Q-,  52to.  C55C.  C24  0Q  OF. 
540.40.  Tno:  rd  wn  (pool  of  £34636 
carried  ibraad  to  2. 00  at  Wincanlai 
today).  CSF- £46.47. 

PltoC4pOt£S120.  OuKlpot  £21 5a 


Hereford 


Gong:  good  to  soft 

1.00  C2m  11  hdb)  1.  Crown  And  Cutton 
(P  Holey.  100-1):  Z  Sberian  Mvstc 
110-1):  3.  WamrgReei  tS-l>.  Fiirean  8-11 
fav  16  ran.  10t  da.  T  Greattosari  Tote: 
£13840:  £1610.  £2 GO,  £1  70  DF: 
E3S.40  Trier  £1^1 30  (pair  won,  pop)  oi 
£13734  earned  ientard  Ip  2.00  at 
Wincantoo  loday)  CSf- E824D&. 

130  (2m  3  eh)  J.  Pbppets  P«  (Mr  a 
BaUrn.  1 1-1):  2.  ftudaij  Peggy  (ic-l):  3. 
VfayuphU{4-til-te4  Ncrthamc)ptnw*4- 
1  tfew.  13  ran.  m  71.  J  MuSns  Tote: 
Cl&Oft  ttJO.  E2.40,  £1.70.  DF:  £5560. 
Trite  £12820  (pal  won.  poet  Ot  £9236 
carried  tonasd  to  200  a  Wmsrton 
today]  CSF-  E113JB  Tncest  C4S556- 
200  (2m  If  hsfle)  1.  Gtowng  Patti  (J 
Harris,  3-1);  2.  LamsHocxf  Jmtor  (7-2):  3. 
Scdp  'em  114*1).  ASce's  Mnor  6~4  lar.  8 


an.  131.  Ihl  R  Hodges.  Tate-  £340. 
£1.60.  £1.10,  52.50  £17.00  CSF 

£14.18.  Tricast  £119.07.  No  t*d. 

230  (3m  HI  lOyri  ch)  1 .  Don  Du  Cadran 
{AThamon.  6-1):  2.  Mourn  Serrath  (8-1). 
3.  Carfnaf  Rule  (25-1).  MtaTs  You  Story 
7-4  tov  ll  ran  71,  2S  T  Forster.  Tote 
£7?a  £180.  £290.  £890.  DF:  ES760 
Trio.  £1 1020  (part  won;  pool  of  £141.31 
caned  tonward  IQ  200  ai  Vfttoatfon 
today).  CSF’  £5244. 

3.00  (an  3t  110yd  hde)  1 .  Lets  Be  Frank 
(R  Johnson.  2-1  tw):  2,  Raven’s  Roost 
(7-D:  3.  Clod  (topper  (10-1).  15  ran  9t  21 
N  Chant*  Tate.  £2.60:  £1.10  £240. 
£260.  DF  £1040.  Trio.  £2850  CSF: 
C17.0B  Tritaat  £117.44. 

3-30  (2m  (to)  i,  Scottish  Baitf  (A 
Thornton.  7-4  &n&  2  Ftouchw  (5-1):  3. 
Nonren  Singer  (&-1).  12  ran  NFHtonfic 
Watey  101.  13  P  Webber.  Tote  £270; 
£1.50.  £140.  £4  30  OF:  CB.40.  THo: 
652.90.  CSF-  £1231.  Tree*  £6239 
4.00  (2m  U  fttt  face)  1.  Mefctodc  Mn« 
(G  Hogan,  fl-1):  2.  Lowly  Ftoscal  P-4&); 
3.  KOBhem  (9^.  13  ran  2,  lift  Mm  J 
Ptonan.  Tote:  £7.40.  £200  £l  20.  £2.70. 
DF:  £1260  Trio.  £33.00  CSF:  £28.49. 
Jac|q»t:~  not  yon  {pool  of  £2287.75 

carted  toirad  to  Vfanaidc  today). 

Pteoapot  £467.70.  ■  wbha 


KBLEY  WOOD  UMtUtii  Mb am  in 
tentefe)  dto  4  Tauten  On.  goad  n  ton) 
FLAPJACK  LAD  2#l  2nd  d  8  to  Bell  m 
tare&aa  date  A  fonn  On  4(  1KM.  mat  to 
sdOlOUNNEL  PASTUC  2»l  2ndoi  11  to 
Uacte  n  tondiap  class  A  Hfacanton  (2n  3. 


Wiamgsfe  to  nows  femfiap  ctose  d  UamtfB 
(2m  9.  flood). 

Saiu&n:  FUPJACK  LAO 


I  ,«JU  HARBUBY  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£1,691:  2m  3Q  (13  rnnners) 

201  002010-  njXHRl  5THTK  188  (51  (U  Altafv)  Mfcs  H  KM^d  6-11-10  Mr  A  1tttt  (7)  90 

202  114302  HACKETTS  CROSS  9  GJG)  (6  Bnscoel  P  Eccte.  B-11-8 _  A  P  McCoy  ® 

203  012  SHUTTLECOCK  14F  (BfJ)  lUc  N  Muader)  Ate  N  Uteauler  $-11-4  A  Magter  9$ 

2M  30202/0  JOWI  DAMAN  21  (F£>  (M  Cfarta)  D  Graghfy  7-10-13 .  __  G  Supoto  (7)  - 
20$  52-0P42  SUNMAKER  S3  (CS)  IB  Uenflyn)  6  Ltowton  7-104  .  M  J  l  Uewriyn  9S 

206  0V1SP-2  TAUAMXI  7  (E)  (R  ShMi  C  Jams  6-10-7 _ _  ME  Janes  93 

207  564340  RAV  RWB1  19  (B/.G)  (M  Rriga)  k  Wneim  4-104 .  J  Ryan  97 

200  43261F  KN6  OF  BABmM  36  (F)  (R  riatcocto)  F  Jontai  4-10-3. .  R  Sun*  96 

209  PMPQ6  SSI  PAGEANT  9  B^S)  (0*1  Dosn)  K  Bridgnler  7-104 .  D  Bridflrtar  92 

210  213-250  BRIGHT  SAPFWff  13  (FTLS)  (D  Rrdsd)  D  Buctejl  10-10-0.  0  J  BmcMI  96 

211  PFVPR0  C0UXS1  SCHBC  7  fJffi  [E  State)  H  HM  9-10-0 _  B  PDWl  - 

21?  G32Q3P-  KA1BALL0U  439  (M  Firigel  K  mnpwe  7-10-0 . .  _  Ur  0  HcPbal  (7)  93 

213  SFP-6P  COMUANCHE  STORM  13  (Ms  K  Mdteot)  H  Item  4-10-0 _  M  p  SCoO  - 

Long  hmfeap:  St  Papert  9-1 1  Savrin  9-13.  OX  at  Sdm  3-8.  Kittaliou  9-3.  Goanancte  Stain 

9-8. 

BETTN6:  7-2  SUBiceck.  9-2  Taraadu.  8-1  Hsctats  Cross.  7-1  Com!  Skptor.  B-1  Gunria.  10-1  Ray 
Rub,  Kog  01  Bttqton.  12-1  dta 

19K:  comm  5-1&-10  Mtimcii  Xefly  (18-1)  C  Umt  18  m 


FORM  FOCUS 


caXWBJ.  STEPTOE  bed  Pda  Manamy  211  ti 
15-oue  ofing  oMct  ludto  A  Earn  da  21. 
gooC  to  soB)  on  penutarafe  stan.  nift  KMG  OF 
BAByUUfrt6B>  Mta  Id)  19KI  4tL  HACXETT5 
CROSS  3KI  2nd  oM  4  to  Butagton  San  n 
xanuionel  (octeys  stBng  hattcap  hudto  a  ud- 
b»  (2m.  gmt  to  Inn)  aritti  SSI  PAGEANT  [ID 

MTK  Of)  7»l  Gto. 

samiECOCK  bed  Nonas  2WI  in  8-iuna 
ctetomg  lude  si  .Spdgnhdl  (2m  II.  good  to  tom) 
on  peufUmata  skit  OHIAKBi  2»l  2nd  of  10  to 


Bten  Bytte  Glass  n  seKng  bantcai  (udto  A 
IUn  Abtxa  (3m  31  good  to  Arm)  TAUANDUO 
2nd  d  10  to  WlHy  Sta  n  selfing  hurdle  A 
Toateder  (2m.  Qoad)  RAY  RR/Bt  abml  6WI 40) 
ol  11  to  Mrvnsnd  Fsb  In  anttiona  todeys 
jelbng  lmftap  faudle  A  Wacesaa  (2m.  good  to 
fnn)  an  paiMnsto  sat  KMG  OF  BABVLQN  bed 
Lac  De  Gras  3WI  to  6-niHKr  seHng  handicap 
hudto  A  L inflow  On  3  110yd,  ttm)  on  pouto- 
matr  start 

Setecte:  SHOTTLECOCK 


2.20  SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE/ JOCKEYS  ASSOCIATION  SERIES  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (Qualifier  £2.909:  2m  31)  (7  runners) 

301  3501-10  TEEN  JAY  12  (F£S)  (Gotta  Associates)  B  Uenfivn  6-12-8.  .  .  V  Stafery  96 

are  P012-1B  KJMWAY  PETE  12  paXF.G)  (J  Smoaem  M  hpe  6-12-P  ...  A  P  McCoy  98 

303  22/311-4  KHALDI  8  (CF.63)  |T  WMkyl  D  BavUb  7-11-7 Septa  MkM  (5]  90 

304  P01/613-  BMUSaiAN  an  aDJJiS)  IAohtocI  Ues  H  Kroghl  10-11-6  M  A'Wrtle  P)  © 

305  5106-  DDMAPPQ.  26F  (G)  IM  tortsl  Wfs  j  Etta)  A-iO-11 . .  T  Xert  91 

306  10-  WMSF0R0  WJ.  363  (S)  (Si  Hera  Paws)  P  Mbs  5-108 A  Uapri  91 

307  000801  R0SBWJ.  16  (C0J)  (Ms  T  PAngtoni  Me  I  Pifa0DH  5-108  E  Hogai  (3)  75 

LOU  handtoap:  ftoetal  8-7. 

BET1W6: 9-4  Ocuarai  3-1  Khatd.  7-2  Ihnway  FHb.  5-1  DonappeL  7-1  Ton  Jay.  0-1  WmsfeM  Hat  16-1 
Raschrtl 

1995:  NO  CORRESPONDOtE  RACE 

FORM  FOCUS 


TEEN  JAY  bear  Mm  1HI  n  13-ronta  tontoeap 
ludto  A  Worcasta  (2m  41.  good)  on  pwifeiae 
dal  RUNAWAY  PETE  34  H  EH  d  10  to  Cask 
Swep  to  haidkap  ludto  a  CtepskM  On  « 
110yd.  good  to  tail  w«t  Tffi4  JAY  35»i  Brii 
Pmncusiy  heat  Moctocfc  41  n  s-roraw  lanbcap 
turtle  ue>  cause  ad  detoncr  (good  to  tom) 
KHAUU  HI  4ft  d)  8  to  Team  to  tanfaap  twdto 
A  Wonxsta  On.  gouQ  GR0USEMAN  3)  tod  o( 


10  to  TuHymuiy  Tofl  n  handicap  tea  die  at  Ftoydodt 
(2m  41.  good).  DOMAFra.  hett  rttal  ted  tern 
heal  Dally  Bov  mort-head  in  20-nnu  nonce  lu- 
dto  A  KaydoU  (2m.  good)  WINSF0R0  MU.  beat 
2tad  1U  l>  6-iuina  novice  nunUc  to  Hnim 
AIM  (2m  it  good]  on  penuatoute  ■Xnl 
ROSEHALL  heal  'Ractaa  ned  «  SHunner  pome 
toidto  met  erase  ail  ifatara*  (guto  to  tom) 
Selector  RUNAWAY  PETE  (nap) 


CONEY ROAO 3Q  9di nil 4  to Itadys Utano in 
iwke  lante  to  Ascot  On  41  good  to  sod)  MCH 
EMPEROR  281  4fi  d  S  to  Mony  Stop  ai  notoca 
dose  at  Ctietanham  (ton  1L  tom)  on  pmtanate 
start.  PARLIAMENTARIAN  del  4tti  id  5  to  Baonel 
n  novice  Oaa  A  Kempton  [3m.  good)  TIE 
BRU0  32)91  4h  ol  10  to  Foote  Enand  m  nonce 
ttese  to  Chepstow  (tin  31 110yd.  sod)  THE  SHY 


PADRE  del  5k  of  6  to  SmAiQ  Ctart  to  nonce 
tafldfcap  chase  to  Sandnm  (2m  *1 10yd.  good  to 
sot)  ARCTIC  MADAM  beal  Tlldag  21  in  iSunno 
tort  to  Ctartfon  Hwettome  (3m  torn). 

PEPTIC  LADY  321 7li  al  24  to  Andaroto  a  Nation* 
Hud  Fill  race  al  NaMxny  (2m  1 10yd.  good!  on 
perutinatB  start. 

Setedtorr  THE  BRUD 


3.20  SH1PST0N  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6.736:  3m  2Q  (4  nmners) 

501  1P11F-1  DOT'S  LADY  12  (CRFAS)  (Mr,  J  OWvsrii  Ms  J  Rman  7-1  MO  W  Uaston  96 

502  11113-2  CUSS  OF  MNETYtwo  (CO)  (lord  Cuogam  Cap!  T  Forte  7-11-5  A  P  McCoy  94 

503  2T1M  StMOS  STRDMG  25  (S)  (Mrt  Dadd  Itamsao)  0  NhteiWn  Mi-4  a  Uagnre  97 

504  3AB111-  FUJ.W  OATS  264  (CD.6^  (1  MaOcoald)  Miss  Hhagta  iD-11-2  Mr  A  INMc  (71  ffl 

BFTTWE:  7-4  Soota  SBoog.  5-2  Ctes  d  Ntortylw.  11-4  FuB  gt  Qjfe  3-1  UoT]  Lady 

1995:  TD0G0GDTD  BE  TRUE  7-11-4  L  Wyer  (7-2)  M  H  Laataby  7  m 


KXDTS  LADY  beat  fectay  brdao  S  to  6-runi 
tarfeap  chase  to  Utroeta  (3m  21,  good  to  km) 
OASS  OF  NBCTYTWC  71  2nd  oTT  to  Foot. 
Enand  h  Rantflcst  dase  to  Bata  (2m  51 110yd. 
good  to  sad)  SOUNDS  STRONG  beal  Mc&egor 


Return  to  action 

LARGE  action,  foe  Oliver 
Sherwood-trained  gelding, 
will  return  from  a  long  lay-off 
in  tomorrow’s  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  Hurdle  at  Ascot  He 
has  not  run  since  winning  the 
same  race  12  months  ago. 
Ladbrokes  make  Large  Action 
12-1  third  favourite  for  the 
Champion  Hurdle. 
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RUGBY  LEAGUE:  CLUB  CHAMPIONSHIP  LAUNCHED  IN  LONDON  AND  SYDNEY  AT  CENTRE  OF  AMBITIOUS  GAME-PLAN  RUGBY  UNION 

combines 
best  of  both 


promise 

stifled 


London  Counties . ....20 

Argentina  XV . —  63 


worlds 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


THE  Super  League,  finally 
free  of  all  legal  shackles, 
presented  a  bold  furure  for  the 
sport  yesterday  in  the  shape  of 
a  22-leam  wnrld  club  champ¬ 
ionship  next  year.  Moreover, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  threat  of 
players  moving  to  rugby 
union  can  be  removed  by  a 
reshaped  ten-month  season. 

in  separate  launches  in 
Leeds  and  Sydney  yesterday, 
details  of  the  global  vision 
were  filled  in  after  a  year  on 
hold.  While  league  has  been 
stuck  in  the  starting  blocks, 
union  has  seized  the  initiative 
in  wealth  and  importation  of 
several  leading  players  from 
the  other  code  for  part  of  the 
winter. 

The  crowded  rugby  league 
calendar  apparently  leaves  no 
room  for  the  new  dual-code 
professional,  or  the  joint- 
owned  players  mooted  this 
week  by  Wigan  and  Wasps. 
For  players  now  making  a 
living  from  both  sports  it  will 
probably  mean  a  straightfor¬ 
ward  choice. 

“I  would  be  amazed  if.  with 
the  programme  we  have,  that 
a  player  wouldn't  want  to  lie 
on  a  beach  somewhere.”  Mau¬ 
rice  Lindsay,  the  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  League  chief  executive, 
said.  “1  hope  it  would  reduce 
the  desire  of  someone  to  play 
union  ...  but  players  do  like 
money.” 

A  championship  featuring 
the  12  European  and  ten 
Australasian  Super  League 
dubs  is  an  exciting  and  pro¬ 
gressive  venture.  No  other 
dub  competition  in  sport  em¬ 
braces  the  trans-hemisphere 


prinriple.  Suddenly,  rugby 
league's  horizons  broaden 
from  the  M62  to  points  12.000 
miles  southeast. 

Within  the  domestic  Super 
League,  which  is  starting  a 
fortnight  earlier  than  last  sea¬ 
son.  on  March  15.  two  three- 
week  breaks  are  built  in  for  60 
pool  marches.  These  will  take 
place  simultaneously  on  both 
continents.  Teams  that  travel 
to  the  southern  hemisphere  for 
their  first  three  games,  in 
June,  will  be  at  home  for  the 
next  three  in  July  and  August. 

If  die  launch  yesterday  is  an 
indication,  logistical  problems 
are  just  starting.  The  fixture 
list  had  to  be  redrafted  at  the 
last  minute  because  some 
Australian  grounds  were  un¬ 
available.  On  the  first  three 
weekends.  St  Helens,  the 
Super  League  champions,  are 
at  home  to  Auckland  War¬ 
riors.  Cronulla  Sharks  and 
Penrith  Panthers,  while  Wig¬ 
an  are  at  Canterbury  BuU- 
dogs.  Brisbane  Broncos  and 
Canberra  Raiders. 

Kind  words  at  the  Leeds 
launch  about  English  dubs  by 
Laurie  Daley,  the  likely  cap¬ 
tain  of  Australia  for  their 
British  tour  next  November, 
were  put  into  perspective  by* 
Denis  Betts,  the  Great  Britain 
and  Auckland  forward.  “I  am 
sure  that  Wigan,  St  Helens 
and  Bradford  can  on  their  day- 
knock  off  a  top  Australian 
side.  Whether  they  can  do  it 
consistently  is  another  thing. 
For  weaker  sides  you're  look¬ 
ing  at  defeat  by  50  points,  until 
standards  can  be  raised."  he 
said. 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY’  CORRESPONDENT 


Daley,  left,  the  Canberra  Raiders  captain,  joins  Lindsay  at  the  launch  in  Leeds  of  the  Super  League's  vision  for  a  global  game 


Given  the  potential  for  em¬ 
barrassment.  there  is  a  con¬ 
trivance  to  the  competition's 
early  stages.  By  an  unwieldy- 
system  of  qualification.  Eur¬ 
ope  is  guaranteed  four  quar¬ 
ter-finalists-  Thus  a  side  can 
lose  most  of  its  poo]  matches 
and  still  get  a  slice  of  the  £1 
million  prize-money  on  offer 
from  the  last-eight  knockout 
stage. 

Under  the  new  marketing 
umbrella  of  Rugby  League 
(Europe),  the  12  Super  League 
clubs  are  gradually  gening 
their  act  together.  There  is  the 


incentive  of  being  able  to  keep 
all  home  gate  receipts.  Travel 
and  accommodation  costs  are 
bring  borne  in  an  overall  £3.5 
million  package  by  the  Super 
League  backers.  The  News 
Corporation,  parent  company 
of  The  Times. 

Matches  pitting  two  capital 
cities  against  each  other,  be¬ 
tween  London  Broncos  and 
Canberra  Raiders,  fulfil  Super 
League's  global  agenda,  yet 
the  essentially  parochial  na¬ 
ture  of  the  British  game  is  far 
from  being  overcome.  For  all 
its  aspiring  junior  players. 


London  is  still  a  team  of 
Australian  imports;  Cardiff. 
Glasgow  and  Bristol  remain 
dots  on  the  map  and  Paris 
Saint-Germain  is  a  propped- 
up  token  European  rep¬ 
resentative. 

In  tones  different  from  the 
expansionist  talk  of  a  year  ago. 
Lindsay  said:  “Everything  has 
been  changing,  in  rugby 
union  particularly,  and  our 
clubs  need  to  stabilise.  With 
the  advent  of  this  action- 
packed  calendar,  there  is  no 
need  for  pressure  to  create 
new  teams." 


EUROPE  Pool  A:  Si  Helens.  Wigan 
Warriors.  Bradford  Bulls.  London  Bron¬ 
cos.  Wartogton  Wohras.  HaBarc  Blue 
Sax.  Pool  B:  Sheffield  Eagles.  Otaham 
Boas.  CasOstord  Tigers,  Leeds.  Paris 
Saint -German,  Sail  ord  Reds. 


AUSTRALASIA:  Pool  A:  Brisbane 
Broncos.  OronuSa  Shads.  Canberra 
Raiders.  Auckland  Warriors,  Canter- 
buy  Otidogs.  Penrtth  Panthers  Pool 
B:  Adelaide  Rare.  Penh  Western 
Rads.  North  Queenstaid  Coufcoys 
Huner  Manners. 


one  another  m  three  homo  and  three 
®vay  marches  The  top  three  teams 
bom  Europe  and  lop  three  teams  from 
Airscraiaeia  quelfe  for  the  quarter-, 
faiais.  In  the  two  B  pools,  European 
and  Australasian  teams  tom  separate ' 
league  tables,  bur  only  the  wtreterof 
the  Australasian  table  automafleafly' 
quaQfes  tor  the  quartar-ftafs.  The  last 
quarter-final  place  wfl  be  decided  by  a 
European  pfay-oft  between  the  winner 
erf  Pool  B  and  thB  tourth-oiaced  team  to 
Pool  A 


DETAILS:  The  composition  of  the 
pools.  Is  based  an  the  teams’  fnsftng 
Oder  bom  last  season.  In  the  mo  A 
pools,  the  European  and  Australasian 
teams  lomi  separate  leagues  but  ptay 


OATES  (st  1997]-  Pool  notches:  June 
B  to  8. 13  to  IS.COto  22;  Jirfy  T8to  20.'- 
25 to 27; August! to 3  Quarter-finate: 
September  26  to  28.  SemMinafa: 
October  4  Rnab  October  11. 


FOOTBALL:  ENGLAND  GOALKEEPER  FACES  SPELL  ON  SIDELINES  AFTER  SUSTAINING  INJURY  IN  PREMIERSHIP  MATCH  AT  OLD  TRAFFORD 


THERE  have  been  some  great 
divisional  days  at  Twicken¬ 
ham  and  yesterday,  in  a. 
masochistic  son  of  way.  was 
one  of  them.  Forget  epics  of 
yesteryear  —  against  the  1951 
South  Africans,  the  1988  A  us- 
fra  Mans,  the .  54,000  who  r^r " 
turned  up  to  watch  London 
play  the  1993  New  Zealanders 
—  the  22. players  who  wore 
London's  colours  in  front  of.  a  . 
paltry  L.000  people  did  so  with 
as  much  pride  as  any  of  them. 

The  motley  collection  of 
students,  teachers  and  the  odd  -. 
electrician  even  had  the  temer¬ 
ity  to  lead  one  of  the  world’s 
significant  rugby-playing  na¬ 
tions  for  much  of  the  first  half . 
before  subsiding  as  weight 
and  pace  told. 

Only  on  Friday  did  London 
know  that  politics  would  keep 
a  swathe  of  first  and  second- 
division  players  out  of  the 
action.  The  match  XV  had  only 
one  training  period. 

What  the  Argentinians 
made  of  it  they  were  far  too 
polite  to  utter.  By  the  time  thqy  ^  J.t 
had  scored  their  eighth  try.  six 
of  file  players  who  appeared 
against  South  Africa  in  Bue¬ 
nos  Aires  last  Saturday  had 
taken  the  field  against  opposi¬ 
tion^  drawn  from  the  third 
division  down  to  the  seventh, 
where  Nick  Killick,  once  of 
England  under-21  and  Harle¬ 
quins,  now  plays.  : ' 

Jose-Luis  imhoff,  their 
coach,  made  the  point  that 
they  had  only  three  days  in 
which  to  prepare  for  the  first  "  ' 
international  with  South  Afri-  — 

ca  earlier  this  month,  but  he  . 
will  have  been  concerned  that  .[ 

his  side  could  have  been  jlh 

pierced  in  midfield  or  out- 
flanked  with  comparative 
ease.  Had  a  couple  of  passes 
not  been  knocked  on,  Jeff  ^ 

Alexander's  breaks  might 
have  created  two  further 


ling  Sele 


Cracked  ribs  may  deprive  Arsenal  of  Seaman  for  key  games 


By  Russell  Kempson 


Seaman:  derby  doubt 


DAVID  SEAMAN,  the  England  and 
Arsenal  goalkeeper,  could  be  out  of 
action  for  up  to  a  month  after  it 
emerged  yesterday  that  he  cracked 
three  ribs  during  the  1-0  FA  Carling 
Premiership  defeat  by  Manchester 
United  at  Old  Trafford  on  Saturday. 
It  is  the  third  time  in  his  seven  years 
at  the  club  that  he  has.  sustained  such 
an  injury.  Seaman.  33.  is  likely  to 
miss  the  north  London  derby  3gainsi 
Tottenham  Hotspur  at  Highbury  on 
Sunday,  as  well  as  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup  fourth-round  lie  against  Liver¬ 
pool  at  Anfield  next  Wednesday  and 
the  Premiership  trip  to  Newcastle 
L  niled  three  days  later. 


Seaman  could  play  with  painkill- 
ing  injections,  as  he  did  in  the 
European  Cup  Winners'  Cup  final 
against  Parma  in  Copenhagen  in 
May  1994.  He  also  ware  a  body 
protector  against  Auxerre  in  the 
quarter-finals  of  the  same  competi¬ 
tion  last  year.  Arsenal  won  both 
matches  1-0. 

John  Lukic.  .Arsenal's  second- 
choice  goalkeeper,  has  been  placed 
on  stand-by.  He  has  played  only  Two 
games  this  season,  conceding  five 
goals  in  the  draws  againsi  Chelsea 
and  Aston  Villa. 

Chelsea  have  played  down  repons 
that  they  are  about  to  >tan  Georg 
Koch.  24.  the  Fortuna  Dusseirionf 
goalkeeper.  Gwyn  Williams.  Chel¬ 


sea’s  administration  officer,  said 
yesterday:  “He's  one  of  many  players 
we’ve  looked  at  but  dial's  all  it  is.  just 
looking.”  Dmitri  Kharine  and  Kevin 
Hitchcock-  Chelsea’s  first  and  sec¬ 
ond-choice  goalkeepers,  are  injured 
while  Frode  Grodas.  the  on-loan 
Norway  international,  is  due  to  join 
Sturm  Graz,  of  Austria,  next  month. 

Tony  Yeboah.  the  Ghana  and 
Leeds  United  forward,  moved  closer 
to  a  rerum  ro  first-team  action  when 
playing  for  90  minutes  and  scoring  in 
a  practice  match  against  Carlisle 
United  yesterday.  Yeboah.  our  with 
knee  problems  since  March,  said:  “I 
need  two  or  three  reserve  games, 
then  T  will  be  back  in  contention.” 

Bolton  Wanderers,  the  Nationwide 


League  first  division  leaders,  have 
lodged  an  appeal  against  the  send¬ 
ing-off  of  Jimmy  Phillips,  their  de¬ 
fender.  in  the  3-1  defeat  by 
Birmingham  City  at  St  Andrew’s  last 
week-  Phillips  was  dismissed  by 
Graham  Pooley  after  an  incident 
involving  Paul  Devlin,  the 
Birmingham  striker. 

Devlin  appeared  to  head-butt  Phil¬ 
lips  and.  though  Phillips  was  unhurt 
and  did  not  feign  injury  or  retaliate. 
Pdoley  showed  the  red"  card  to  both 
playere.  Phillips  was  incensed  and 
had  to  be  restrained  by  colleagues  as 
he  walked  off  the  pitch.  Pboley  laier 
confirmed  that  he  had  sent  Phillips 
off  for  the  same  offence  as  Devlin. 

Colin  Todd,  the  Bolton  manager. 


has  studied  a  video  of  the  match  and 
written  to  the  Football  -  Association? 
He  and  Phillips,  who  has  already  • 
received  a  three-match  suspension 
far  his  alleged  part  in  the  incident 
will  be  supported  in  their  appeal  by 
Trevor  Francis,  the  Birmingham 
manager,  and  Devlin. 

□  The  European  Champions' 
League  will  be  shown  on  terrestrial 
television  until  2300.  LTV  yesterday 
completed  an  exclusive  three-year 
agreement  worth  an  estimated  £75 
million,  to  show  the  competition.  The 
deal  will  complete  a  £45  miUion-a- 
season  package  for  ITV  including  toe 
FA  Cup.  worth  £15-miUkm  a  season, 
and  highlights  of  England 
internationals. 


London  tries.  As  it  was.  Alex¬ 
ander  soared  a  try  to  go  with 
that  of  Rushin,  a  student  in 
the  first  half. 

Had  Raymond  kicked  a 
dose-range  penalty,  London 
would  have  led  at  the  interval  . 
instead  of  trailing  14-13.  There^- 
after  the  Argentinians  'tool^S 
charge,  Bauza  scoring  Three1-  : 
times  from  No  8  and  Bartoluc- 
drunning  in  from  85  metres  to 
provide  a  distinct  highlight  as 
replacements,  on  both’  sides, 
came  and  went  like  confetti. 


SCORBtS:  London  Comtes:  Trim; 
Rusftto.  Atoxoncte.  Conversions:  Raymond 
(2).  Raymond  i7)  Argentina 

XV:  Trias:  Bouza  (3).  Sotah  pi,  Banotoco. 
.  TravagM,  Outada.- Oonvowrionac  Quesada 


ATHLETICS 


SWIMMING 


SAVE  £50  ON  THIS  EXECUTIVE  LEATHER  BRIEFCASE 


HP  Pierre  Balmain 
briefcase  for  only  £79.95 


BAF  tuning  in  to  new 
television  contract 


Dismissal  of  coach 
may  prompt  boycott 


.  TravagM.  <torado.-6onvaratona.  Quesada 
(7)  P*naKy  goals:  Ouasada  (3). 

LONDON  OOLMT1ES:  H  RusNn  (Havant):’ 
A  Ptonock  (Havant).  S  BoyttaB  (Havant),  J 
Alwwdar  (feata),  p  Putter  (Rosstat  Paris): 
C  Raymond  (Lortoon  Walsh).  D  Jonas 
WawrtJ.  D  Reas  (Havant).  H  KMck 
(Haywards  Heath),  J  Davies  lEsher.  cap- 
frN-  p  BfWiy  (Esher).  1  Campbell-, 
lamerton  (Rossiyn  Park).  J  Fowtor  (Sate), 
M  Reeve  (Havant).  C  Brierioy  (Orreflt 
fra*  repteed  by  N  Oldham  (Haunt 
rfTnw):  tack  rapiocad  by  A  Tudwr 
AflnctonWebh.  59).  Briefey  replaced  by  b 
PtiameJHawnt  83).  Rushn replaced by R 
tawwrth  (Havant  B3):  CampK* 
Ijjimerton  replaced  by  D  RufleBe  (Rosdyrr 
reptecsd  tf/  j  Cameron  . 
(Havant  68);  Jonas  replaced  by  J  Coutson 
(Wasps.  75).  .  7 


B>  David  Powell  athletics  correspondent 


By  Craig  Lord 


.  I.-J i  . 


THIS  elegant  leather  briefcase,  from  the 
Pierre  Balmain  design  studio  in  Paris,  is  the 
perfect  accessory  for  busy  executives.  And  at 
£79.95  inducting  free  delivery  for  readers  of 
77ie  Times,  it  is  £50  off  the  mrrp  of  £129.95. 

Designed  to  appeal  to  men  and  women, 
the  briefcase  is  crafted  from  superb  soft 
nappa  leather.  The  flapover  top  lid  is  secured 
by  a  quality  combination  lock  and  there  are 


two  expanding  compartments  inside. 

It  also  features  two  internal  expanding 
zipped  sections  and  a  concealed  full  length, 
deep  outer  zip  pocket.  Finished  with  a  Pierre 
Balmain  leather  identity  tag.  this  business¬ 
like  case  gives  the  best  impression  instantly. 

The  briefcase  is  available  in  matt  black 
with  gilt  zip  pulls  and  fittings. 

It  measures  -Bern  x  30  x  115- 


THE  pre-Christmas  cash  tills 
are  rinsing  for  athletics.  The 
British  Athletic  Federation 
!B\I).  which  confirmed  yes- 
Jerda>  that  h  had  agreed  a  kit 
deal  worth  a  rccordEl  million 
a  year,  is  thought  to  be  on  the 
point  of  announcing  a  new 
television  contract  with  Chan¬ 
nel  4.  At  the  same  time,  the 
International  Amateur  Athlet¬ 
ic  Federation  (IAAFJ.  and  the 
two  fastest  men  in  the  world, 
hare  been  talking  \eiy  big 
money. 

A  four-year  deal  between 
the  BAF  and  Channel  4  is 
understood  to  have  been 
struck  and  the  sport  will 
switch  channels  in  1997  after 
12  years  with  ITS’,  which  has 
been  dissatisfied  with  the  way 
the  sport  is  run  in  Britain. 

The  new  deal  is  presumed, 
to  be  worth  much  less  than  the* 
£3  million  two-year  contract 
with  ITV.  which  is  now  at  an 
end,  but  the  guarantee'  of 
television  coverage  will  im¬ 
prove  the  Federation's  negoti¬ 
ating  power  with  sponsors. 


The  signing  of  the  kit  deal, 
with  Reebok.  is  a  formality. 
Tony  Ward,  the  BAF  spokes¬ 
man.  said. 

Indications  in  The  Times 
last  March  that  the  IAAF 
planned  to  introduce  a 
$100,000  (about  £600.000) 
bonus  for  world  records  at  the 
world  championships  in  Ath¬ 
ens  next  year  gathered  sub¬ 
stance  yesterday  when  a 
governing  body  source  was 
quoted  by  Reuter  as  saying: 
“We  have  a  sponsor  who  wfil 
pul  up  to  $100,000  for  world 
records."  Prize-money  wDl  be 
paid  at  the  world  champion¬ 
ships  for  the  first  time  next 
year. 

At  a  press  conference  on 
Tuesday,  it  was  confirmed 
that  Donovan  Bailey  and 
Michael  Johnson,  who  set 
world  records  for  the  100  and 
200  metres  respectively  last 
summer,  will  meet  in  a  $2 
million  challenge  over  150 
metres  in  Toronto  on  May  31, 
the  winner  taking  $15 
million. 


SWIMMING  coaches  across 
Britain  were  yesterday  asked 
to  deride  whether  to  bqycott 
Bristol  City  Council,  which 
has  dismissed  Eric  Hender¬ 
son.  the  head  of  its  swimming 
scheme. 

Henderson,  a  former  Scot¬ 
land  international,  is  claiming 
thai  he  has  been  unfairly 
dismissed  after  13  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  has  produced  12 
internationals.  He  is  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  council  against  his 
dismissal  and  is  being  backed 
by  the  British  Swimming 
Coaches  Association  {BSCA}. 

The  BSCA  yesterday  sent 
out  ballot  forms  to  its  mem¬ 
bers.  asking  them  to  vote  on 
whether  to  boycott  Bristol, 
given  that  the  Amateur  Swim¬ 
ming  Association  has  backed 
moves  for  Clive  Durran.  a 
former  development  manager, 
to  lake  temporary  control  of 
the  Bristol  scheme. 

The  BSCA  form  states:  “If 
we  as  coaches  are  seen  to 
allow  another  coach  to  cover 
the  programme  of  a  colleague 


when  we  feel  he  has  been 
unfairly  dismissed,  then  it 
gives  toe  impression  that  we 
as  an  association  are 
condoning  toe  way  our  col¬ 
league  has  been  treated.” 

A  council  spokesman  said 
the  BSCA  was  “balloting  its 
members  cm  unreliable  infor¬ 
mation"  He  said  he  could  not 
divulge  details  of  Henderson’S 
case. 


ffiOENTWA  XV;  D  Qtannamonlo;  O 
BartAioe,  F  Garca.  L  Altar  (captain).  T 
Sctefi:  G  Queswla.  C  Sanaa:  R  Qrau.  C 
Pranwcw.MSceta  R  Travairf.  j  Simas. 
GLtenea  C  Vi#,  p  Bouza  iSamarffona 
EUxmIo  (471:  Aitoizu  replaced 
jy  J^CItev  (61);  Banducd  replaced  by  N 
Mrante  (761:  Grab  iapfcx»d  by  O  Hasan 
(7$-  Danes  replaced  by  I  Lobbe  ,78?. 

Hefcroa:  G  S#TiTMnd8  (WrOe^ 


□  Niail  Hogan,  the  Ireland 
captain  and  scrum  half,  is  out 
of  the  international  against/^V-; 
Australia  on  Saturdays**-  •— 
because  of  an  ankle  injury. 

Steve  Mclvor,  of  Garryowen. 
is  called  up  for  his  first  full 
cap  and  Keith  Wood,  the 
hooker,  takes  over  the 
captaincy. 


THE  FLEMING  HIGH  INCOME 
INVESTMENT  TRUST  PLO 


tol. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  register 
of  members  win  be  closed  from  close  of 
business  on  22  November  1996 


if.  \ 


•  '  > 

m"*,  1  ■ 


I'-k.  ‘ter. 


V-  "J,L i 


The  Times  Briefcase  Offer 
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TENNIS:  GERMAN  CROWD  BOO  LOSER  IN  ONE-SIDED  BATTLE  OF  FORMER  WIMBLEDON  CHAMPIONS 
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A  DISMAL  year  for  Andre 
Agassi,  by  comparison  with 
4  the  standard  of  his  own  peaks, 
concluded  with  humiliation 
here  yesterday  at  the  world 
championship  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Tennis  Professionals 
•  Troubled  by  a  cold,  unable  or 
,  unwilling  to  run,  he  lost  his 
opening  round -robin  match  to 
N  Pfete  Sampras  6-2. 6-1.  and  was 
whistled  and  booed  off  court 
by  a  crowd  of  15JXXJ  who  had 
paid  a  minimum  of  £70  a  seat 
Agassi  earned  £50,000 
merely  for  appearing  as  one  of 
the  eight  top-ranked  players. 
When  realising  the  extent  of 
ihis  condition,  as  he  must  have 
''  done,  he  should  have  with¬ 
drawn.  allowing  Thomas 
Enqvist,  ranked  ninth,  to  re¬ 
place  him.  His  performance, 
whether  or  not  he  was  unwell, 
whether  or  not  Sampras  hit  a 
stream  -  of  blistering  passing 
shots,  os  indeed  he  did,  was  an 
insult  -  to  the  public,  who 
justifiably  felt  cheated. 

"I  was  feeling  pretty  weak, 
not  fit  to  be  playing  well," 
Agassi,  pale  and  despondent, 
admitted.  He  had  felt  unwell - 
since  before  leaving  Las  Ve¬ 
gas,  and  did'  not  venture  to 
blame  the  crowd  for  their 
displeasure,  “I  felt  worse  than 
th^y  did,"  he  lamented.  No 
excuse.  . 

The  imminence  of  crisis  for 
the  man  ranked  No  7  was 
apparent  from  the  fourth 
,  game,  in  which  Agassi  had  to 
r. ;>save  five  break  points  in  order 
to  hold  his  service  for  2-2.  In 
'  the  next  five  games,  he  took 
one  punt;  in  the  next  nine, 
only  six.  When  trailing  54)  in 
the  second  set  he  served  an 
ace  to  iroruc  cheers- 
At  2-2  ih  the  first  set  he  had 
provided  inelegant  evidence  of 
his  cold,  blowing  his  nose 
without  recourse  to  a  handker¬ 
chief.  spraying  the  ATP  logo  at 
the  back  of  the  playing  area, 
and  that  smudging  the  damp 


From  David  Miller  in  Hanover 


area  with  his  foot.  Absence  of 
sympathy  was  unsurprising. 

Agassi'S  conduct  throt^h- 
out  die  year,  even  allowing  for 
his  Olympic  victory,  has  been 
incompatible  with  maintain¬ 
ing  his  eminence  in  the  game. 
He  has  played  too  few’  tourna¬ 
ments  —  only  two  sine?  his 
surprising  elimination  by 
Michael  Chang  in  the  US 
Open  —  and  had  predictably 
been  in  no  shape  for  Pails  or 
Wimbledon.  His  commercial 
sponsors  must  be  alarmed 
about  their  investment 

Sampras  considered  that 
mis  was  the  best  he  haul 
played  in  some  while.  "I  was 
in  a  zone —it  was  one  of  those 
days  when  everything  cUcks," 
Sampras,  who  won  all  of  his 
19  first-service  points,  said. 
“I’ve  had  spurts  of  tennis  like 


ROUND  ROSIN:  White  group:  G 
hranlsBvfc  pro)  bt  T  Muster  jtosWa) 
B-4. 6-4:  Muster  bt  M  Chang  (US)  6-4. 


this,  but  not  for  an  entire 
match."  In  truth*  he  had  little 
to  beat  and  can  regard  yester¬ 
day  only  as  a  warm-iip  for  his 
group . .  confrontations  with 
Becker  and  Kafelnikov  today 
and  tomorrow.. 

Agassi  has  maintained  his 
ranking  with .  three  tourna¬ 
ment  victories  this  year  —  at 
Key  Biscayhe,  where  Ivani¬ 
sevic  withdrew  from  the  final. 
Atlanta  and  GndnnatL  Yet  he 
has  lost  the  past  three  meet¬ 
ings  with  Sampras,  all  in 
straight  sets  this  year.  He  last 
beat  him  in  the  1995  Canadian 
Open. 

The  CreenSet  surface 
should,  in  theory,  have  been 
marginally  more  helpful  to 
Agassi’s  rally-controlled  tac¬ 
tics.  There  has  been  debate 


during  the  first  Two  days  here 
about  whether  the  courtis  fast 
or  slow.  It  is  designed  by  the 
American,  lee  Frankd,  for¬ 
merly  with  Spalding,  who 
created  the;  company,  with 
South’  African  investment  in' 
Ranee  in. 1970. 

.  Its  most  important  charac¬ 
teristic  is  trueness  of  bounce 
and  Midiael  Chang,  when 
beaten  by '  Richard  Krajicek, 
the  Wimbledon  champion,  on 
the  opening  day,  declared  that 
it  was  “fair  ~  to  all  players”. 
Gordon  Forbes,  the  former 
■South.  African  Davis  Cup 
player,  who  works  with 
GrcenSet,  considers  that  the 
.  big  services  of  .  Krajicek  and 
Ivanisevic  would  have  been 
aces  on  any  surface. 

The  proof  of  its  trueness  was 
provided  in  the  opening  match 
yesterday  between  Chang  and 
Thomas  Muster.  Chang  lost 
for  the  second  time,  6-4,  6-3, 
thereby  puttinghim  out  of  the 
running  for  the  semi-finals; 
but  it  was  a  delightful  encoun¬ 
ter  with '  both  men  artfully 
using  the  whole  of  the  court. 

Chang  sometimes  had  trou¬ 
ble  with  his  timing,  though 
;  Muster  was  consistently  strik¬ 
ing  the  ball  the  more  fiercely. 
Ungainly  in  appearance,  he 
sometimes  has  the  appearance 
of  a  squaddie  tackling  an 
assault  course,  but  his  acc¬ 
uracy  and  control  of  length  are 
at  times  phenomenal. 

“ft.  was  nice  to  play  tennis,” 
Muster  said,  with  a  touch  of 
sarcasm,  remembering  how 
he  had  been  well  beaten  by 
Krajicek  on  the  first  day.  "It 
was  nice  to  run.  to  play  shots, 
to  fight  for  bails,  to  get  a 
chance.  Yesterday  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  different." 

He  conceded  that  Chang 
had  not  been  as  aggressive  as 
usual,  making  many  unforced 
errors.  "I  put  him  under  a  lot 
of  pressure  with  my  fore¬ 
hand,"  Muster  said. 


MICHAEL  PROSST 


Sampras  hammers  down  a  service  during  his  straight-sets  drubbing  of  Agassi 


Australia  restore 
Little  on  the  wing 

AUSTRALIA'S  rugby  union  team  to  play  Ireland  at 
Lansdowne  Road  on  Saturday  shows  six  changes,  two 
positional  from  the  side  that  defeated  Scotland  at 
Murrayfield  (Karl  Johnston  writes).  Jason -  Little,  recovered 
from  injury,  is  at  right  wing,  as  Tim  Horan,  who  played 

there  against  Scotland,  reverts  to  centre,  to  the  exclusion  of 
Pat  Howard.  George  Gregan  is  preferred  at  scrum  half. 

Dan  Crowley,  who  arrived  in  Ireland  on  Tuesday  to 
replace  the  injured  Richard  Harry,  takes  over  at  loose-head 
prop.  Michael  Brial  comes  in  at  No  8.  while  Daniel  Manu 
moves  from  that  position  to  btind-side  flanker.  David 
Campese  has  been  omitted  again. 

AUSTRAUA:  U  Burtre  (New  South  Wales).  J  Little  iQ-jeeniiartdl .  □  Hwbefl 
(Queensland),  T  Horan  (Queensland).  J  fioflf  {Australian  Capital  Temiofy):  D  Knox 
(ACT).  £3  Grogan  (ACT).  0  Ctowiey  (Oueencisnd'i.  M  Foley  (Queensland).  A  Blades 
(NSW).  D  Manu  (NSW),  W  Waugh  (NSW).  J  Eales  (Queensland  capiani,  □  Wfcon 
(Queensland),  M  Bnal  (NSW)  Replacements'  P  Howard  (ACT).  S  Payne  (NSW).  A  N 
Other.  A  Heath  (NSW).  M  Caputo  (ACT).  A  N  Other 

Britons  progress 

SQUASH:  Britain's  two  highest-ranked  men  progressed  to 
the  semi-finals  of  ihe  world  open  championship  in  Karachi 
yesterday.  Peter  NicoL  from  Inverurie,  beat  Craig  Rowland, 
of  Australia,  and  will  face  Jansher  Khan,  the  defending 
champion  from  Pakistan.  Chris  Walker,  from  Colchester, 
outplayed  another  Australian.  Brett  Martin.  Walker  will 
play  Rodney  Ayles,  also  of  Australia. 

Brundle  unhurt  in  crash 

MOTOR  SPORT:  Martin 
Brundle.  right  crashed  dur- 
ing  a  practice  run  for  the 
Network  QfRAC  Rally  yes¬ 
terday,  damaging  his  Ford 
Escort  The  former  Formula 
One  driver  was  not  hurt  but 
he  and  his  co-driver.  Roger 
Freeman,  were  forced  to 
continue  in  a  different  car. 

Brundle,  preparing  for  his 
rally  debut  this  weekend, 
was  on  a  reconnaissance 
drive  of  one  of  the  Welsh 
stages  when  he  slid  off  an 
icy  Crack  and  down  a  bank. 

Burden  on  course 

TENPIN  BOWLING:  Gemma  Burden,  from  Weston- 
super-Mare  who  is  defending  her  women's  singles  title,  lies 
in  fifth  place  after  play  yesterday  in  the  World  Cup  in 
Belfast  Burden,  IS.  is  still  on  course  to  qualify  for  the 
quarter-finals.  Although  there  are  players- from  71  countries 
competing,  it  is  expected  that  the  United  Kingdom's  other 
representatives  will  all  progress  to  the  round-robin  stage. 


Ailing  Seles  forced  to  consider  surgical  solution  ParUer  Mts  trouble 

V-/  w  SAILING:  Yves  Pariier.  leader  in  the  Vendee 


' .  From  aux  Ramsay 

IN  NEW  YORK 

THIS  is  a  good  time  of  year  to 
hea  physiotherapist  here  The 
best  and  the  richest  players  in 
the  women's  game  have  gath¬ 
ered  at  Madison  Square 
’Garden  for  the  Chase  champi¬ 
onships  and  they  have 
brought  with  them  a  year’s 
worth  of  accumulated  injuries. 
The  winner's  cheque  will  not 
awussardy  go  to  the  best 
player,  rather  to  the  last 
woman  standing  come  the 
final  on  Sunday. 

On  Tuesday  night,  Monica 


Seles  finally  gave  in  to  the 
shoulder  injury  that  has  trou¬ 
bled  her  since  tile  Australian 
Open  in  January.  Playing  her 
first-round  match  against 
Kimiko  Date,  she  called  for 
the  Cramer  after  seven  games 
and  received  treatment  for  a 
few  minutes  before  deciding  to 
continue:  She  could  only  man¬ 
age  to  win  one  more  point  and. 
after,  a.  further  two  games, 
retired  at  5-4  down. 

She  must  deride  whether  to 
have  surgery  to  repair  the 
damage  or  endure  another 
year  of  playing  in  fits  and 
starts  as  the  pam  allows.  Her 


dilemma  lies  in  the  long 
recovery  time  from  such  an 
operation  —  at  best  she  would 
be  out  of  action  for  three 
months,  but  it  could  be  longer. 
Even  if  she  went  ahead  with 
the  surgery  right  away  she 
would  not  be  able  to  defend 
her  Australian  title,  the  one 
highlight  of  her  difficult  year. 

Her  father.  Karol  j,  is  rather 
more  concerned  with  his 
daughter’s  well-being  than 
with  her  tournament  record, 
and  on  Tuesday  he  was  franti¬ 
cally  signalling  from  the  court- 
side  far  her  to  withdraw  as 
soon  as  she  called  for  the 


trainer.  He  is  of  the  opinion 
that  Seles  will  never  regain 
her  position  as  the  undisputed 
world  No  1  because  she  cannot 
shake  off  the  emotional  trau¬ 
mas  of  the  stabbing  incident  in 
1993.  By  comparison,  a  tom 
shoulder  muscle  is  just  a 
problem  waiting  to  be  solved. 

"Surgery  is  a  tough  derision 
to  make  because  of  the  long 
lay-off,"  Monica  Seles  said.  "I 
don’t  want  to  jump  into  it  too 
quick.  We  thought  about  it 
after  the  US  Open  but  with 
what's  been  happening  this 
year  it's  been  tough,  not  just 
physically  but  mentally  too." 


So  far.  Seles  has  been  lucky. 
Since  she  came  hade  io  the 
WTA  Tour  her  ranking  has 
been  protected  and  only  re¬ 
cently  has  she  lost  her  auto¬ 
matic  right  to  the  joint  No  I 
position  with  Steffi  Graf.  Now, 
with  a  new  ranking  system 
coming  in  next  year  to  encour¬ 
age  the  top  players  to  play 
more  tournaments,  her  place 
in  the  world  order  will  suffer  if 
she  is  out  for  three  months.  "I 
think  we  need  more  top  play¬ 
ers  playing  each  other  more 
often."  she  said,  “but  the 
demands  on  you  are  really 
tough.  There  is  never  lime  to 


enjoy  the  victories  or  to  learn 
from  the  losses." 

As  for  Graf,  she  is  battling 
on  through  her  own  injury 
problems.  She  is  a  good  per¬ 
son  to  know  should  you  fall  ill 
away  from  home  and  she  is 
quite  serious  when  she  says 
she  has  the  private  telephone 
numbers  of  the  top  physicians 
.  in  any  city  in  the  world.  But  in 
what  has  been  a  trying  year, 
nothing  seems  to  have  focused 
her  mind  more  than  the  threat 
of  losing.  On  Tuesday  she 
dismissed  all  thoughts  of  her 
chronic  back  injury'  and  beat 
Karina  Habsudova  6-1, 6-4. 


SAILING:  Yves  Pariier.  leader  in  the  Vendee  Globe  non¬ 
stop  single-handed  round-the-world  race,  may  be  forced  to 
retire  after  the  forestay  and  jib  furier  on  his  yacht  Aquitaine 
Innovations  broke  in  brisk  southeast  trades. 

□  In  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  BT  Global  Challenge  fleet 
yesterday  set  sail  on  leg  two  of  the  round-the-world  race  to 
Wellington  in  New  Zealand,  more  than  7.000  miles  away. 

Gunn  downs  Howell 

REAL  TENNIS:  Ruaraidh  Gunn,  the  NoS  seed,  beat 
Jonathan  Howell  the  Oratory'  School  head  professional.  64. 
6-5.  2-6.  64  to  reach  the  quarter-finals  of  the  British  land 
British  open  championship  at  the  Queen’s  Club  yesterday. 
Gunn.  23.  one  of  the  new  breed  of  sponsored  tournament 
professionals,  raised  his  game  on  the  big  points  and  at  5-5  in 
the  fourth  set  kept  his  nerve  to  see  off  his  mentor. 


BADMINTON 

SHEFFIELD;  International  mafctr  Own 
tt  England  3-2  iFngtond  nan**  UK.-: 
Maria  tengteo:  P  Knowtes  toss  to  Ji  5Wg- 
sungis-isls-ia  Ltan’b doubles; 

.ana  N  Hwkw  la  xtaog  J^n  and  Mr 
Zittetmi  is-13.  18-ir  Women's  ainghr  7 
WdeSWM  IOH  to  Lu  Lu  Fang .11-1.  11-3 
Woman's  doubles.'  J  Goode  ana  G  fkmrs 
Witi  Own  Hong  and  Lu  Lu  IS-7.  ’-S-S. 
hfind  ctoubtaa:  Hum  iJrd  J  Wngtt  tt  Cncn 
Vim  aid  Lri  Zhang  Jfc-5.  15-3 
wnci  UTm-SwI  3-3 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NSW  Toronto 
38  Scania  100  aeveand  73  ABats  63. 
Npm  ftA  9C  Orlando  SR.. Hcwslon  123 
l.bprx.-.otj  113  MrtwcjKW  100  Daijas  n 7; 
tfcr 66  NLum  IQ:  GcWcn  Sad*  l®  LA 
L/Arre  1 J2  -  ' 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Group  H.  Ar* art  iTyr; 
n  Londw  lowers  61 

CYCLING 

GHENT  SXDAY  RACE:  Leading  port¬ 
ions  sCar  tint  d wr  1.  -B  Ra>  end  *- 

sdirfun  1  lapr.:  2.  A  Kasprc.  ord 

c  tWf  (Get)  76. 3.  S  Marfneto  tmd  M  Via 
(tl  73.  3.  M  Gflmac  (tins'!  one  J  P>J  SJwr* 
ttOini  64.5  £  de  (Be*)  ora  A  3a*  tt 
fe  6.  JiftggatJ*  and  J  Madsen  (Dert  n 

iCE  HOCKEY  . 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  [NHL1  OSawa  J  No* 
Jwjey  ?.  ftnsbumh  J  a  Laws  2\  lxvr~ 
Sjv  3  I.er.  Anqcte.  0:  Toronto  a  S j: 
VdfBMUvw  3  Datoi  0  __ 

BJROPEAN  LEAGUE;  UandWster  ESorm 
0L-J.ua  nSwe)” 

REAL  TENNIS  . 

QUEEN'S  CUB-  Brash  Land  Snath 


Open  'GS  mess  sated):  Second  round: 
it  Happen  {Aurl  W  D  Jonas  ff-7,  1-6.  60. 
6-  3,  R  GUtntt  J  Howe*  W .  6-5, 2-6. 6*.  F 
Fftwx®  jAusj  bt  P  Brafea  6-3,  SO.  6-3.  J 
Snow  ra.N  Penctigh6-l.6J3. 6-0 

RUGBY  UNION 

CounSes  ot  Origin  Series 

Jjmdon  Cowries  20  AigenUnaJW  63 
London  Counties;  Tries:  Alexander, 
Core  Rapvwl  2.  Pans:  Raymond 
2  Argentina  XV:  Tries:  Barrotoo.  Bouct  3. 
J-j radb.  Solan  2.  Travagtni.  Cons:  Quesada 
7  Pens  Cuesada  3. 

iX  Twickenham) 

Undw-ZI  match 

Leinster  29  N  Zealand  News  3 

Leinster  Tries:  ttactett  Doggert.  Fare*. 
Gamari  Cons;  FaneH  3.  Rwt  ranefl  l*wr 
Zealand  News:  Pan:  HohorI 
IX  Oormytmok) 


FOOTBALL 

■  KsA<fi  730  LffifeSS  Sated  - 

POSTONS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE  Pm- 
rnisr  tftiisten:  Ewrton  v  Nonmrtwm 
Forest  [70).  Second  c&viman:  Ail  v 
Rgihaham  (70).  Stockport  v  Barnsley 
iOv5). 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  first-round  replay: 
Bournemouth  v  Yewit.  .  . 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Premier 
(MOW  Unriax-18  Trophy:  Derbyshire  v 
Nottr^anristsre  lAttreton  FC.  7.15) 
Engbsh  Knowtes  Cup:  Essex  v  Kart 
iGia^cesfer  Bovd,  7-30).  Oxford  United 


CLUB  MATCH:  Gloucester  33  Royal  Air 
Feres  7 

SNOOKER 


PfffiSTON:  United  Kingdom  champ- 
kmshlK  Second  round  lEngtend  unless 
sated)  J  Hrans  (Scot)  lt¥  Campbell 
(S«»0  M.  ARobidoux  fCan)  br  S  Lae  M:  T 
Murphy  (N  Ire)  bt  M  Price  9-6.  N  Bond  bt  J 
Seoul  (N  lie)  9-6:  S  Henctiy  (Scot)  bt  fl 
M^vins  9-5,  J  Johnson  W  T  PkM  [Thaft  9h5, 
P  Hunter  bt  J  Wsttana  pha)  9-5.  B 
Snaddan  IScS)  tt  R  Lawler  9-7.  A 
McManus  (Scot)  leads  G  WOunson  5-3;  K 
Broughton  level  iMtii  C  SmaB  (Scot)  4-4,  M 
WBams  (Watea)  leads  Y  MerchsK  (India) 
7-1.  M  Caik  leads  J  Panoo  5-3:  D  Gray  level 
wBh  A  Hamilton  44. 

SQUASH 

KARACHI  WdrM  Open:  Second  round:  5 
Paike  (Eng)  tt  J  Bonetal  (Ft)  15-12. 18-15, 
15-10.  17^16.  B  Martel  lAiisj  tt  S  Frenz 
{Gen  15-12. 154, 15-13.  Quarter-finals:  C 
Walker  i&gj  hr  Martin  15-10.  12-15, 


“  -V  .'^.w  -A'3-  r 


Cup:  Vale  ot  White  Horse  v  Md  Oxon 
(ADBigdon).  Welsh  Schools  Glyncood 
ShlaW:  Dyied  vCardH  (Uane#  FC,  7  0). 


:  Dyied  v  CardH  {Uandfi 


OTHER  SPORT 

BADMINTON:  Scottish  Open  (Gtasgcwl. 
BASKETBALL  Budwriber  League:  Leop- 
arris  v  Sheffield  (701 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Supettemun:  BracLnB*  v 
NnttmahaiTi  180);  Cardin  v  BaringeKAe 
[7  0>- 

REAL  TENNIS:  Brtteri  Open  (Queen's 
Club). 

SNOOKER:  UK  chamjxonshlp  (Prestonj 


,  LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


T:'t'  -'•Xf-'-  .J 


159.  15-13;  P  Ned  (Scot)  bl  C  Rowland 
(Aus)  15-13. 15-fc,  15-9;  Jansher  Khan  (PaK) 
tt  Paike  15-3. 15-4  15-&.  R  Eylea  (Aus)  bt 
ZubaH  Jahan  Knan  (Pak)  15-17.  13-15. 
17-15. 15-7.  1543 

TENNIS 

NEW  YORK:  Women's  Tennis  Association 
world  championship:  Fust  round;  K  date 
(Japan)  tt  M  Setes  (US)  5-4.  rot  S  Graf 
(Get)  bi  K  Habsudova  (Stovalaa)  6-1. 6-4 

TENPIN  BOWLING 

CASTLEREAGK  Northern  Ireland:  World 
Cup:  Leering  positions  tatter  24  games) 
Man:  1,  P  Nepamucsno  (Phil)  5,i4lpu:  2. 
G  Butegetn  (hi  5.1 17.  3.  S  Marzoopr  (UAE) 
5,087  Vtfbnwn:  1.  S  ZuMA  (Ma(»)  5.057. 
S.  C  Hmeychureh  (Aust  5,026. 3.  G  Burden 
I  Eng)  4.910. 

VOLLEYBALL 

OSAKA.  Japan:  Men's  world  super  chaX- 
erne:  HoSwtd  bl  South  Korea  15-5.  T5-4, 
15r%:  haiytt  Yugoslavia  15^3. 15-17.15-13. 
15-a:  Ctma  tt  Japan  4-15. 15*.  15-9. 7-15. 
15-13 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEWOODS:  Treble  chance.  24pts 
C407  70.  23  eirffi.  22  El. 25.  Halt-time 
lesuA  £83333  3S  Four  riavw  E5JW  Ten 
homes  £61 1  35  (paid  on  nne)  Five  aways 
£948  50 

VERNONS:  Treble  chance.  24pts  G12020. 
S3pt3  £795  (wo  dividends  Super 
Shots  E22  35  (paid  cxi  two  scorers  In  correci 
Order)  PiwrSei  10  E216  DO  (pari  on  eight). 
BETTERS:  TreWe  chance'  24p»  £33  10. 23 
£250.  Four  aways  £129.80.  8  homes. 
£247  40  Fto  draws  €500.  Super  7 
£212  00  Lucky  numbers  24.  32. 25.  33.  22. 
12 


0171-782  7344 


f:  I  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

The  defence's  second  trump  trick  disappeared  in  an  unusual  way 
on  this  hand,  from  the  trials  for  this  year’s  England  team. 

Dealer  West  Game  all  IMPs 


f  J  94 
VQ  1098 
♦  107  42 
4>K2 


•  KS5 
Y  J  64  2 

♦  A  J5  3 
*65 

r  N 
W  E 


♦OS732 
YAKS 
♦  Q6 
4  A  10  3 


♦  A  10 
V7S 

♦  K  9  8 

*Q J9B74 


Contract:  Three  Spades  by  South.  Lead:  king  of  dubs 


(1)  Natural  —  i.e.  showing  an 
opening  bid  with  clubs  the 
longest  suit 

This  was  the  auction  with 
Senior  South  and  myself 
North.  Senior  ducked  the  king 
of  clubs,  took  the  second  dub 
and  played  a  third  club.  On 
this  West  misguidedly  ruffed 
in  with  the  nine  of  spades. 

Senior  overruffed  and  led  a 
low  spade  from  dummy.  East 
could  still  have  retrieved  the 
position  by  rising  with  the  ace 
of  spades  and  leading  another 
dub.  which  would  promote  a 
trump  trick  for  West  and  still 
leave  the  defence  able  to  colled 
a  red-suit  trick  in  the 
endgame.  But  East  played  low 
on  the  spade,  and  so  when 
Senior  won  the  queen  he  could 
return  a  second  spade,  crash¬ 
ing  the  defence's  trumps.  Now 
he  won  the  heart  return  in 


hand  and  cleared  hearts,  so  he 
emerged  with  ten  tricks. 

At  the  other  table  the  stakes 
were  higher  —  South  was  in 
Four  Spades.  Unfortunately 
for  our  team  the  defence  went 
exactly  the  same  way. 

Should  West  ruff  in  on  the 
third  club?  Where  it  gains  is  if 
the  declarer  has  four  dubs 
and  better  frumps  —  ruffing 
prevents  the  declarer  from 
getting  more  than  one  dub 
ruff,  as  West  can  then  ruff  the 
next  one.  1  suppose  if  depends 
on  your  signalling  methods  -- 
if  West  knows  East  has  six 
clubs,  he  should  not  ruff  the 
third  club.  Then  he  will  make 
a  trump  trick  by  force  whenev¬ 
er  his  partner  has  the  ace. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  wrires  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


TARTAREAN 

a.  With  yellow  teeth 

b.  Infernal 

c  Bidding  farewell 

TUTRESS 

a.  A  lady  tutor 

b.  A  battlement  embrasure 

c.  A  widow's  peak 


THRASON1C 

a.  Boastful 

b.  Brave 

e.  Faster  than  sound 
UPAS 

a.  Overhead 

b.  fn  step 

c.  A  poison  tree 

Answers  on  page  SO 


1  Keene  on  chess 
■ - 1 - 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Brilliant  sacrifices 

Many  experts  regard  Avro 
193S.  the  tournament  held  in 
various  dues  in  Holland,  as 
the  strongest  in  the  history  of 
chess.  Indeed,  die  list  of  partic¬ 
ipants,  that  included  Alek¬ 
hine,  Capablanca.  Bonin nik 
and  Euwe,  held  the  world 
championship  between  them, 
broken  only  by  slight  inter¬ 
vals,  from  1921  until  1963. 

Although  first  prize  was 
shared  between  Reuben  Fine, 
the  American  grandmaster, 
and  Paul  Keres.  the  Estonian 
grandmaster,  the  accolade  for 
the  most  brilliant  game  goes  to 
Bonin nik’s  marvellous  series 
of  diversionary  sacrifices 
against  Capablanca.  Botvin- 
nik  regarded  this  game  as  his 
own  personal  favourite,  and 
expert  opinion  considers  this 
the  greatest  single  game  of 
chess  ever  played.  Not  only 
are  Boninnik*s  sacrifices  bril¬ 
liant  and  original,  he  also  had 
to  see  his  way  in  the  closing 
stages  through  a  maze  of 
complications  in  which  one 
false  step  would  have  allowed 
the  black,  queen  to  salvage  a 
draw  by  perpetual  check. 

While;  Mikhail  Boninnik 
Black:  Jose  Capablanca 
Avto  1q3S 

Nimzo-Indlan  Defence 


8 

Bd3 

0-0 

9 

Ne2 

06 

10 

0-0 

Ba6 

11 

Bxa6 

NraG 

12 

Bb2 

Gd7 

13 

a4 

Rle8 

14 

003 

C4 

15 

Oc2 

Nb8 

16 

Rael 

Nc6 

17 

Ng3 

Na5 

10 

13 

Nb3 

19 

e4 

Oxa4 

20 

e5 

Hd7 

21 

Qt2 

g6 

22 

14 

(5 

23 

e*!6 

7W6 

24 

IS 

R>e1 

25 

Fbel 

Re3 

26 

Re* 

R»e6 

27 

I*e6 

K97 

28 

014 

Oe8 

29 

Oe5 

Oe7 

30 

Ba3 

0^3 

31 

Nh5+ 

gxM5 

32 

Qg5- 

MB 

33 

006+ 

HOB 

34 

*7 

Qc1  + 

35 

K12 

0c2-"- 

36 

Ko3 

003- 

37 

KW 

Oe-J- 

38 

KxhS 

Oe2- 

39 

Kh4 

Oe4- 

40 

9* 

Oel  + 

41 

Kh5 

Blacl'  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position 

sf  SS 

•fe  T-tfr  Pi* 

4 


1 

04 

Nta 

2 

C4 

e6 

3 

Nco 

Bb4 

4 

e3 

d5 

5 

33 

Bxc3+ 

6 

t><c3 

c5 

7 

cmJd 

exd5 

abcdefgh 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WINNING  MOVE 


By  Raymond  Keene 


White  to  play.  This  pnsitiun  is  frvm 
the  game  Alekhine  —  Anon. 
Simultaneous  Display  in+t.  Al¬ 
though  Blad;  is  trapped  in  an 
uncomfortable  pin  on  the  c-lile.  he 
probably  did  not  expect  to  he 
mated  in  short  order.  However, 
that  Ls  what  happened.  How  did 
"lute  continue? 

Solution  on  page  50 


50  SPORT/ RADIO 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


Alan  Lee  previews  the  Test  series  being  billed  as  ‘The  Decider’ 


Wame’s  return  shifts  balance  of  power 

-®~  SHAUN WnBML/AUjgggr 


To  the  relief  of  ail  Austra¬ 
lia.  and  the  profound 
regret  of  West  Indies' 
batsmen.  Shane  Wame  is  fit  to 
resume  his  phenomenal  Test 
career  here  in  Brisbane  tomor¬ 
row.  Only  now.  with  the 
months  of  helpless  uncertainty 
behind  him,  is  Wame  pre¬ 
pared  to  confess  to  what  might 
have  been,  to  reflect  upon  days 
of  depression  when  He  feared 
he  might  never  bowl  again. 

The  return  of  Wame  is 
enough  to  make  Australia 
favourites  for  this  first  match 
in  a  five-Test  series  porten¬ 
tously  billed  as  The  Deader". 
Without  his  extraordinary  tal¬ 
ent.  the  odds  would  have  been 
markedly  different,  as  might 
the  outcome.  His  case  refutes 
the  theory  that  one  man  can¬ 
not  make  a  team  —  take  away 
Wame  and  Australia  are 
fallible. 

Yesterday,  re-  _ 

taxing  with  only  a 
cigarette  in  his  ‘He! 

precious  right 
hand.  Wame  re-  aStOD 
.  lated  his  low 
points  during  the  30  w 
six  months  since 
he  submitted  to  ; 

surgery  on  a  dam¬ 
aged  joint  on  the  mns  l 
ring  finger  crucial 
to  his  bowling, 

"There  were  stages."  he  said 
slowly,  “when  [  thought  about 
what  would  happen  if  the 
finger  never  came  right.  What 
would  I  do?  How  would  I  get 
by?  They  weren’t  nice 
thoughts. 

“It  has  actually  recovered  at 
just  the  speed  die  doctors  told 
me  it  would,  but  it  has  seemed 
a  long  time  and.  naturally,  it's 
been  worrying.  It  was  only  last 
week,  when  I  bowled  40  overs 
in  the  second  innings  of  a 
[Sheffield]  Shield  game,  that  I 
felt,  wow.  this  is  what  1  want, 
I’m  back.” 

Wame.  27.  bowled,  in  severe 
discomfort  during  the  World 
Cup  in  March  and  has  played 
no  international  cricket  since. 
He  had  hoped  to  return  for  the 
short  tour  to  India  last  month, 
but  explains:  “1  didn't  go 
because  I  feared  I’d  be  letting 
my  mates  down."  Without 
him,  Australia  lost  the  single 
Test  and  all  of  their  one-day 
games,  a  chastening  experi- 


‘He  has  an 
astonishing 
30  wickets 
here  at  10.4 
runs  apiece’ 


ence  more  easily  forgotten 
with  their  virtuoso  restored. 

Having  imposed  severely  on 
various  bodily  joints  in  the  five 
years  since  fus  Test  debut. 
Wame  can  have  no  long-term 
immunity  from  injury,  but  he 
is  taking  ample  precautions.  "I 
have  ice  and  massage  on  my 
hand,  forearm  and  shoulders 
every  time  I  bowl  and  I  put  a 
brace  on  the  finger  each 
night,"  he  said. 

One  precaution  he  rejected, 
however,  was  taking  out  in¬ 
surance  on  that  spinning  fin¬ 
ger.  "My  dad  is  in  the  business 
and  he  touted  the  idea  round 
some  companies  two  years 
ago,"  he  said.  “The  ones 
willing  to  do  it  came  up  with  a 
premium  of  $12,000  {about 
£5.700]  a  year.  I  told  him  it  was 
for  too  much  but.  just  recently. 
I  Ye  begun  to  wonder." 

It  is  a  measure  of  the 
_  advantage  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the 
as  an  Australians  by 

Wame  s  recovery 
shlng  that  the  West  Indi- 

®  an  net  practice 

cketS  yesterday  was 

conspicuous  by  its 
1 10.4  absence  of  leg 

spinners.  At  the 
piece’  request  of  the  Aus- 

*  tralian  selectors. 

"  the  Queensland 

club  declined  to  provide  any 
local  clones  of  Wame  to  help 
the  visitors.  They  must  be 
wariest  of  him  here,  on  the 
Gabba  ground,  where  he  has 
taken  an  astonishing  30  wick¬ 
ets  at  10.4  runs  apiece  in  only 
three  Test  matches. 

The  pitches  have  been  good 
for  me."  he  said.  "They  gener¬ 
ally  turn  towards  the  end,  not 
far  but  quickly.”Then.  flicking 
back  the  dyed  blond  hair  over 
the  gold  Nike  earstud.  the  man 
they  call  “Hollywood"  dis¬ 
missed  the  theory  that  he 
might  be  negated  by  the  West 
Indies'  succession  of  left¬ 
handers. 

The  lefties  have  an  advan¬ 
tage  if  I’m  bowling  badly, 
that's  for  sure."  he  said.  “But  if 
I  am  bawling  well.  1  enjoy 
them,  because  there  is  always 
some  rough  around  their  off 
stump  and  they  have  got  to 
play  at  every  ball.  I’ve  been 
mucking  around  in  the  nets 
with  some  different  ideas  to  try 


Wame,  in  typically  aggressive  mode,  is  back  to  face  West  Indies  after  an  operation  on  his  spinning  finger 


against  them  —  no  secret  new 
deliveries,  just  variations  of 
angles,  things  like  that" 

Wame  spent  five  minutes 
yesterday  with  amaley  arm  on 
die  shoulder  of  one  of  those 
left-handers,  Brian  Lara.  They 
may  not  be  so  chummy  tomor¬ 
row.  when  their  personal  duel 
will  be  central  to  the  result  of 
this  match  and  the  direction  of 
the  series. 

The  only  threat  to  Lara’s 
participation  was  that  one 
further  disciplinary'  trans¬ 
gression  would  lead  inevitably 
to  suspension  by  an  adminis¬ 
tration  that  it  might  be 
thought  has  sacrificed  a  cap¬ 


tain  and  a  management  struc¬ 
ture  m  accommodate  him. 

Certainly,  after  a  saga  of 
sulks  and  scrapes,  Lara  can 
consider  himself  highly  privi¬ 
leged  to  be  appointed  vice- 
captain  to  the  wood  nou sly  age¬ 
less  Courtney  Walsh.  How¬ 
ever.  Clive  Lloyd,  whose  ret¬ 
urn  to  active  involvement  as 
team  manager  is  surely  a  cata¬ 
lyst  for  more  settled  times, 
takes  a  sympathetic  view.  “Bri¬ 
an  got  annoyed  when  he  was 
doing  so  well  and  the  ream 
was  losing."  he  said.  “I  am  not 
sure  he  was  enjoying  his 
cricket  but  I  think  he  is  now." 
Despite  speculation  that  he 


would  be  dropped  down  the 
order  to  protect  him  from  the 
new  ball  if  the  latest  West 
Indies  opening  pair  should 
foil,  Lara  will  continue  at  No  3 
tomorrow. 

Australia’s  lingering  anxiety 
was  lifted  yesterday  when 
Glenn  McGrath,  the  strike 
bowler  boasting  80  wickets 
from  his  first  20  Tests,  was 
declared  fit  after  a  heel  injury. 
Matthew  Elliott,  who  has  the 
adhesive  style  of  Bill  Lawiy, 
will  go  in  first  with  Mark 
Taylor  as  both  teams  try  to 
banish  unhappy  memories. 

The  last  time  the  sides  met 
in  Australia.  West  Indies  won 


inside  seven  sessions  and 
Curtly  Ambrose  took  seven 
wickets  for  one  run.  But  more 
recently  than  that,  more  pain¬ 
ful  for  the  deposed  champions 
to  recall,  was  Australia's  tri¬ 
umph  in  the  Caribbean  last 
spring.  It  was  West  Indies’ 
first  series  defeat  in  15  years 
and  now  they  are  intent  on 
demonstrating  it  was  no  more 
than  a  blip  on  the  ^aph. 

AUSTRMM  Chart:  M  A  Tartar  tcaptnU.  M 
T S  Bfcm.  R T  Panting.  M  E  weugfrC  S  R 
Wsrii.MGBran.  I AHwfy.S  KVtaire,  P 
R  WM.  G  0  UteOrattT.  M  S  Kaspowkz.  J 
NfHpli 

WESTBvDBES  (born):  C  AWateh  fcaptah], 
S  L  Camptwi,  R  O  San veto.  B  C  Lara.  S 
CtwictopauL  C  L  Hocpw,  J  C  Adarm,  R I C 
Hotter.  J  R  Murray,  1  R  BHtop.  CEL 
Antroaa.  K  C  G  Barjaiat 


. r-rr£ ! 


on  two  legs 

Beaumarchais.  Radio  l,  Ji.OOpm. 

Craig  Warner's  serial  about  the  French  playwrigW  who»;  non¬ 
theatrical  activities  were  brcathtaktngly  .  improbable,  though 

nonetheless  mostly  verifiable,  continues  an  its  winning  way. Last 
week’s  episode  saw  Beaumarchais  (Henry  Goodman)  stripped  ottos 


cause  heavy  damage.  The  dangerous  device  turns  out  to  fe 
something  not  even  Beaumarchais’  unbridled  lm^naOOT  could 
have  dreamt  up.  The  ticking  bomb  is  played  by  BiQNighy.  Without 
giving  anything  away,  (-think  I  can  safely  say  you  have  never  heard 
him  dome  anything  like  this  on  radio  before.  . 


Lunchtime  Concerto.  Classic  FM,  Z-OOpm. 

The  name  Nino  Rota  should  mean  something  to  ycu  if  you  know  fine 
fihn  music  when  you  hear  ft.  He  scored  most  of  FeDmi*  films.  I  ran  ; 
whistle  tiie  theme  from  Zeffirelli’s  Romeo  and  Juliet  andvisconlrt 
The  Leopard,  little  is  worth  remembering  about  The  Class  # 
Mountain  except  his  music,  which  was  rumed  by  a  ridiculous 
operatic  rum  in  the  plot  His  score  for  The  Godfcher  was  worthy  .  ■ 
the  film.  But  there's  modi  more  to  Rota  than  film  music.  He  wrote 
ha  lift  music,  oratorios  and  cantatas.  His  tuneful  Concertofor 


Carlo  Chiarappa. 
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Answers  from  page  49 
TARTAREAN 

(b)  Of  or  belonemg  to  the  Tartarus  of  the  ancients.  Hence, 
pertaining  to  heu  or  to  purgatory.  InfernaL  The  place  name  of 
the  imagined  Tartarus.  Milton.  Paradise  Lost,  ii.  69:  “Mixt  with 
Tartarean  Snlpbur.  and  strange  fire." 

TUTRESS 

(a)  A  tutoress,  from  the  Latin  tutrix  with  a  feminine  ending  stuck 
onto  tutor.  “A  Tutrix  or  Regent  during  the  minority  of  her 
supposed  brother." 

THRA  SONIC 

(a)  Resembling  Thraso  or  his  behaviour.  Given  to  or  marked  by 
boasting.  Bragging,  boastful,  vainglorious.  Eponytn  of  Thrason, 
the  name  of  a  braggart  soldier  in  Terence’s  Eunuchus.  It  is  a 
name  built  from  the  Greek  thrasus  bold,  spirited.  “The  thraso nic 
verbiage  of  German  nautical  enth  ns  Lasts." 

UPAS 

(c)  The  Javanese  tree.  Antiaris  tnxicaria,  the  milky  juice  of  which 
contains  a  virulent  poison  and  is  used  for  tipping  arrows.  Fable 
has  it  that  a  putrid  steam  rises  from  it  and  that  whatever  the 
vapour  touches  dies. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1  Rcb+1  bxcb  2  RxcG*  Kd7  3  Rg6+  KdS  4  RgH-  Re3  5  RxeS  checkmate 
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Gatting  proving  his  pedigree 

From  a  Special  Correspondent  in  Melbourne 


COUNTLESS  numbers  of 
sports  coaches  labour  for 
years  to  mould  teams  in  their 
own  image,  to  create  a  unit  of 
men  or  women  who  will  carry 
loyally  their  mentor’s  philoso¬ 
phies  onto  the  field  of  play.  It 
is  a  daunting  task,  but  one  at 
which  Mike  Gatling  is  prov¬ 
ing  remarkably  adept 

Having  taken  the  England 
A  side  under  his  wing  at  short 
notice,  after  Graham  Gooch 
cried  off  to  tend  his  sick  father. 
Gatting  has.  in  just  over  three 
weeks,  succeeded  in  imbuing 
the  players  with  a  mind-set 
that  unerringly  reflects  his 
own  cussed  approach  to  the 
business  of  winning  cricket 
matches. 

There  tpuld  be  no  more 
fining  setting  for  this  exercise 
than  Australia,  where,  a  de¬ 
cade  ago.  Gatting  reached  the 
peak  of  his  powers  as  the 
England  captain,  bringing 
home  the  Ashes. 


Virtually  every  other  Eng¬ 
land  team  to  venture  here 
since  has  failed  to  capture  the 
flame  that  Gatling  lit.  Now  he 
has  returned,  and  a  smoulder¬ 
ing  sense  of  expectancy  has 
settled  around  the  14-strong 


Sussex  yesterday  agreed  to 
grant  Alan  Wells  permis¬ 
sion  to  speak  to  other  coun¬ 
ties.  Wells.  55.  has  two  years 
of  his  contract  remaining 
but  requested  a  move  after 
Sussex  stripped  him  of  the 
captaincy  three  weeks  ago. 


parr,-  of  Test  hopefuls  that  he 
leads. 

“We’ve  improved  with  each 
match."  Gatting  said.  “The 
batsmen  in  particular  have 
go:  better.  They  have  realised 
wha:  is  required  in  Australia 
and  now  they  are  performing 
quite  well. 


“Australia  is  only  as  tough 
as  you  make  iL  If  you  are 
prepared  to  get  in  there  and 
compete  with  them  and  get  on 
top  of  them,  then  they  are 
nowhere  near  as  competitive. 
If  you  can  compete  with  them 
in  the  field  then  they  are  not  as 
tough  as  they  look  when  they 
are  steamrollering  you. 

“Thar  really  is  what  it’s  all 
about.  It’s  almost  like  getting 
the  first  punch  in.  The  good 
thing  about  the  side  here  is  that 
they  have  shown  the  appetite  to 
compete.  They  hare  been  a  bit 
tfuiet  at  times  but  we  have 
impressed  upon  them  that  there 
is  no  reason  to  do  that." 

Toughness,  competition, 
punches:  the  Gatting  lexicon 
rumbles  with  the  aura  of 
combat.  For  the  younger  Eng¬ 
land  A  players,  the  roly-poly, 
grizzled  figure  marching  by 
their  side  Is  a  guardian  angel 
unafraid  of  gating  his  hands 
dirtv. 


Grrrand  national  winner 
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Brilliance 
of  Rhodes 
puts  India 
in  trouble 

rNDlA  foiled  to  gain  the 
upper  hand  on  the  first  day  of 
the  first  Test  match  against 
South  Africa  in  Ahmedabad 
yesterday  after  winning  the 
toss  and  deciding  to  bat.  At 
stumps,  the  home  side  were 
215  for  eight  on  a  pitch  that  is 
expected  to  take  spin. 

Jonty  Rhodes  was  outstand¬ 
ing  in  the  field  for  South 
Africa.  It  was  his  acrobatic 
leap  at  mid-wicket  to  catch 
Sachin  Tendulkar  for  42. 
when  the  India  captain  was 
beginning  to  dominate  the 
bowling,  that  put  his  side  bark 
in  control.  He  followed  that 
with  a  direct  hit  to  run  out 
Azharuddin  for  35.  The  former 
India  captain  walked  before 
the  third  umpire  had  had  time 
to  watch  the  replay. 

With  Rhodes  haring  re¬ 
moved  India's  two  most  dan¬ 
gerous  batsmen,  Allan  Don¬ 
ald  cut  through  the  middle 
order  with  three  wickets,  to 
leave  India  struggling  at  the 
close.  Donald  was  hostile  and 
fast  while  South  Africa’s  two 
spin  bowlers,  Adams  and 
Symcax.  bowled  tightly. 

There  was  some  controversy 
surrounding  the  officials. 
George  Sharp,  tbe  English 
umpire,  turned  down  a  confi¬ 
dent  leg-before  appeal  from 
Donald  against  Manjrekar 
from  the  first  ball  of  the  day. 
and  De  Vfiliere  was  also 
turned  down  by  S.  K.  Bonsai, 
the  home  umpire,  against  the 
same  batsman.  Television  re¬ 
plays  suggested  that  these 
appeals  were  more  convincing 
than  the  decision  that  went 
against  Mongia. 
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□  Pakistan  have  dropped 
Aamir  Sohag.  the  egyneyed 
opening  batsman,  front  their 
12-man  squad  for  the  two  Test 
matches  against  N4w  Zea¬ 
land,  the  first  of  wftidi  starts 
today  in  Lahore.  Zahoor  Elahi 
replaces  him. 
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op  fails  to  save  Edgar 


S  o  Nigd  Hawthorne  copped 
fte  Jot.  in  the  last  episode  of 
Paula  Milne's  drama  Hie 
Fragile  Heart  (Channel  4}  —  not 
only  hooMedeath,  but  contrition 

-and  redemption  on  top.  Rxir  ok! 
T^oke-  If  ever  'a  diaracter  was 
-treated  as  a.  moral  pwrch^jag  it- 
was  Edgir  in  The  Fragile  Heart;  it 
was.-a  jturade  how  Hawthtirne 
managed  a  perfomrace  of  surfi 
dignity,  last  night;  In  a  preposter¬ 
ous  U-turn,- puffed-up  -Edgar  re¬ 
canted  medical  -  certainty  arid 
denounced  the  hands-off .  short¬ 
comings  erf  his  own  profession.  To 
an  appalled  congregation  of  surr 
geons.  he  preached  “Modesty,  I 
now  realise,  is  my  ally  and  not  my 
enemy?..  Well,  pass  the  sidt-bag, 
mother.  Remember  David 
Tomlinson  in  Mary  Poppins  sud-' 
doily  hurting  his  bowler  in  the  air 
and  singing  Let’s  Go  Fly  a  Kite? 
It'S  no  exaggeration  to  say  Edgar's 
conversion  was  as  deep  and  real  as 

that 


Top-heavy  with  symtolismfajrn  • 
the  start,  77tc  Fragile  Heart  was  ... 
beautifully,  made  and  very  .well 
acted,  hut  Milne's  script  was  so- 
ppprfessivdy  sctemaljc  thatwaidt  P. 
.ing  it  was  like  being  buried  uhdey  '' 
a  mounting  pile  of  carpets.  Once  - 
yw  knewtfie  story  was  ?bout  cold, 
male  scjeqce  versus  warm,  holistic  .. 
hea&ig,«hrie  was  hojhxng  to  Wit 


ster  to  be  chucked,  aushmgly,  qn 
top  of  all  the  dihers.  God,  it  was 
annqyihg.  Meanwhile,  Mflne  dis- 
pensed  justice  to  her  character  . 
Wh  die-  same  high-handed 
she  decries  in  the  medical  proles' 
sion..What  happened  finally  to.  the 
devious  IMkola.  that  chip  off  Ed¬ 
gar's  block?  Well,  she  was  humO*- 
ated  and  punished, of  course*  Sent 
off  to  lowly  Work  in  an  American 
public  hospital!  Tee  bee,  serves  her 
right!  .  .. 

-  For  those  wbo  can  stomach  the 
nauseating  details,  Edgars  mirac¬ 
ulous  conversion  included  hug- 


:  ging  his  son,  making  love  to  his 
wife,  and  declaring  an  off-the-cuff 
;  patients’  diarter.  His  Icmg-suffer- 
ing  family  applauded  vigorously 
and  a  diorus  of  Vou  Need  Hands, 
was  only  Tuurowly  averted.  Edgar 
continued  to  have'  his  nightmare ' 
.about  fbe  doctor  who  froze  to  death 
in  a  train  refrigeration  unit  even 
though  the  refrigeration  was  not 
Tumklon,  and  its  significance  was 
finally  explained.  If  a  man  can  .so 
convincingly  imagine  himsdf 
dead  (Edgar  reasoned),  he  can  also 
imagine,  himself  wdl!  Unfortu- 
-  nately,  he  worked  this  out  only  just 
before  his  heart  condition  killed 
him.  _  .  ' 

Kver  bn  BBC2,  anyone  look¬ 
ing  for  laughs  would  have 
been  disappointed.  On  the 
other  hand,  anyone  wavering 
about.siqdde  would  have  said  oh, 
thanks  slot,  cheers,  and  turned  up 
the  gas.  Concerning  the  effect  of 
BSE  legislation  on  West  Country 


Lynne 

Truss 


farmers,  Modern  Times:  A  Pleas¬ 
ant  Land  was  the  slowest,  dullest 
and  most  depressing  documentaiy 
in  recent  memory,  with  no  narra¬ 
tion  or  music,  and  nothing  of 
interest  happening  except  in  the 
abbatoirs.  Farmer's  daughter  sits 
in-  farmhouse  hunched  over 
Gameboy.  Bip,  bip  says  Gameboy. 
Bip.  bip,  bip  (pause),  bip. 

-  Watching  A  Pleasant  Land  was 
awful.  Put  it  this  way,  if  we  wanted 


to  see  East  European  television,  we 
would  emigrate.  Farmers  sat 
glumly  in  a  silent  pub  (the  only 
pub  in  the  country  not  playing 
Britpop)  and  swapped  boring  re¬ 
marks.  Cows  queued  up  for  death 
and  dismemberment.  Moo.  Blood 
dripped  off  a  saw.  Depressed 
farmers’  families  wordlessly  ar¬ 
ranged  bales  in  field.  Cow  eyes 
blinked  and  slaughterers  sloshed 
water  up  their  gory,  tattooed  aims. 

“Where's  the  beef?"  the  viewer 
was  justified  in  asking,  even  if  the 
question  was  a  tad  insensitive.  The 
point  seemed  to  be  that  beef 
farmers  have  to  wait  their  turn  for 
the  cull,  and  nobody  tells  them 
anything,  and  they  fill  in  forms 
and  carry  on  as  usual,  and  make 
boring  phone  calls,  and  the  overall 
result  is  a  sort  of  tick-tock  existen¬ 
tial  drama  in  which  the  stun  gun  at 
the  abattoir  begins  to  represent  a 
welcome  end.  But  personally  I 
wouldn’t  call  it  entertainment.  The 
decision  to  have  no  commentary 


was  a  brave  one.  1  suppose,  but  the 
yawning  emptiness  (fid  not  lend 
grandeur  or  depth  to  the  piece:  it 
just  made  it  boring. 

It  was  down  to  Gary  Rhodes  to 
complete  a  whizz-bang  eve¬ 
ning  of  telly  the  world  could 
live  contentedly  without.  Yes,  he’s 
back,  die  man  for  whom  a  bad  hair 
day  would  be  a  blessing  for  the  rest 
of  us.  Is  anyone  else  embarrassed 
by  Gary  Rhodes’s  vertical  trade¬ 
mark  hair?  Anyway.  Open 
Rhodes  (BBC2)  sees  crazy-hair- 
crazy-guy  Gary  attempting  to  fill 
the  Wednesday  night  culinary  gap 
left  by  Two  Fat  Ladies,  but  this  is, 
alas,  a  challenge  of  some  magni¬ 
tude.  and  the  effect  is  of  replacing 
two  big  comfy  sofas  with  a  kitchen 
chair. 

Finally,  it  behoves  me  to  say  that 
if  tonight's  episode  of  EastEnders 
(BBC1)  is  truly  the  last  appearance 
of  David  Wicks  (Michael  French), 
then  he  ought  to  get  a  proper  send- 


off.  with  thanks  and  salty  hankies 
from  a  grateful  viewer.  It’s  not 
unusual  for  a  single  cast  member 
in  EastEnders  to  carry  a  major  plot 
for  a  few  weeks  imminent  to 
departure,  but  Michael  French  has 
not  only  juggled  several  at  once,  he 
has  grown  more  impressively  dex¬ 
trous  as  the  weeks  have  passed. 

“What  about  David,  then?"  we 
fans  have  said  to  each  other. 
“Brilliant,  he’s  brilliant."  The  vil¬ 
lainous  dcm’t-trust-me  glint  in 
David’s  eye  has  Jong  gone  (former¬ 
ly  it  was  always  spotted  over  the 
shoulder  of  a  cloying  Cindy, 
accompanied  by  the  weasel  words 
“I  promise"),  and  its  disappear¬ 
ance  was  perfectly  judged.  Now 
David's  promises  are  as  empty  as 
ever  but,  because  his  intentions  are 
virtuous,  the  effect  is  tragic  David, 
we  will  miss  you.  You  are  the  best 
actor  in  EastEnders.  And  if  you 
don’t  leave  tonight,  incidentally.  I 
am  going  to  look  a  right  charlie 
writing  this. 
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6.00m  BUSINESS  BREAKFAST  (50247) 
7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (Ceefa>0 
(81518)  9.00  Breakfast  Haws  Extra 
■*  .  (Ceefax)  (6070063) 

930  STYLE  CHALLENGE  (s)  (1270570) 

9.4S  KILROY  (s)  (8739044)  ; . 

-  1030  CAWT  COOK,  WONT  COOK  (s) 

t  (29570)  -  • 

;  JIM  NEWS  (Ceefax)  (2522957)  - '  7  .’ 

1135  THE  REALLY  USEFUL  SHOW  (S) 
(4140976) 

11.45  SMILLIE'S  PEOPLE  Redmond 
O'Hanlon  (s)  (6967228) 

-  12.00  NEWS  (CesfeQ  (4883957)  ' 

•  12.05pm  SNOWY  RIVER:  THE  McGREGOR 
SAGA  (S)  (2544518) 

1230  COUNTRY  WALKS  '  TO  CURIOUS 
PLACES:  Pure  Poatryl <174851518) 

■LOO  NEWS  (Ceefax)(8#605)  -  \ 

130  REGIONAL  NEWS  (14142686) 

1-40  NEIGHBOURS  (Ceefax).  fs)  (24053886) 
2.00  CALL  MY  BLUFF  (s)  (1841) ; 

2J0  THE  TERRACE  (s)  (686) 

3.00  INCOGNITO  (s)  Quiz  (8698) 

3.30  LFTTLE  BEAR  (5800266)  440  AMn and 
the  Chipmunks  (81 30518)'- 4U20  -‘JOB*' 
Jefcyfl  ami  Harriet  Hyde  (80951 70}  4L35 
Smart  (178Tf31)  5J0  Newsround 
(6236841)  5.10  Byker  Grow  {Ceefax} . 
(S)  (2358841) 

5J5  NEIGHBOURS  /!}  (B24773)  .  7 

6.00  NEWS(C«^)andwt^her  (315) 

6J0  REGIONAL  NEWS  HAGAZMES  (995} 
7.00  WATCHDOG  Consumer  magazine 
(Casfex)  (2957) 

7  JO  EASTENDERS  Joe’s  vfeioB  pf  the  Mure 
-■  is  shattered  as -Dewd- mates- some 

-  .  momentous,  decisions  (Ceefax)  (s){179} 

UfcOO  ANIMAL  HOSPITAL,  Reporter  store- 
Knight  joins  flSPCA  inspector  John  Bone 
aid  the  Metropofatei  Po&ce  asteey  check 
animal  transporters  on  foe  motorway 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (1605)  ' 

BJO  2POtNT4  CHILDREN  Dbmesifc  comedy- 
series.  ai'G  pkre  kx  a  relaxing  time  3£ 
home  are  shattered  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8452)  ’ 

'MO  NEWS  (Ceefex)  REGIONAL  NEWS  and 
weather  (3179)  ... 

9  JO  TOE  TWN  BLUE  UNE  Grim  attempts  to 

Join  a  secret  lodge  and  Fowler  is  Mortned 
that  an  Segal  asylum-beater  has  taken 
refuge  in  the  town  Ipeefax)  (sj  (67228) 

10  JO  CROCODILE  SHOES  Wwi  Jed  fe 

charged  w&h  poea— aion  of  chugs,  help 
arrives  from  a  rstherunexpected  quarter. 

With  Jimmy  NaB(2WP»«^  ' 

lOJSQUESTIONTIMEDavUOhablebychahs 
a  discussion  from  Glasgow  His  guests 
are  a  tomwCharrater  of  the  Excbecjjer, 
Neman  Lament;  Achy  KktewxJ,  the 
Liberal  ‘Democrat  Chief  Whip;  Brian 
Wilson,  a  member  of  labour's  election 
strategy  team;  and  Whnte  Ewing,  NEP, 
Praudert  ot  the  SNP  (Ceefax)  (192131) 

11J5CUVE.  .AMDEBBQM  ALL  TALK  (r) 
(Ceetax)  (575995) 

12JOsm  HLM:  Dram  Lover  (1986)  with 
Krfsty  McHichpL  Ps^Siological  thrilter 
ayoung  woman  who  sedts  therapy 
after  an  attack'  Oracled  by  Alan 
J  Pafcrw  (131445)  <  • 

2-10  WEATHER  (7990822) 


VMmPIw-*-  and  IbtVWM  PtuaCottes 
the  numbers  nte  to  wfch-  TV  programme 
{being  an  Video  HmCode*’  numbers,  which 

the  Video  PkaCode  far  thejgrogsro  you 


Utah  to  record.  Wdeopto+t  ^  .  . 

and  Video  Pmgnrrnmer  are  veoemm 
GsnwtarDeuetopiTMntLtoL 


SJOamOPEN  UNIVERSTTY:  Debased 
.  .  Aids  (2323537)  6J5  Sensing  Weftgence 

•  ;  (2302044)  &50  Open  Advice  (9039112) 

7.15  See  Hear  Breakfast'  News  (Ceetax 

-  .apd  Sigrwig)  {6161402}  TJOterls  .  of 
•  Penelope  Pitsfop  (4846179)  755  -Blue 

r  Peter  (7367773)  8J0  Noddy  (3465112) 
...  SJSiTbe Becortl (6670792) ftOO Daytime 

•  ..'on  two:  The  It  Collection  (129897^9 J5 
TterAt  (6057112)  9^ -Wfting-  and 

-  Pictures  (6233268)  1QJ0  Playdays 

.  (35841)  10 JOStofytIrrre06OO334)1tL45 

The  Experimenter  -‘(4127808)-  11JJ5 
.  Space  Aik  (25361 50)  .  11.15  Practising 
BeBef- (5152711)^  It J5‘  -  Landmarte 
■  -  vj6386792)  .1155  Belief  File  (6978334) 

•  12.15pm  Hallo'  Aus  Berttn  ■  (7848650) 
12J0  Working'  Ltmch  (78334)  1.00 
Lifeschod  (82247)  1 JO  Heacfing  South 

"  37^Dgj.2JQ  Noddy  (56286S57).;  f 
2:10THE  FUGfTTVE  (5579150)  :  -  ,  .  . 

3JONEWS  (499931^-  . 

3J0S  WESTMINSTER  (Ceefex)  (6487570} 
;3J5NEWS-{56190B3}' - 
-  4J0  TODAY’S  THE  DAY  (808)  4J0  Ready, 
Steady,  Cook  (792)  5J0  The  Oprah 
Winfrey  Show  (9006976)  540  Prue 

•  Leith'a  Tricks  of  the  Trade  (639792) 

•  • .  550  A  Week  te  Remember  (bfw) 

(533570) 

6.00  STAR  TREK:  DEEP  SPACE  NINE 
...  (Ceefe^(s)f7i6792) 

540  QUANTUM  LEAP  (r)  (Ceefex)  (899624) 
-7J0  FIRST  SIGHT  (421)  WALES:  The 
Works  EAST:  Matter  of  Fact 

-  MIDLANDS:  Midlands  Report 
NORTH/NORTHEAST/NORTH - 
WEST/SOUTH  WEST/WEST:  Close 
Up  SOUTH:  Southern  Eye 

8  00  THE  WORKS  The  story  at' 

.  .  Veronica  Guerin,  the  investi- 

.  gafive  reporter  murdered  in  Dublin  by 
hted  kifefS  (Ceefex)  (S)  (9247)  WALES: 
Raff  Over  Beethoven 

8  JO  TOP  GEAR  Test  driving  Mazda's  RXG1 
-sports  car  (Ceefax)  (sj  (1082) 

«0ff3RD  ROCK  FROM  THE  SUN  Safly 
seizes  command  when  Dick, gets  the  - 
taste  tor  smoking  (Ceefax)  (s)  (4421) 


Neurologist  OOver  Sacks  (9  JOpm) 


9.30 1 


HIRE  MIND  TRAVELLSt  with 
Otiver  Sacks  (Ceefax)  (s) 

:'  (341t50)' 

1020 10 X 10  (s)  (577860) 

1030  NEWSNIGHT  (Ceefax)  (998402) 

11.15  LATE  REVIEW  (s)  (513995) 

12J0  THE  MIDNIGHT  HOUR  (s)  (36532) 
12J0amTHE  LEARNING  ZONE:  OU: 
Forecasting  the  Economy  (12464)  1J0 
The  Eurovisian  Song  Contest— 
Counting  the  .  Cost  (80984)  1.30 

Modeling  in  the  Motor  Industry  (93990) 
2.00  FEW  Short  Cuts:  UnderstancSng 
'  Organisations  (14613)  4.00  Languages: 
i7  '  V  Now  You’re  TaSdng/Qon  Mot  (lOQffi) 
5.00  Business  and  Work:  The  Sma8 
'  Business  Programme  (98629) 


The  Works:  Dying  For  the  Story 
BBC2.  8j00pm  {Wales.  730pm;  Scotland. 
730pm  tomorrow) 

The  death  of  the  Irish  journalist  Veronica 
Guerin,  shot  dead  in  her  car  as  it  stopped  at 
traffic  lights,  was  particularly  shocking.  As  a 
fearless  reporter  of  the  Dublin  underworld 
she  had  attracted  enemies.  She  had  been 
threatened,  shot  at  and  assaulted.  But 
murder  was  .something  else.  The  film 
reminds  us  that  Guerin  had  come  to 
journalism  late  and  had  only  been  a  crime 
reporter  for  two  years.  Her  brother  says  she 
did  not  realise  how  deep  she  was  going  and 
suggests  that  her  paper  might  have  riven  her 
more  protection.  But  ir  seems  unlikely  that 
she  would  have  opted  for  a  less  dangerous 
beat. From  recollections  of  fnends, 
colleagues  and  family,  she  emerges  as  the 
best  type  of  journalist  and  human  being,  as 
committed  to  her  craft  as  to  her  husbanaand 
children. 

Women  At  Play:  Women  With  Balls 
Channel  4,  SJX)pm 

One  of  the  less  publicised  aspects  of  the 
revolution  in  rugby  union  is  that  dubs  are 
opening  up  to  women.  It  has  even  happened 
at  Harlequins,  breaking  an  alHnale 
tradition  that  has  gone  bade  130  years.  But 
bring  Harlequins,  the  chib  insists  that  its 
female  team  is  called  ladies,  not  women.  The 
cameras  follow  die  ladies  through  their  first 
season,  during  which  they  score  136  points. 
And  that  is  in  one  match.  From  this  limited 
glimpse,  the  on-field  activity  seems  no  less 
competitive  then  in  the  male  game.  The 
same  can  be  said  for  the  after-match 
drinking,  though  the  Harlequins  ladies  seem 
less  indmed  to  sing  dirty  songs.  The  idea  of 
women  playing  rugby  does  not  meet  with 
unanimous  approval  “My  God!  You’ll  be 
wanting  to  father  children  next,"  says  one 
appalled  male. 

TV  Dinners 
Channel  4. 830pm 

Hugh  Rarnky-Whiningstalte  --quest  for 
unusual  dinner  parties  could  hardly  have 
left  out  Eddie  Baines  and  Steve  Donovan. 
Brits  they  may  be.  but  their  passions  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In 
culinary  terms  this  means  the  Mexican 
chilli  when  they  cot*  their  wives  dinner  to 
celebrate  their  joint  wedding  anniversaries, 
you  can  be  sure  it  is  chilli  with  everything.  “I 
don't  think  it  will  be  a  romantic  evening," 
fears  one  of  the  spouses,  preparing  to  have 
the  roof  pf  her  mouth  blown  off.  But  Eddie 
and  Steve  press  on  regardless  and  even  the 
sorbet  has  tell-tale  flecks  of  red.  TbmghFs 
other  meal  is  die  work  of  Wynne  Fear-held 
from  the  Yorkshire  Dales.  She  is  noted  not  so 
much  for  the  eccentricities  of  her  menus  as 
for  an  obsessional  quest  for  perfection. 

The  Mind  Traveller:  Rage  For  Order 
BBC2. 930pm 

The  alarming  thing  about  die  brain 
conditions' featured  in  Dr  Oliver  Sacks's 
series  is  that  nobody  seems  to  know  what 
causes  them,  stifl  less  how  they  can  be  cured. 
The  nwst  that  experts  such  as  Sacks  can  do  is 
to  observe,  which  inevitably  means 
intruding  into  private  unhappiness.  This 
intrusion  may  seem  less  acute  when  the  story 
has  a  positive  side.  Jessica  Park  from 
Massachusetts  is  autistic  At  37  she  stfll  has 
difficulty  with  speech,  her  life  is  dominated 
by  obsessions  which  belong  more  w 
childhood  and  she  can  fly  into  sudden  rages. 
But  she  is  also  a  talented  artist,  good  enough 
to  have  her  paintings  put  on  snow  in  New 
York.  Without  trying  io  play  die  art  critic 
Sacks  sees  her  confident  handling  of  colour 
and  firm  use  of  form  as  the  autistic's  attempt 
to  impose  order  on  a_  disintegrating 

tymark 


world. 


Peter  Way 


6.00am  GMTV  (1676537) 

9.25  SUPERMARKET  SWEEP  (1295889) 
935  REGIONAL  NEWS  (2004686) 
iaOO  THE  TIME . .  .THE  PLACE  (62995) 
10J0THIS  MORNING  (24006792) 

12J20pm  REGIONAL  NEWS  (4872841) 

12J0  NEWS  and  weather  (Teletext)  (494871 1) 
12J55  SH GOTLAND  STREET  (s)  (4923402) 
1.25  Coronation  Street  (Teletext)  (s) 
(7829063)  2.00  Home  and  Away 
(Teletext)  (s)  (57071112)  2J5  Cross 
Wits  (Teletext)  (s)  (57090247)  2J0 
Vanessa  (Teletext)  (S)  (8801537) 

3J0  NEWS  (Teletext)  (4906605) 

325  REGIONAL  NEWS  (4905976) 

3.30  THE  RtDDLERS  (3415266)  340 
Wizadora  (s)  (7345228)  3J0  The  Sylvester 
and  Tweety  Mysteries  (3419082)  4.05 
Scooby  Doo  (9418711)  4.15  Name 
That  Toont  (5534773)  440  Out  of  Sight 
•  (Tetemxt)  (s)  (4985792) 

5.10  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (7283421) 
540  NEWS  end  weather  (Teletext)  (373624) 
6,00  HOME  AND  AWAY  (r)  (Teletext)  (s) 
(820518) 

52S  KTV  NEWS  (Teletext)  (1465011 
7.00  EMMERDALE  (Teletext)  (s)  (3763) 

7-30  THE  BIG  STORY  Dermot  Mumaghan 
meets  people  who  have  recaptured  the 
"feel-good  factor”  and  wil  stifl  be 
extremly  comfortable  regardless  of  next 
week's  Budget  proposals  (s)  (247) 

&O0  THE  BILL  Holfis  learns  a  lesson  in 
community  policing  (Teletext)  (6773) 

BJO  IS  R  LEGAL?  Dick  in  Court  Stella  has  to 
play  Miss  Whiplash  again  by  forcing  lazy 
senior  partner  Dick  to  handle  one  of  her 
court  cases  (Teletext)  (s)  (5808) 


Brendan  Coyle  as  Tata  (9.00pm) 

9  JO  THIEF  TAKERS:  Collateral  Damage 

The  Flying  Squad  dash  with  other  pofice 
departments  when  they  arrest  a  former 
terrorist  turned  Special  Branch  operative 
The  case  leads  to  Tate  uncovering  a 
conspiracy  which  threatens  his  career  — 
and  posstXy  tvs  life  (Teletext)  (6518) 
10.00  NEWS  and  weather  (Teletext)  (46247) 

10  JO  REGIONAL  NEWS  (106044) 

1035  HTV  WEST  NEWS  (Teletext)  (489889) 
1040  FILM:  Lies  of  foe  Twins  (1991)  starring 
Isabella  Rossellini  and  Aid  an  Quinn.  A 
model  becomes  unwittingly  involved  with 
her  fiance's  twin  brother.  Directed  by  Tsn 
Hunter  (27962112) 

12J25am  THE  WAR  OF  THE  WORLDS  (s) 
(3358667) 

1 J5  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (s)  (7336919) 

225  FLUX  (s)  (2647396) 

3.25  LATE  &  LOUD  (r)  (s)  (9551735) 

420  RECOLLECTIONS  (76033342) 

4.30  THE  TIME . . .  THE  PLACE  (r)  (s)  (61803) 
5J0  HEROES  (r)  (46006) 

5J0  NEWS  (31087) 


As  HTV  West  except 

1255pm  HOME  AND  AWAY  (4923402) 

1.25  CROSS  WITS  (39589402) 

1 55  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (24067889) 
2J20  VANESSA  (57082228) 

250-3J20  HIGH  ROAD  (6801537) 

5.10-540  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7283421) 
6JS  CENTRAL  NEWS  AND  WEATHER 
(838537) 

655  UFE  UNE  (691353) 

1040  THE  1996  MOBO  AWARDS  (3864266) 
1155  ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  PRESENTS 

(560063) 

1250am  BRYAN  ADAMS:  WAKING  UP  THE 
WORLD  (1681464) 

155  PLANET  ROCK  PROFILES  (9529209) 
250  FLUX  (2878629) 

345  ITV  SPORT  CLASSICS  (79168261) 
355  JOBFMDER  (8692984) 

550  ASIAN  EYE  (1169358) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255  EMMERDALE  (4923402) 

155-155  CROSS  WITS  (395B9402) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (29733063) 

255  VANESSA  (57081599) 

255  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (1249353) 
5.10540  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7283421) 
650  WESTCOUNTRY  LIVE  (801 79) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255  CROSS  WITS  (4923402) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (39589402) 
155  SHORTLAND  STREET  (24067889) 
250  VANESSA  (57062228) 

250-350  HOUSEPAKTY  (6801537) 
5.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7283421) 
5.00  MERIDIAN  TONIGHT  (71 1 ) 

650  ANYTHING  YOU  CAN  DO  (173) 
1030  LONDON  TONIGHT  (480518) 
450am  BEYOND  REASON  (61803) 
5.00  FREESCREEN  (46006) 


ANGUA 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255pm  CROSS  WITS  (4923402) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (39589402) 

155  JUSTICE  OF  THE  LAND  (24067889) 
250  VANESSA  (57082228) 

250-350  PERFECTLY  PETS  (6801537) 
5.10-5.40  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7283421) 
5.30  ANGLIA  NEWS  (1 73) 


.W  S4fc 


* 


•  For  more  comprdsriBsvr 
listings  of  satellite  an &  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 
SKY  1 _ '  '  ' 

7.00am  Lone  GowiKSon  (395733*1  750 
Prws  ttxx  Luc*.  (3337570i  TMJeopmV 
f  £398773)  B.10  HOW  16*7*71  D  OM 
flrahB  worn  S291112)  9M 
‘fMuv-attM  (9M2WR  ™ 

17123)791  11.10  SflB>  Jess)  Byto3 
(9053880)  ia»GeraH3f3lHBl It 

ts  3  paasaj  340  Jonw  Jones 

71*  OPtfiYMtay  snow  (2SMl ^ 

_  Trek  Thpl*«Gwii»a!>aniE’l1)0«»™ 
Non  Mwgmws  tt  Superman 
Tnc  Smosons  S3 1 121 7 JBWS-H 
aOO  SxriPns  (5233*1  *4»  Nasr»»*Vs 
(2257011000  Sar  T«X.  The  Netf 

Mn  (42957)  TtXO  Tne  No- 

Sucwmm  r73*7D|  1200 

163396-1-*^ 
tv  (fal  JM  200  H4  u*  Lang  p^y -J2S- '  = 

■  SKY  2  ~  '  '  _ 

700pm  Star  TiBr  Dfac  Spa»  ' J* 
18888313)  400  Palee  flesrj e 

400  A  awh  m 
15BMWR  1I0D  UU 

~  WfanwiC12!BSBtt0OROtp» 
■raiaBOJflfijlOOreiHiiMatia**^- 


(05353) 450  JirfsCm  | 

SlS?112)  1200  n»  Heamfcm  of  ttoe 
XJWf  fWSSJ  (79639083)  2.15pm  Fort**- 
Hmnoffa*  CUBS)  (493131)  400 
Jfart  Gift  (1994)  (5957)  *00  71m  ImI 
M  WmOor  (1994)  (44315)  *00 
Itatft  WMdnag  (W94)  {Bt 307773)  905 
7M  Mono  ®wr  (5B757«  «.»  Shrunfc- 
•a  IWi  (1994)  (431995)  1149 
Tliilii  — *  (1®7^  (429150)  1.15am 
IfesfeT*  vMdins  (1994)  [40BZ80)  106 
HW  Jto&H  (1993Q  (3444 IS)  *48  from 
tha  Fmrtti  to  0m  Ifcwo  (57532) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 

Ampin  But  OaDSorauo  (1962) 

^?S«4;  SJSOth.  YmtermCIW 
aJOO  tiw  TiaJ  et  ttt»  Ha* 
Oartbrn  ti98S)  C3G6773)  1O0O  Com- 
Min*-  (1995)  (9903686)  HJ5 
ZWI-HJ  nwn  (RXS5701  125MB  To 


iSKYNEWS 


RMdMfe'l) IMS  eMtflgv  »sr  hSKx 
faritof;»rnirt*a9r  tmtrmi  3*ec* 

SKY  MOVES 


*  •*  a--*' 

,  m%m2  -  4 


■ 

.**_.*r 
*■ . 


iflooiteted  Ik*  u* 
am  UM  **  Um 
'W*7r  aj^Mi  MM  fpnf 

WmitBSO)  17*159  400  Or  WRkf** 
4«  TAB  IS  Top 

^  -»  372400  £te  Tte  crerarjte 
*  PIN  38518)  16X0  gfaUUMia.fffWl 

'  11*83247)  IMOmm  MlBUiiT  tew* 
,rao.tei|OM«WSil»«2" 

tm»  NUZMl  itf  fern  •* 

THE  MOWE  CHARMS- 


ix  PittfaMfr  ai/SoIre  (rtTM 


Aiuek  {BB310BZJ  BJO 
£*43995)  7.15  DMkwing  Duck  (0077083) 

,79 SCO  '43°  rimon 

MOBorteS  (2505866)  9Jg 
SSbM  (6838044)9^ 

H9WWI  945  LartJ  Oiops 
AT^qtli  10.15  ttoppet  Bates  ffSW-g 

•  11  IQ*  Quask  Attpek 

Poe*  Coma  $099063) 

53ac»»ia!!,.ta‘a£fSB 

fttrtoy  Awy*-  gjosstan 

SSaff8® 

gNYSPORTgJ - - - 

■yMMv  Ce*®6 1742661 
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(89112)  1000  Grass  Boot  Rugby  (28131 1 
1O0O  Futfac<  Mnfiaf  fneosj  1100  Watt 

Cop  at  GoU  Ouaifier  (52421)  1800 
Aerobics  Oz  Sy«B  (62957)  T2J30pBt  NH. 
ks  Hockey  (B68aej  200  CndaA  Hong 
Kong  Sens  (29247)  430  World  Ot  Saing 
(4353)  600  VifcxU  Wresdng  Fadaraton: 
Stceraats  (5599)  &00  Sports  Centra 
(2b  V8)  630  NeSMStars  (8831 5)  700  World 
of  Sa*ng  (5082)  800  Cndoet  Hong  Kong 
Scees  [S7D44J 10JX)  Sports  Cer«Q  (63636) 
1030  R^aru:  Tirfi  Lhes  (1 8570)  1100 
World  ot  .sSng  @23  IS)  «0O  Cricket: 
Hong  Kong  Sixes  P371Q  200m  Sports 
Genoa  (10603)  230  Nelbustere  (72980) 
3JO40O  Sports  Centre  (13990)  •  • 

SKY  SPORTS  2 

aocpmRshWff  ng«  Lnes  (t772063)  aoo 
Spanah  Foosul  (4775150)  11.00  Betty 
Orartfotfs  FoorbaD  Scrapbook  (3120179) 

lUOmn-LOO  Blood,  ssreat.  and  Gfaty 
<12b5i93) 

SKY  SPORTS  3  _ 

1200  Lfae  World  Cup  d  Gall  (732638001 
300pm  Sports  LWmsed  (5DCK9976)_400.' 
Gcfi  Edra  06O68W1)  BJOBsadi  toteybai 
(25*000^7.00  Sports  Centre  (360B9334) 
7 JO  FooBbI  LfiaguB  Review  (82656624) 
900  World  Cup'dGdT  (72343860)1100- 
1200  Spots  Centre  (89507666) 

EOROSPORT 

730m  &p«Manwi)  117556)  &30 
SpeedMOd  (33247)  1000  Motore  (B6763) 
1100  Ks&ng  (14745)  1200pm  Ewriw 
(18624)  100  Lwe  Terra  (7699841)  300 
brio  Women's  Afline  Sang  (3695)  800 
Ufa  Terns  (85746)  800  Lira  Women's 
Alois  Skiing  (8024)  A30  live  Rgure 
Skating  (2*76)  UO  FodbeS  £4686) 
1100- firing  (40711)  1200-1200  Wcrrv 
en's  Npne  Sfc«a  p£70q 

GRANADA  PLUS 

8.00am  Raway  (8579402)  600  Once 
Upon  aTra  (65109995)  045  Our  fiecK- 
yati  ,77689624)  T0O  Nftobu  Zoo 
(2331315)  7.15  Once  Upon  a  Tima 
(6482518)  700  Trie  Rewn  of  *e  Artatope 
(8833204)  900  Oasac  CeronaUon  Steal 
(1316KO)  600  Runway  (1316131)  900 
Farrttes  (1339711)  900  Aten  UorkpJ 
(544479?)  1000  Goosssy.  a  Wage:  tad 
Ob  (7298805)  1000  Lew  II  to  Chate 
(1335995)  1100  Low  for  Lydia  (4833024) 
1200  Oassc  ComnaSon  S&aet  (132Q47) . 
1230pm  SU££=4  spin  (5455608)  1.00' The 


Starts:  &35am  PRO  STARS  (9043315)  7.00 
THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (74228)  9 JO  HERE’S 
ONE  I  MADE  EARLIER  (56624)  9J0 
Y5GOUON  (7491 50J  12.00  HOUSE  TO 
HOUSE  (36860)  12.30pm  TRUMPTON 

(17940044)  12.45  ALF1E  ATKINS  (17945599) 
1.00  SLOT  MEfTHRIN  (77315)  1 JO  SUMMER 
LEGEND  (62773)  2.00  Rim:  THE 

BADLANDERS  (2992131)  3.15  RiCKl  LAKE 
(6898150)  400  RFTEEN-TO-ONE  (976)  4 JO 
RIDE  ON  (8 60)  5.00  5  PUMP  (8131 )  5  JO 
COUNTDOWN  (112)  6.00  NEWYDDION  6 
(712150)  6.05  HENO  (831624)  6J5  SION  A 
SIAN  (625173)  7.00  POBOLYCWM  (108228) 
725  PENBLWYDD  HAPUS  (359841)  8.00 
CYW  HAUL  (4315)  8J0  NEWYDDION  (6150) 
9.00  I  DOT  (7860)  10.00  THE  FRAGILE 
HEART  (7894763)  11 .20  Rim:  WW  AND  THE 
DIXIE  DANCE  KINGS  (822266)  1.00am 
DISPATCHES  (9412990) 


NICKELODEON 


6J5am  PRO  STARS  (9043315)  7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (74228)  9.00  Here's  One  I 
Made  Earlier  (56624)  9 JO  SCHOOLS. 
Middle  English  9.45  The  Maths 
Programme  10.05  Scientific  Eye  10J25 
Geographical  Eye  10.45  Le  Petit  Monde 
de  Pierre  11.00  Geographical  Eye  11-20 
Rim  and  Video  Showcase  11.40  The 
Spanish  Programme  (749150)  12.00 
House  10  House  (s)  (36860)  12J0pm 
Trumpton  (17940044)  12.45  Altie  Atkins 
(17945599  1.00  Sesame  Street  (68957) 
2.00  Purun  Bhagat  (46457044) 

2.05  THE  LIVING  SEA  (70540179) 

2J5  FILM:  Challenger  (1990)  with  Karen 
ABen.  The  of  a  two-pat  biopic  about 
the  doomed  Challenger  space  shuttle 
mission  of  1986.  Directed  by  Glenn 
Jordan.  Part  two  can  be  seen  next 
Thursday  (Telelext)  (5440537) 

4,00  RFTEEN-TO-ONE  (Teletext)  (s)  (975) 
4 JO  Countdown  (Teletext)  (sj  (860) 
5.00  RIckI  Lake  (Teletext)  (s)  (5864976) 
5.45  Anton  Moslmann  —  Naturally 
(Teletext)  (647711) 

6.00  NEW  GAMESMASTER  featuring  Uri 
Getter  (Teletext)  (353) 

6.30  HOLLYOAKS  (Teletext)  (s)  (605) 

7.00  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  (Teletext)  (473860) 
7  JO  THE  SLOT  (448518) 


8.00 


Charles  Dance  and  Greta  ScacehJ  (Sky  Movies  Gold,  11.35pm) 


Pracflce  (79S3460)  100  Famtes  (545*1791 
200  After  War  (7299334)  300  Leave  6 
to  Charts  (7397179)  300 Seem?  In  Soutti 
AJnea;  Pad  Tin  (7878686}  400  Sam 
[16978411  500  Lore  lor  Lyda  (7371131) 
600  CJassc  Coronation  Streot  (7867570) 
600  tamlte  (7B&1150)  700  TT»  Army- 
Gene  (7372860)  700  Surged  Sp« 

».  B0O  seides  oi  Detlvess 
MO  oasac  Coronaton  street 
(5209624)  .805  The  Good  lie  Curie 
11297316)  1000-1100  Sam  (0*9266) 
From  ll0Qpa*£0OaRi  Man  and  Motor* 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 


Rom  S0Oam40O  IV  High 
(ncUnconeuner  newt,  and  fedue*  erd 
%uSn  presorted  by  RibsoJ  Gram 
From  9.00-12.00  Food  and  Wlna,  ri 
chries  reripas  and  ideaB  from  Delia  SmBh 
From  12OOd0Opm  HeaSh  and  Baauty. 
mcrides  Naturri  Herith 
From  3X0-600  Horn  and  Sandan. 
(nckriesThB  Good  LSeSyte  Gutt 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

400pm  Bbpapftr  Hadri  Uoyd  (2232228) 
500  Hoflywcd  [20428609  AM  The  War  n 
too  Eas!  (1560341)  70M0O  Biography: 
Hie  Kemedys  Waeii  t*7633ig) 


THE  sem  CHANNEL 

F5ms.  leaturK  and  dassc  varies  nrery  my 
from  Bpm-4am  Monday  to  Wednesday  and 
lan-4am  THurertay  to  Sunday  on  sarate. 
end  Iram  8sm-4am  every  day  On  cable. 
1.00am  The  Tw*gtit  Zone  (877(396]  100 
Tates  ex  the  Unexpected  (Z75664S)  200 
New  fiflrad  HBcncock  (5680984)  200  Nigrt 
GaBery  1S77391P)  300  Friday  toa  13tfi 
06747161 3^-400  Quatxs  134882174) 

TLC/DISCOVERY 

900am  lha  Joy  of  tafflUigf  1885353)900 
The  Qraai  Qardemg  Pin  (5258529)  1000 
CO  Fishing  (2231-102)  1000  House  Style 
(1881537)  1100  The  Hesxnnr  Gane 
(8330402)  1100  Cratiwu  (8931 131 J 1200 
Juta  Olid  {1S72889]  1200pm  Graham 
Kotr  (16S8K5)  100  Van  Can  Cod- 
0507088)  100  Home  Again,  wfcti  Bob  Via 
(2308006)  200  Fumifije  to  Go  C896841] 
200  Secjrt  Gardens  (S1B9570)  300 
Hun's  Ftoang  Advenkjoc  (2815876)  300- 
400  Tins  OU  House  (SI  71316) 
DGCOVERV  Urea  svar  at  400pm.  ' 
400pm  Pen  Hurt's  Fshteg  fldvenmras 
(8163150)  40ODrwg  Passions  (8188334) 
S.00  Time  Tmellera  12810421)  $00 
Juessica  2  (81706861  800  Wdd  Thngs 


(6703614)  700  Nett  Sep  (28079571  700 
Arttj  C  Oarttf's  Mysierjous  Urwerae 
lQ 180063)  800  The  Pittfesaonafc 

(5166976)  S0O  Top  Marries  2*  Rat 
(8050260)  000  Ratline  (7258709)  10.00 
Ctosst  Wheels  (5156599)  1100  SKy  scrap¬ 
er  ar  Sea  (6852155)  1200  The  Profession¬ 
als  (1122209)  100am  High  Rve  (12741931 
100-200  ArnbUanceT  (2642532) 

UK  GOLD  _ 

7.00am  Gorg  for  Gold  (2471131)  705 
Owjroads  (4465686)  800  Naghbous 
12862353)  80S  EastEnders  (2040518)  800 
The  B8  (18877111  800  One  by  One 

17068976)  1000  The  Striven*  (1883995) 
1100  Softly  So«y  Task  Force  (9802470) 
1200  CrOKioadS  (35823889)  1225pm 
Nragftxx «s  (35626876)  1205  EastEnders 
(3636347)  100  Tory  end  .rune  (6642353) 
210  A  Utde  BH  ot  Emery  (34562599)  220 
Brush  smites  (4463063)  300  Sale  ot  me 
Centuy  (2817334)  300  The  Bill  18173773) 
400  Howards'  Way  (8923112}  500  East-. 
Endera  (16163341  505  Crossroads 

(3117247)  600  Gel  Sane  nr  (8179957) 
800  Ever  Decrasriig  Orates  (5286402) 
70S  Bob's  Ful  House  (5979888)  705  The 
Other  One  (5353286)  800  Vtxsria  Wood  es 
Seal  on  TV  (8679179)  900  The  Equalizer 
(5148570)  1000  The  B>B  (6778889)  1008 
TIk  Yang  Ones  (6983976)  11.15  Taggen 
(8072155)  12.15am  Rowland  Rrvion  Bins 
(he  Bute)  (8274735)  12.45  FBJtf;  Covrrt- 
•as  Draeuta  (621264^  215  Snpring 

TCC _ 

600am  Shot's  Ciwatng  (6601841)  500 
MetUorm  No  Noted  Harm  (6612957) 
645  Hadway  Across  the  Galaxy  and  Tun 
loll  (896228)  7.15  Ready  or  Ncn  (885841) 
745  CaSorraa  Dreams  (88511?)  8.15 
Sweet  Vafiay  high  (768532)  845  Art  Asack 
(784642))  900  Tiny  TCC  (Urtl  300pm). 
Tiny  and  Cmr  (88&3421)  220  Brum 
(B880957)  240  Johnson  and  Friends 
(5130228)  1000  Bdbn  sri  Hos»e  cd 
CotitateU  Bay  (89*0711)  1020  Phtoefi 
tho  Frog  (3585808)  1040  CSlarto  Cheb 
(705757^  1100  DlnoteJBe  (B2402)  1100 
J*T»  Harnon'a  Atwrrol  (98131)  1200 
Barney  (22353)  1200pm  Whae  3  Wriy? 
(50624)  100  CaspEf  and  Friends  (49605) 
100  Tiny  and  Cm  (61466978)  105 
Johnson  and  Fnends  (13301808)  220 
Burp  (10214860)  240  Mr  Bam  (920EOW) 
300  Hattwsy  Across  Die  Qalaxy  and  Turn 
Let)  (8605)  300  Reedy  or  Not  (4832)  400 
Cafeme  Dreams  (6599)  400-500  Sueer 
V&fley  Hi^i(B71T) 


600am  Teenage  Mman)  Hero  Turtles 
f&459&)  600  BtefMcetrorn  Mars  133421) 
700  Recto's  Modem  Ljta  (7335 11 2]  7.15 
Hey  AmoU  (4727860)  70ORugrat3  (51315) 
800  Doug  (50112)  800  Aaahh>  Real 
Mongols  (82711)  200  Where  on  Earth  & 
Carmen  Sandego?  (73063)  900  Wishbone 
(10082)  10,00  Bananas  ri  Pyjamas 

I5UX77S2)  10.10  Kane  and  OOe  (5473150) 
1005  Mr  Men  (98418411 1045  Bananas  m 
Pyjamas  (9861605)  11.00  BBC  Btort- 
160063)  1200  Cfarsse  Explains  U  At 
(60599)  1230pm  SrslcrStsffif  (8157(^100 
BnOai  |71 179)  100  Kane  ana  Ortte  (80641) 
200  Lrttte  Beer  Slcnes  (6082)  200  BSC 
Bloch  (7736)  300  Aaeftt  Real  Monaers 
(4976)  4.00  Bruno  the  Kid  (6711)  400 
Ruqrars  (I0C8SZ4)  445  Doug  (1003179) 
500  Sster  Serer  (7334)  500  Moesha 
13347)  600  Round  the  Tvna  (3860]  600- 
700  Are  You  Afaad  rt  the  Dart?  (411?) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

700pm  DifTrent  Strokes  17570)  700 
Benson  (3624)  800  Due  South  (74570) 
900  Almosl  Paled  (67792)  900  Taxi 
(37614)  1000  EraetBawiefl:  TorygM 
(61228)  1000  Flying  Bind  (70876)  1100 
Topeai  Fsh  (79537)  1100  hfighlsland 
(51686)  1200am  Sledge  Hammer  i  (73116) 
100  Due  Sooth  (BOlTfll  200  Enrananmeni 
Tonight  (18445)  200  Topeai  Fish  120280) 
300  Flyvtg  Blind  (87990)  300-400  Almost 
Pwlea  |1 15321 


Klrstie  Heskjp,  captain  (8.00pm) 

WOMEN  AT  PLAY:  Women 
with  Balls  First  in  a  new 
series  about  women  and  leisure.  Tonight 
we  meet  the  ladies  who  play  for 
Harlequins  Rugby  Club,  which  fast 
season  fielded  an  afl-iemale  side  tor  the 
first  time  in  Its  130-year  h'islory  (Teletext) 
(s)  (4315) 

8J°fcuMgclTV  DINNERS  Two  men 
rerfyrJ  prepare  wedding  anniversary 
meals  tor  their  wives  (Telelext)  (s)  (6150) 
9  JO  DISPATCHES  investigates  the  unstable 
and  unsavoury  secrets  thal  can  l» 
beneath  newly-built  homes  (Teletext)  (s) 
(633082) 

945  LLOYDS  BANK/CHANNEL  4  RLM 
CHALLENGE:  Balloons  Comedy  about 
Julie,  her  boyfriend  and  her  grandmother 
(Teletext)  (s)  (446131) 

10.00  RLM:  License  to  KfU  (1984)  with  James 
Farentino  as  the  father  of  a  teenage  girl 
who  was  killed  by  a  drunk  driver.  Also  with 
Denzel  Washington.  Directed  by  Jud 
Taylor  (Teletext)  (833112) 

11J0  FOUR-NATIONS:  Electric  Passions 
(404042) 

12J0am  MOVIEWATCH  (r)  (s)  (19272) 

1.00  FOUR-MATIONS:  Shorts  (71280) 

1  JO  RLM:  Trouble  for  Two  (tVw,  1936) 
Mystery-drama-romance  with  Roben 
Montgomery  and  Rosalind  Russell. 
Directed  by  J  Walter  Ruben  (4330071) 
2-50  RLM:  The  Bride  Cane  C.  O.  D  (b/w. 
1 94 1)  Romantic  farce  with  James  Cagney 
as  a  pilot  down  or  his  luck.  Directed  by 
William  Keighley  (867025) 


Rotonda  (5337315)  200  Agony  Experience 
(4934518)  300  Li*  fll  Three  (47D4547) 
4.00  Who's  Sorry  Now’  (4908570)  400 
TAabOU  (9244150)  505  lingo  (92175131) 
500  Lucky  Ladders  (49283341  800  Be- 
witched  (4925247)  600  Ready.  Steady. 
Cook  (6105063)  7.05  Brookstoe  (4801247) 
70S  Trwri  Pursuit  <39616861 800  General 
Practice  (23605991 800  FILM:  Trapped  In 
SOance  (18912808)  1000  Eniananrnent 
Now'  77745238)  1100-1200  Eioganom 
"one  (43t0£67) 


FAMILY  CHANNEL 


500pm  BJoctousiers  13150)  500  Treasure 
Hurt  (32155)  600  Caichphiase  <72231 700 
Tte  Pyramto  Game  <48261 700  Hart  lo  Han 
(101 17)  800  Duty  free  p34l)  900 
Bergerac  (496(B)  1000  Rulh  landed 
Mysteries:  Kissmg  Ihe  Gurnet's  Dauglter 
1429951 11.00  ftemg  Damp  (17711J 1100 
Evening  Shale  (21711)  12.00  Moanfignirtg 
151990)  100am  Bergerac  (26990)  200 
Hart  to  Hart  (B076JI  300  Maonligtting 
(841741  400  Al  Together  Now  (726131 
400400  The  Black  Ralkon  124445) 


MTV 


The  24  hour  music  channel.  Inchrirs 
news,  reviews.  We  concert  footage,  inter¬ 
views  and  lhe  blest  music  video  charts 


VH-1 


BRAVO 


1200  FarCasy  Island  (8503^6)  100pm 
Remngior  Sleele  (2208204)  200  Rehric  at 
the  Sant  [2236957s  300  The  Crampons 
(B339773)  400  FILM:  The  World  of  Henry 
Orient  (2813518)  500  Joe  90  (8197353) 
600  Capion  Scarlet  [81886051  700  The 
Water  Margn  (5177083)  8.00  SaiS*v  and 
Hutch  (5153402)  000  Cnme  Slay 
(Si  73356)  10.00-1200  FILM:  On  a  Maan- 
mWgW^938M4) 

UK  LIVING _ 

600am  itkoy  (4021850,  700  Tho  Agony 
Mpenence  (*334537)  700  The  Vaung  and 
the  Restes  (8515889)  800  Ken  Horn 
(5092334)  805  Turoaood  ,74S?4211 905 
Cri  me  Doctor  (538522a  1000  Entertar 
men:  Nos*  1315611?,  1005  Jcny  Springer 
(73587111  1100  The  Young  and  (he 
Resiles.  (872771 1|  1105  &co«side 

(885365b®  12J5p«  Tra-ul  Pwsui] 

.938253&61 1200  ■Jauriefc-  (70345291 100 


The  vktea  tills  chaniwL  Ctassc  rock  and 
pop  videos  and  ite  oea  r»v  sounds 

ZEE  TV _ 

700am  Jaagran  700  Utesyte  East  800 
Pavisian  Bnsress  Update  900  Hfl  Thi  Hit 
Hai 900  Your  Zinoegi  1000 Bftaat  EK  Khsj 
\ 1 00  ShaHi  1 1 00  Barwgi  Aprv  Baa:  1200 
D^aaan  1200pm  tmezaa  100  Hhxfl 
FILM;  Rahaa  4.00  ZEE  T<jp  10  6.00  ZE= 
Zone 500  Kva  Scene  Ha 600 P>jniab<  ra\ 
800  ZEE  arid  YOJ  700  Ten  Bnt  Crop  M5rl 
Bfti  Chup  700  Cireraags  800  News  and 
Eucmis  B0O  Andaz  900  Urdu  Senah 
J34I  900  Hasreiam  1000  Canrrsn-a 
1000  Cnerae  1100  Zee  Honor  Sto: 
1100-1200  Aap  Kt  f  atmaa.1 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Coirireiaus  camom  Horn  Sam  to  9pm, 
then  TNT  Mns  as  batenr. 

8.00pm  Tha  San  Hawk  (1940)  18&il2&4li 
11.15  Tha  FamMna  Touch  (1B41I 
111673228)  100am  42nd  State  (1B33) 
(88938938)  2005.00  The  Sea  Hawk 
(1940)  (33848174) 
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THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  21 1996 


Smicek’s  errors  could  prove  costly 


Keegan  must 
invest  in 
safe  keeping 


THE  championship.  Bob  Wil¬ 
son  asserts,  is  never  won  by  a 
football  team  harbouring  a 
suspect  goalkeeper.  Think  of 
Schmeichel.  Rowers  and  Sea¬ 
man,  for  example,  and  recent 
history  appears  to  support  the 
argument  of  die  former  Scot¬ 
land  goalkeeper,  who  is  now  a 
television  pundit. 

There  is  even  a  school  of 
thought  which  advances  the 
idea  that  Manchester  United 
edged  Newcastle  United  out  of 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership 
race  last  season  simply 
because  they  possessed,  in 
Schmeichel,  the  outstanding 
goalkeeper  of  his  generation. 

Kevin  Keegan.  the 
Newcastle  manager,  must 
wrestle  with  such  thoughts, 
especially  after  the  M  draw 
with  FC  Metz  in  the  Uefa  Cup 
third-round,  first-leg  tie  in 
France  on  Tuesday.  Pavel 
Smicek,  the  Newcastle  Nol, 
rarely  inspires  absolute  confi¬ 
dence  and  certainly  cost  his 
team  victory,  if  not  die  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  progress  to  the  quar¬ 
ter-finals.  It  alsocast  a  shadow 
over  a  defence  which  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  improving. 

Smicek  is  a  fine  goalkeeper 
at  times  but.  all  too  often,  he 
succumbs  to  a  strange  mad¬ 
ness  which  undermines  his 
performance.  Comparisons 
have  been  drawn  with  Bruce 
Grobbelaar,  but  the  former 
Liverpool  and  Southampton 


By  David  Mad  dock 

goalkeeper  had.  in  his  prime, 
two  assets  that  Smicek  does 
not  —  the  ability  to  command 
his  area,  and  luck. 

Poor  Smicek.  Every  rime 
he  makes  a  mistake,  he  is 
punished  for  it.  There  was 
little  sympathy,  however,  from 
Keegan  on  Tuesday  night 
There  was  the  merest  hint  of 
impatience  in  his  voice  when 
he  said:  “Pav  knows  that  even 
if  he  plays  well,  a  goalkeeper 
cannot  make  even  one  error. 
He  will  hold  his  hand  up  and 
say  he  has  made  a  mistake.'' 

Keegan  has  moved  positive¬ 
ly  to  tighten  up  at  the  back,  by 


Bryant's  Eye _ 46 

Seaman  ruled  out _ 48 


appointing  Mark  Lawrenson 
as  a  defensive  coach,  but  still 
he  has  a  problem  with 
Smicek.  He  tried  to  solve  it  by 
signing  Brad  Freidel.  a  United 
States  Internationa],  but  could 
not  secure  a  work  permit  He 
did  manage  to  purchase 
Shaka  Hislop,  but  it  appears 
now  that  Keegan  has  even  less 
confidence  in  the  former  Read¬ 
ing  man. 

Hislop  lost  his  place  at  St 
James’  Park  in  December  of 
last  season  when  he  was 
injured  against  Chelsea,  ft 
may  be  that  the  rime  has  come 
to  give  him  one  last  opportuni- 
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No  945  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

1  Gradual  quieting  (mus.j 
MO) 

8  Bridge  over  valley  (7) 

9  Pies  (5) 

10  Crude  painting  (4) 

1 1  State  boundary  {81 

13  Asparagus  stem:  weapon 
(5) 

H  Short-tempered  (5) 

16  IntroductorystatementiS) 

I?  WOd  beast  labbr):  sounds 
like  shard  (4) 

20  Cutting-,  shaping-machine 
(?) 

21  Holy  war  (7) 

22  Obsolete  law  (4.6) 


DOWN 

1  Oath  of  the  Horatii  painter 
(5) 

2  Sizings  •  i2l 

3  Reason:  common  sense 
islang)  14) 

4  Complete  lo) 

5  Divisions  (among  team)  (8) 

6  Stale  bureaucrat  1 5.7) 

7  White  |ieeth);  Cocknev  king 
16) 

12  First  showing  (S) 

13  Lithe:  flexible  (b) 

1 5  D'nidak  (golf-shot)  hit  off- 
centrcf6) 

IS  Trans  parent:  evident  (5) 

19  Kentish  invader:  rope  plant 
14/ 


British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

PRIZES:  THE  WINNER  wjfl  receive  a  return  ticket  travelling 
Economy  Class  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland's  domestic  or 
international  network. 

THE  RUNNER-UP  wil!  receive  a  return  ticket  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland's  domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers  an 
extensive  range  of  destinations  throughout  the  UK  as  wall  as 
Europe.  With  over  1,400  flights  a  week  to  IS  European 
destinations  British  Midland  are  the  Airline  of  Europe. 

An  Kighs  are  subject  to  avaita&Xy 


Post  your  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Box  6886.  London 
E2  SSP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  winners’  names  and  sol¬ 
ution  will  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/Address . . . . . . . . . . . . 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  944 

ACROSS:  i  Habitual  5  Limp  8  Sinew  9  Quavers  UOwt 
12  Shipshape  13  Kinen  15  Invest  IS  Deceptive  19  Pip 
20  Evident  21  Igloo  22  Diet  23  Drumbeat 

DOWN:  I  Hassock  2  Banal  3  Townspeople  4  Acquit 
6  berate  7  Pbsse  10  Absenteeism  14  Tactile  16  Topcoat 
17  Lister  18  Dread  19  Pulse 


ty  this  weekend,  ironically  in  a 
fixture  at  Stamford  Bridge.  It 
is  a  dilemma  for  Keegan,  who 
must  find  a  solution  quickly  if 
he  is  to  secure  the  champion¬ 
ship.  The  transfer  market 
would  appear  to  be  his  best 
route. 

There  are  not  such  pressing 
problems  in  the  back  line  any 
more.  Lawrenson  appears  to 
have  installed  a  touch  more 
discipline  in  the  defence,  and  it 
was  evident  in  the  controlled 
display  against  Metz.  Albert 
and  Peacock,  in  particular, 
were  steadiness  personified, 
and  Lawrenson  was  rightly 
proud  of  their  performances. 

“There  was  not  a  major  job 
for  me  to  do  when  I  arrived  at 
Newcastle,  just  a  bit  of  tinker¬ 
ing."  he  said.  “They  are  basi¬ 
cally  good  defenders.  Albert  is 
so  talented,  it  all  comes  so 
easily  to  him,  but  I  just  had  to 
point  out  that  he  must  not  go 
charging  upheld  until  we  have 
controlled  matches  —  his  pri¬ 
ority  is  defence.” 

[f  anyone  did  give  the 
Newcastle  back  four  a  prob¬ 
lem  in  Metz,  it  was  Robert 
Pires,  the  winger  who  bars 
David  Ginola’s  path  into  the 
France  side.  It  was  his  pace 
and  youthful  vigour  which  set 
him  apart,  and  although  he 
was  not  exactly  untouchable, 
he  is  clearly  good  enough  to 
attract  interest  from  Premier¬ 
ship  clubs. 

Pires  explained  afterwards, 
in  fact,  that  there  have  already 
been  inquiries  from  English 
clubs,  along  with 
Intern azionale  and  Juventus. 
of  Italy.  It  is  the  English 
league  that  appeals  to  him.  “I 
would  love  to  play  m  England. 

I  would  choose  it  ahead  of 
Italy."  he  said. 

“My  contract  has  just  over  a 
year  to  run  at  Metz,  and  if 
there  was  a  reasonable  offer 
from  England,  f  would  relish 
the  challenge."  It  is  thought 
that  Arsenal.  Everton  and 
Middlesbrough  have  all  moni¬ 
tored  the  23-year-old’s  pres¬ 
ence,  and  Metz,  who  struggle  | 
financially,  would  be  hard-  j 
pushed  to  refuse  any  bid  that  i 
topped  £4  million,  despite  I 
an  avowed  intention  to  keep  ‘ 
him.  ! 


Solan,  the  Argentina  centre,  breaks  away  from  the  London  Counties  cover  in  the  tour  match  at  Twickenham  yesterday.  Report,  page  48  - 

Wembley  casts  shadow  over  Sacchi 


il 


From  Brian  Glanville 

IN  MILAN 

ARRIGO  SACCHI.  the  Italy 
coach,  will  almost  certainly  be 
still  in  charge  of  the  team 
when  they  play  England  at 
Wembley  in  a  vital  World 
Cup  qualifying  match  next 
February.  But  if  they  lose,  that 
will  be  that. 

Alter  Italy's  recent  wretched 
results.  Sacchi  has  been  hang¬ 
ing  by  a  thread.  The  more  so 
since  his  great  protector,  Anto¬ 
nio  Matarrese.  has  been  de¬ 
posed  as  president  of  the 
FIGC.  the  Italian  FA.  and  will 
be  succeeded  by  Luciano 
Nizzola,  who  has  little  time  for 
Sacchi  and  his  ESOO.OOO-a- 
year  contract. 

The  coach,  meanwhile,  is 
desperately  making  all  the 
right  noises:  that  there  is  a 
great  spirit  in  his  team,  that 
they  will  really  be  "up  for  it" 
when  the  time  comes  at 
Wembley.  There  are  few  who 
agree,  least  of  all  Nizzola. 

Roy  Hodgson,  the  English 
manager  of  JniemazjonaJe.  for 
his  pan.  is  staying  with  Inter 


after  being  given  a  new  two- 
year  contract  According  to 
the  cynics  in  Milan,  the  offer 
of  a  three-year  contract  by 
Blackburn  Rovers  could  not 
have  come  at  a  better  time  for 
Hodgson:  a  time  when  Inter's 
fortunes  have  suddenly 
changed,  when  they  were  top 
of  Serie  A,  when  they  had  just 
brought  off  a  dazzling  34) 
victory  on  Juventus"s  ground 
in  the  Copa  Italia  not  long 
after  being  played  off  the  field 
there  and  losing  2-0  in  a 
league  game. 

At  that  point,  one  hears, 
Massimo  Moratti.  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Inter,  was  privately 
talking  about  finding  a  new 
manager.  But  that  is  Italian 
football:  infinitely  volatile, 
slavishly  geared  to  the  latest 
result. 

In  Inter's  case,  that  was  a  5-1 
win  on  Tuesday  in  the  Uefa 
Cup  against  a  Boa  vista  team 
whose  goalkeeper  was  com¬ 
fortably  the  worst  I  have  ever 
seen  in  a  European  game. 
Even  without  the  dominating 
Paul  I  nee,  who  was  suspended 
but  will  be  back  for  the  crucial 


derby  with  AC  Milan  an 
Sunday,  Inter  Won  as  they 
pleased. 

Yesterday  Hodgson  went  to 
see  Moratti  at  Inter’s  head¬ 
quarters  in  Piazza  Duse  to  tie 
up  his  new  contract,  said  to  be : 
worth  rather  more  than 
£600,000  a  year,  doubtless 
free  of  tax. 

The  sceptics  whispered  that 
Moratti  did  not  see  Hodgson 
as  the  perfect  manager,  Interns 
tactics  having  been  much  critt- 


Sacchi  hanging  on 


Milosevic  j  why  Bradman  should  be 

decides 

to  remain  j  enjoying  another  triumph 


rised  earlier  in  the  season, 
even  when  they  were  winning 
—  but  who  else  was  there  in. 
sight? 

Inter,  after  all.  are  top  of  the 
league,  but  many  years  ago. 
when  I  was  Irving  in  Rome,  I 
remernber  meeting  Bda 
Guttraan,  the  famous  Hun¬ 
garian  coach,  in  a  restaurant 
after  he  had  just  been  sacked 
by  Milan,  themselves  in  first 
place.  ■  ... 

*T  shall  have  a  danse  in  my 
next  contract,"  he  said.  “Not  to 
be  dismissed  when  die  dub  is. 
top  of  the  league.”  He  went  on 
to  win  the  European  Cup 
twice,  with  Benfica. 

Hodgson,  after  Interns 
crushing  of  Boavista,  told  me: 
.The .-fact* is  very  simple.  I 
received,  out  of  the  blue,  an 
inquiry  to  see  if  I  was  interest¬ 
ed  in  Blackburn  at  the  end  of 
my  contract  What  happened 
was  that  I  informed  than  that 
I  was  very  interested,  and  I 
was  very  impressed  by  their 
people.  So  really,  what  I  did 
then,  before  !  could  give  an 
answer,  £  was  duty-bound  to 
tell  the  president  (of  Intel): 


‘Don’t  count  on  me  when  my 
contract  nms  out,  becauseltn 
only  contracted  till  the  eiuLaf 
the  season,  and  someone's 
interested.'  . 

“He  wanted  to  know  if  there 
was  any  dissatisfaction  on  my 
part  I  said  that  it  was  cmjy 
after  next  My,  when  I  wont. . 
have  a  job.  add  I’ve  been 
offered  a  very  good  one.” 

■  After  a  two-hour  conversa¬ 
tion  on  Tuesday,  agreement  in 
principle  was  reached  be¬ 
tween 'manager  and  Moratti. 

.  “I  told  him:  *1  only  want  you  to; 
beep  me  if  you’re  100  per  cen*j 
sure  rm  tiie  man.’  ”  Hodgson- 
said.  “In  a  long  two-hour  - 
conversation,  he  convinced 
me." 

.  -  Hodgson  wants  to  stay,  be 
says,  somewhat  longer  in 
Europe  before  he  takes  on  an 
English  dub.  He  is  happy. 
Moratti  says  he  is  very 
happy  .The  sceptics  will  argue 
that  Hodgson  may  be  strong 
now,  but  that  matters  might  ■ 
be  very  different'  in  three- 
Weeks’s  time. 

But  that,  eternally,  is  Italian 
foatbalL 


to  remain 
with  Villa 

AFTER  hours  of  negotiations, 
dozens  of  faxes  and  no  little 
speculation,  the  saga  of  Savo 
Milosevic  appears  to  be  over, 
dosing  with  it  any  prosper:  of 
Stan  Collymore  joining  Aston 
Villa  in  the  near  future  (Rich¬ 
ard  Hobson  writes). 

Almost  a  month  since  news 
broke  that  Milosevic.  23.  the 
Villa  forward,  was  a  target  for 
Perugia,  the  player  has  said 
finally  that  he  has  no  intention 
of  joining  them.  Moreover,  he 
has  pledged  himself  to  Villa, 
and  having  trained  hard  since 
returning  to  England  from 
Belgrade  last  weekend,  may 
be  picked  against  Coventry 
City  on  Saturday  because 
Dwight  Yorke  is  on  World 
Cup  duty. 

Brian  Little,  the  Villa  man¬ 
ager.  had  a  bid  of  £4.5  million 
for  Collymore  rejected  by 
Liverpool  last  week.  He  was 
expecting  to  be  able  to  raise 
that  to  £6  million  this  week 
with  Villa  preparing  to  send  a 
delegation  to  Perugia  in  an 
attempt  to  hasten  the 
Milosevic  transfer  to  finance  a 
further  bid  for  the  striker. 

However,  Little  is  rehiccuu 
to  sell  any  other  member  of  his 
first-team  squad. 

Villa  are  likely  to  resurrect 
their  interest  at  some  stage, 
although  Nottingham  Forest, 
who  sold  CoUymore  to  Liver¬ 
pool  for  E&5  million  in  My 
1995.  may  attempt  to  entice 
him  back,  a  takeover  of  the 
City  Ground  club  will  be 
completed  next  month,  giving 
Frank  Clark,  the  manager, 
around  E10  million  to  spend. 
Their  parlous  position  at  the 
bottom  of  the  FA  Carlins 
Premiership  dictates  that  he 
must  bring  in  players  of 
proven  quality*  quickly. 


;  T  t  is  becoming  something 
I  of  a  personal  tradition. 

■  X.  Every  November  in  these 

■  pages,  I  quote  Ezra  Pound 
’  and  then  say  (hat  the  panel 
'  that  judges  the  William  Hill 

Sports  Bock  of  the  Year  prize 
hies  got  it  wrong.  So  here  we 
I  go  again.  “Literature  is  news 
j  that  stays  news."  Thanks, 
j  Ezra,  arid  no.  Donald  Mo 
j  Rae's  Dark  Trade  is  not  the 
1  one  1  would  have  chosen. 

!  But  having  got  that  over 
;  with.  I  would  like  to  say  dial 
;  the  shortlist  contained  six 
'  good  books,  any  one  of  which 

)  might  have  won  in  some  of 
1  the  dmuner  years  of  the  prize’s 
;  history  .  This  is  either  a  fluke, 
j  or  conclusive  proof  that  the 
standard  of  sports  books  is 
!  rising. 

;  Ml  six  of  these  books  are 
:  suitable  for  grown-ups.  None 
I  is  stock  with  the  playground 
!  notion  that  sport  is  the  only 
1  thing  in  life  that  matters.  Each 
|  one  is  keen  lo  set  sport  and  its 
[  participants  into  the  context  of 
j  retd  life. 

|  My  own  winner  is 
I  Bradman,  by  Charles  Wfl- 
|  liams.  He  is  a  Labour  life  peer 
j  as  well  as  a  former  Essex 
|  cricketer,  and  his  previous 
j  biography  was  of  that  wefl- 
j  known  sporting  figure. 


INSIDE 


Alan  Lee.  right,  cricket  con¬ 
i'.  tspondent  of  The  Times , 
t!  meets  Shane  Wame,  the  best 
!;  bowier  in  the  world.  Lee  has 
{j  been  voted  joint  cricket  writer 
r!  of  the  year  by  the  readers  of 
j!  WTscfen  Cricket  Monthly. 
!  sharing  the  award  with 
I!  Christopher  Martin-Jenldns 
!i  of  The  Daily  Telegraph. 

‘  Page  50 


Simon  Barnes  takes 
issue  with  the 
choke  of  the  sports 
book  of  the  year 


Charles  de  Gaulle.  It  is  a 
recognition  that  Bradman  is 
not  part  of  sporting  history:  he 
is  part  of  history. 

Sport  has  power  over  the 

imaginations  of  people  and  of 

nations.  W.  G.  Grace  for  Vic¬ 
torian  England;  Frank  Worr¬ 
ell  fin-  West  Indies;  Muham¬ 
mad  Ali  for  the  world.  Its  role 
in  the  world  of  power  and  the 
creation  of  history  is  a  matter 
that  needs  proper  assessment 
Bradman  does  this,  and  is  a 
good  read  to  boot 

The  winner.  Dark  Trade, 
and  another  contender.  On 
the  Ropes,  by  a  psychologist 
named  Geoffrey  Beattie,  are 
Witten  by  good-hearted, 
liberal-sou  led  people  fascinat¬ 
ed  by  boxing  and  halfap- 
palled  by  their  fascination. 
The  research  shines  from 
every  page,  but  neither  book 
leaps  over  the  great  divide 
between  news  and  literature. 

There  is  another  book  of 
cricket  history  on  the  list,  and 


l: 


David  Foot’s  Wally  Ham¬ 
mond  is  a  fine  piece  of  work. 
It  contains  the  surmise  that 
Hammond’s  terrible  illness, 
met  with  on  a  tour  of  the  West 
Indies,  was  not  a  fancy  form 
of  malaria  but  syphilis:  and 
that  the  course  of  the  disease 
shaped  his  life.  It  is  a  well- 
researched  and  compassion¬ 
ate  book. 

Someone  had  to  write  Little 
Girls  in  Pretty  Boxes,  an 
American  journalist's  revela¬ 
tions  about  the  heartbreak, 
tears,  injury  and  abuse  be¬ 
hind  the  making  of  champi¬ 
ons  in  tite  sports  of  gymnas¬ 
tics  and  ice  skating.  It  is  a 
journalist's  book  all  right. 
There  is  no  shade;  no  perspec¬ 
tive.  and  yet  it  is.  in  terms  of 
contemporary  sport,  the  most 
important  book  on  the  lisL 

The  last  is  Sue  Mott's  A 
GirTs  Guide  to  Ball  Games. 
It  is  delightful  perceptive  and 
it  made  me  howl  with  laugh¬ 
ter  on  Finsbury  Park  station 
in  a  heavy  frost.  Is  that  the 
ultimate  literary  accolade? 

Dark  Trade:  Lost  in  Boxing . 
by  Donald  McRae  (Main¬ 
stream.  £14.991 
On  the  Ropes:  Bearing  as  a 
Way  of  life ,  by  Geoffrey 
Beattie  (Victor  GoBancz. 
£16.99) 

Wally  Hammond :  T he  Rea¬ 
sons  Why,  by  David  Foot 
(Robson,  £17.95) 

A  Girl’s  Guide  to  Ball  Games: 
What  Men  Need  to  Know,  by 
Sue  Mott  (Mainstream. 
£15.99) 

Liitle  Girts  in  Pretty  Baxes: 
The  Making  and  Breaking  of 
EHte  Gymnasts  and  Figure 
Skaters,  by  Joan  Ryan  ([be 
Women’s  Press,  Eft.99) 
Bradman:  an  Australian 
Hero,  by  Charles  Williams 
(Little.  Brown.  L20.00) 


(But  not  a 


